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Pastor Megan’s Monthly Message

Beloved,

Just as Noah watched the rain fall for forty days and forty nights from the
safety of his ark, the Israelites wandered for 40 years through the desert, and
Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, we too have set out on a challenging jour-
ney of discovery. Each year, prior to the celebration of Easter, the church of-
fers a quiet place, a place of sanctuary and rest, a wayside in the wilderness.

Remember... Return... Renew... Reconcile... Gather...Pray...

These were the themes | offered up during the Ash Wednesday services, and |
believe them to be vital in our growth as Christians, and in our journey to the
Cross.

All too often, we feel swamped by the wilderness of our everyday lives: all the
things that need to get done, the chores left undone, the small or not so small
arguments we have with our spouses or children or friends, the despair of the
worsening economic crisis, or wondering what can be done to help others in
this time of vast need. These, and so many others, are journeys through the
wilderness.

Throughout our journeys, God has blessed us with tools
to guide us. In this newsletter, | hope you will find the
article titled “My preparation for Easter” and thought-
fully go through and consider each item as a possible
Lenten Discipline. This guide also appeared in the bul-
letin for the first Sunday of Lent.

Lent is not about giving up something you enjoy doing,
such as sweets or watching TV. Rather, it is about find-
ing time to find God in your life. Noah found God in the
promise of a rainbow, the Israelites found the Promised
Land at the end of their journey. Jesus' temptation in
the desert strengthened him for his ministry, all the way to the cross. Where
will you journey to? What will you find?

Throughout this journey, God is with us, even if the Divine presence is hard to
point to. Will you take the time this Lent to remember, to return, to renew, to
reconcile, to gather, to pray? Will you take the time to find God within your
personal wilderness?

God’s grace and peace be with you,

Pastor Megan Thompson
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Ressurection by Laura (www.internetcafedevotions.com)

I don't know how often "the resurrection” figures in your daily life. It's a question | once posed to some guests
that we asked over for dinner, and my husband gave me quite a quirky, "Would you knock off the seminarian-
speak?" kind of look when | asked them:

What difference does Christ's resurrection and the belief that those of us in Christ will be raised from the dead
make in your daily life?

And please pass the rolls.

Truth be told, it doesn't figure all that much for me. | just don't think about it all that often. Certainly, we cele-
brate Christ's rising from the dead on Easter. But compared to a holiday like Christmas, Easter can feel very
second-fiddle. I'm not about to blame the commercialization of Christmas for it, but it's a really sad reality that
Christians often permit Easter to be such a second-class Christian feast.

But it's really understandable why it happens. By the time you've hidden the Easter eggs for your kids, and pol-
ished off some spare candy that you kept in reserve, and finished the touches on your Easter ham for your
Easter feast, it's really easy to lose sight of the shocking proposal that we as Christians affirm as believing
about our Lord:

He died. And then he rose from the dead.

Not just that, but those of us who are in Christ will also be raised from the dead (1 Cor. 15:20-22).

This is terribly relevant stuff. | mean, we're talking life and death. Then why is it that | can wander through
any given week and give very little thought to this earth-shaking truth about my Lord? And about me? | guess
it's because it just doesn't seem to have anything to do with my doing the dishes, or getting dinner ready, or
making sure the laundry's folded.

Honestly, this isn't going to be a devotional post that gives you an answer to the question | proposed above. |
don't have one. And I don't dare propose one for you, my gentle reader, just to make this post feel tidy. I'd just
suggest that we spent some time preparing our hearts to celebrate Easter, and meditate on Christ's resurrec-
tion this week. And meditate on the hope that we have that those of us in Christ will be raised too.

As the church around the world observes this season of Lent, it does so with a growing longing for this Easter
hope, for the time of lilies and alleluias, and for the declaration that death is not the final word. That death does
not win. Jesus does.

My Preparation for Easter

Connecting Worship and Daily Living in Lent by Daniel Benedict

Lent is a time to prepare for Easter. It is a necessary prelude. The death and resurrection of Christ are true
whether or not | prepare for Easter. However, without my heart and life being ready, | may not experience the
depth and power. of Christ's death and resurrection. So with my brothers and sisters, | commit myself to disci-
plines for conversion from sin and death to love and life in Jesus Christ. With the aid of the list on the next
page, | make the following commitments to discipline and growth for the next six weeks:

Continued on page 3
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My Preparation for Easter, cont'd

(Check the ones you desire or feel prompted to do; circle the ones you then decide to do.)
Inward and Personal Disciplines

____Spend time in solitude each day.

____Share in the Lenten Series on Sunday evenings.

___Read a book for inner growth.

____Read twice through the Gospel of Mark.

____Begin to keep a journal of prayer concerns, questions, reading.

___Focus on thanksgiving, rather than on asking, in prayer.

____Give myself a gift of three hours to do something | always say | don't have time to do.
____Find away to go to bed earlier or sleep in so | get enough rest.

