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Dates To Remember

December 5
Ministers and Spouses
Christmas Dinner fJ

Pleasant View UMC ;.__ﬁ,r mu;——
mmmnf
January 6-9, 2003 m’f‘mﬁf

Ministers’ Convocation
VUMAC

January 11, 2003 6:00-10:00 p.m.
District Youth “R & R”
Solid Rock Café, Waynesboro

January 20, 2003 at 1:00 p.m.
District Council on Ministries
District Office

January 25,2003
District UMM Board Meeting

February 4 at 9:30 a.m.
Ministers and Spouses Meeting

February 27-March 1, 2003
Ministers’ Spouses Retreat
VUMAC

March 14-16, 2003
District Youth Retreat
Camp Overlook

Our Deegpest Sympathy Is Extended
To: Dr. & Mrs. Alton Washington
and their family on the death of

’ } Kahy’s brother Raph Sheman. The
Washingtons are our Digtrict Superintendent and his
wife.

Rev. Douglas Gunsalus and his family on the death
of hisfather, Dr. Rev. R. D. Gunsalus. Rev. Gunsalus
served on the Staunton District, but now serves New
Hope UMC.

Rev. & Mrs. Michad Copeand and their family on
the death of his grandmother. The Copelands serve
Granbery Memoria UMC.

From The District Superintendent:

It seemsto start earlier each year—
the Christmas shopping frenzy. A
particular tdlevison commercid
spotl ights the place to purchase the

“perfect” Chrismeas gift for everyone
on your list. Yet on December 26™, many of those
perfect gifts are returned or exchanged. Might it be
true that the perfect gift cannot be purchased, but
comes ingtead from thoughtful, caring hearts? The
blessngs of such giftslagt far beyond the holiday
season, because they touch people where they live.
They are dways the perfect Size, age appropriate and
go with any color; if they are exchanged or returned,
much the better.

So dong with the toys, the gadgets, and other
materid giftslet us condder gifts from the heart. What
arethey? One might be the gift of acceptance. The
world as we know it can be a cold and londly place for
many people who think others are not interested in
them; the employee whose skills have been outdated
due to technology; new neighborsin the community
who look different and spesk a different language;
someone who has made a mistake and needs
forgiveness. Through acceptance of otherswe will be
showing them a glimpse of the unconditiona love God
hasfor dl of us. Let’swrap the gift of acceptanceina
beautiful sense of encouragement and giveit to
someone who needsit. It isaperfect gift from the
heart. Another such gift is slf-confidence, which
enables someone who is a sdf-doubter to believein
onesdlf, above the opinions and stereotypes of others.
We do this by example, showing mora courage and
inner fortitude built upon a steadfast faith. One never
knows who is moved by the leve of trust one portrays
in overcoming difficultiesin life. Imagine the amount
of confidence Mary had to have when she discovered
that the birth of the Savior of the world would take
place through a poor peasant girl like her. We never
know how God touches people, thus we must be
careful how we criticize. While an angel assured Mary
of God's accompanying power and presence Mary
visited Elizabeth who aso offered her persond
encouragement, and shared in Mary’sjoy.
Opportunities are aundant in our world wherein we




can use our faith to encourage othersto develop sdif-
confidence and faith within themsdves through the
presence of God. We can help others through our
witness to experience Emanue—the presence of God.
It isagift from the heart!

Then there is the gift of opportunities. Church
officials should give people opportunitiesto engage in
missons and minigry. Individuds can give
opportunities for othersto grow by letting go of
preconceived and prejudicid fedingstoward others.
Pre-assigned labels and roles are little more than
burdensome nonsense. God gave humans dignity, not
labels. Asfdlow human beings we need to give
everyone equd opportunitiesto help them become dl
that God intends them to be. It isagift from the heart.

Fndly, we can offer the gift of ourselves. We
cannot place a price tag on our worth to others: the
witness of our persona Christian experience to
someone who is struggling; the gift of ligtening for
someone who needs to tell their story and share their
concerns, the gifts of time and presence to minister to
those in need, the gift of humor and laughter. We are
God's eyes, ears, hands, feet and voice in the vast
wilderness of human needs. Aswe are blessed, we can
certainly offer ourselvesto others, “aperfect gift” that
needs to be exchanged. The gift of sdf isagift from
the heart.

When we give gifts from the heart we sharein the
peace and goodwill as well as the joy and love of the
season. They are gifts of life.

May God's gift of goodness be with you aways.

