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Seeing, knowing and believing in the presence of Christ requires open 

eyes and an open heart.  Sometimes, our spiritual vision is clouded by the day
-to-day routine of life.  In this Easter season, take time to reflect on the 
presence of the Risen Christ.  Know that Jesus is as real today as he was when 
he stood before the disciples in Emmaus.  I offer you these meditative words 
as guides for your journey through the Easter season as you seek the Risen 
Christ.  Alleluia! 
     Peace, Pastor Heather 

 
That same day two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of 

Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem.  As they walked along they were 
talking about everything that has happened.  As they talked and discussed 

these things, Jesus himself suddenly came and began walking with them.  But 
God kept them from recognizing him… 

[Later,] as they sat down to eat, he took bread and blessed it.   
Then he broke it and gave it to them.  Suddenly, their eyes were opened.  

And they recognized him. 
Luke 24:13-16, 30-31 

 
 He speaks and the sound of his voice is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

and the melody that he gave to me within my heart is ringing. 
And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own; 

and the joy we share as we tarry there, none other has ever known. 
 C. Austin Miles 

 
Holy One, 

You who give me life, 
I come to you as a child, 

holding your hand, 
walking through days and nights, 

through seasons of joy and sadness, 
busyness and quiet, 
crowds and solitude, 

I am held in the hands 
once crucified,  

healed in the loving arms 
embracing me 

in the eternal love that whispers, 
“You are my child, 

In whom I am well pleased.” 
Blessed be.  Amen. 

Sue Henley 
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Our Sympathy and Our Sympathy and 
Prayers Prayers   

  

go out to the go out to the   
  

friends and family offriends and family of  
  

Ursula BotsfordUrsula Botsford  
  

We pray the Lord will We pray the Lord will   
comfort them in their comfort them in their 

lossloss  

The Newsletter Messenger 

 

5/4  Anna Waterbury 
5/7   Mildred Johnson 
5/9  John Ovesny 
5/12  Aaron Egensteiner 
5/14  Hazel Lawrence 
5/18  Jack Hogue 
5/22  Brenda Hogue 
5/27  Rebecca Ritter 
5/29  Eileen Savary Faulkner 
5/31  Skip Sinclair 
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         It is with a grateful and joyous heart that I write today to express to 
you, the trustees, and the congregation at the First United Methodist 
Church of Shelton the thanks of the Emmaus community for granting us the 
use of your excellent facilities for our South Central Emmaus 21 weekend 
retreat. When I was looking for a venue to host this retreat weekend, you 
did not hesitate to offer your sacred spaces, fellowship hall and all the other 
various nooks and crannies that we occupied and put to good use. Indeed, 
we put the sanctuary and other spaces to use for a couple of months before 
the retreat in order to build a team capable of bringing candidates to a 
relationship with Jesus. We had a total of 16 candidates, and based on the 
witnessing that I heard before closing, our message was well received by 
these wonderful youths. On every level I can think of, by any measure that 
can be applied, the Emmaus weekend was a smashing success, thanks be 
to God, and thanks be to the people of God at the First United Methodist 
Church of Shelton. I believe we left the facility in good condition, and 
hope you find it to be satisfactory. I hope we were as good a guest as you 
were a gracious host. May God bless you all richly for your generosity and 
the love you show to this amazing youth ministry.  

Peace and Blessings,  
- Al Betts 

Rector, SCE XXI 
24,25,26 April 2009 

Shelton UMC 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 So encourage each other and build each other up, 

just as you are already doing.  
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The Mission Team will share a REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT video on May 17th after Fellowship Time in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The Shelton Clergy Association plans to help co-sponsor a refugee family with IRIS, a refugee 
resettlement organization located in New Haven, and is looking for participation by individuals from local 
congregations.  Volunteers are needed to help coordinate housing, transportation, health care, education, cultural 
orientation, employment and finance.  Come and learn more about how our church can help support this effort.  A 
potluck lunch will follow. 

Sign up sheets for the meal will be found in the Narthex on May 3rd and May 10th. 
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Come and hop on the  
Boomerang Express! 

 

Sign up today for: 
NUMC VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

July 6 th – 9th, 2009 
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

 

July 10 th, 2009 -   9:00 a.m. closing ceremony 
followed by breakfast. 

 

Nichols United Methodist Church 
35 Shelton Road 

Trumbull, CT 06611 
375-5817 

2009 PENTECOST GERANIUMS 
8” Potted Geraniums 

$6 each 
DEADLINE for orders—Sunday, May 17, 2009 

 
$6 X #______  = total  $    
   

TOTAL ENCLOSED     $    Check or cash?    
           Please make checks payable to: First UMC Shelton 

Please print clearly.  Your information will be listed as provided here.  Thank you. 

Given by:            Phone:     

In memory of:              

In honor of:               

In celebration of:              

Payment and form should be placed in an envelope, and put in offering plate or mailed to the church office 
at: First UMC of Shelton, 188 Rocky Rest Rd., Shelton, CT 06484, Attn: Poinsettias.  

First UMC has been invited to share in this ministry  with Nichols UMC .  
 