___Make a list of people with whom | need to be reconciled. Pray for them and let Jesus guide me in my
thinking and feeling toward them.

____ Take control of my life by .

____Go to all of the Holy Week services as an act of love and waiting with Jesus.
____Take one hour to inventory my priorities and plan how | will reorder them.

____Give up a grudge or a rehearsal of a past event.

____Forgive someone who has hurt me.

____Dance my prayers to a favorite tape or CD.

____ Other promptings:

Outward and Social Disciplines

____Take on some loving task:

____Plan to visit a "shut-in" neighbor or church member weekly.

____Write a letter of affirmation once a week to a person who has touched my life.

____Listen and respond to Christ's call to a ministry of service:

____Go to coffee or dinner with someone | want to know better.

____Begin to recycle waste from my home and workplace.

____Give blood and recall the cross.

____Call the AIDS project and ask how I can help.

____Say "NO" to something that is a waste of money and time.

____Pray to God to help me resist racial prejudice and to give me courage in opposing it.

___ Decide to become a member of the church and speak to a pastor or lay leader.

____Rebuke the spirit of criticism and my own tongue out of control.

___Find a way to live out the baptismal promise to "resist evil, injustice, and oppression"” in the power and
liberty God gives us by
____Other outward and social promptings:

As a way of being accountable, | will either:
____Share my intentions for Lent with my Covenant Discipleship group at its next meeting, or

____Share my plan with at least one other person and share with that person my experience of Lent during
Holy Week.

(signed)

(date)

Keep this for reference during the coming week.
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March and Apl’ll Lectionary -Read along or preview the scripture lessons of the coming weeks!

Week Hebrew Lesson Psalm Epistle Lesson Gospel
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Easter Story Cookies (An activity for kids of all ages, to be made the evening before Easter)

1 cup whole pecans 1 tsp vinegar 3 egg whites pinch salt
1 cup sugar zipper baggie  wooden spoon tape Bible

Preheat oven to 300 degrees (this is important, don't wait till you're half done with the recipe!) Place pecans in zipper bag-
gie and let children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested, He
was Beaten by the Roman soldiers. Read John 19:1-3.

Let each child smell the vinegar. Put 1 tsp vinegar into mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross, He
was given vinegar to drink. Read John 19:28-30.

Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. Read John 10:10-11.
Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl. Explain that this represents
the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of our own sin. Read Luke 23:27.

So far, the ingredients are not very appetizing. Add 1 cup sugar. Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that Jesus
died because He loves us. He wants us to know and belong to Him. Read Psalm 34:8 and John 3:16.

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed. Explain that the color white represents
the purity in God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3.

Fold in broken nuts. Drop by teaspoons onto wax paper covered cookie sheet. Explain that each mound represents the
rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. Read Matthew 27:57-60.

Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. Give each child a piece of tape and seal the oven
door. Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed. Read Matthew 27:65-66.

GO TO BED! Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus' followers were in despair
when the tomb was sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22.

On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the cracked surface and take a bite. The
cookies are hollow! On the first Easter, Jesus' followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty. Read
Matthew 28:1-9.
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Monthly Missions

Crisis Nursery is March’s Mission partner. This non profit provides short term, nurturing care 24 hours a
day 365 days a year to children birth through five, when no other resources are available to help. Crisis Care
also provides training for parents and grandparents, among a wide variety of other programs.

If you would like to hear more about some of the programs that the Crisis Nursery is currently running, please
join us on March 15 to hear a presentation from a Crisis Nursery Staff person.

Needs List (for a more extensive list, please pick up a green sheet on the back kiosk.)

CLOTHIN_G ART/PLAY SUPPLIES

Baby Clothing: 3-24 month Batteries (All Sizes, ie 9 volt, AA, C, D)

Boys & Girls Seasonal clothing: 2T- 6 Water Colors

Socks: 6-8 & 9-11 Magic Markers, Stickers, Puff Paints, Glitter Sticks,
Receiving Blankets Glue Sticks

Girls (2-4 T) & Boys (2T-6) Underwear English or Spanish Children’s Books (Baby-5yrs)
Pajamas: 2T-6 (non-fleece) ***(call for list)

Onesies: M & L Outside Play: Gardening Tools, Wheelbarrow, All

BABY/CHILDCARE SUPPLIES Sizes Balls, Water/Sand Toys, Frisbees, etc.

