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To: My Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
From:  The Letter of James (2:14-20, The Message  version) 
Re:  RETHINK your To-Do List! 
 

 “Dear friends, do you think you'll get anywhere in this if you learn all 
the right words but never do anything?  Does merely talking about faith 
indicate that a person really has it? For instance, you come upon an old 
friend dressed in rags and half-starved and say, "Good morning, friend! 
Be clothed in Christ! Be filled with the Holy Spirit!" and walk off without 
providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup—where does that get you? 
Isn't it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense?  
 I can already hear one of you agreeing by saying, "Sounds good. 
You take care of the faith department, I'll handle the works department."  
Not so fast. You can no more show me your works apart from your faith 
than I can show you my faith apart from my works. Faith and works, works 
and faith, fit together hand in glove.  
  Do I hear you professing to believe in the one and only God, but 
then observe you complacently sitting back as if you had done something 
wonderful? That's just great. Demons do that, but what good does it do 
them? Use your heads!” 

 

 As a church, we’ve used our heads in the past month and created 
a “to-do” list of things to which God is calling us.  Here are just a few of 
the items on that “to-do” list: visit the sick and lonely; pray, pray, pray; 
serve as an usher or greeter; invite new people to church; increase 
financial giving; study the Bible more regularly; go on a short-term mission 
trip. 
 This issue of The Messenger is filled with opportunities for service 
from setting up communion, to giving to our Shared Ministry 
Apportionments, to studying the Bible in small groups, to bringing friends 
to worship and community dinners, to praying for all of these ministries.  
There is much to do in the name of Christ! 
 I know your life and calendar is full – family, friends, school, and 
work obligations can overwhelm us.  But please, take a few moments 
each day to prayerfully consider what God is calling you to do and then, 
do it!  You do not do these things for the pastor, the church or even each 
other, but for God – to bring God glory and honor and to open the eyes 
and hearts of others to the love of God!  Our faith is dead if it does not 
lead us to action.  Our faith is meaningless if we do not demonstrate it to 
our neighbors and the world. 
 God does not ask us to over-do.  God does not send us out without 
equipping us for the tasks ahead.  If you are unsure of what God is asking 
of you, please talk to me.  Let us pray and imagine together.  Let us share 
our gifts.  Let us all act together for the building up of the body of Christ! 
 
In Christ’s service, 
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming 
 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not 
view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. 
Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow 
spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and 
ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

 
The Stewardship Committee has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the 
biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own 
spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a 
social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as 
an act of discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in 
response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” 
 
During morning worship on Consecration Sunday, November 8, we are asking our attendees and members to make 
their financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community 
and around the world.  We will be welcoming Rev. Jim Stinson, Director of Spiritual Life at Wesley Village, as our 
guest preacher that morning. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes a Pledge Card does so voluntarily by attending morning worship on 
Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The procedure is 
done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 
We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship our guest leader will 
conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members making their commitments as a 
confidential act of worship. 
 
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Stewardship Committee and Church 
Council. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to 
inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
The Stewardship Committee 

Pastor Heather, Lorie Evans, John Mead, Skip Sinclair & Bud Taylor  
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10/1 Mary Read 
10/1 Aaron Witalis 
10/1 Ron Sabovik 
10/4 Mabel Look 
10/7 Ken Savary 
10/9 Cindy Iorfino 
10/11 Raymond Witalis 
10/11 Stuart Oja, Sr. 
10/11 Jorge Varas 
10/15 Sue Rollinson 
10/16 Marjorie Davies 
10/17 Javier Varas 
10/17 David Beck 
10/19 David Pivola 
10/20 Don Wilson 
10/21 Michael Jackson 
10/22  Janet Yamnicky 
10/25 Ellen Goggins 
10/26 Thomas Ovesny 
10/26 Ann Singletary 
10/26 Karen Dains 
10/29 Gracie Dunn 
10/30  Jim Rackiewicz 
10/31 Scott Savary 
  Leeann Mead 
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      10/12 Elaine & Bob Wood 
      10/13 Diane & Tom Klepacky 
      10/13 Cherie & Bill Blasko 
      10/18 Heather & Skip Sinclair 
      10/31 Nancy & Joseph Lavranchuk 
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Thank you to those of you who have returned your 
Membership Update Form!  If you haven’t already, 
please take a moment to fill one out and return it to 
the church office.  We would hate to create a new 
Directory with inaccurate information!  Thank you! 
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If you feel called to serve 
your church in any of the 
following areas, or just want 
more information about what 
is involved, please contact 
me.       