In Chrigt,
Alton M. Washington

Staunton District
Conference News
The Staunton Digtrict Conference
met on Saturday, November 16,
2002. Following are highlights of
the Conference:
Voted favorably to hire a Didtrict Program
Director in 2003.
Nominated the following personsto be
candidates for General and Jurisdictiona
Conferences. Earl D. Cash, Janice Failes,
Robin Powdl, Sam Harris (youth), Rebekah
Rigg (youth), Dorothy Ravenhorst, Jewell
Marshall and David L eatherwood.
Presented “ All God's Children” Awardsto
churches which have completed the
requirements thereof to: Calvary, St. James,
Mint Spring, Mt. Olivet, S. John's (Staunton)

Elected the following At Large-Members and
Alternates to the 2003 Virginia Annud
Conference: Beham Black, Marilyn Blagg,
Pauline Carr, Frank Clinedingt, Larry Creamer,
Heather Gordon, William Hepler, Raymond
Holloway, David Irvine, Faye Kirkland, David
Lestherwood, LenaMahone, Jewell Marshdll,
Susan Obaugh, Patricia Pleasant, Dorothy
Ravenhorst, Howard Taylor and Susan Wilk;
Alternates: John Sayers, Janet Weller, Bob
Price, Eileen Miller, Robert Wirt and Lloyd
Sanley.

Elected Digtrict Council on Minigtries Officers
and Digrict Committees. These will be listed
in the January VOICE.

To: Pastorsand PPRC Chairpersons:.
Re: Profile Information

Pestors have recalved information from
the Didrict Office concerning profilesfor
the pastor, church and community. The church and
community profiles need to be shared with the PPRC
(and othersif necessary) to make sure thet they are
accurate. Pagtors have the password for each church if
new information isto beincluded. Accurate reporting
isessentid, especidly if apagtord changeis
anticipated. Pastors need aso to make sure their
profiles are updated and accurate. The deadline date
for al profiles to be completed is January 20, 2003.
Thank you.

Ministers Spouses Retr eat

. \nn  When: February 27 - March 1, 2003
g Where: VUMAC, Blackstone
Who: All Clergy Spouses

(mde and femde)
Theme "Blessed...Less Stress’

Our resource leader thisyear isDr. Vic Maoy. Heis
the adminigrator at the VIP Center in Richmond. We
will be sending more information to all spouses a the
beginning of the year but want everyoneto put it on
hisher caendar.

M aking a difference

One hundred years from now,
it won't matter what kind of car
| drove, what kind of house |
lived in, how much money | had ‘ o
in my bank account, nor what my clotheslooked like.
But the world may be alittle better because | was
important in the life of achild.




Didrict Youth News

i (web ste: stauntondigtrict.tripod.com)

Staunton District Youth R & R —6:00—

10:00 p.m., Saturday, January 11, 2003,
Didrict Youth R & R (Recreation & Renewd) at Solid
Rock Café, Waynesboro. Fun, Fellowship, Games,
Praise and Worship, Music! Cost: $5. We will have
PIZZA for dinner. Bring afriend and a snack. (See
Flyer enclosed)
Report on United Nations Seminar — The United
Nations trip was one that was amazing, and one | will
never forget. When | got onto the bus | didn’'t know
anyone, but halfway through the week | had 40 new
friends. The Seminars on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday were redly negt in the way that they
displayed the message for peace. Thetopic we
discussed was Faithful Actionsin aViolent World.
Thistopic dedt with terrorism agood ded of the time.
The guest speakers gave their points of view on each
topic, and how the topic was being discussed within
the UN. It isamazing that the members of the UN
dedicate their lives completely to help people around
the world.
Thetrip wasn't dl study though. We stayed at the
Hotd Edison, which is hdf ablock avay from Times
Square. We ds0 vidited the Empire State Building;
went to see The Lion King on Broadway; visited
Harlem and attended a church service; rode aferry past
the Statue of Liberty; and rode past Ground Zero. This
trip was amazing and an eye opener to me, and | would
recommend this trip to anyone who wants to see how
to make a difference in the world! --Brian Sarbin,
Cavary UMC.
Report on Middle School Retreat — Staunton Didtrict
Y outh had a great weekend at the Middle School
Retreat held November 8-10 at Blackstone. The
Staunton Didtrict youth from Main Street, Christ-
Staunton, Cavary and Greenville were in attendance.
The praise band, “Waterproof Feat” was awvesome!
Speakers were greet, offering thought provoking and
chdlenging persond tesimonies. Y outh from
throughout the conference gave atotal of $2,678
offering to Y SF, which was made through fundraising
activities.
Staunton District Conference — Thank you to the
Didtrict Y outh for coming to the Staunton Digtrict
Conference Sunday, November 16, at Central-
Staunton. The Y outh received many compliments on
their worship offering of songs and signing.
Congratulations to Sam Harris and Rebekah Rigg for
being nominated to attend General Conference 2004
from the Staunton Didrict.