DIAPERS (ie, size 4-6)

8 0z. Avent Plastic Bottles SNACK SUPPLIES

New Nipples (Avent (0-3, 3 mo. +) Gerber Graduates, Pasta Pickups, Canned Kid's
Infant & Child Decongestant Meals, Spahettio's ect. Macaroni & Cheese

Formula: Similax Advance w/lron Gerber Fruit (Stages 1, 2, or 3)

Sippee Cups (Platex) Baby Juices

Pacifiers Snacks: Chip & snacks (sm. bags), sandwich crackers,
Pedialyte fruit snacks, Goldfish, Teddy Grahams, Ritz Bits,
Baby Lotion, Baby Bath & Wipes cookies, pretzels, microwave popcorn, etc.

Night Lights Bulbs Ketchup

Afro-Ameri. Hair Products: Just for Me & Baby Love

UMCOR is April’'s Mission Partner. Health kits provide basic necessities to people who have been forced to leave
their homes because of human conflict or natural disaster. Health kits are also used as learning tools in personal
hygiene, literacy, nutrition and cooking classes.

United Methodist Committee On Relief (UMCOR) Health Kit Items (Approx $12 per Kit)
(Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag.)

* 1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27", No kitchen towels)

* 1 washcloth

* 1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized)

* 1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers)

* 1 bath-size bar of soap (3 0z. and up)

* 1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, No child-size brushes)
* 6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages

* $1.00 to purchase toothpaste

.}"5

(NOTE: UMCOR Sager Brown is now purchasing toothpaste in bulk to be added to health
kits before shipping to ensure that the product does not expire before they are sent.)

=
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* All items included in kits must be NEW items.
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Church

News

N,

Pastor Megan’s Office Hours will be
from 1-3 p.m. on Saturdays
or by appointment.

Please call ahead to make sure
she is available!

Dates to Remember

Admin. Board Meeting
Tuesday, March 10 @ 7 pm

Fried Chicken Dinner
Saturday, March 14 from 4-7 pm

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 4
rain date April 5, more information to follow

Palm Sunday Worship Service
Sunday, April 5

Admin. Board Meeting
Tuesday, April 7@ 7 pm

Good Friday Worship Friday
April 10, 7 pm

Easter Worship Service

Sunday, April 12 '\.,
Sunrise Service, 7 am, ~

Morning Worship, 9 am

-_—

Please Keep in Your Prayers

Keep those serving in the military and
their families in your hearts and minds.
We pray for their well-being and safe re-
turn.

Prayers do wonders for our family and
friends that are ill...we pray for God's
healing touch in their lives.

e We keep in our prayers -

Bud Liestman L
Peg and Harold Hibbs r
Mary Nelson )w it |
Wylma Sizer ?fﬁ -

Color the kids page at the end of the
newsletter and bring it back to hang on the
bulletin board!

Extra copies for families with multiple
children can be found on the back table
in the sanctuary.

Cluster Meeting

The cluster meeting will be held on April 21 at Shiloh,
7:00 p.m.All are welcome to attend. Please see Rose
Seten for more information. The Cluster will also be

doing a group mission trip to the Danville VA Hospital

on May 23. More information to follow.

Has your address
changed? We want to keep
our church directory up-
dated, please let us know if
we need to make any
changes.

Do you have any news or information to be
included in the next newsletter?

Please note the deadline is
Sunday, April 19.

Questions? Call Kelly at (217) 239-1162 or
email at rkestesO7@hotmail.com
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Name: Richard C. (Rick) Roy

Hometown: Mahomet, IL (now living in DeLand, IL)

Occupation: Musician, owner of “The McLean County Country Opry Show” (Bellflower), part
owner of the Sizer Trust Farm (Fisher)

Tell Us About Your Family: Son: Derrick Adam Roy (25, Villa Grove), works for Gire Roofing
in Villa Grove; Grandson: Kendrick Thomas Roy (1, Villa Grove); Step-Grandson: Jake Tho-
mas Eversole (6, Villa Grove); Daughter: Heather Ann Roy (23, Champaign), student at Eastern

Ilinois University majoring in communications and minoring in Advertising

Interests/Favorite Things To Do: Nascar, Tractor pulls, county fairs, country music concerts, lllinois Country Music
Association, Inc (founding member)

Favorite Movie or TV Show: It's a Wonderful Life (with Jimmy Stewart—a Christmas time favorite!), Cooking with

Paul Dean (I'd love to meet her!), I Love Lucy (reruns), The Andy Griffith Show, The Waltons
Favorite Bible Verse: “ | thank my God for every time | remember you.” (Phil 1:3) - This make me think of Shiloh!