 Acolyte:  Youth who bring in the Light of Christ, 
assist with offering.                             
Communion prep:  Prepare the bread and juice 
for Sunday morning.                           
Communion server:  Serve communion to the 
congregation.                                             
Reader / Leader:  Assists the pastor during 
worship, scripture reading, etc.      
Usher:  Collects offering, guides congregation for 
communion.                            
Greeter:  Welcomes parishioners as they 
arrive, distributes worship guide.  

Rose Ann Misencik                                    
Worship Committee Chairperson 
misroe@aol.com       926-1531 
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We are pleased to host this group in our Sunday 
School classroom.  “Faith”full Moms Christian 
Meetup is a non-denominational group, meeting the 
first and third Wed. of the month at 10 AM.  Their 

goal is to help mothers strengthen 
their faith, help lead our children to 
Christ and fellowship.  They have 
devotions and discussions.  There is 
also a lesson for the little ones (age 
appropriate).  Please sign up 
through the web site: meetup.com/
faith-full-moms-christian-meetup or 
contact Holly at 
rsciarappa@optonline.net for 
additional information 
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�� Twenty HEALTH KITS were assembled by our Mission Team and will be shipped to the Sager Brown Depot in 
Louisiana.  The kits will be dispersed where needed throughout the world.  Many thanks for the donations of hand 
towels, wash cloths, bar soap, toothbrushes, combs, finger nail clippers and band aids.  If you would like to 
prepare a kit to send to Sager Brown Depot, or donate toward the purchase of supplies, please view the UMCOR 
website at http://gbgm-umc.org/Umcor 

 

�� World Communion Sunday will be observed on Sunday, October 4, 2009 .  A special offering will be collected to 
assist racial and ethnic minority students as well as international students pursuing various avenues of ministry.   
Help is offered at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  $1,028,865 was given to the World Communion 
offering in 2008. 

 

�� The Race for Mission; Saturday October 10th at Bush nell Park, Hartford.  The Bishops’ Partners in Mission 
Fund will receive money raised at the Hartford Marathon on Oct. 10th.  Our district has several people participating 
including two from our church.  The fund provides resources for the World Service of the United Methodist Church.  
Volunteers in Mission Teams of the New York Annual Conference and leadership development to build up a 
healthy Body of Christ.  Gifts will be accepted after the race.  Please make checks payable to the New York 
Annual Conference, noting Bishop’s Partners in Mission, and mailed to NYAC, 20 Soundview Ave., White Plains, 
NY  10606.  Help share the abundance of God’s love and compassion. 

 

�� Thank you to those who walked and sponsored walkers in the ACT walk for the Hungry and Homeless! 
 

The Mission Team will meet again on November 18, 2009.  part of the meeting will be devoted to planning our Angel 
Tree and creating tags with gift suggestions.  Anyone with ideas for holiday giving or interested in helping is invited to 
attend.      

Ladles of Love Collection , Sunday October 25. 
 