Staunton District Youth Retreat — Mark your
caendar, March 14-16, 2003, Staunton District Y outh
Retreat. Praise Band “Refuge” will bewith usdl
weekend at Camp Overlook. Cost: $55. Don’t missit!
More detailswith Flyers coming next month.
Jeremiah 18:4But the pot he was shaping from the
clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it
into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him.
Steve Joplin

United Methodist Men’s

News
Eight men from the

- Staunton Disgtrict attended

the Conference UMMen Spiritud Retreat at
Blackstone November 1-3. Rev. Chris Buskirk
opened the sesson with asermon titled: “God's Gym.”
Saturday’ s sessions were “Love and Prefer One
Another,” “ Accept and Greet One Another” and
“Encourage, Comfort, and Bear the Burdens of One
Another.” Sunday’s sermon was “ Grace and
Admonish One Ancther.” The Retreat concluded with
Worship and Communion.

Cavin Hughes and Frank Shultz captured a Trophy
in the Team Horseshoe Fitching contest. Earl Cash
received an award for Most Unusud Shot in the golf
tournament.

Next year’ s Retreat will be November 7 9, 2003
with Dr. George E. Morris, Senior Professor of World
Methodist Evangelism, The World Methodist Council,
as guest speaker. Put this date on your calendar and
plan to attend.

January 25, 2003 Digtrict UMMen Board mesting.
Locetion is to be announced.

March 29, 2003 UMMen Leadership Development
and Busness meeting a Bon Air UMC, Richmond.
Try to get dl your men to attend.

Earl Cash, UMM President

United Methodist Women News
December 7" - Wewill have our annual
Advent Bregkfast and Officer Training a
Fshersville UMC. Thisisthetraining for
the Locd Unit officersfor next year.
Regidration will begin a 8:30 am. and
the cost of the breskfast is $5.00. If you
did not pick up your Program Book at the Annual
Mesting you may do o a this meeting.

God has Richly Blessed usand it is my prayer that
He will continue to bless us and expand our borders,
giving us new opportunities to be in misson to those
around us.

Doris Hedrick, Digrict Presdent



Very special Christmas

Thistime of year should
g oy be atime of peace and joy,
7 - Aswerecdl that special
.~ night and that baby boy
i VWO Was born in a manger
on that starry night.
For the shepherds and wise men, can you imagine the
sght!

The love they shared could surdly be felt

As one by one they came to the manger and knelt
Beside the babe al wrapped and quiet

Onthat very, very specid Christmas night!

By hishirth we are given a pecid love,

Sent from the Father who reigns above.

So enjoy the fedtivities, food and gifts, too,

But remember his birth was meant especidly for you.
Make this Christmas specia and share that peace and

Jjoy
That came about by the birth of that baby boy.
--MyrnaK. Orr
Firgt United Methodist Church
Anderson, IN

The Staunton District United Methodist Church
P. O. Box 1048
Fishersville, VA 22939

Return Service Requested

Christmas
Chrigmasisthe LIGHT that

g
burns eterndly. Itisaglow that Iﬁ =
1ds

warms the hearts of people Al
wherever the message of “Peace Chris

on earth to those of good will” is bdieved.
Chrigmas is PEACE in aworld where people have
been dienated from each other by hatred and jelousy.
Chrigmasis JOY of fdlowship, of giving, of
sharing, of lifting, of caring and of being what Chrigt
wants usto be.
Chrismas is FORGIVENESS, the time for fresh
beginnings, atime to right the wrongs of yesterday.
Chrigmasis GIVING to those who cannot give to us.
It isvigting the neglected, lifting the falen, giving
hope to the hopeless, assuring victory to the defeated,
living the spirit of good will to dl humankind.
Chrigmas is SURRENDER of one'slifeto Chrigtin
renewed dedication, which makes Christ the Lord of
our Lives.

*All of us at the District Office wish you and yours a
very Merry Christmas and a most Blessed of New
Years!!
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and shall be
called the

Son of the
Highest.

Luke 1:32



