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“It is finished.” John 19:30
11
#$‘(’f)&#&‘;/o$'$( “Itis finished' is not a death gurgle. ‘It is finished’ is not
)ff/"gf,z&/" i ‘I am done for.” ‘ltis finished’ will not be, as we know
%t % J from the tradition of ordering [Christ’s] words fro m the
cross, the last words of Jesus. ‘It is finished’ is a cry of
01 2 . e e .
- 4 82% %+% victory. ‘ltis finished’ is the triumphant cry that what |
- 45 4+ 21" %+% came to do has been done. All is accomplished,
completed, fulfilled work....The work that is finishe d,
0 moreover, is the cross. He will be and is resurrec ted,
: 4 4.7 . but the resurrected One remains the One crucified....
g4+ - . 44 . [T]he cross is not a defeat but the victory of our
p x4 4 God....God has finished what only God could finish.
9 4/ x . "4. Christ’'s sacrifice is a gift that exceeds every deb t. Our
E sins have been consumed, making possible lives that
glow with the beauty of God’s Spirit. What wonderf ul

news: ‘ltis finished.” Butitis notover.’ Itis not over

because God made us, the church, the ‘not over.” W e
are made witnesses so the world — a world with no ti me
for a crucified God — may know we have all the time of

God'’s kingdom to live in peace with one another.”
-Stanley Hauerwas, Cross-Shattered Christ

“It is finished ,” is a promise and a call to action. Through Chri st's
death on the cross we are promised that the work of God is fulfilled.
We are promised the grace-filled gift of eternal li fe. And yet, it is not
INDEX over. The grace of God calls us into action, not b ecause we need to
earn the grace of God but rather because of the ove rwhelming desire
Eade 2 we have to share the love of God.
Member News
“It is finished ,” are not only words from the cross. They are wor ds for
&99_3_ the entirety of the Lenten season. They are words for the whole of
Committee News our lives as faithful disciples. We are the “not o ver” church. Because
of what Christ has done for us, we have much to do in the name of
@ge_ﬂt Christ. As this holy season unfolds, as we worship , fellowship, pray,
Committee News study, and even fry fish together, let us remember that we do it all
Page 5 because of all that Christ has done for us. We are the church so that
Committee News the world, our nation, and our neighbors may know t he hope and
love of God that has the power to transform lives. In this season, do
P__age_6 not be content to assume that you are “finished.” Know that God,
Fish Fry who created you, is continuing to create in you. A nd may the blessed
Page 7 assurance of the Holy Spirit in your life be the mo tivation for you to
Calendar share your knowledge and love of God with a world t hat is hungry for
that same knowledge and love.
Page 08
Lenten Worship “It is finished”...but we are the ‘not over.’

In Christ’s Service,
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Thanks td_eslie Egensteindor setting up th
FAIR TRADE DISPLAY of Equal Exchang
items on February 22nd. Our church uses

% trade coffee for fellowship and our dinners.

[/}

Purchasing fairly traded goods including
coffee, tea, chocolate, and other snacks all
small scale farmers to invest in farm
improvements, reduces debt and improve tpesy
communities.
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The deadline for the
April Newsletter is
March 16th

Altar Guild

Weekly Holy Communion is a vital part of our
inspiring worship

However, preparation for 52 Sunday services a year takes
dedication. Be blessed and a blessing by becoming part of

L [this team ministry!

It is quite simple to prepare the communion elements, and
could certainly be done by a parent/child team, or a young
adult. You will be trained.

Anyone interested may contact Sue Rollinson by phone at
924-8765, or by email at susanrollinson@sbcglobal.net

Here is a link for a Bible on One Page Website
http://www.jrsbible.info/bible.htm

Our Sympathy and
Prayers

go out to the

friends and family of

Don Flaherty

We pray the Lord will
comfort them in their
loss

2nd Arthur Botsford

3rd Sandra Klein

4th Cherie Blasko

6th Lindsay Evans

6th Dylan Trantum, Jr

11th Jennifer Egensteiner

11th Ryan Rovasio, Jr

16th Tommy Misencik

16th Dan Pivola

17th Don Dains

19th William Tait

21st Robert Singletary

22nd Leah Walker

24th Stephen Schilkowski kg
26th Marian Taylor .
29th Lorie Evans a0
30th Jim Stevens
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$500.00from the proceeds from the Fish Fries have been desigimatetssions. The Church Council approved two
projects—one local and one global.

