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     “How’s the   
     weather where  
      you are?” 

 
 
God’s Peace be with you! 
 I hope this message finds you well as you continue to work for 
Christ in your congregation and community. The early Methodists  
always greeted one another with the question: “How is it with your 
soul?” I remember an experience at church camp where we had to 
answer that question using the language of the daily weather report. 
“My soul is cloudy…partly sunny…blue skies and sun.” God help the one 
who reported thunderstorms, high winds and damaging hail!! 
Throughout the week of camp, the internal weather report changed 
daily for some us, depending on what was going on in our lives. We may 
be frustrated one day, happy the next, and depressed the day after that. 
Life together as the Body of Christ is like that. There are good days and 
bad days. Some days we support and encourage one another while on 
other days we argue and hurt each others’ feelings. Some days we are 
celebrating Christ among us and other days we wonder if Jesus took the 
last bus out of town.  
 Throughout the Wellsboro District there is much sunshine. God  
is praised daily. Seventy kids attended out District Mini Camp at His 
Thousand Hills this past week. Our VIM ministry continues to grow in the 
district, and congregations are celebrating VBS, ice cream socials, and 
revival services. There are clouds on the horizon for some of us as the 
economy continues to challenge our ministries. There is rain in the 
district as tears are shed for illnesses, deaths, and divisions among us. 
The good news is that we neither weep nor celebrate alone. The 
Wellsboro District truly is a large extended family of clergy, laity and 
congregations who are joined together by Christ. We embody the words 
of the apostle Paul in Romans 12:15 as we “rejoice with those who 
rejoice and weep with those who weep.” 
 So…how’s the weather where you are? How is it with your soul? 
 
             -Greg  
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Rev. Gregory A. Rapp 
Wellsboro District 
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Wellsboro District 
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Wellsboro, PA 16901  

(570) 724 -2831  
1-800-892-4675  

Fax: (570) 724 -5081  
 

Hours: Monday -Thursday  
9:00 a.m. ɀ 2:00 p.m. 
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umc.org/wellsboropadistrict 
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Wellsboro District  

wellsboro@cpcumc.org 

Greg Rapp 
grapp@cpcumc.org 

Administrative Assistant  
Robin Rapp 

rrapp @cpcumc.org 

 

 
 

Please Note: 
 

The Rapps will be 
on vacation from 
July 24-August 2 

 

The District Office 
will be OPEN 
regular office 

hours 
 

Donna Minyo will  
will be filling in 

that week! 
 

 

A Note From Our District Superintendent 
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Other refuge have I none; 
     Hangs my helpless soul on Thee: 
     Leave, ah! Leave me not alone, 
     Still support and comfort me. 
     All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
     All my help from Thee I bring; 
     Cover my defenseless head 
     With the shadow of Thy wing! Amen 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

August Birthdays 
 

     1 Chris Schafer 
     4 Eva Hollopeter 
     6 Eunice Lusk 
   13 Halton Campbell 
   14 Roger Somerville 
   17 Jerry Schmidt 
   18 Brian Myfelt 
   24 Nettie Treat 

August 
Anniversaries 

  24 Jim & Sondra Hollister 

 26 Tom & Florence Harmic 

          

 

 

   Prayers, Praises & Sympathies 

Our Sympathies are with 
 The family of Matthew 

Satterly, the son of Pastor 
Sandy Brant, who pastors the 
Ulster Charge in the Wellsboro 
District.  Matthew died Sunday, 
May 24, 2009. 

 The family of Etta Pearl 
Shoemaker, wife of Rev. Perry 
R. Shoemaker, Sr, retired pastor 
in Central PA Conference, who 
died Monday, June 1, 2009. 

 The family of Rev. G. Edward 
Loreman, retired pastor in 
Central PA Conference, who 
died Saturday, June 27, 2009. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Frances L. Bebb Loreman. 

  For the family of Anna Mae Ile, 
wife of retired pastor John Ile, 
who died Friday, July 17, 2009.  

