
We were in New Orleans May 18
-25, staying at the Wesley 
Foundation Center at Tulane 
University. Our pastor, Rev. Dee 
Dee Azhikakath, split us up into 
three work teams. The first two 
days we were all sent to the 
same work site. We worked on 
this older woman's house, 
gutting it. The third day of 
work, Wednesday, my work 
team stayed on at this ladies 
house, to finish what we could 
while the other two work teams 
went on to different work sites. 
Thursday and Friday my team 
went to another house and did 
some painting outside around 

some windows, and a little bit 
inside the kitchen. Because of 
rain and too much moisture we 
weren't able to paint the awning 
around the house like hoped for.   

Besides all the work we did, we 
also did some socializing with 
some college groups from 
Southern Methodist University 
and Dickenson College. We also 
took a tour to the 9th Ward to 
view the damage there and learn 
more about it. - Grant Wiens
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Rebuilding in the 9th Ward Flooded office on Carrollton Ave.
Photo by Patrick D. Taylor

New Orleans Heartbreak
Photo by Larry Deckel

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 

can change the world; indeed it's the only thing that ever has" 

- Margaret Mead



�XThe Iowa Conference is 

now ready to receive United 
Methodist Volunteer In 
Mission (UMVIM) teams to 
respond to the recent 
massive flooding in eastern 
Iowa. Teams are needed for 
mucking out and debris clean 
up at the present time, to be 
followed by teams to 
participate in the rebuilding 
process at a later 

date. Housing is 
available. All teams 
must be coordinated 
through the Iowa 
Conference UMVIM 
Disaster Response 
Coordinators before 
arrival. Contact 
information is as 
follows:

Iowa Conference UMVIM 
Disaster Response 
Coordinators: Dan and Jean 
Houston Phone: (515) 432-
1226/Email: 
iaumvim@gmail.com or 
djhouston@opencominc.com  
Iowa Conference disaster 
response information is 
available at www.iaumc.org/
volunteer. PHOTO: Iowa 
flooding courtesy 
cbsnews.com.

�XThe Colombian Methodist 

Church of South America is 
seeking teams to assist them 
in responding to needs in 
Colombia. There will be an 
Exploratory/Work UMVIM 
team led by 
Rev. Nick Elliott 
of the 
Southeastern 
Jurisdiction, 
September 23-
30, 2008.

We will be 
working on a 
project to 
house teams 
that will be 
working at the Brisas de Mar 
Clinic and the next two 
projects are Sincelejo and 
Cali Churches. This 10 

person work team will be 
among the very first to work 
in this new initiative with the 
Colombia Methodist Church, 
the General Board of Global 
Ministries and UMVIM. The 
three- prong response 
includes water for the 
community, health care and 
building structures.  If 
interested please contact 
Nick Elliott at the contact 
information below. Since this 
is a quick priority costs are 
incomplete, but will be ready 
soon. This area is on the 
other side of Colombia that 
FARC has been operating and 
Bishop Cordona assures 
security will not be an 
issue. Rev. Nick Elliott, 
Director, UMVIM, SEJ, 315 W. 
Ponce de Leon Ave. Suite 
750, Decatur, Ga 30030 404-
377-7424 phone/ 404-377-
8182 fax. PHOTO: Residents 
of Brisas del Mar now have 
access to clean water. 
Nile Sprague/UMCOR

�X Imagine being a doctor 

and in the middle of surgery 
you lose all electrical power—
the very life of your patient 
hangs in a balance as you 
wait for the generator to 
come back on. This is what is 
at risk at Ganta United 
Methodist Hospital in Liberia. 
Since the war in 2003, the 
hospital’s electrical system 
has been in desperate need 
of repair. Patching and taping 

electrical wiring 
were the 
methods used to 
get the 
electricity to 
function 
properly. Ganta 
Hospital needs 
your help to 
keep its lights 
on and help 
defray the costs 
of a much-

needed electrical renovation. 

Please help Ganta Hospital 
renovate their electrical 

system to help save the lives 
of those under their care and 
help the work of the mission 
station go on uninterrupted. 
Send your gifts to Hospital 
Revitalization, Ganta, UMCOR 
Advance #982168. Photo: 
Ganta Medical Hospital –
UMCOR.