SPOONER HOUSEwill be the local project. The new shelter, located at @@d Road in Shelton opened this past
summer. The shelter has a remaining balance of $1.4midr its capital campaign and has asked Valley
congregations to help with the increased operating expeisesidition to providing shelter for homeless individuals
and families, Spooner House provides space for the Valley Baokl

MOZAMBIQUE is the global project. Our Connecticut District hasedskat every church in the district contribute to
completing the Conference Center in Beira, the capit8bfdla Province on the Indian Ocean. A Volunteer issidn
(VIM) team plans to go to Mozambique this summer andlavbke to bring $15,000.00 for supplies to complete the
center. It will house church leaders, provide hotel acoodations and become a multi-purpose community meeting
place.

Learn more about Spooner House and Mozambique at our Festh Bisplays and fact sheets will be available tp hel
share our outreach.
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Our food and monetary collection will contnesmety kast

Sunday of the month. the next one wilMaechr29thPlease Every month on thend Mondaywe as a church
continue to give generously. prepare supper for Spooner House. Dinner is at
The Ladles of Love food pantry is open toedidhiatfrom our 5:30. If anyone feels so moved to help prepare ghd
congregation and from outside of our congregatiestions serve please contact Debbie Welch at 929-5789jfor
asked. So if you know someone that need afpefetehfinee o (| 305-4875 cell phone. We would love to have

make a love bag for them. you. It truly is a moving experience to give of

Food suggestions: fruit coffee, cereal, cantmekiqgraanut yourself to the residents there.

butter, juice, baby food, baby formula, ted, batnsbacolate,

powdered, canned milk, rice, pasta and soups. “Please consider joining us whenever you ca

Thank you and many blessings for your corgtait sup
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Each Sunday, bring your own Bible, a pen @rgseitdd OK to write in a Bible), and & pd&eenbtes. Worship
begins in the pews, but continues as youréifle®ord throughout the week.

OnSunday, March 13thing to worship something that represends yaduifevin the home, the workplace, the|school,
or the world. For example: a uniform, aneoeshed gift, a symbol of your faith, a sp¢cialmphte a co-worker,
classmate or neighbor.

ForSunday, March 2@tk are seeking readers to share John 3:1@ty afanguages. Speak to Pastor Heather
(in English, please!) if you can share.

As we use more audio and video in worshifpoekengréor people with gifts to run Powed?gitad, @rojector, solind
equipment, etc.

If you have comments for the Worship Commdtshkipméam, please contact Pastor HeatherromRdsencik.
The Worship Team invites you to join us on Satuvidaigh 21st to begin planning worship from Bhstergh June.

A Serendipity Bible Studglass led by John Torok will begin on Thursday, Februar~
26", 7pm in the Lounge. No advance preparation is necessamply bring your Bible
and your desire to grow in the knowledge and love of God. [

~r

Charting the Course: A Workbook on Christian Discipleshill be our Sunday M‘Z\;‘\gr

morning class for Adults, Youth and Confirmands duringtLai'hat’s a disciple? How
do we faithfully follow Jesus? How do we invite otherdlomjourney? This is a how-t
guide to making disciples for Jesus Christ. “Follow nmgl, lawill make you fish for
people.” (Mark 1:17)
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EASTER FLOWERS ORDER FORM

If you would like to order flowers to be pltneedltan on Easter Sunday, please completa #msl fo
return it with your payment to the churchirt#ise.make checks payalBlegktCGind memBaster
Flowersn the check.

Orders for LILIES are due March 9th .

Orders for DAFFODILS and TULIPS are due April 2nd_.

