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District Conference is Here!

I know it hasn’t seemed like summer,
and no one is anticipating fall, but it is
coming and Port Huron District Conference
will be one of the first items we will be
attending. 

This year the Port Huron District
Conference will be held on Sunday,
September 13 at the Imlay City United
Methodist Church. People from all over the
district will come together for the  3:00 PM
starting time. We will be greeted by a new
District Superintendent, Rev. Joanne Bartelt.

As each pastor gathers all those on your
Church Leadership list who represent your
church on either the District Board of
Missions & Church Extension or the District
Council on Ministries remind them that this
is a new year.

One thing remains, pastors and those of
us in the pews can have a voice and vote as
to how things happen in the district. If you
want to know what’s happening in the Port
Huron district here is a way to find out. Your

voice will be heard and you can make a
difference. 

All are welcome to attend, so plan on
meeting with others in the district on
September 13, 2009 at the Imlay City UMC
at 3:00 PM

Welcome our new D.S.

As stated in the previous article the
people of the Port Huron District have a new
District Superintendent this year. Rev.
Joanne Bartelt has been appointed by our
bishop to oversee this district. 

The Superintendency committee has
been working hard to make sure that we
have a wonderful celebration for our new
district superintendent. Sunday, October 18,
2009 is the date that the bishop will be here
and hold the celebration of installation for
Rev. Bartelt. 

Marlette: First United Methodist Church
was the church deemed the honor of
holding this gathering. People of the Port
Huron District will assemble there at 3:00
PM. Make sure you put this date on your
calendar, you don’t want to miss it.
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Calling all Teenagers!

The Port Huron District is holding a
District Youth Lock-In. It will take place
Saturday, October 24 at Marlette: First
United Methodist Church beginning at 6:00
PM. 

The Lock-in is for all youth grades 6-12
in the Port Huron District. We will join the
worship service at Marlette on Sunday
morning. The Lock-In will conclude after
worship. 

 Please RSVP to Alicea Williams at 810
985-8107 by October 10. There will be
games, snacks, movies, praise time, and
lots of fun. We will also offer sleeping rooms
for drivers to sleep through the night.

 Volunteers will be needed to help
chaperone and must be approved under the
Protection Policy by the Conference. If you
have not taken the Protection training but
would like to chaperone contact Alicea
Williams at 810-985-8107. 

Hope to see all of our youth at the Lock-In!

Concert for Youth & Young at
Heart

Continuing with our 175th Celebration at
Port Huron: First UMC, the 175th
committee, the Evangelism committee, and
the Youth of Port Huron First United
Methodist Church are inviting all youth and
young-at-heart for a Look Towards the
Future Concert. The concert will take place
on Saturday, October 3. Doors will open at
5:30. FREE tickets are available at the
Family Christian Store in Port Huron, Port
Huron Music Center, or Port Huron First
United Methodist Church. Bring your ticket
and 1 non-perishable food item in order to
get in. There will be three acts and food will
be available for sale. Call Port Huron First
United Methodist Church 810-985-8107 for
more information.

Both Articles submitted by 
 Alicea Williams, P.H. CCYM Dir.

Prayer Concerns

Terry Gladstone- a tumor was found in
her lower intestine. She is currently
undergoing chemo. & radiation and will have
the mass removed following that. 

Bruce Denton is undergoing cancer
treatment. 

Barbara Welbaum is trying different
medications to alleviate pain from
rheumatoid arthritis. 

Maureen Baker’s mother-in law,  Helen
Baker, is very ill in Yale Medilodge. Please
pray for her and her family. 

John Heim came through surgery on his
knee and is back serving God and his
congregation. 

David Collins wanted to thank you for
your prayers during his knee replacement
surgery. He is doing well. 

Many of you remember Janet Engler.
She had her eye removed on July 11. Her
home address is: 3393 Brauer Rd., Oxford
48371. I’m sure she would appreciate
hearing from friends at this time. 

Our loving thoughts and prayers go out
to the family of Stephen Fraser-Soots. He
went home to be with his heavenly Father
on June 26, 2009. We continue to keep Bea
and his sons in our prayers as they deal with
this difficult loss. 

Church Conference Forms

This year’s Church Conference Forms
have been placed on the internet. You can
find the forms on our district web site:

www.gbgm-umc.org/port-huron
The church conference agenda has

been added, so if you haven’t downloaded it
yet- please do. 



3 Newsletter for the Port Huron District      September 2009

From our D.S.

Sometimes it�s so easy to be
complacent in our everyday life. We get into
a groove and stay there for a very long time
until something jars us to change. In some
cases it�s an illness that rocks our world, in
other cases it may be finding yourself alone
after a child goes away to school. Wherever
we fall on the spectrum, all of us experience
those expected moments that “rock our
world” and turn us upside down.

Late last month, Eugene Blair and
myself went to United Seminary to take
some classes related to the
Superintendency. It was a wonderful three
days of instruction, questions, answers and
most of all it was a time of fellowship with
folks who are just beginning this process
also. I valued my time there. 

One of the most touching though was
our time of devotions. In one of the prayers
we were asked to envision the Christ as a
trail-guide. The trail-guide who walks on the
outside ledge to keep us from falling, the
trail-guide who sees the rough places ahead
and helps us through those times, and
finally the trail-guide who walks the entire
trail with us and emerges with us at the end
of the trail.

