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"SUMMER IS HERE!" 

"Summertime....and the livin' is easy!" Really?

On my very first day of my very first appointment, the church secretary 
told me, "It's good you're coming in at the beginning of the summer, 

because it's a good, slow time to start." Shortly after that, I left with 20 kids I'd barely met 
for Senior High Institute. Then there was Bible School, then....sixteen years later, I'm still 
waiting on a "slow time" in the summer.

But it's a common idea. Summer is the time we take off. It's not only a holiday from school 
or "normal" activities, but it's also a holiday from church and from God. There are many 
other things we want to do. God can wait until fall comes back around again.

Aren't we glad, though, that God doesn't have the same attitude toward us? "Oh, it's 
summer. I guess I'll just let Dennis take care of himself this year while I go on vacation." 
No, God is always faithful, always present, always right beside us even when we aren't 
paying any attention to Him. God never leaves us on our own, even when we forget include 
Him in our schedule. The Scriptures remind us that God will never forsake us, so it's really 
up to us. Is there time in your summer to worship our ever-faithful God?

I'll see you Sunday at the place of worship!

Pastor Dennis

Happy July Birthday toÉ
01 Charles Randon 06 Freda Black 17 Fletcher Miller

01 Leslie Bailey 07 Michael Penrose 17 Cameron Vaughan

02 Adella Busick 08 Bob Warne 19 Cara Reeder

02 Judi Holtzman 09 Sylvia Moore 19 Heather Schulz

02 Patti Coates 09 Scott Falk 19 Jordan Bailey

02 Leigh Romanov 11 Kelly Ryan 19 Megan Gilbert

02 Julie Woods 13 Dan Brubaker 20 Joshua Novak

03 Bill Hodgson 13 Nick Vaughan 22 Richard Guth

03 Larry Vaughan 14 Rebecca Curry 23 Johnsie Mays

03 Frankie Odar 15 Annaliese Medina 24 Claudia Conner

03 Korissa Neace 15 Isabella Medina 24 Heather Koller

03 Denine Goulding 15 Alyssa Black 24 Tyler Monahan

03 Elliot Sortillo 15 Cory Ford 26 Max Keehn

03 Eleanor Tipton 15 Camille Brown 26 Karen Mauer

04 Jef Halberstadt 16 Heather Paholski 27 Ken Richter

04 April Creech 16 Dean Cunningham 28 Deloris Yavor

04 Jessica Creech 16 Kathleen Tatlock 28 Keith Penrose

04 Maverick Miller 17 Jerry Fitzgerald 28 Thomas Alan Richter

05 Tori Vaughan 17 Joe Reynolds 28 Jacob Lenburg

06 Mike Matthew 17 Frank Odar 29 Ronald Cutler



Happy July Anniversary toÉ
01 Dale & Patricia Tipton 19 Charles & Marvis Shcroeder

05 Harry & Kathy Mendoza 21 Sean & Prudence Gilbert

08 Ray & Bridget Nadolski 22 Bill & Pat Hodgson

08 Mike & Beth Novak 23 Keith & Janet Sharpe

10 Scott & Denisa Riley 25 Nick & Dee Nickerson

15 Chris & Kim Adkins 27 Larry & Lerryn Darnell

15 Mathew & Danielle McKee 28 Lowell & Virginia Torbitt

17 Dave & Jayne Mantz 31 David & Ivy Parker

17 Tom & Kellie Maxwell

                                                 

  
Weekly Calendar

Sundays @ 10:00am Sunday School

Mondays @ 7:00pm Seekers Bible Study 

Wednesdays @ 11:30am Brown Bag Bible Study

Thursdays @ 6:00am Breakfast at Schoops

Remember your church in your will.

              DIRECTIONS TO OUR FATHER'S HOUSE. 
               
              Make a Right onto Believeth Blvd. Keep straight and go through the 
Green Light, which is Jesus Christ. There, you must turn onto the Bridge of 
Faith, which is over troubled water. When you get off the bridge, make a 
Right turn and Keep Straight. You are on the King's Highway - Heaven-
bound. Keep going for three miles: One for the Father, One for the Son, and 
One for the Holy Ghost. Then exit off onto Grace Blvd. From there, make a 
Right turn on Gospel Lane. Keep Straight and then make another Right on 
Prayer Road. As you go on your way, Yield Not to the traffic on Temptation 
Ave. Also, avoid SIN STREET because it is a DEAD END. Pass up Envy 

Drive, and Hate Avenue. Also, pass Hypocrisy Street, Gossiping Lane, and 
Backbiting Blvd. However, you have to go down Long-suffering Lane, 
Persecution Blvd. And Trials and Tribulations Ave. But that's all right, because 
VICTORY Street is straight ahead!  AMEN!!!!! 