Please print your name as you would like it to appear in our Easter bulletin
Name
Phone number

Choice of Flowers

Easter Lily $9 X # = = total $
8" Daffodils $10 X # = total $
8" Pink Tulips $10 X # = total $
8" Yellow Tulips $10 X # = total $

Amount enclosed $

Please print what you would like to appear in the Easter bulletin

In Memory of

In Celebration of

In Honor of
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH OF SHELTON

188 Rocky Rest Road, Shelton
(Corner of Long Hill Avenue and Rocky Rest Road)

Free Delivery to Wesley Village! -

Adults $13 Seniors 60+ $11
Child (11 & Under) $6

(¢
Every Friday during Lent
beginning February 27" and
running through April 3 ™

9:45 pm—7:45 pm Fried Cod
Baked Cod
For info call 203-929-3537 (M-Th 10:30 am — 3:30 pm) Baked Potato

or go towww.umcshelton.org

. ) Pasta
Inclement weather cancellations will be announced )
on WICC radio andVTNH.com French Fries
Homemade Coleslaw
WE'RE GIVING BACK Clam Chowder
A portion the our proceeds will go towards the

NYAC Mozambigue MissionandArea Congregations Togethe(ACT) Dessert Table

Spooner House operating expense appeal. Beverages




9:30 am Worship

11:15am Christian | 6:30pm Emmaus | 7:00pm Choir 6:00pm Dinner 10:00am Upper Ro| 5:45 Fish Fry 10:00am ACOA
Education Team Meeting 7:00pm SPRC 7:00pm Ecumenica 7:00pm Bible Study
2:00pm Emmaus Meeting Worship Huntingtor, 7:30pm District
Wedding Congregational Council on Ministrig
Sean & Kati Welch Church
9:30 am Worship | 5:30 Spooner Hous 6:00pm dinner
11:15am Christian | 6:30pm Emmaus | 7:00pm Choir 7:00pm Ecumenica 10:00am Upper Ro| 5:45 Fish Fry 10:00am ACOA
Education Team Meeting Worship Trinity 7:00pm Bible Study
1:00pm MYF Ice Lutheran Church
Skating Pastor Heather Vacation
9:30 am Worship 6:00pm Dinner
11:15am Christian 7:00pm Choir 7:00pm Ecumenical 10:00am Upper Ro| 5:45 Fish Fry 10:00am ACOA
Education Worship First Baptif 7:00pm Bible Study Blood Drive
4:00 Lay Speaker Church
Dinner
9:30 am Worship 6:00pm Dinner
11:15am Christian | 6:30pm Emmaus | 7:00pm Choir 7:00pm Ecumenica 10:00am Upper Ro| 5:45 Fish Fry 10:00am ACOA
Education Team Meeting Worship Shelton | 7:00pm Bible Study
MYF Spaghetti lung Congregational

9:00am District Cle

meeting
9:30 am Worship
11:15am Christian | 6:30pm Emmaus | 7:00pm Choir
Education

MYF Blessed Bowls

Team Meeting




2009 Ecumenical Lenten Worship Series

The schedule of this year’s Lenten worship iseasit@ows:
Wednesday, March 4

Location: Huntington Congregational Churchgi Siciwet
Preacher: Rev. Janet Waggoner
Topic: Pride
Wednesday, March 11
Location: Trinity Lutheran Church, 183 Howe Avenue
Preacher: Rev. Tim Hare
Topic: Envy and Greed
Wednesday, March 18
Location: First Baptist Church, 178 LeavenwibfftoRieal 10)
Preacher: Rev. John Collins
Topic: Laziness and Gluttony
Wednesday, March 25 PW 73“7
Location: Huntington United Methodist Churain388réé Hill Road
Preacher: Rev. Jack Whritenour
Topic: Lust
Wednesday, April 1
Location: Shelton Congregational Church, 268v€ouam
Preacher: Rev. Doug Steeves
Topic: Wrath

Each service will include a dinner at the lobsbebinming at 6:00 pm, followed by the wiviskiasé:00 pm.
The Lenten offerings will be donated to

IRIS — Integrated Refugee & Immigrant Services