 For the family of Rev. D. 
Stewart McCleary, retired 
pastor in Central PA 
Conference, who died 
Thursday, July 16, 2009.  He is 
survived by his wife, Doris 
Alsedek McCleary 

Prayers:  Pastor Peggy Bonsell and husband Gary in 

your prayers. Peggy is currently in the Altoona 
Hospital.  She is hoping to be transferred to Health 
South early this week.  Please pray for healing and 
strength. 

 
Praises: To all the leaders, counselors and kids 
who attended this year’s District Mini Camp. 
Everyone had a great and holy time experiencing the 
love of God together! 
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Welcome Picnic ς Thursday, August 20th ς 4:00PM 
The Cayuga Picnic Shelter at the Lawrence Recreation Area 

on Cowanesque Lake 
All Pastoral Leaders, assigned or appointed, and their families.  Families are asked to bring a dish to 
share and whatever beverage they'd like. Cowanesque Cluster will provide the tableware, condiments, 
rolls, burgers and hotdogs and burning the meat appropriately. 
 
For planning purposes we'll need a head count and an appetite for burgers and hotdogs, please call Deb 
Watkins at 814-367-5804 or email debwatkins@cpcpastors.org no later than August 15. We encourage 
all the new folks and all the old folks to make every effort to attend and get to know everyone in the 
district. 
 
Directions: Those coming from the west on Route 49 will drive past by the South Recreation Area (the 
main area and boat launch); those coming from the south and east should take the Lawrenceville exit off 
Route 15 and turn west (left) and drive beyond the dam itself and a marked overlook. 

  Wellsboro District News  

ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ hǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜέ 
! ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜΣ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎōǳǊƎ t! 

Wellsboro District Event Saturday, October 24, 2009 ς 10:30AM 

Place to be Announced 
The purpose of this district event is to describe the project, answer questions, and explain the process to 

communicate this information to every church within our conference. 
Pastors, Lay Leaders and any interested persons from your church such as mission chairs, finance chairs, 

or church treasurers are encouraged to attend. 

 

Pre Church Conference Breakfasts are scheduled for 9:00AM 
Wednesday, August 19 at Coolidge Hollow UMC, Rt 287 S of Wellsboro 

Saturday, August 22 at Coolidge Hollow UMC, Rt 287 S of Wellsboro 
*Please RSVP to Robin which breakfast you will attend by August 10, 2009 

 

mailto:debwatkins@cpcpastors.org
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New Albany UMC – Back to School Theme Dinner 
Saturday, August 8, 2009 

Come enjoy a delicious menu of 
Roast Beef 

Mashed Potatoes w/ Gravy 
Stuffing 

Green Bean Casserole, Corn, Cole Slaw, Rolls 
Apple Sauce, Fruited Cabbage Slaw, Fruit Salad, Pies, Cakes 

Coffee, Iced Tea and Punch 
(All children under18 years of age get $2.00 off!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Local Church News 

District Calendar  
 

       August  5:      7:00PM  District VIM Advisory Board Meeting – Niles Valley UMC 
 

         August 6 :  8:30AM Wellsboro Cluster Breakfast - Krout's Kitchen 

                                 7:00PM Committee on Superintendency Meeting- Wellsboro UMC 
 
        August  8:    10:00AM District Mini Camp Leader’s Meeting – Wellsboro UMC 

 

 August 15:   10:00AM District Leadership Team – Mansfield First UMC 
 
 August 19:    9:00AM Pre-Charge Conference Breakfast – Coolidge Hollow UMC 
 
August 20:    4:00PM Welcome Picnic – Cayuga Picnic Shelter, Cowanesque Lake 
 
August 22:     9:00AM Pre-Charge Conference Breakfast – Coolidge Hollow UMC 

 

 
East Canton UMC will hold a Community Dinner 

Thursday, August 27, 2009 6:00PM 

Fun, Food and Fellowship!  
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Paid Registration 
Deadline 

August 30, 2009 
Please Note:  

There will be NO 
chance to register 
& pay at the door  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Lay Speaking Ministries Recertification Retreat 
2009 Central PA Conference Lay Speaking Ministries Recertification Retreat 

  
COURSE: ADVANCED: Lay Speaking in the Small Membership Church  
COURSE INSTRUCTOR: Rev. Dr. Lewis Parks 

  
WHEN: August 28-29, 2009 
TIME: Friday, August 28 check in by 5:30PM finishing Saturday, August 29 in the evening. 