A Note from the Secretary
Ahh, the sweet sounds of summer have arrived, motorcycles roaring by, car 

radios blaring, fireworks popping and water splashing! We thought summer would 
never arrive and now we have gone from 60 degrees to 90 overnight, but thatÕs 
Indiana for you. One season seems to just blend into the next, and summer always 
seems too short. There is so much I want to do but can never seem to find the time.

This particular summer will be spent cramming as much house work and yard 
work into it as possible as well as a little vacation, because very soon my free time will 
cease to exist as my husband and I prepare to become the proud owners of Verona 
Pizza VII in Valparaiso. Now before you all panic, no I am not leaving my job as 
secretary here at the church, I simply will be helping out after work here and on 
weekends. Simply?!! Maybe another choice of words would be better suited here but I 
donÕt want Eric to think I am complaining. It will be stressful and time consuming and 
my life as I am accustomed to will be over and a new life will begin. I am excited, 
terrified, proud, reluctant and everything in between. This is not what I pictured my 
life as but then again life never works out the way we picture.

Eric tells me this is a good change, one he feels confident will be the best thing 
for us in the long run. I pray he is right and I trust him when he says he wonÕt let it 
fail. Still my nerves are on complete overload. No matter now, the day for opening is 
quickly approaching and my husband keeps telling me to suck it up and get with the 
program!

So, I am learning to embrace this change coming in my life, something I never 
thought I would. I have prayed on it, talked with everyone that would listen and even 
found the recent series of sermons for a deeper life helpful in my search for answers to 
my great unknown. IÕve learned to draw closer to my husband, my faith and my trust 
that all will be well.

Now all I have to do is get moving with all the things that need to be 
accomplished before the big day, which is tentatively August 3 rd , only a month away 
but it seems like tomorrow. I pray that God will give us the strength we need to pull 
this together, patience to work with each other, guidance when we feel lost, prosperity 
to support our family and every once in awhile a little free time to just catch our breath.

Thanks in advance to all of you that have already promised your support and 
for your words of encouragement. We look forward to seeing you all at our little shop 
on Route 30 inside Thornapple Plaza.

Until next month,
Susie Hidalgo



Changes in the Newsletter
You may have heard that there are some changes coming to our church newsletter. 

A number of factors have converged to bring about this change and, despite what you might 
have heard, yes, there will still be a newsletter and you will still be able to get a copy!

We're all aware that economic times are challenging at best. Few families have been 
left untouched by the current economic crisis. The church is no different. There are many 
great needs pulling at our resources. And in the midst of that are two ongoing 
discussions. One is a Finance Committee discussion about being better stewards of our 
financial resources, and a request to lower administrative and office costs. The other 
discussion comes from the Trustees and centers around how the church can be more 
"green," better stewards of God's creation.

So as a partial answer to both discussions, and in the face of ever-increasing ink, 
paper and postage costs, the decision has been made to stop mass-mailing the newsletter 
out as of the next issue. So that may leave you wondering...how will I get my newsletter?

First and foremost, the newsletter will be available via the church website. Many of 
you have already taken advantage of this accessibility and found it helpful, that the 
newsletter can be wherever you have internet access. In addition, a limited supply 
of printed copies will be available at the church for those who attend worship but do not 
have internet access. Thirdly, we will continue to mail newsletters to shut-ins who do not 
have internet access, as well as to those who, for whatever reason, are unable to access it 
online or pick it up at church. If that includes you, please notify the church office and you 
will remain on the list to be mailed to.

We're encouraging each person in the church who is online to do one (or both) of 
two things. If you are not currently subscribed to the Yahoo! Groups list (which contains 
announcements and prayer requests, but no forwards or spam), you can do so by visiting 
our church website (www.portageumc.org) and clicking on the "Yahoo! Groups Join Now" 
button. Doing so will bring up a blank e-mail, which you can then send and you will be 
added to the list. If you are on Facebook, we also encourage you to join the church 
Facebook group, as we utilize that space to make event announcements. Within Facebook 
(which is free to join), you can search for "Portage First United Methodist Church," and 
then click on "Join Group."
            The newsletter is already posted on the church website. If you do not belong to 
either of the above groups or lists, you will still be able to get the newsletter, but you will 
not receive the e-mail reminder.
            Thanks for your cooperation. This change will take us a few months to get used to, 
but we are still making every effort we can to communicate as much as we can, using the 
technology that is available to us to communicate even more effectively and efficiently.

