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 The “Singing Bishop” (Rev. Jeremiah Park’s self-proclaimed 
nickname) led us in singing the above Sunday School favorite during his 
visit on September 7, 2008.  It has been years since I have sung that song, 
but the message still rings true – the presence of Jesus in our hearts is the 
source of all our joy. 
 

 Sometimes, in the midst of all that fills our calendars, it is easy to 
ask, “Why do I do the things I do?”  This is a question that we ask as 
individuals, families and as a church.  Is our heart in the right place?  As the 
church of Jesus Christ, all that we do should be focused on God.  Every 
action, every meeting, every fund-raiser, every song we sing should be 
motivated by and towards the love of God through Jesus Christ.  For if we 
are not working with and for God, then our work will falter.  As we meet, 
plan and worship, we should be asking ourselves these three questions (based 
on John Wesley’s General Rules):  

Have we done any harm in the time we have been together?  
What good have we done?  
How have we shown our love for God? 

This self-examination can keep us ever mindful of the presence of God in our 
midst and our commitment to recognizing and sharing that divine presence 
through all that we do. 
 

 With these questions guiding our work and joy down in our hearts all 
things are not only possible, but will be fruitful as we endeavor to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of our lives, our church, our 
community and the world. 
 
 Blessings, 
 ��������	��
	�  
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Our Sympathy and Prayers Our Sympathy and Prayers 
go out to the go out to the   

  

friends and family offriends and family of  
  

Carole CapozzielloCarole Capozziello  
  

We pray the Lord will We pray the Lord will 
comfort them comfort them   
in their lossin their loss  
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1st   Mary Read 
1st   Ron Sabovik 
4th   Mabel Look 
7th   Ken Savary 
11th   Jorge Varas 
11th   Raymond Witalis 
14th   George Hulme 
15th   Sue Rollinson 
16th   Marjorie Davies 
17th   Javier Varas 
19th   David Pivola 
21st   Harry Devlin 
22nd  Janet Yamnicky 
25th   Ellen Goggins 
26th   Karen Dains 
26th   Thomas Ovesny 
26th   Ann Singletary 
27th   Danielle Wilson 
29th   Gracie Dunn 
30th   Jim Rackiewicz 
    

The Newsletter Messenger 

The deadline for the  
 November Newsletter is 

October 17th 
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If you being abused seek help!  The Domestic Violence Hotline 
 is 888-447-2900 or Umbrella 24 hours 203-736-9944 
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I would personally like to thank the Board of Trustees for my recent award.  It is much more than I had expected and 
will cover my books and fees for both Fall and Spring semesters here at The University of Minnesota.  I have always 
considered myself to be lucky to have the ability and desire to go to college.  The church has always supported my 
education no matter the degree or institution I attended.  I am unaware of any official record as to longest running 
scholarship winner.  Perhaps I am the longest in history!  I will continue to put forth a full effort towards my study here 
at The Herbert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs.  
Regards, 
���������	 �
************************************************************************************************* 
I want to send a heartfelt thank you for granting me scholarship funds for the 2008 season.  Your decision was quite 
generous.  I have been a member of the First United Church of Shelton since October 2005 and I can sincerely say it has 
been a blessed experience.  I have formed new and great bonds with members of the Church.  It also has been my 
pleasure to provide service where needed. 
Thank you again Peace and Blessings 
����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	�� ���
************************************************************************************************* 
I wish to give you all my sincere appreciation for awarding me an Educating and Equipping for Life Scholarship.  This 
scholarship will help me as I continue to pursue my degree at Southern CT State University.  I am happy to be able to 
serve my church with the gifts God has given me and I will continue to do so again in the coming years. 
Again, Thank you, 
�������������
************************************************************************************************* 
Thank you for the generous scholarship that will help me alleviate the cost of college.  It has been wonderful growing up 
in this church, and having everyone help me grow up and mature over the years.  I will visit often, and hopefully I will 
have as great of a future as I’ve had a past in our church. 
Thanks again, 
�����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	� ���
************************************************************************************************* 
Thank you very much for the generous scholarship.  I felt very honored to receive the scholarship.  It will help very 
much with the expenses in furthering my education. Once again, thank you very much. 
Peace and love, 
��������������������������������� ���
************************************************************************************************* 
Thank you so much for the generous scholarship.  I will miss everyone while I ’m away at Brandeis, but I’ll be back for 
special occasions. 
Thank you again, and blessings to everyone! 
��
��	����	�
����
��	����	�
����
��	����	�
����
��	����	�
�� ����
************************************************************************************************* 
I would to thank all those involved in making the decisions for academic scholarships this year.  I was able to pay off my 
Fall tuition with the money provided by the church scholarship fund.  I pray I may continue to serve our church as I am 
very grateful for the generosity and fellowship that has been afforded me over the years. 
Peace and Blessings you sister in Christ, 
���������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
���������	
��
� ���
************************************************************************************************* 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank this church for your generous scholarship award.  I appreciate the help you 
have given me in returning to Skidmore College for my final year.  I am blessed to be a member of this church and to 
have your support. 
�����������	
�	�����������	
�	�����������	
�	�����������	
�	 , Skidmore College Class of 2009 
************************************************************************************************* 
We would like to thank the church for the scholarship that was awarded to us.  This award is very helpful in allowing us 
to achieve our career goals.  We are honored to be part of the church community. 
Thank you again! 
��
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Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money  
Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial 
contributions as a way to help people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their 

church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s Stewardship and Finance committees have selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship 
Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis 
this year. 
 