�XPeru Seminary/Dormitory 

renovation
VIM teams urgently needed! 
Renovation and repair of a 
Methodist Church in Lima 
into a seminary dormitory 
building. All levels of skill 
needed. Work to be done 
involves painting and 
prepping; some breaking 
through of existing walls, the 
addition of two bathrooms 
and other general 
repairs. Lima, Peru   Lodging 
within several blocks. This is 
a well established and well co
-ordinated work site for 
volunteers.

The Methodist Church of Peru 
and the Wesley Heritage 
Foundation (responsible for 
translating and distributing a 
large portion of the Works of 
Wesley into Spanish as well as 
developing curriculum, and 
raising resources to create a 
Methodist seminary for 
the Methodist Church of Peru, 
and the development of a 
student scholarship fund)

A former seminary in Lima 
was closed 12 years ago due 
to an internal war. Since that 
time students wanting to 
prepare for the ministry have 
had to go out of the 
country. Consequently in 
that time period only 5 
persons have been ordained. 
Teams are organizing for 
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For other 

volunteer 

opportunities, 

please visit 

www.umvimwj.com



and rebuilding 
will continue for 
the rest of the 
year and beyond.  
Hundreds of 
Volunteers in 
Mission teams 
are needed. To sign-up your 
church team for clean-up 
and/or recovery contact Jeff 
Baker at the Office of Creative 
Ministries. Phone 573-474-
7155. Email 
baker@umocm.com Photo: 
Courtesy bobmcarty.com

�XNeed an UMVIM Insurance 

application?  Go to http://
umviminsurance.info, which 
will re-direct to the webpage 
where you can download and 
print the UMVIM accident 
insurance application.

�XUMCOR Sager Brown 

Depot has nearly depleted its 
supply of flood buckets after 
shipping thousands of 
buckets in response to recent 
floods in the Midwest. Sager 
Brown has shipped more than 
5,000 flood buckets to 
affected annual conferences 
that have experienced severe 
flooding. Just two weeks into 
the Atlantic hurricane season, 
the Depot is down to 200 
buckets. 
Your help is 
needed to 
replenish its 
inventory.  
Please visit 
www.umcor. 
org for 
details. 
Photo: Flood 
Buckets at UMCOR Depot 
courtesy UMCOR.

�XColorado: WINDSOR 

TORNADO RECOVERY:
SHORT TERM - Volunteers are 
still needed at the donations 
collection 
center at 1159 Main Street at 
the Steele Market (near 
McDonalds). Hours 
are 11 am to 7 pm Tuesday 

through Saturday. 
Volunteers are also 
needed 
for projects on the 
Poudre Trail. You can 
volunteer as an 
individual or 

a group. You must sign up 
ahead of time at 
www.unitedway-weld.org by 
creating an account. The 
contact person is Agner 
Martinez, United Way, 
970-590-4870. At the 
collection center, they are 
also looking for 
regular volunteers, e.g., once 
a week or month. Please let 
Betsy Keyack 
know if you are interested 
and she will forward your 
name. In addition, 
at the collection center, they 
need an Assistant Manager 
and a data 
entry person. Contact Brian 
Fowler, United Way, 970-590-
4671 to 
volunteer for these two jobs.  

�XSOUTH KOREA - There is 

an immediate need for a 
theology teacher at 
Pai Chai University, Daejon, 
Korea (south of Seoul), 
September 2008 -
June 2009. All classes taught 

in English. 
Classes 
include 
Bible Study 
and 
Christian 
Education. 
Must have 
minimum of 
3 years 

classroom teaching 
experience. Furnished 
apartment and stipend of 
$1000 per month. Contact: 
Nancy Eubanks, 
nteubanks@gmail.com or 
Jeanie Blankenbaker, 
jbumvimny@aol.com.  Photo: 
Seoul, Korea courtesy 
National Geographic.com
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October and March trips. Re-
opening is targeting for 
March 2009.  Contact: Beth 
Jager 252-536-1040 and/or 
Mark Wethington 910-295-
7720 Photo: cathedral in 
Lima courtesy 
andeantravelweb.com.

