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“A Future with Hope” is the theme for the 2008 gatheringhefGeneral
Co(?ference of The United Methodist Church in Fort WoFiK, beginning on April
23

What is General Conference? “General Conference i®phgolicy-making
body of The United Methodist Church. Church law provides foaaimum of 1,000
delegates - half clergy, half lay....The conference revi$esBook of Disciplinébook
of church law) and Social Principles and adopts resolubaraurrent moral, social,
public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans atggtsufor church wide
programs for the next four yearsvivM/w.umc.org

This year's General Conference, as always, has mamyriamt issues to
discuss and vote on, including: the proposal for a new hynfreaglobal structure of
the UMC,; orders for ordained and lay ministry; and ety of social issues — for a
total of over 1,500 petitions! There are four focus area®&JMC will be exploring in
the next four years: developing Christian leaders for the ktamd the world; starting
new churches; engaging in ministry with the poor; and ingjkiller diseases, such as
malaria, tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS. (For more infotioa on all of these issues,
check outwvww.umc.org UMC materials in the narthex, or speak with me.)

Above all, the emphasis for this General Conferencdaas, and will
continue to be, “holy conferencing,” that is speakingttbth in love, discussing and
debating the issues while remaining ever-mindful that aieyatl delegates are
members of the body of Christ. Discussing the issuebeadaivisive, but as a church,
we are called to love one another, to respect differeaoesto ensure that we are
constantly focused on making disciples of Jesus Chrishéotransformation of the
world.

The same is true for our congregation here in Shelton, W& are but one
member of the larger body of Christ and one representdtihe dnited Methodist
Church. During the past few months, as the Natural ClDeslelopment team has
explored our worship, we have had wonderful, open and hooegersation. We have
thought and prayed about the role of worship and the presen@&oh Gur individual
and communal lives. And | believe that because of thig ¢miferencing, we have
drawn closer to each other and more aware of God maviagd through us. God is
doing amazing work here!

As we pray for the delegates to General Conference argkdigons they
have been called to make, let us continue to have ogkhamnest conversation about
the ways in which we do ministry here. Let us alwaysi$aaen God and God's
purpose for us. Let us be reminded that our call, aboveiadls, is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Blessings,
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| want to express my appreciation to the n

OV

of our church for the delicious meals tha! e
provided me following my recent

ospitalization. Also, for the cards, and
isits from Pastor Heather.
ou were all so thoughtful and caring, an
thank you from the bottom of my heart!
Kod bless you all.
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for your prayers o
behalf since by surgery and also, i
oming months. It is truly appreciated. \\
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Our Sympathy and Prayers g
out to the friends and family @
Frances Rose
&
Nan Antuna
on the passing of their Love(
One

We pray the Lord will comfortgf » ;
them in their loss

If you or someone you know is mission from this list, please
contact the church office to update...and Happy Birthday!

Bill Blasko

2 Richard Harlow
4 Matthew Egensteiner
5 Jim Singletary
8 Gloria Urbano
8 Adeline Anderson
14  Ron Goggins
14  Phil Easman
16 Jean Ovesny
17  Warren Egensteiner
17 Sue Mendez
17 Kaili Webb
19 Jean Mead
20 Janet Sabovik =
23 Dan Pivola
:”Wyi‘ ’m,i’t
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Become
Part of
HpAnFAnHe Our
06080 Church
I Family
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New Members will be received on Pentecost Sunday, May

If you are interested in joining the church, please contac
Janet Yamnicky or Pastor Heather

Our church finally has a new carillon systéacecotepold sys-

tem, which became difficult to maintain asoh itesde. It was
installed several days before Christmas +#mestinthe chimes
to be heard to celebrate the Lord’s birth!

Memorials in honoAlbfed and Helen Thomagven by their
daughtelcynn Baldelliandlorence and Bob Schurmaiven

by their daughtearen made it possible to enjoy the sound of the

Westminster Chimes heard on the hour and half-hour.