Stephen Ministry: The Ministry of Listening (Part 1)
Think of a time when you really felt cared for. Chances are someone focused on what you had 
to say, was attentive to your needs, and listened to how you felt instead of telling you how you 
should feel or what you should do.

Listening is one of the most powerful ministry tools at our disposal. It demonstrates that you 
care about the other person. In Stephen Ministry, a great deal of time is spent in teaching and 
practicing listening skills because of its importance as a caregiving tool. You too can become a 
more caring listener by understanding and applying these six listening concepts from Stephen 
Ministry training:

(1) Listening is ACTIVE. It takes energy and commitment to listen really well. Focus your 
attention on what the other person has to say, instead of thinking of what you'll say next. Look 
at him or her while you listen, and nod along from time to time so the person knows you're 
tuned in.

(2) Listening takes PATIENCE. Often you need to build trust before someone will open up to 
you. Constant, patient listening is a key.

(3) Listening involves MORE THAN JUST WORDS. Pay attention not only to what is said, 
but to what is not saidÑor to what is said with a smile or a sigh. Pay attention to body 
language, too. Does it agree with or contradict a person's spoken words?
(continued in next month's newsletter...)

Hey KidsÉtime for Vacation Bible School!!!
Okay campers; are you ready for Vacation Bible School ? This month our VBS 
theme is Camp E.D.G.E.- Experience and Discover God Everywhere! The dates are 
July 27th-31st from 6:30-8:30p.m .!
Kids! Remind your parents to fill out a registration form for you!
Adults! We will need your prayers and support in the form of donations and 
volunteers! Please check the bulletins and welcome center for information!
If you have any questions, please call Rachael Miller (364-2082 or 508-5537) or 
by email mymillertime@comcast.net .! 

!

http://www.portageumc.org/
http://www.portageumc.org/
mailto:mymillertime@comcast.net
mailto:mymillertime@comcast.net


Music Notes
Submitted by: Wanda Samuelson

The Gospel Choir will be singing for the three outdoor services this summer, Sun., June 28, 
July 26 and Aug. 30.  Practices will be Thursdays, July 16 and 23 and Aug. 20 and 27 at 
7PM.  Come and join us.  It's a fun way to Praise our Lord.  If you have questions, contact 
Wanda Samuelson 762-7395 or wnpsamson@verizon.net.

Upper Room
DonÕt forget to pick up your new July/August copy of the Upper Room. ItÕs great 

devotional material.

Join us for our second outdoor worship service this 
summer at Crossroads on Sunday morning July 
26th  at 10:30.   Worship our Lord surrounded by the 
beauty of His creation.  Bring a lawn chair and 
invite a friend or neighbor to join you.   We will 

have our 8:30 service at the church in the Sanctuary.  Mark your 
calendar for our outdoor service next month on August 30 th .

UMM will be hosting a campfire July 19th from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Please plan on attending an evening of praying around the prayer- path, 
marshmallows, and fellowship.  Please bring your lawn chairs, and bug spray.

Can You Feel ÔTHE RUSH?Õ
As we begin the month of July, I want to take a brief moment to energize everyone for the 
celebration of the summerÉAUGUST RUSH ~ Saturday, August 8 th from 
10 AM Ð 7 PM.

As we continue to prepare for this amazing day of fun and fellowship, there are some 
items that we could use as donations for the day of the event:

! Corn hole games and/or Hillbilly golf games
! Small prizes for the carnival games
! Door prizes for the Car Show  

! Hotel points for Holiday Inn Express
o This helps offset the cost for the band coming in from out of town

If you are able to donate to any or all of these please contact Jeff King at 242-3621 or through 
e-mail at ump4fun@aol.com.

In addition, we need people to giveÉ
! The gift of time in volunteering to work at the concession stand, souvenir stand, carnival 

games, one of the inflatables, baseball camp, and the 
Car Show
o The volunteer list is located on the church web site and at the Welcome Center in the 

church

Throughout the entire month of July, we will be selling tickets at the Welcome Center after 
service each Sunday and through the Church Office during the week.

Once again, tickets are $10.00 for ages 13 and older, $5.00 for children ages 2-12, and free 
for children under the age of 2.