  
WHERE: Hartman Center, 5725 Old US Hwy. 322, Milroy, PA 17063 
(directions are on their web page) 

  
COST: Persons staying at Hartman Center will be $75.00,  
persons commuting will be $53.00, (first post marks will receive bottom bunks if bunking is needed) 

  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will look at the various responsibilities of the 
preacher/speaker in the unique setting of small membership churches. We will consider the work of 
the preacher/speaker as student of scripture, anthropologist, writer, speaker, storyteller, theologian, 
leader, pastor, prophet, and evangelist. 

  

Deadline for registration is July 15, 2009 
  

For more information and registration form please contact: Edna R. Brehm, 86 Old Stone House Rd. 
So. Carlisle, PA 17015. Phone: 717-697-8299, e-mail is: erebrehm96@verizon.net 

 

Training Opportunities for Ministry 

!Řǳƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ /ŀƭƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ 
 

If you are an adult over the age of 25, questioning whether you are 
being called into the ordained ministry, you are invited to the DƻŘΩǎ /ŀƭƭ 9ǾŜƴǘ 
for  Adults. Members of the Enlistment and Interpretation Committee will 
provide information on the ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church. 
This is an exciting opportunity for those discerning a call to ministry.  

The 2009 event will occur on Saturday, August 15, at Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church in Mechanicsburg.  For more information please contact  
Rev. Fred Fields at flfields2@verizon.net 
 
 

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations 
 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009 - CrossPoint UMC  
 430 Colonial Road ς Harrisburg 

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 ς St Andrews UMC 
102 Lower Market Street - Milton  

 

 

For more information go to 
http://www.cpcumc.org/events/pdfs
/Fruitful%20Congregations%20flier%20
FINAL.pdf 

mailto:erebrehm96@verizon.net
mailto:flfields2@verizon.net
http://www.cpcumc.org/events/pdfs/Fruitful%20Congregations%20flier%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.cpcumc.org/events/pdfs/Fruitful%20Congregations%20flier%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.cpcumc.org/events/pdfs/Fruitful%20Congregations%20flier%20FINAL.pdf
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Leadership University Fall Courses ς Wellsboro Campus 
       JConflict Resolution 
       JChristian Education 
       JAccountable Discipleship 
 

NOTE:  All course instructors are TBA and with that will come course details. 
 

Classes will be held at Wellsboro UMC on Saturdays, September 12 and 26.  Registration will 
begin at 8:45 am, and classes will start PROMPTLY  

at 9:00 am and end at 3:00 pm. 
 
Send course reservations to: 
Susan Heyler 
317 Linck Hill Road 
Morris, PA 16938 

Deadline for registration is September 5, 2009 

Questions contact:  Tom Harmic, District Dean of Lay Speaking Ministries   
(570)-324-2671 or tomharmic@cpcpastors.org 

Susan Heyler, District Registrar/Associate Lay Leader 
(570)- 324-2100 

Pam Wright, District Lay Leader 
(570) -265-4611 

 

SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING 
Saturday, November 7,2009 – Hummels UMC - 427 Sassafras RD, Middleburg 

9:30AM-3:00PM 
Sunday, November 8, 2009 – Linglestown Life – 1430 N Mountain RD, Harrisburg 

2:30PM-7:30PM 
$7 per person Y To Register go to: 

www.cpcumc.org 
Click on SAFE SANCTUARIES button under EVENTS 

59th Annual United Nations Seminar 
October 11-14, 2009 

Topic: AFGHANISTAN 
Seminar Cost: $350.00 per person 

Register before August 1, 2009 for $300 and SAVE $50.00 
For more information contact: 