The new carillon is digital, programmable aledodagbaying mu-
sic CDs, allowing it to be used for speciahecsasivas wed-
dings and funeral services. It will also playlyssedected sea-
sonal music, such as for the Easter and Chemssmas. st also
has the ability to be connected to speakesanctiny should
the church decide that is a capability theyhenshimothe future.
Enjoy the chimes as a reminder of the Lordtepasserll as
His church’s presence, among us.

We have once again survived another F =

Fry. As expected we had an amazing turnuut

from our congregation and the community each week
(except maybe the snow week, although a seeeral bra
souls did make it). We had to resort to turning ou
Sunday School rooms into "private dining rooms" to
accommodate the overflow, but it all workeld out wel

A very special thank you goes out to all afyour ma
dedicated volunteers and leaders, many of whaam were
every Fish Fry. Your commitment to this beent is t
foundation of its success. This year our paiibura
$4,900a good number considering there were significan
cost increases for most of our product ashedtets t

that we did not increase our prices or decreése our
size. A portion of these profits will be toaatad-

yet undetermined organization or mission.

Thank you also to everyone who attended $Hissyear’
Fry. Without your support this event could not
happen. The response from our community was again
incredible, with a majority of our guests
enthusiastically returning week after wetks king

of response that keeps our Fish Fry goingrygearafte
We were very pleased with our new kitchenbdlity its a
to keep up with the demand. In addition, thedhew h
worked great and kept our clothes from smasetltiag lik
fish fry when we got home. Thadloyoy Wilsdar

your expertise, your time, your leadershiprand you
eagerness to provide us with an exceptionally
Satisfying meal every week. And to all yooutakers
there, your desserts were fabulous and a joy to our
guests. Thank you.

I'd also like to say a special thank you talouiy®u
had a large number of youth volunteers, bath from o
church and the community. You all didjalgaeat it
was noticed by our guests. We are very proud of yo

Bravo to all. So, until next year...

Chairperson, 2008 FUMC Fish Fry
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Kitchen Renovation Update

My apologies for not sending out an update to the kitchen repavsdioner. Since you have entrusted the Kitchen
Renovation Committee with your capital campaign pledges,dhasman of that committee, feel it is importankézp
you informed as to the status of the kitchen upgrades froiect never would have been possible without your paye
and support, financially and otherwise. | am pleasedytdhgekitchen is now functional and made its debut on the first
Fish Fry. As you know, the Fish Fry puts the most stresgiokitchen and exposed weaknesses that required
addressing if we were to continue this significant fuiséra The new kitchen equipment performed spectagularl
Unlike past years, where we experienced lengthy delaysvimgeustomers as a result of our old kitchen equipment’s
inability to keep up with demand, our new stove, convection overe@ndercial fryers had no problem supplying food
to our patrons. The project did experience issuespasmajor projects do, that put us behind schedule -thieus st

use was the first Fish Fry on February 8 instead d&f danuary as had been originally planned. There dreate

minor issues to be resolved and the total completion dfittteen will not happen until after the Fish Fry is oveas

not to interfere with kitchen use each Friday night.

Other items accomplished to date have been the purchasgaihless steel worktable, a stainless steéyeeétor (the

old refrigerator was too small and was showing wear-aag;tend modification of the upper cabinets to make them
safer to use. Electrically, we have more and brighgiting lights, lights inside the new hood to illuminate fityers

and stove below and additional outlets on the floor and wabietter handle the electrical requirements. Futanespl
entail trimming the inside and outside of the windows, ilistah shelf above the serving window and a serving window
overhead door. We also plan to refinish the lower cabinate shey are the only items in the kitchen that have not
received a makeover.

I would be remiss for not recognizing key individuals, whoreffietheir valuable time and talents to this endeavor:

- Howard Brainard(Brainard’s Plumbing), our plumber, for his flexibilitpé rapid response whenever there was an
issue, actual or not, with the propane tank, gas linéseoold fire alarm/extinguishing system. As soon as Miarshall
approval for the kitchen was granted, he obtained his owmegddo install the propane tank, which he accomplished
shortly thereafter. He communicated with us very well a@eded no follow-up to the services he provided. He was
very professional and easy to work with, making our Ithe$ much easier!