New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club 
who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of 
discipleship. New Consecration Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the 
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  
 
During worship on Consecration Sunday, November 9th, we are asking our attendees and members to make their 
financial commitments to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around 
the world. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending morning 
worship on Consecration Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The 
procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 
During morning worship our guest leader, Rev. Jim Stinson, will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, 
climaxed by members making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 
 
We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration Sunday team. Since we will 
make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit 
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
The Stewardship Committee: 
���
������������
������������������������������	�
 �  
 ��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������

There will be a special meeting of Church Council, Wednesday, Oct. 29th at 7:00 pm  
with Jim Stinson to empower leadership for Consecration Sunday 

��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������

���������������0!�������������������0!�������������������0!�������������������0!���� ����
����

At our August 27th meeting, the Church Council adopted “Meeting Guidelines” to help make the committee work of the 
church more effective and efficient.  
 Highlights of the guidelines include: 
·  meetings are to be scheduled at least one week in advance 
·  an agenda should be sent to all committee members in advance 
·  minutes should be taken and filed in the church office 
·  evening meetings should attempt to finish their work by 9pm 
·  committees should consider keeping Sundays sacred by not scheduling meetings 
·  meetings should begin and end in prayer 
 

 If you have any questions about these guidelines or wish to see the full document, please contact Pastor Heather or Bob 
Singletary. 



 Page 5  The Newsletter Messenger 

�� ���������	�
��������������	�
����� �� ��
�
����
��������������

����������� �
�

�� !��"�����
�����!��"�����
����� �� ��
�
����
�����#� ����$$�

����������� �
�

���#���%&�'��
(������
����#�)��
�*���+
*
����
+&����, ��
+�
����#��
)�+�
-����++����

�
.�$����*�+�

.�����-&��+�
.��(&�+��$�
-���-����

�
Proceeds benefit the ministries & missions of  
the First United Methodist Church of Shelton 
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We are preparing for our Twentieth Emmaus Weekend to take place from Friday, November 7th through Sunday, 
November 9th 2008 at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in Naugatuck.  The Emmaus Weekend is a retreat program open 
to all high school age youth who want to begin or strengthen their relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is intended as a short 
course in the Christian way of life with talks given primarily by our youth, including experiences from their own 
Christian walk.  There are also discussions, worship, music, and lots of food!  It is an introspective and joyful celebration 
of our Christianity, and ministers not only to our youth but to the adults involved as well. 
 

Our team for the weekend is complete but, as always, we are looking for help.  There are lots of things that need to be 
done over the course of the weekend that require only a few hours of your time either preparing and serving meals or 
setting up or cleaning up from some of the various activities.  If you would like to help in any of these capacities, please 
talk to one of us. 
 

Anyone who is interested in being a part of future teams should talk to one of us.  This is a more of a commitment and 
requires attendance at the weekly meetings.  If you think you’d be interested, or just have questions, please call us. 
 

We are also looking for candidates:  if you know of any youth ages 14 through 18, in grades 9 through 12, that you 
would recommend as participants for the weekend, please talk to us or any Emmaus team member about getting a 
brochure and application to them. 
 

Lastly, we are asking for your prayers.  There is much preparation to be done, and with God’s help and your prayers we 
will do it.  Also, please pray for the presence of the Holy Spirit during the weekend that the efforts of all involved will 
touch the lives of the candidates whom we will be bringing to Christ. 
 

In His Spirit, 
Sharon Betts, Rector   203-758-3754 memere06712@yahoo.com 
Richard C. Rollinson, Kitchen Cha-Cha 203-924-8765 rsrollin@sbcglobal.net 
South Central Emmaus XX 
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   1 
 
 

2 
 
10:00am Upper Room 

3 
 
 

4 
8:30-3:30 Lay Speaking 
Class 
9:00am Shelton Day 
Prep 
10:00am ACOA 

5 
 
Shelton Day 

6 7 
 
6:30pm Trustees        
meeting 
7:00pm Choir 

8 
 
7:00pm SPRC meeting 
8:00pm Church Council 
meeting 

9 
 
10:00am Upper Room 

10 
 
7:00pm Pack 25 

11 
 
10:00am ACOA 

12 13 
 
6:00pm Spooner House 
Dinner 

14 
 
7:00pm Choir 

15 
 
6:45pm Worship 
Meeting 
7:30pm NCD meeting 

16 
 
10:00am Upper Room 

17 18 
8:30-3:30 Lay Speaking 
Class 
10:00am ACOA 
5:00pm Dinner 

19 20 21 
 
7:00pm Choir 

22 23 
 
10:00am Upper Room 

24 25 
8:00-5:30 Scrapbooking 
10:00am ACOA 

26 27 28 
 
6:30pm Lay Leadership 
meeting 
7:00pm Choir 

29 
 
7:00pm Church Council 
meeting 

30 
 
10:00am Upper Room 

31  

 

Women’s Retreat Weekend 

Women’s Retreat 



ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
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                                              Please Place Orders by November 10thPlease Place Orders by November 10th  
                                                  Order Forms will be at the ChurchOrder Forms will be at the Church  
                                      or Call the Church Office at 203or Call the Church Office at 203--929929--35373537  
  

                                                  PickPick--up dates are: Sat. 11/22, Sun. 11/23,up dates are: Sat. 11/22, Sun. 11/23,  
                                                                                                                Tues, 11/25, & Wed. 11/26 Tues, 11/25, & Wed. 11/26   
  

     

 