�XUMCOR is a sponsor for 

the upcoming 
Change the 
World 
Conference at 
Ginghamsburg 
United 
Methodist 
Church, 
October 24-25, 
2008 in Tipp 

City, Ohio.

The conference focuses on 
engaging the church in the 
world through mission and 
ministry. Adam Hamilton, 
pastor of Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, 
Kan.; Brian McLauren, 
evangelist and preacher; Jim 
Wallis, author, speaker and 
international commentator on 
public life, faith and politics; 
and Mike Slaughter, pastor of 
Ginghamsbug United 
Methodist Church will be the 
keynote speakers at this two-
day conference.

Nearly 30 “breakout sessions” 
or workshops will be 
available, including two led 
by UMCOR staff. A high 
school track and a Ministry by 
Strengths intensive are also 
available during the 
conference. Learn more and 
register at 
www.ginghamsburgglobal.or
g. Photo: Courtesy UMCOR

�XMissouri VIM : Volunteer 

teams needed for clean-up 
after flood-- Clean-up 
operations are  starting in 
some communities. Other 
communities are waiting for 
the waters to subside before 
clean-up can begin. Recovery 
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"Whenever you are in 

doubt, or when the 

self becomes too 

much with you, apply 

the following 

test. Recall the 

face of the poorest 

and the weakest man 

or woman whom you 

may have seen, and 

ask yourself, if the 

step you contemplate 

is going to be of 

any use to him or 

her. Will he or she 

gain anything by 

it?  Will it 

restore him or her 

to a control over 

his or her own life 

and destiny? In 

other words, will it 

lead to swaraj 

(freedom) for the 

hungry and 

spiritually starving 

millions? Then you 

will find your 

doubts and your self 

melt away."

-Mahatma Gandhi



�XThe 

UMVIM, SEJ 
office plans 
to take an 
exploratory 
team to Hope 
Community  
Center in 
Kinangop, 
Kenya for around 10-12 days 
sometime during the months 
of January or February. Hope 
Community Center is an 
orphanage and self-
sustaining community 170 
km Northeast of 
Nairobi. This trip will be 
geared toward young clergy 
and laity, which in turn, will 
go back to their respective 
areas of ministry and send 
more teams to the area. 

There are basic medical 
needs, and therefore medical 
staff will be needed to go on 
the trip. Up to 14 people will 
go, and the trip will cost 
appox. $2500 (but sufficient 
time will be given to raise 
your own funds through 
donations). There will be 
time for a safari towards the 
end of the trip for additional 
cost. For more information 
see www.hopecckenya.org, 
and contact Matt Lacey at the 
UMVIM, SEJ office at 
matt_lacey@umvim.org .  
Photo: Courtesy 
groups.ysn.com

�X Individual Volunteer 

Training: Pictured at Alton 
Collins Retreat Center near 
Eagle  Creek, Oregon is 
thelatest group of Individual 

Volunteers -
having 
completed 
their training 
June12-15. 
They are: Jim 
Corbin, 
Roger Boe 
(GBGM), Larry 
Balliet, 
Barbara

Stone (GBGM), Ryan Miller, 

Bonnie Riggle, Cyrus Hicks, 
Elaine Balliet, Bev
Pressman, Scott 
Pressman, Alice 
Haines, Don 
Harter, Nancy 
Eubanks (GBGM)
Heather Wilson 
(Western 
Jurisdiction) Clint 

Rabb (GBGM) , Brenda St. 
Clair (Oregon-Idaho UMVIM), 
Chloe VanDenBrink, Glenn 
Waltman and not pictured -
Donna Waltman. The group 
participated in Bible Study, 
theological
discussion, cultural 
understanding and learned 
helpful facts for short-term
mission service. They were 
interviewed by staff 
personnel and had time on
Saturday afternoon for an 
excursion into the beautiful 
area surrounding the
Retreat Center. Another 
highlight of the days together 
was the great food
which was prepared by a 
wonderful chef (and was also 
healthy). The next
training session will be 
August 21-25 at Camp Egan 
near Tahlequah,
Oklahoma. 

