Worship: 11: am.

St. Paul UMC

September 2009

410 Hillcrest
Pastor, Cell 860-3974, Carol Loftin

Sermon Schedule
September 6™ -Carol Loftin
September 13" — Sam Loftin
September 20" — Carol Loftin

September 27 — Sherry Thompson

Happy Birthday

Emily Gibson- 09/06/2009
Glenn Henvi- 09/14/2009

Bible Study: 10:00 a.m.

September—Joshua and Ruth

“Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous, do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged. For the Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go” — Joshual:9 (NIV)

Community Volunteer Opportunities

Food Bank Distribution Center at St. Pauls

Wednesdays: 6:00-7:30pm
Fridays: 6:00-7:30

Open Hearts. Open minds. Open Doors

CROSSROADS URBAN CENTER

Food Pantry: 347 S400 E

Needed: RICE and Cereal. ALL food welcome!
Thrift Store: 1385 W Indiana Ave (850 S)
Needed: Children’s clothes and shoes

Food Drive Needed:

We need every kind of canned and dry good.

The Ronald Mcdonald House in Salt

Lake is a “home away from home” for families of very ill
children who have to be hospitalized. Dinners are
provided to the families, and they always need small
groups of people to come in a cook a warm meal for the
families. If interested please contact Beth: 801-363-
4663




Food Coop:

Order Deadline:
September 11"
Order Pickup:

Saturday September
26th

VAR S/ /)

http://www.crossroads-u-c.org/cfc/index.html

UMCOR

UMCOR depot in Salt Lake City. Hub for UMCOR
relief supplies to be shipped all over the west and
many places overseas. Volunteers needed! Think
about this becoming our church mission project.

{uMCOR

Uinitedt Methods: Committes on Reasd

Give Thanks

- Thanks to the 40 men, women and young
adults from Bozeman United Methodist
Church who came and painted the
foundation of our church!!!

7™ Day Adventist Hours: (Please try to coordinate St

Paul events around these times if possible.)
Wednesday: 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.

Friday: 7:00 p.m. 8:30 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. to 7:30
p.m.

St Paul Prayer Needs

(please let us know if you want a prayer request

published)

St. Paul United Methodist Church
Budget, Revenue and Expenses
$4.500 for 2009
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Rocky Mountain Conference News

At the 2009 session of the Rocky Mountain Conference
Bishop Elaine J.W.Stanovsky offered perspectives on the
mission and ministry of the Rocky Mountain
Conference.

Included are a few of the Bishop's opening comments,
followed by her expectations and challenges to every
member of conference. In order to hear the full version
of her presentations, you will want to go to the
conference web site, RMCUMC.org and find video clips
of the Bishop's comments that will soon be place there.
These clips will provide additional point and stories that
she shared.

Perspectives and observations:

e The Rocky Mountain Conference is blessed with
strong, committed, innovative, churches, clergy,
Cabinet, conference staff and conference
leaders who are working hard to meet the
changes and challenges facing the ministries of
the Local Churches.

e Challenges facing local churches include such
items as: changing neighborhoods and
community populations; loss of revenue;
buildings that are difficult and expensive to
maintain.

e Challenges facing the Rocky Mountain
Conference include such items as: a deficit
created by borrowing from designated funds to
pay for conference expenses; Templed Hills
camp debt drain; revenues being less than
conference expenses; a down-turn in the
economy;

e Consequences include: An accumulated debt
over a period of years that is close to
$1,000,000 due to the need to borrow from
designated funds accounts in the past and the
attempt to refund these at this time; an
economy-caused shortfall in the pension
program that needs to be made up; the fact
that the conference only paid 69% to the
General Church Apportionments.

Good news:

e Every church in the conference, except one,
participated in the tithe plus one percent
program.

Some churches gave more than their tithe plus
one amount.

Methodism was founded on the idea

that people who didn't have very much could
do great things when they pooled their
resources.

Giving is up a little overall in 2009.

e New spending limits are in place for the 2009
conference budget.

The Conference Council on Finance and
Administration has a plan to fully fund the
General Church Obligation by 2013.

Under-tapped resources:

e The membership of our local churches.

e The "Connection" of the United Methodist
Church.

e We are called to serve as Ambassadors for the
"Connection

The Bishop's specific expectations and challenges to
Members of the Conference Session

Introduction:

e Bishop Elaine, reminded the body that, The
mission of the United Methodist Church is "to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World." She shared her
opinion that every leader in the local church is
defined by their discipleship and by their
carrying out the discipleship challenge to make
more disciples. She stated that every disciple in
the church is a "disciple leader." Bishop Elaine
commented, "Jesus does not allow any one
person to stay a consumer for even a second."
She challenged the members to be disciple
leaders. Bishop Elaine stated, "So, | know you
are disciple leaders and you have been touched
by the Holy Spirit and called into leadership on
behalf of the gospel of Jesus Christ and | am
going to give you some expectations, and some
assignments. |'m your Bishop!"



Expectations:

Need to worship regularly in your church. That
means three out of four Sundays a month, at
least. The Bishop stated, "If you are not a
regular attendee, if you are not in church 3 out
of 4 Sunday's, then you cannot lead your church
if you are not worshipping with your church."
Need to be growing in our faith

through prayer. Confession: Bishop Elaine said
she struggled with prayer at one time, and did
not feel connected with God. But she learned
there are thousands of avenues of prayer. We
need to find a prayer habit that opens spiritual
channels. The Bishop challenged members not
to quit looking, saying, "if you have not found a
habit, you have not looked far

enough. Continue on that quest--you will be
blessed."

Need to be involved in a regular faith growth
experience, like a bible study class, small group,
academy for spiritual formation, walk to
Emmaus. Other options are camping and
retreat opportunities that contribute

to personal faith growth.

Need to be generous givers. Members of the
United Methodist Church give between 2-3 %
income to all charitable resources. The Bishop
challenged each member to take a one percent
step towards giving a tithe of income. She
stated, " if we all would do so, it would turn the
church around." Each member was challenged
to look at their personal financial priorities and
see if they are able to take that step.

Need to have a conversation with a young
person about their faith and about the church
before next year's session. The Bishop stated,
"And no kidding: if you do not know a young
person, or you do not have a young person in
your church, it is any opportunity to go to a
campus ministry or a neighboring church," Tell
them you are there seeking understanding, and
ask them to teach you how to twitter.

Need to find an opportunity to be in ministry
with the poor. Bishop stated, "I hope we will
have an opportunity to do that next year at AC."
Examples: Help build or support a Habitat
house, a food pantry.

Need to develop a culture of participating in
significant events in one another' ministries.

The Bishop stated, "If a church is celebrating a
ministry, or Iliff having a celebration, | hope we
will make a point of being ambassadors and
recruiting other ambassadors from our
churches to just be present, representing the
church, celebrating, mourning, being, sharing
life together to reconnect the Connection. That
way we can build on one another's strengths.
Draw from one another's strengths and move
into the future as a strengthen body of Christ. "

Two other challenges by Bishop Elaine:

e First challenge: 100% of the local church in the
conference will participate in the "tithe plus
mission program" which supports the mission
and ministry of the "Connectional" Church.

e Second challenge: The conference will raise the
percentage of contribution toward General
Church Obligations in 2009 and each year after,
until 100% is reached.

Bishop closing statement was, "Thank you, God bless
you, | look forward to a year from now."

May God be with us as we step up and out

as "Ambassadors for the Connection" and carry out the
expectations and challenges issued by Bishop Elaine for
this new conference year.

Blessings upon your ministries as summer winds down
and your fantastic, faith-building, fall schedules begins.