Look for memories of Shiloh from Rick in the next newsletter!

Did you miss out on turning your information in? Here’s a second chance! Take some time to share memories
and interests with your Shiloh family. Please give your completed forms to Pastor Megan or Kelly to be included
in future newsletters.

Name:

Hometown:

Occupation:

Tell Us About Your Family:

Interests/Favorite Things To Do:

Favorite Movies or TV Show:

Favorite Bible Verse:

Something Else You Would Like To Share:
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Out and About with Shiloh — McLean County Country Opry Night

On April 7, many Shiloh members gathered for an evening of
fun and music. After a stop in Gibson City for supper, the group
headed to Bellflower to enjoy an evening at the McLean County
Country Opry House celebrating its 11th anniversary. The draw
this night — Shiloh member Rick Roy, The Route 54 band, and
other music guests.

The following are excerpts courtesy of Randy Cutright, pub-
lisher of the Fisher Outlook that recently did a story on Rick and
the McLean County Opry:

Rick Roy and his family are no strangers to the Fisher area. Rick
has been involved in the Fisher community for years and was on
the Fisher Fair board for 22 years....Mr. Roy has been playing
music his whole life. He began playing the piano when he was
two years old and has never looked back. “My mother was an or-
ganist at the Shiloh church on Rte 47 and my dad was into music as well, so it just stood to reason that this is what
I would do for a living. The concept behind the Opry here in Bellflower came from a cousin who said the village
wanted to do something with the old school as a community center. For several years we would have a show every
week. Then a few years back we moved it to every other week and now we have a show on the first Saturday of the
month. My son Derrick, the drummer in the band, started running Taylorville North a the same time, so it work out
better that way. It's a great time here for everyone. | have so many great friends who have been with us since day
one,” said Roy. “I am so blessed and Derrick and I are thrilled we can do what we do for a living. Recently, the opry
started bringing in two special guests each month for the shows and the crowds seem to be growing. Last month we
had around 180 and this month over 200 so | guess my son knew what he was doing,” said Roy.

3001INO 18ysiH Jo As814N09 010yd

...Saturday night at the 11th Anniversary show, Roy received several standing ovations for his solo songs. Over 200
members of the audience showed their respect for the talents of Roy and the band. “I really just want to thank the
village of Bellflower and how they have taken us in during the years. They have always chipped in to help us and we
are grateful. Hopefully we will be here for another 11 years.”

Upcoming Shows at the McLean County Country Opry
St. Pat’s Day Show, Saturday March 7 @ 7 pm
Easter Show, Saturday April 4 @ 7 pm

Mother’s Day Show, Saturday May 2 @ 7 pm

Learn more about the opry at:
http://www.mcleancountycountryopryshow.com/

AANANANANANANANANANANANANANANAANNANNANANAN
Benefit Show for Rick Roy

Sunday May 3, from 2—6 pm at the Bement Country Opry

«/‘«/‘«/‘«/‘J‘J)

(downtown Bement)
To help cover medical expenses and get car equipped with hand driving system
Admission: $8

Drawings For Give-Aways, Bake Sale, Entertainment & Much More!
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Easter Day Name

by Evaleen Stein

Christ the Lord is risen to-day!
Angels rolled the stone away
From the tomb wherein He lay!

Little children, come and sing,
"Glory, glory to the King,
Christ the Lord of everything!"




Easter Reflections
by Helen Steiner Rice

With OUR EYES we see
The beauty of Easter
as the earth awakens once more...

With OUR EARS we hear
The birds sing sweetly
to tell us Spring again is here...

With OUR HANDS we pick
the golden daffodils
and the fragrant hyacinths...

But only with OUR HEARTS
can we feel the MIRACLE of GOD'S LOVE
which redeems all men...

And only with OUR SOUL
can we make our 'pilgrimage to God'

and inherit His Easter Gift of ETERNAL LIFE.
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