In addition to these ticket sales, we will be selling sweepstakes tickets to win a set of 4 White 
Sox tickets and a set of 4 Cubs tickets. 

Sweepstakes tickets are $2.00 a piece or 3 for $5.00.

Finally, for more information and a sneak peek at this yearÕs comedian, Don Tersigni, and this 
yearÕs band, Sidewalk Prophets, check out the ÒAugust RushÓ link on the church web site.  

As we continue to get closer to August Rush, I encourage all of you to:
! purchase your tickets for the event now
! invite others outside of the church and in your local community to the event (hey, maybe 

even purchase a ticket for them)
! plan for an amazing day of fun in the summer sun!

Come on Portage 1 st, join the fun and get YOUR RUSH ON!

mailto:wnpsamson@verizon.net
mailto:wnpsamson@verizon.net


A Note From Pastor Deb
A few weeks ago I went to lunch.  When the bill came I noticed that I had been 

given the senior discount Ð and the waitress didnÕt even ask!  Last week I met a friend for 
breakfast and guess what Ð I proudly ordered off the senior menu.  Aside from the lower 
cost I also noticed the serving size was just right.  It was amazing.  

Changes donÕt come easy.  And this isnÕt a new phenomenon or something unique 
to only you and me.  As we listen to Jesus teaching from the Sermon on the Mount each 
week we are essentially hearing Jesus explaining to the crowds that there is a need for 
change in their thinking Ð ÒYou have heard it said thatÉBut I tell you thatÉÓ

There is a difference between getting older and maturing with age.  Maturing 
denotes wisdom; wisdom brings acceptance of others; acceptance brings open, non-
defensive hearts where the seeds of GodÕs love can take root.

This is my attempt at poetically saying that as Portage First continues to reach out 
Òto make disciples of Christ for the transformation of the worldÓ there will be changes.  

Much like life has changed over the years from childhood with dependence on your 
parents, to a teenager who knows more than their parent.  As young adults there is the 
change in life that comes that first summer when your new employer doesnÕt give you the 
summer off.  As we grow there are often more responsibilities.  More people looking to us 
for wisdom, guidance, nurture and love.

As we as a congregation continue to reach out, my prayer is that each of us, you and 
me, will remain open to the leading of GodÕs Holy Spirit Ð standing firm in the foundation 
of our faith (John 3Ó16) but open to change that may be required in the everyday details.  

        Together in Christian service,
        Pastor Deb

     

Many Thanks Ð TO ALL WHO DONATED BLOOD DURING OUR 
LAST RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE.  38 units of blood were donated.  This 
was 5 more than our goal!  Lives are saved daily thanks to this type of 
generosity.

At Portage First
Wednesday, July 15

7:00pm

African ChildrenÕs Choir is an amazing group of children chosen from among 
AfricaÕs neediest and most vulnerable.  Many have been orphaned or abandoned, 
due in part to war and the high occurrence of HIV.  The choir is dedicated to 
showing both the children and the world that its members have beauty, dignity 
and a God-given ability.  After touring with the choir each child is guaranteed an 
education through secondary and beyond.  It is in this way that the cycle of 
poverty can be broken.  Check out their web site 
www.africanchildrenschoir.com .

The choir had a break in their tour schedule and asked at short notice if we would 
like to host them.  This requires food, lodging, providing a place for their 
classroom studies, etc.  Lots of things that need to be done.  Will you consider 
helping?  There will soon be a list of needs posted at the Welcome Center.  Please 
take a look and plan to help in some way.

For many years Portage First has supported missionaries Jim and Helen Dwyer.  
The Dwyers retired this past year and are now living in New York.  The missions 
committee has determined that the gold can for the remainder of the year will go 
to support Red Bird Mission.  Then, in January of 2010 we will introduce another 
United Methodist Missionary which Portage First will support.

http://www.africanchildrenschoir.com
http://www.africanchildrenschoir.com


Sunday, July 26
8:30 service at the church     10:30 Outdoor service at Crossroads

THANKS FOR HELPING US KEEP IT TOGETHER
This past year health issues have scattered our lives

Michael Rousselle Pat Hodgson
Michael is now in remission and has a new hip

Pat has completed chemo and radiation on her way to good health

So many of you have helped us through your prayers, kind words, 
concern, mowing our grass, bringing food, transportation, cards, 
calls, visits and more.  We would like to say thank you.  SOOOÉ

LETÕS GET TOGETHER
SATURDAY, JULY 18

3-6pm
CROSSROADS

PLEASE BRING:  a lawn chair and a potluck dish
Rain??  WeÕll be at the church

4th Annual UMM FAMILY RAILCAT BASEBALL NIGHT

Saturday, August 15th, 6pm. 
USS Steel Yard 1 Stadium Plaza, Gary

TICKETS AVAILABLE @ $8 each by August 2nd.
Bring your family & friends & head out to the old ballpark for an evening of fun, fellowship 
and fireworks following the game.  
For Tickets or More Information see or call Joe Reynolds 763-2902or Chris Adkins 
763-1301.