- Mike BedermariBederman Electric), our electrician, for his abilityaddress the myriad of issues that cropped up as
the electrical system was upgraded. He kept on top @irthect and adjusted his schedule, as required, to keep our
project moving along, including working weekends if need becdt#emunicated very well and kept us informed of
issues he uncovered — and better yet, told us of his plattitess them! Another professional who made our lives
easier!

- Eric Pierce our carpenter and a new church member, for his dedidatittve project, working weekends, and even at
night, to complete whatever carpentry work was requifhong many projects he undertook, he replaced the mold-
damaged sheetrock in the back hall ceiling, repaired deakf ceiling joist and roof rafter damaged when the Ineod
and exhaust fan were installed. He saved us coaritlasls by volunteering his time, allowing us to address @tbaes
that arose during the renovation. His guidance and advieeineedibly valuable, saving us from schedule delays.
Another true professional.

I would also like to express my appreciation to othersiédping in the kitchen, no matter how much time they spent
there or what tasks they accomplished — it all waatdrelp! Skip Sinclair Ann JacksomndDiane Klepacky
volunteered their time in assisting with numerous miaoelbus projects that need to be done to successfully aemple
this project, though those projects may not be readilyrappto othersBob Yamnickgpent countless hours during the
last couple of weeks prior to the Fish Fry resolving a bbgems to assure we would be operational in eaelyruary.
His handy-man abilities did not go to waste!
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Jimmy Wilsonwhose expertise and guidance on what we should haneioequipment and how the new kitchen
should function resulted in a very capable kitchen, andwasomore than willing to attend last minute meetiogs t
determine a path forward when an issue threatened futfagyrs in opening the kitchen for use. | think he hagsinc
blocked my phone number on both his home and cellular ph&esJenserwho carried the load when | was unable
to, meeting on moments notice with Jimmy and myself, comcating and coordinating with the contractors and for
getting her hands dirty on many a-weekends so we have a kiehean be proud of! Her administrative ability and
attention to detail are second to none. If | neglectedeiotion anyone, please accept my apologies, as it was uninten-
tional.

Please continue your support through prayer and, of cowask yiou to do your best in keeping up with your financial
gifts so we can complete this project and repay the $10,006&rasin, thus fulfilling my financial obligations.

Without the combined effort of all, this project would hatve been possible. The new kitchen will be a benefiito
church and will better enable us, the church, to supponininistries within and outside our congregation.

Chairman, Kitchen Renovation Committee
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Mornings are a challenge for me. To get fivedfibed and motivated for the day requinéskilbénd a
dash of grace. Recently, as | awakened my-blees@an leaned in and gently coaxed, "VBaikisyplt's
B]JDD] time to go to school to learn your numbersrandmettyour reading." He rolled over and grnuanslieebpy,
put-out voice, "l already know all that stuff!"

| chuckled inside at his words - and perhapestig fettrhe knew enough. Then a humblingémedbt
mind. How often do | think the same way abdotchoirady and studying the Bible? After ale theysame stories I've heard
for years. | know the characters, and the seém@diar. | can even quote some Bible vengesnpeed to believe that |

"already know all that stuff.”

God gently reminds me that | need to keep GhevBifge's messages to me are full of lifdhaaddrinrough Jesus Christ,
God gives me a personal invitation to growama ftaithe part of a church community. Jusbasiesds to go to school and to
learn, | need to continue my journey of disGnehoth in the Bible and in the presence péGibe's

Juli Bishop (California, U.S.A.)

| read this story from the upper room and atlcotiglir Sunday School program. We had hada wemgeur teachers
have committed themselves to teach our childrenchifdren have engaged in the discovery didoome a follower of
Jesus. Using all senses they have discoveraddtiei@@tics of God and how to put on thefuf &ad. They have learned
how to reach and connect to our congregatiorglpostcards to them and how they conneat @ didelent and unique
way. They have learned songs to praise ancaindtsieip have enjoyed doing crafts and projeets them to remember
how loved they are. High school class is wdhergpok Seizing the Momédayt'James Moore and learning that God has a

time for everything!

