O ey 15,1930, S delcaid o ahartred what now i he West Los Angeieh 1o 1 21 Purpose: Through
n May 15, , Six dedicated men chartered what now is the West Los Angele : .

United Methodist Church.These founding fathers are shown below. a long period of Adversity
Mr. and Mrs. Shichiro Hashimoto were also instrumental in the chartering proces| «1913 Alien Land Law Passed.

s danr Cannot buy land or lease for

. longer than 3 years.

*1915 Japanese form Central Japanese
Association of Southern California

1920 California Alien Land Law
strengthened.

1924 Natural Original Act.
Immigration of Asians stopped.

1925 Supreme Court rules that to
maintain distinctions of race and
color in naturalization laws, a Japahese
person cannot be naturalized

»1927 Restrictions on Japanese schgols
ruled unconstitutional.

+1929 Sawtelle Japanese Language
School opens.

* 1929 JACL Formed

» October 1929 Stock Market
crashed. The Depression begins

*1930 Women in Japan given the

")

5:;2; Genji Ushitaro right to vote.
Nagayama Yagi . : _
Sadakichi Gisuke gay Rev Otoe 9 Ichiki 194} \:apandese Americans Imprisongd
Mizue Sakamoto So Misao or Interned.

Plate 28A Founders



Japanese American Heritage

at WLACMC

Mrs Honda, Reverend Hori
Mary Honda, Rose Honda
Circa 1937
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Plate 35A



Dressed For Sunday

Mary Honda Fujioka, Ruth Miyada, Haru Nakata, Rose Honda, Uta Shimotsuka MartyniNMhar Ishizuka, Edith Nishi Yamamoto.

Plate 37A



Reverend Otoe So

The first minister of the West Los Angeles
Community Methodist Church was Reverend
Otoe So. With the assistance of Drs. Frank
Herron Smith and Paul Waterhouse, Reverend
So was recruited and appointed.

Reverend So came to West Los Angeles from
Oxnard. He was welcomed to our church on
July 5, 1930. This would be 8 days before the
first service. The first parsonage was a rented
house located at 2153 Stoner Avenue.

Under the leadership of Reverend So and the
outstanding effort of the pioneer members of oy
church, the congregation and church activities
expanded to the point that a full-time church
building was needed. Luckily a vacant
commercial warehouse building at 1700
Sawtelle Boulevard was available and was
leased in July 1931.

Reverend So provided leadership for 3 years.
At

the June 1933 Annual Conference in Berkeley,
Reverend Juhei Kono was appointed as the
second minister and Reverend So was
transferred to Tacoma Washington.

This photo is is captioned as “5 miles South of Redondo Beach”.
Reverend So is shown here with his camera and hat. The young ladies
are from the Yagi and Mizue, and Orie Sakamoto is on the right. The date
is circa 1930-33. The probable location of this photo may be at White's
Point, San Pedro. This was the location of a Japanese Spa and Hotel.

Plate 2B Redondo Beach
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Plate 19A Sundav School 50’s



WLA Los Angeles Community Methodist Church Families - Circa 1952
From Left to Right: Ono Family - Dean, David, Bobby, Rose, Roy; Ruth Miyada, Haru Nakata, Aki and Linda Yagi,
Sakamoto Family - George, Aki, Fred, Barry, Randy; Mike Ikuta.

Plate 55A Families1952