Rev Karl R. Herman 
(717)532-7606 

kaptain@embarqmail.com 

mailto:tomharmic@cpcpastors.org
http://www.cpcumc.org/
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2009 Fall Retreat 
Vitality of Small Churches 

 

 Who:   Rev Dr Lewis Parks speaking 
 What:   Small Churches reaching out to a big world  
 When:  Wednesday, Nov 4 – Friday, Nov 6, 2009 
 Where:  Camp Hebron – 975 Camp Hebron Rd 
   Halifax, PA  17032 or camphebron.org/home  

 
Registration: 3:00pm to 5:00pm on the 4th and departure will be at 1:00pm on the 6th.  Please 
bring your Bible, notepad, pen or pencil.  You will need your own personal items but all linens 
supplied, this is a hotel setting with beds and private bath in each room.   
 
 $125.00 for Registration before Sept. 22     $ 135.00 after Sept. 22   Commuter Fee $75.00 

Single rooms available upon request, $25.00 extra per night 
 

During the afternoon on the 5
th

 there will be the opportunity for Horseback trail rides for an additional fee of $15.00.  
If you would like to bring your bike, or walking shoes there are also trails and roads to utilize. 

 CEU --- 1.5 --- 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Remove and mail form and check to 

Pastor Sandra Brant  

PO Box 345  

Ulster PA 18850 -0345  
 

Date of the event ____________________ 
 

Name:______________________ Affiliation  LP____    AM _____ Other_______  
 
Address_______________________________________ Phone _________________ 
   
E-mail __________________________________   District________________________ 
   
Choice of Roommate ____________________________   Single Room _______ $50.00 for event  
 
 Horseback Trail Ride ______ $15.00 Please add the extra cost to your registration 
 
Any Dietary of Physical limitations ______________________________________  

* $125.00 by September 22  *  $135.00 after September 22 
 

*Make Checks Payable to CPCUMC please 

All registrations due by October 04, 2009 



QuikNEWS Page 8 
 

 

 



QuikNEWS Page 9 
 

 

JOIN THE BISHOP & CPC CONFERENCE 
FOR ALPINE WONDERS AND THE OBERAMMERGAU 2010 

 
Imagine…high in the German Alps, the passion of Christ is reenacted as it has been for centuries, 
complete with shouting townspeople, disgruntled disciples, grieving friends and a crucified 
Jesus…how can that be?  Come and see! 
 
Every ten years since 1633, the townspeople of Oberammergau keep a vow they made to God 
when their village was threatened by the plague.  It is to God’s glory and the world’s benefit that 
such a promise is faithfully kept.  Won’t you come and see? 
 
We will be leaving Harrisburg on June 29, 2010 for Oberammergau.  Join us and others from the 
Central PA Conference as we tour Innsbruck and the Austrian Tyrol; Salzburg – so laden with 
musical history, palaces, and churches!  We’ll go through famed Brenner Pass into Italy for more 
landmarks and cathedrals, and then back into Germany’s Alps for castles, churches, and 
breathtaking sights.  All this, and the Passion Play, too! 
 
You are invited to join us.  If you are a pastor we can help you register as a tour host and you can 
invite your congregation to join you.  It will be an unforgettable, life changing experience.  Call 
or write soon.  Tickets to the play are limited.  And don’t wait, the play occurs every ten years!  
Register at www.eo.travelwithus.com.  
 

LANDS OF THE BIBLE CRUISE 
Join Bishop Jane Middleton and the Central Pennsylvania Annual Conference for this 12-day 
program which departs on November 11, 2009.  We’ll sail on the mv Cristal through the 
beautiful Mediterranean as we explore Athens, Corinth, Cairo, Jerusalem, the Galilee, Ephesus 
and Rhodes.  This awe-inspiring adventure to the place where Jesus and Paul and Moses walked 
will compel us to study scripture in a new and more meaningful way.  For more information and 
to register contact www.eo.travelwithus.com or Phone:  863-648-0383 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference News, Events & Miscellaneous 

Pastors! Mark & Save This Date!! 
 