 
The Shelton Clergy Association has decided to donate $2600 to IRIS (Immigrant Refugee Integration Service of New 
Haven). These monies were collected at the 2008 Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship service and the 2009 Lenten Se-
ries.  Although churches in town are supportive of the ministry of IRIS, we do not believe that at this time we have strong 
enough leadership to create a sponsorship team.  We pray that our donation will aid IRIS as they welcome immigrant 

families to Connecticut.  Thank you for your generosity     ��������	��
	� �

������������������������������������������������� ���

��������������	
�����
����
��������������
��
����
� 
������
�
���	�
����������
������������	��
�
��� ���
�� �������� �	�
���� ���� ��� � !"� ��#� �$�
�� �
 ��� ��%�� ���	�� ����&
���� ������� 
&� ��	��
�
���� ���� ��
���� 
�� 
�� ������� �
����� �������� 
&�
�� � 	
�������

�� ����� !'("�� ������ �
���
����
���������)�������
������*

�
�������
��������
 ������
�����
���*
�����
	� ������
�
��#��
$�
��
��������
�

����
��
����
����
���������
���+
 �������
���
���&
����#��)��
���
��
��������
�
�����������	������	�������������
�������������	�
 �������
�������
	
�����
���
�����
��������
����	�� ���� ������� �	�

�#� � ,������� ������� �	�

�� �� ���� 
�� ���������� -"���� �&���� ��
�
����&����� ��		���&��� ,����� ������� 
�� ���������� (! #� .������ �

%� &
�� &������ ����
���
��	�������������
�������
	
���

��
������ /������

�����
��������
��0# �

��

����������	�
���
��� �
�

1
������
��
�����
���
��
���
���%�
������������
��� 
&�+
�����
����2�����3��	��

�#��$�
��&��������
��� ��������
�����
�
��������
�����
�������
�
���
���	�����
���������
�� �
&����
���
�������
���#��.����������%��
�.���
��4� ������
������	�����
�������
&��
������
����������
��*������
������
�

���������������	����������
���
����	��������	������
��
����� �������!"����	�����#	�� �$	�����%	�������	�����	���������� �

$�%����
�
����
���
��
�����������
���#��5������
��6 ��7��	
���&����7��
����	
���� &��� ��
&&�����#�4��	�����
���
��
�
�����
�����
��� �� ��
&&�����#��2�&�
��&�������
�����
��
�	
�����
�6�� 	����
���
���
������ ��� �
������#��$��
������
���������
�
�6���&
���������
�������&�
����
��
�����
����
&�� ������%����
������
���	
��
�������
����
��#�8��	
�� 
���
������������
5������
���
����
����������������	����������������� ����	
�����

������������������
������	�����������
 ��������������
����&���������
���
&����
���
�������
���#�� �
�������
��	����
���
�����%���	�������
	���
������ ����
��2�����#�
�

&����������
������$��������'������������������� �
&�����	���()*�+" ���	������ 	����	�������	���� ����� ��!,-�&�����
����
����
������.�
����
����	�����	�����
%	�������	�����	���������/ � $���8

%�
&�2	���
��������
���
&�����������	���	�#� �2���������������*
�������
&�����
�
�	
�����
&�5���������.�������	����������
�������� �	�������
��
�
��
������
�����
�������+

��9����
&� ���
��#�

$�
��	������
���	����&
���
����
���
�%�����
������� ����������	
��
�������
�	����#�



 Page  5 The Newsletter Messenger 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 
 I would like to thank you for selecting me to receive 
the “Educating and Equipping for Life” Scholarship.  This 
money will be able to cover two semesters worth of books 
and supplies.  This has relieved a significant financial 
burden on me.  Thank you so much for all your support 
over the years. 
   Regards, 
   Ken Savary 
 

Dear my Church Family, 
 Thank you for the scholarship.  The proceeds will 
help fund my continuing education.  Thank you for all the 
warmth, love and support you have given me.  I’ll work hard 
to continue to give back to this wonderful church. 
   Love,  
   Jeff Wood 
 

I would like to thank the church for the generous 
scholarship that was awarded to me.  This scholarship will 
help me as I begin work on my degree at Stony Brook 
University.  I am honored and blessed to be a member of 
this church and have your continual support. 
   Thank you again, 
   Emily Rollinson 
 