�XThere is now a webpage 

in the Individual Volunteer 
program website, as well as a 
link in the IV navigation bar, 
entitled "How to contribute 
toward the work of an 
Individual Volunteer":
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/
about/us/mv/programs/
individualvolunteer/iv-adv-
contribns-procedure/

�XGlobal Justice Volunteers: 

the next class of Global 
Justice Volunteers left for 
Sierra Leone on Saturday, 
June 21st. Orientation started 
June 23rd and then the 
volunteers departed for their 
sites on June 29/30th and 
will return to the US August 
18th. Site placements 

include: West Africa Aids 
Foundation in Ghana, Youth 
Vision in Zambia, and City of 
Rest and Society for Women 
Living with HIV/AIDS in Sierra 
Leone.  The volunteers are:

Ms. Jessica Scott: West 
Virginia; Site placement-
Ghana, jessica.scott.2@ 
gmail.com  Mr. Anton Cruz-
Las Vegas, NV; Site placement
-Ghana, anthonycruzemail@ 
gmail.com Ms. Nichol 
Luebrun- Los Angeles, CA; 
Site placement-Zambia, 
girlwithdasax@tmail.com
Ms. Annie Mae Krapek-
Minnesota; Site placement-
Sierra Leone, krape003@ 
umn.edu Mr. Tyler Krentz-
Davidson, North Carolina/San 
Antonio, TX; Site placement-
Sierra Leone, Tyler.Krentz@ 
Trinity.edu

�XRomania: Needed: Medical 

Personnel Volunteers for 
Sept.30-
Oct.9 
Medical 
Mercy 
Mission 
Trip to 
South 
Western 
Romania. Need l more 
physician and 4 RNs. 'Day 
Clinics' in rural/mtn. 
churches. Stay in sweet 
Romanian homes; fellowship/
work with Romanian 
physicians/nurses/
translators. Total Cost 
$2,000. For info. email: 
jsweitzer@insightbb.com  tel. 
502-633-0850 Photo: 
Romanian Castle, Courtesy 
www.state.gov/cms_images/
Romania_castle. 
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The implications of 

“neighbor-love” for 

the life of the 

public church 

depend upon what is 

meant by the term.  

Biblical “neighbor-

love” bears at 

least the following 

marks.  It implies 

active commitment 

to the well-being 

of who or what is 

loved...the 

fundamental 

attribute of love 

from a biblical 

perspective is 

steadfast, enduring 

commitment to seek 

the good of who or 

what is loved.”

-Dr. Cynthia 

Moe-Lobeda 



�XEarly Response Trainings: Are you 
interested in helping people soon after a 
disaster strikes? If so, come to the Early 
Response Team Training in the Pacific 
Northwest Annual Conference:

Date/Time: Monday, August 4, 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Place:              Kennewick: First UMC, 
421 W. Kennewick Ave., 
Kennewick, WA  99336

Cost: Free
Trainer: Larry Powell, 

UMCOR Consultant
Registrar: Linda Bauer, 509-947-0482

or golfnbauers@aol.com

The mission of an Early Response Team is to 
provide a caring Christian presence, without 
proselytizing, in the aftermath of a 
disaster. Its goal is to help provide a "safe, 
sanitary, and secure" environment to those 
affected by the disaster. The training will 
focus on guidelines that enable a team to be 
productive and caring, while causing no 
further harm or being a burden to the 
affected community.

In Cal-Nevada  Conference ERT trainings will be 
held in San Jose, CA and Reno, NV in September 
2008.  Please contact Sue King for more detail 
at suek@calnevumc.org or at 916-374-1582.

California-Pacific 
Conference
Rev. Thomas Hill
P.O. Box 6006
Pasadena, CA 91102-6006
626-568-7357
thill@cal-pac.org

AND

Rev. Dave & Amie Horning
2533 Meadow Trail
Oxnard, CA 93036
805-981-2818
amdrhorn@aol.com

Desert Southwest 
Conference
Bill Sanford
1550 E. Meadowbrook
Phoenix, AZ 85014-4040
bill@desertsw.org

Oregon-Idaho Conference
Brenda St. Clair
3836 Heartland Circle
Idaho Falls, ID 83406
208-520-7527 cell
jgbrndr@cabeone.net

Your UMVIM Annual 
Conference Coordinators 
(UMVIM ACCs) are available 
to help you, your church, 
district, and conference to 
meet God’s calling on your 
heart through volunteer 
service.