 On Monday, October 26, 2009, an event entitled άHidden Problem:  The Church & Internet 
tƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣέ will be held at the Camp Hill United Methodist Church in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania 

from 9 am to 3:30 pm.  Sponsored by a broad base of denominational judicatories, this event is especially 
provided for judicatory staff, persons responsible for boundary training, committees dealing with 
ordination and/or intervention issues, and pastors.  The two presenters will be the Rev. Dr. Mark Laaser 
who is the Director of Faithful & True Ministries (www.faithfulandtrueministries.com ) in Eden Prairie, 
Minnesota and nationally recognized for his work in the area of sexual addiction, and the Rev. Dr. 
Stephen Treat, the Director of the Council for Relationships(www.councilforrelationships.org) in 
Philadelphia. Details and registration materials will follow in upcoming months. 
 

http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/
http://www.faithfulandtrueministries.com/
http://www.councilforrelationships.org/
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QuikNEWS Submissions Deadline 
The Wellsboro District QuikNEWS is distributed monthly. If you have any items to be included, please email the information to the 
district office, rrapp@cpcumc.org or wellsboro@cpcumc.org by the 15

th
 of each month. Please try to send your announcements to 

the district office in time to be included in the QuikNEWS so that we won’t need to send out additional items each month. 

From Stephen Drachler, Executive Director, UM Witness in PA 
 

The House leadership and Gov. Rendell want to bring HB1317, the video poker bill, to the floor for a vote. Or, if 
it is expedient, make it an ill-considered part of some other legislation as part of their strategy to solve 
Pennsylvania’s budget crisis. A vote could come as early as this week. That is why we need your help to let 
members know of our serious concerns for this legislation. We must contact legislators to see where they 
stand.  
 

I have attached some message tips to this email to help you craft messages. No matter what you do, be polite; 
firm, but polite. 
 

We can stop this bad idea. We can protect Pennsylvania families and neighborhoods from the negative affects 
of mini-casinos. 
 

Tell Your Elected Officials: No Video Poker in PA! 
 

Video Poker Letter Tips 
 

 There are many reasons to oppose video poker in Pennsylvania — some are included below. Pick one or 
two that you find most compelling. A brief message will probably be the most effective one. 

 Personalize the issue and write about the reasons you find most convincing. Use examples from your own 
life if you can.  

 If you are United Methodist, mention you are an active United Methodist and the church strongly 
opposes this legislation. 

 Be courteous and respectful, and thank the elected official for taking the time to read your 
correspondence. 

 
Some reasons to oppose video poker in PA (Cite one or two): 
 
V Video poker is highly addictive. Experts call it the crack cocaine of gambling. 
V Gambling preys on vulnerable people, offering false hope, destroying lives and families in the process. 
V There would be more video poker machines in restaurants and taverns than in licensed slots parlors in 

Pennsylvania. 
V Our children would be exposed to an unhealthy environment in establishments offering video poker. 
V This legislation would create mini-casinos in neighborhoods. 
V  Using gambling money for education is bad public policy.  
V It sends the wrong message to our children. It teaches them that work is not important. 
V This legislation adds to the unhealthy culture of gambling in Pennsylvania. 
V The illusion of free money is harmful to everyone. Nothing is free. The losers pay for someone else's 

winnings. 
 
Be clear in your call for action. Close with something along the lines of: 
 
× Please keep video poker out of Pennsylvania's family restaurants.  
× Oppose any bill legalizing video gambling in Pennsylvania. 
× Don't gamble on Pennsylvania's economic sustainability.  
× Oppose video poker in Pennsylvania. 
× Legislators should reject this bad legislation. It is harmful to the state, to families, and is the wrong way to 

fund our college students' education. 
 

Always sign your email or letter, including contact information.  

mailto:rrapp@cpcumc.org
mailto:wellsboro@cpcumc.org