August Rush  Car Show
 
          It's that time of year to get our "Rush on" and this yearÕs event will be even 
bigger and better than last year with the Car show and the August  Rush events 
combined. There are numerous ways you can be involved and help to make this 
yearÕs event a huge success! First , you can write your name down on the signup 
sheet at the welcome center for an hour or two to help in a certain area, either at  
Crossroads, (for Aug. Rush) or at the church, (for the Car show.) If you cannot find the 
time to participate, but would like to help in a tangible way, you may also do that by 
donating a new item that would be a nice door prize at the car show. It doesn't have 
to be expensive. Sometimes local businesses are willing to donate items for the 
cause. Also you may purchase items that would preferably have to do with 
automobiles. Examples would be; car air fresheners, car wash items such as soap, 
sponges buckets, waxes, Fuzzy dice etc. Anything relating to cars that may be given 
away at the show. 
         If you have any questions about this yearÕs August Rush/Car show event, 
you can contact Jeff King or Steve Massow   (Get your "rush onÓ tell someone to tell 
someone!!)  



The Salvation Army of Porter County needs your help to STUFF 
THE BUS with school supplies for children in need in Porter 

County.

With over 3,000 children receiving free or reduced lunches in Porter County 
schools, it is apparent that many families are struggling to meet their own basic 
needs. The Salvation Army is asking for you help to get school supplies to as many 
of these children as possible so that they have the tools they need to learn. Our 
Stuff the bus with School Supplies campaign begins July 20. Please help us collect 
the items needed to send these children back to school equipped to succeed.
 During the week of July 20, the Salvation Army bus will be at three 
locations in Porter County to collect school supplies or you may contact us directly 
to bring items to the Salvation Army. We have partnered with the following 
businesses as drop off locations in each of the three major cities:
 Monday July 20, STAPLES , HWY. 30 Valparaiso 10am-8pm.
 Tuesday July 21, STAPLES, HWY. 30 Valparaiso 10am-6pm.
 Wednesday July 22, STAPLES, HWY. 30 Valparaiso 10am-6pm.
 Thursday July 23, KMART, Portage   10am-6pm.
 Friday July 24, KMART, Portage               10am-8pm.
 Saturday July 25, KMART, Chesterton   10am-6pm.
HereÕs how you can help:

¥ Encourage your various ministry groups to collect school supplies and 
backpacks to help stuff the bus.

¥ Take a special collection for the Salvation Army and we will use the funds to 
purchase supplies for children in need.

¥ Visit our bus stop partner and purchase pre-packaged bags of supplies 
prepared by the stores.
The goal is to send these children back to school with the supplies they need 

to learn Ð pen, pencil, paper, ruler, book bag or backpack, binder, trapper 
keeper, notebook, folders, crayons, makers, colored pencils, protractor, and 
calculator.
 We thank you for your consideration and appreciate your 
commitment to helping the children in our communities. For additional 
information, please contact the Salvation Army at 762-9191. 

Kitchen Duty
Our kitchen is here for everyone to use and with that requires those using it to clean 
up afterwards. Our kitchen has gotten out of control with dirty dishes left in the sink, 
food left molding in the refrigerator, carry-in dishes left behind and so on. What you 
leave behind will be used for something else or disposed of. This accounts for dishes 
as well as food. YouÕre cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

To all committees and submitters of articles for bulletin inserts:
A new policy for bulletin inserts has been adopted as a result of our 
commitment to cut back on administrative costs as well as being kinder to 
our environment. From now on any activity you would like to post in the 
bulletin insert will run for a period of two weeks, it will run consecutively 
or can be broken up in to different weeks. Your activity will also be 
displayed on the power point announcements and played on the Monday 
Minute as well as our website upon request. We appreciate your 
understanding.



Tickets are Available now for the august rush concert at crossroads august 
8th. You donÕt want to miss it. There will be bands, food, games and lots 
of fun. Tickets are in the o!ce, get yours Now.
(see inside for more details)