Alaska Missionary 
Conference
Lori Staats
400 W. 76th #307
Anchorage, AK 99518-2555
907-351-4498 cell
907-522-2579 home
staatslori@gmail.com

California-Nevada 
Conference
Sue King
P.O. Box 908250
West Sacramento, CA 95798
1276 Halyard Dr., West 
Sacramento, CA 95691
916-374-1582 office
916-202-3879
suek@calnevumc.org

Pacific Northwest Conference
Ronda Cordill
W. 20116 Sterling Rd.
Cheney, WA 99004
509-235-5466 home
509-993-6753 cell
R_Cordill@hotmail.com

Rocky Mountain Conference
Betsy Keyack
10317 S. Charissglen Circle
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126
303-346-7057 home
303-905-7059 cell
bkeyack@att.net

AND

Ann Fort
8269 S. Kearney St.
Centennial, CO 80112
303-220-0840 home
303-437-3183 cell
annfort8269@comcast.net

Yellowstone Conference
Elinor W. Edmunds
922 ½ 8th Ave.
Helena, MT 59601
406-465-8799 cell
elinorfromkabul@hotmail.com

UMVIM Mission News, Training & Events (cont. from p. 4)

Conference Coordinators

Page 5Volume 1, Issue 3

Interim Western Jurisdiction 
Coordinator
Heather Wilson
11707 Terra Bella St.
Lake View Terrace, CA 91342
818-834-5061 home
818-333-6730 cell
sweetland5@hotmail.com

Members of Trinity UMC, Bamberg, SC, rush 
to apply a tarp to the roof of a severely dam-
aged home in Branchville before additional 
storms and rain come through the area dev-
astated by March 15 tornadoes.

Photo by Billy Robinson/SC UMVIM Disaster 
Coordinator

“I am because 

we are.”

-Desmond Tutu



Helpful UMVIM/Mission Websites and  Links:

 www.umvim.info

 www.gbgm-umc.org

 www.gbgm-umc.org/about/us/mv/mission-teams-umvim/

 www.umcor.org

 www.umc.org

 www.umvim4health.blogspot.com

 www.gbgm-umc.org/westernvim/ 

 www.pnwumc.org/missions

 www.umvim.org/home.htm 

 www.inmissiontogether.com

 pastor@crossinthedesert.org – Email for Mel Munchinsky In Mission Together Advocate or 
phone at 480-969-5577.

 www.umvim4health.blogspot.com 

The Traveler is Edited by Heather Wilson with Desktop Publishing by Terri Stewart.

Helpful UMVIM Websites

to the jurisdictional office, or 
to the national office in NYC 
(General Board of Global Min-
istries , Mission Volunteers, 
475 Riverside Drive, NYC, NY 
10115) ** Please be sure your 
check is clearly marked 
"Advance #901463-3 UMVIM 
WJ". 

To make credit card 
donations, call 800-
554-8583 and specify 
Advance number 
#901463-3, UMVIM 
WJ.

Thank you 
for your 
support!

How To Support UMVIM in the Western Jurisdiction

Advance #901463-3 UMVIM 
Western Jurisdiction

By contributing to Advance 
#901463-3 you will be sup-
porting the United Methodist 
Volunteers In Mission West-
ern Jurisdiction office which 
provides guidance, training, 
education, cultivation and 
placement for short-term 
mission volunteers in the 
western jurisdiction through 
the 8 conferences (Alaska 
Missionary, California-
Nevada, California-Pacific, 
Desert Southwest, Oregon-
Idaho, Pacific Northwest, 
Rocky Mountain, Yellowstone) 

You can send your contribu-
tions through your local 
church treasurer, or directly 
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If you think you 

are too small to 

make a 

difference, 

try sleeping with 

a mosquito.

-Dalai Lama