Dear Board of Trustees, 
 I would like to express my sincere gratitude for the 
generous gift of scholarship this year.  This gift surely is a 
reminder that you exemplify God’s love in every way 
possible.  I will continue to worship & serve at the First 
United Methodist Church of Shelton. 
   With Sincere Thanks, 
   Cindy Lidman 
 

Board of Trustees and Shelton First UMC, 
 Thank you very much for the generous scholarship.  
I am excited to start school and this makes it even better! 
   Thank you, 
   Ana Diaz  
 

Thank you for the generous scholarship that was awarded 
to me.  It will help me to achieve my goal of becoming a 
nurse. 
   Thank you, 
   Crystal Gabianelli 
 

To the Board of Trustees, 
 Thank you for awarding me the “Educating and 
Equipping for Life” Scholarship.  I intend to apply this award 
to wards deferring the cost of textbooks and other school 
supplies.  I appreciate your bestowing upon me this 
scholarship. 
   Sincerely, 
   Stephen Schilkowski 
 

Dear Trustees and my Church Family, 
 Thank you so much for the generous scholarship.  I 
really appreciate it and it will help with tuition.  Now that I 
am closer to home at Quinnipiac, I hope to visit more often! 
   Sincerely,  
   Nicole Misencik 
 

To the Trustees and the congregation, 
 Thank you so much for awarding me a scholarship.  
I appreciate your consideration and generosity.  This will 
help me very much as I continue to pursue my degree at 
Southern Connecticut State University.  I am so thankful for 
my church family. 
   Sue Jensen 
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    1 
10 am Upper room 
7 pm Bible Study 

2 

Pastor Heather’s Day Off 
 
6:30 pm GS Troop 4164 

3 
8:30 am Lay Speaker 
Class 
10 am ACOA 
 

9 am-5 pm   Boy Scout  
Scrapbooking Event-
”Scrap-N-Chat” 
 

4          World Communion                                         

Sunday 
9:30 am Worship   
9:30 am Children’s Church       
11:15 am Christian 
Education 
2-4 pm Emmaus Reunion 
 

5 6 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

7 
10 am Christian Moms’ 
Group 
 

6-7 pm Boy Scouts 

8 
10 am Upper room 
7 pm Bible Study 

9 

Pastor Heather’s Day Off 

10 
Race for Mission, Hartford 
 
10 am ACOA 

11               Invite a Friend 

to Church Sunday 
9:30 am Worship        
11:15 am Christian 
Education 

12 
Columbus Day 

13 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

14 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
7 pm Trustees 

 
 

15 
10 am Upper room 
7 pm Bible Study 

16 

Pastor Heather’s Day Off 

17 
8:30 am Lay Speaker 
Class 
10 am ACOA 

18 

9:30 am Worship         
11:15 am Christian 
Education 
 
4-7  pm MYF; Pizza & 
Movie Night 

19 20 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

21 

 
10 am Christian Moms’ 
Group 
 

6-7 pm Boy Scouts 
November Messenger 

Deadline 

22 
10 am Upper room 
7 pm Bible Study 

23 

Pastor Heather’s Day Off 
 
5:30-730 pm 
Roast Beef Dinner  

24 

25  9:30 am Worship-

Ladles of Love Collection            
11:15 am Christian 
Education 
4 pm  Celebration of District 
Superintendent appointment 
4 pm Concert @1st & 
Wesley UMC, West Haven 

26 
7 pm Boy Scouts 
Advancement Meeting 

27 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

28 
7 pm Boy Scouts 

29 
10 am Upper room 
7 pm Bible Study 

30 

Pastor Heather’s Day Off 

31 Halloween 
 
 
 
8:30 am Lay Speaker 
Class 
10 am ACOA 
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For more information, contact the church office  
(203) 929-3537 or visit www.umcshelton.org  
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