The slogan for this year Sunday Sctiod,fr life"and witho
for life.

ut a doubt, the experiences that thiegdhauit stay with them

But there still more to come and discover!dbioalgenygou to come, send your children andngilves tipét of a life time, to
learn about God, to fellowship with other ahidcelearn to worship our awesome God.

We have a wonderful invitation from the Bahaopitio 4/l other churches of the New YorkCAnfemahce and worship to-
gether oBaturday Junetidt Hofstra Universitgist year our youth participated in Nothetg botiNhe support was over-
whelming. The theme of this yaalss Arknd the children will be encouraged to savendgaaticipate on the Heifer pro-

jectKeep your eyes open for more details!

Big thanks to our trustees who put a winddrarytseedoor so | can use it as Sunday School roo
And as always a great big thank you to all ayiS8tnd| teacher who share their gifts aowetifi@irdur Lord with our chil-
dren. Without you we couldn’t do it! It idatetttw@in our teacher and assistant teacheonée&unday or all Sundays, we

can use you, so if God is calling you to wauk efitldren talk

to me!

Children Sunday School coordinator.

7 (

God calls us by name all the time ... but weaanebfiee, let
alone answer. In the well known style of Jarness\WeM
Lord, | have sinned, but | have several exarlkssmpdf God
has a refrigerator, your picture isthisitjass will explore som
of the ways that God uses to call us.

From learning to recognize His hands in sonstsatiptes to
how He expect us to respond to His call, we futfi haing
through multiple examples of daily occasiariswewgnre the
busy signal back to God. It's not that we gvanmetblim; we are
just out to lunch. Yes, receiving a call frenm@auhly for pas-
tors, He wants all of us to participate... gt figur

And when we miss these opportunities, we rfissaHs sur-
prises; so you don’t want to miss this clgsgiel reo advance

Thursday morning 10:00 - 11:30 am

The Upper Room group has been reading and
discussing the book Having A Mary Heart in a
Martha World: Finding Intimacy with God in the
Busyness of Life by Joanna Weaver. Jesus asked
Mary and Martha to “choose the better part.” What
part do you choose — closeness with God or the
busyness of the world? Join us to help discern
what Jesus is asking of you.

Contact Leeann Mead or Dot Brown for
more information.

THE
Upper
ioom

preparation and will me&wrday mornings during the educ

tion hour fromi1:15 AM to 12:15 PM in the lounge from April

6h through Junesl
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Leaders:

Apr. 06 Jorge Varas

Apr. 13 Leann Misencik

Apr. 20 Leslie Egensteiner

Apr. 27 Don Wilson

Acolytes:

Apr. 06  Alisha James, Moises Varas,
Ximena Varas

Apr.13  Alyssa Wood, Austin James

Apr. 20  Katie lorfino

Apr. 27  Caroline Klepacky

Communion Prep: Pat Fitzsimmons, Sue Rollinson

Communion Servers:

Apr.13  John and Leeann Mead

Apr.20 Dot Brown and Janet Yamnicky

Apr. 27  Warren Egensteiner and Jean Ovesny
Greeters: Monica Harayda & Tianna Greco

Nursery Care:

Apr. 6 Linda Loglisci
Apr. 13  Diane Klepacky
Apr.20  Sue Jensen
Apr. 27 Dot Brown

Coordinating Calendars and people is a huge
challenge. Here is the latest and the greatest
from your youth minister. | hope | might see
some or all of you at these events.

April 6th  Regular meeting Noon -2pm  con-
tinue discussion of the 7 Deadly sins. Also we
will be creating flyers and invitations for our
Dinner theater event.

Emmaus Reunion 2-4pm

CORE meeting 4-6pm

April 11th  An evening Hike in the woods with
Seymour UMC. 6-10pm

April 20th  Noon - 2pm Regular meeting
April 27th  Emmaus Weekend.

Note: Due to conflicts with schedules The MYF
Dinner Theater will be the weekend of May 16th
and 17th please mark your calendars
accordingly. Thank you.

Peace and Blessings

= Youth

><>

The deadline for the <2

May newsletter is '
Monday,
April 21st




Office Hours

6pm SPRC Mtg.