 Children age 4 to 4th grade are invited to learn to:  
 

 "Follow + Worship + Serve + Obey Him"   
 
Volunteers are also needed.  
See Pastor Heather for more information and registr ation forms. 
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The Certified Lay Minister  Shall preach the Word, 
 provide a care ministry to the congregation,  

assist in program leadership and be a witness in the community for the growth,  
missional, and connectional thrust of  

The United Methodist Church 
��

The Certified Lay Minister may be assigned by the District Superintendent to provide pastoral leadership for a local church as 
a part of a ministry team under the supervision of a clergyperson.��
¶ 272 The 2004 Book of Discipline��
The United Methodist Church��
The 2004 General Conference affirmed the Certification of Lay Ministers in The United Methodist Church. This form of 
ministry follows the early Methodist tradition of lay preachers and class leaders who served in Christian community.��
Today, Certified Lay Ministers (CLM) are vital to the mission and ministry of churches that ��
• are small and may be struggling to afford traditional pastoral leadership. CLMs may be assigned effectively for longer 
pastorates.��
• have been on multi-point charges or parishes sharing clergy leadership. CLMs may serve as part of a pastoral team, 
increasing continuity of leadership.��
• experience numeric growth and can benefit from a pastoral team. Larger churches can have a CLM as a pastoral associate.��
• serve multi-cultural or cross-cultural groups by developing indigenous leadership.��
 ��
A Certified Lay Minister is a unique servant leader different from . . .��
• An Elder is a clergy member of the Annual Conference, ordained for Word, Sacrament and��
Order, and appointed by the Bishop for itinerate ministry.��
• A Local Pastor is a clergy member of the Annual Conference licensed for pastoral ministry. The Licensed Local Pastor does 
not itinerate.��
• A Lay Speaker is certified for ministry in the church and community and may serve as temporary pulpit supply.��
• A Deacon is a clergy member of the Annual Conference, ordained for a ministry of Word and Service, and appointed to a non 
itinerant ministry in the community and the congregation.��
The Certified Lay Minister is assigned by the District Superintendent to provide lay pastoral leadership.��
CLMs have no clergy rights or benefits.��
 ��
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8 am Registration @ Veterans Park in Shelton 

Coffee & Refreshments Before the Walk 
10 am Walk Begins (5 mile route) 

Cookout After the Walk 
�
����������� �

 
 
$100 prize: T-shirt and cookout 
$250 prize: iPod Shuffle (or $50 gift certificate) 
$500 prize: Nintendo DSi gaming system (or $170 gift certificate) 
Top Corporate Team: Catered buffet lunch for 20 from David M. Grant 
Catering 
All walkers raising $100, $250, or $500 will receive a prize · One prize per 
person  
!���"�#���$�%&'(�')&�
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Pastor Heather’s Day 
Off 

���� ����

10:00am ACOA 

����     9:30am Worship 
11:15am  Christian 
Education 
Crop Walk 
2:00pm RETHINK Church  
2:00pm Emmaus 

���� ����

6:30pm Emmaus 
Meeting 

���� ����
10:30am Hartford 
Marathon Meeting 
7:00pm Choir 
7:00pm Troop 25 
����

���� ����

RETHINK Church 
Media Blitz in NYC 

���� ����

10:00am Upper Room 
7:00pm Bible Study 

���� ����

Pastor Heather’s Day 
Off 

���� ����

10:00am ACOA 

��������    9:30am Worship 

11:15am  Christian 
Education 

�������� ����

5:30pm Spooner 
House Dinner 

�������� ����

7:00pm Choir 
7:00pm Troop 25 

�������� ����

8:00pm Church 
Council 

�������� ����

10:00am Upper Room 
7:00pm Bible Study 

�������� ����

Pastor Heather’s Day 
Off 

�������� ����
10:00am ACOA 
7:00pm Tres Dias 
Secuela 

��������    9:30am Worship 
Fellowship Sunday- 
IRIS video & pot-luck 
4:00pm Eagle Court of 
Honor for Jeff Wood 
4:00pm  Celebration for 
 Rev. George Engelhardt  
@ Cheshire UMC 

�������� ���� �������� ����

11:00am Blood Drive 
7:00pm Choir 
7:00pm Troop 25 

�������� ���� �������� ����

10:00am Upper Room 
7:00pm Bible Study 

�������� ����

Pastor Heather’s Day 
Off 

�������� ����

10:00am ACOA 

��������    9:30am Worship 
11:15am  Christian 
Education 

�������� ���� �������� ����

7:00pm Choir 
7:00pm Troop 25 

�������� ���� �������� ����

10:00am Upper Room 
7:00pm Bible Study 

�������� ����
Pastor Heather’s Day 
Off 
Porketta Dinner 

�������� ����

10:00am ACOA 

��������   9:30am Worship 
11:15am  Christian 
Education 
Pentecost– Confirmation 
Sunday 

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����



ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come Celebrate the power and presence of the Holy Sp irit! 
 

Come Celebrate the commitment of our Confimands: 
 

Austin James & Alyssa Wood! 
 

A celebration in Fellowship Hall will follow worship.  
 

Please wear red to add to the festive nature of the day. 
 

(See Page 4 to order Celebration Geraniums) 