Pastor Heather’s

7am-6pm Boy Scouts

Monday to 7pm Choir 7pm Prayer & Day Off 110m Daisy Scouts
Th q Bible Study
ursaay Pastor Heather
on vacation

10:30-3:30
6 9:30am Worship 7 8 9 10 11 12
11:15am Education Pastor Heather Pastor Heather Pastor Heather Pastor Heather's | 9:30am New
12-2pm MYF _ on retreat on retreat on retreat Day Off Members Class
2-4pm Emmaus Reunion 10am ACOA
4-6pm Emmaus CORE . . 10:30am Acolyte Training

Pastor Heather 7pm Choir 7pm Prayer & 6-10pm MYF Hike
on vacation Bible Study with Seymour UMC
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:30am Worship Pastor Heather's | 9am Life Journal Mtg.
11:15am Education 7pm Choir 7pm Worship Mtg. | 7pm Prayer & Day Off 10am ACOA
. . 10am New Members Class
8pm Church Council | Bible Study NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE!
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:30am Worship 8:30am-3:30pm 8:30am-3:30pm 10am ACOA
11:15am Education ;""‘5"'3%‘:;‘:"('3”' Seoute 7pm Prayer & Hag Ret”‘a'H hers | 112M Daisy Scouts
-5: ; astor Heather's
12-2pm MYF 7pm Choir Bible Study Day Off
27 28 29 30
9:30am Worship 3-5:30pm
11:15am Education Girl Scouts
7pm Choir
/ 38 s
n % " & -
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The Women's Retreat will be Octeer 10-12 at the Incarnation Gger in Ivoryton.
We are looking forward to another relaxing, meat | weeked together. Make your reservation
| f0ipe lovely fall experiee.

The cost is170for 2 nights, 5 delicious meals, program materials, aaft supplies.
A deposit of$70 (check made out to First United Methodist Women) wgkerge your spot.

Any questions? Please ask Ann Singletary or Pastor Heatlay of the previous participants.

PMS can stand for--PHYSICAL/MENTAL abuse must STOP

Many a woman in the USA goes into a mild pkrii attautes before her husband is due homemdarévho has had a full
work day herself) will try to achieve all ikdwhiegian 15 minutes so that when her husibesd@ne to his castle, all will be
perfect. This panic is a result of fear. Tmeandrttee children in the home want the fatmst/taubk in a good mood. This
reduces the risk of any abuse. In most capedgtttion means that the children will baesutofl hearing, dinner is smelling
good, and ALL of the woman's attention is fotusedriving home, his day and his needs.

Some of what this woman must achieve withite¢®htingband's arrival home:

1. Give children snack and settle down wétimeetetrin family room

2. Start prep work for meal--dicing, slicihgmmdge3. Break up argument between childeens-ttaming home"--close door
4. Answer phone, pass to teenager, send tmwthelose door

5. Start meal--meat, vegetables and potdfmsestaiego to bedroom--close door

6. Brush hair, put on fresh, sexier shirt, inekkeup, leave bedroom--close door

7. Tell teenage daughter time is up on phueras'taming home"--close door 7. Give anokhter @mldren (healthy or
quicker dinner?)--cookies--close door

8. Finish dinner and open door to call dhilfigtews, straighten rugs--close door

9. Feed children, send to wash up, kiss geddsgghbor 10. Open front door--enter husbandibgtndoor

Men-if there are closed doors in your home, @ienmyi@sing out on the amazing daily eventstoldyenr-discoveries, in-
sights, praise, accomplishments, growth, leheledafr reassurance, needs to identify,\nogsirspiration for the fu-
ture. You are also missing out on the marof fezetsvife and her abilities.

Womertif there are closed doors in your home, theetherayils abuse. The fall-out of verbal dbeisaise as physical
abuse, for both you and your children. Tiaite fsrfaome, yet the shame is great--buT iy@N§hame. Check your phone
book or a local church for a safe shelter fatr yourahildren nearby.

Women and Messupport your local family shelters with ficlattuiad) and food donatigkisd if you are being abused seek
help! Call The Domestic Violence Hotline (88338@Yor The Umbrella 24-Hour Crisis Hotline32EB44)