It is our Christ who is with us and it is our
Christ who will help us as we go forward in
ministry. I see growing churches in our
district, not just in numbers but growing in
the love of Christ. That�s what is important;
growing in Christ

I really want to visit each zone, so if you
would email me the time your zones meet, I
would appreciate it . We need to dare to
dream............dare to dream.  It is known
that dreams really do come true. To reach
many to show the love of God is a dream we
cannot afford to overlook. 

Dare to dream and Shalom,

��������		��
����
�

D.S. Destinations

September:
CC= Church Conference

Host Church in Bold type
 1: One on One’s in Romeo
 2: Superintendency Mtg 2:00 PM
 3-6: Out of town
 8: CC-Caseville
10: CC - Marlette: First UMC
12: UMW Prayer Breakfast
13: Port Huron District Conference
13: DCOM Mtg.
14: CC - Bethel
15: CC - Kilmanagh/Unionville
16: Dist Committee on Ordained Ministry
16: CC - Imlay City
17: CC - Omard
19: CC - Bad Axe: First 10 AM
19: CC - Harbor Beach 2 PM
19: CC - Deckerville/ Minden City 5 PM
20: Speaking @ Lainsburg
21: CC - Capac: First/ Capac: Zion
22: CC - Cole/ Melvin
23: CC: Algonac: Trinity/ Marine City
24: CC - Peck
26: Coming Fully Alive, Lapeer: Trinity
27: Port Huron: First 
27: DCUMCS - Bishop Speaking
28: DCUMCS - Lake Huron Retreat
28: CC - Lakeville
29: Cabinet Mtg
30: Cabinet Mtg.

Bishop’s Day

Save the Date: Saturday, March 13,
2010 will be the date of Bishop’s Day this
year. Entitled “Called Out: Creating New
Faces for New Places”. Bishop’s day for
both Flint & Port Huron District will be at
Lapeer: Trinity UMC. 
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ATTENTION: All Pastors & Church
Leaders:
Due to budgetary constraints this is the
last issue of the Spinnaker that will be
mailed out. The Spinnaker will continue 
each month on the Port Huron Web
Site at:
 www.gbgm-umc.org/port-huron
All people currently on the email listing
will be notified when it has been
posted. If you are currently not on the
email list please contact the district
office with your email address. 
Thanks!

Lay Speaking Classes Begin
Fall Lay Speaking Classes will begin this

year on September 27 and finish with
commissioning on November 8, 2009.

Although “speaking” remains its middle
name, Lay Speaking Ministries (LSM) is no
longer focused simply on occasional pulpit
supply. Instead, the focus is really on
encouraging and training laity to be better
servant leaders in partnership with pastors
and congregations.

LSM offers a variety of leadership
training opportunities. For example, the
basic course encourages each participant to
examine their call to Christian service and
offers opportunities to learn how to respond
to that call. Advanced courses focus on
stewardship, congregational evangelism,
caring ministries, spiritual disciplines,
servant leadership and UM history and
tradition, as well as preaching and worship
planning. Recently introduced advanced
courses cover leading Bible study,
developing a personal prayer life and
organizing small groups.

Trained lay speakers can offer a wide
variety of talent and experience in
partnership with pastors and congregations.
This partnership enables pastors to focus on
the tasks and ministries that need their
greatest attention and for which their
specialized training is most effective.
Furthermore, when specific ministries can
be delegated to qualified and motivated
laity, congregations can extend their reach
through expanded visitation and member
care, innovative outreach and missions
programs and enhanced communication.

LSM is a win-win-win situation for the
United Methodist Church. Laity gain
knowledge, experience and confidence;
pastors gain leaders they can depend upon
to multiply their effectiveness; and
congregations extend their reach within and
beyond their communities.”

Class this fall will be held at Lapeer:
Trinity, Lexington, Saint Clair: First, Sutton

Sunshine and Capac: Zion. Advanced class
will be Lay Speakers Discover Spiritual
Gifts. Cost for either Basic or Advanced Lay
Speaking is $30. Contact Lay Speaking
Director, Ron Bailey at
rbaileylsm@comcast.net or at his home
telephone in the evenings. 810-385-5473
excerpts from 02 Jim Birch article in the Michigan
Christian Advocate

Men’s Fall Rally Set

The United Methodist Men of the Port
Huron District will be meeting on October 4,
2009 at the Central Lakeport United
Methodist Church. A dinner and a musical
program by the Chapelaires is planned for
the evening. Registration is at 5:30 PM and
dinner is planned for 6:00 PM with the
program starting at 7:00 PM. It will cost you
a $10 donation and a can of food for Project
Blessing to attend this great night of
Christian Fellowship. See the flyer further on
in the Spinnaker for all the details. 
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Administrative Assistants find
Hope at Retreat

Any office staff serving a United
Methodist Church in this conference is
invited (and should be looking forward to) a
time to relax, refresh your spirit and find
hope in the world around them. You will be
inspired and encouraged by the speakers:
Faith Fowler and Joy Barrett. Enjoy a
worship service with Bishop Keaton giving
the message. 

So when is all this wonderful stuff taking
place?  Worship will begin after check in at
4:00 PM on Sunday, September 27 at the
Lake Huron Retreat Center. (A beautiful
peaceful place overlooking the lake.) Rooms
are available to spend the night and enjoy
the refreshing workshops that will take place
on Monday, Sept. 28. You can get a copy of
the flyer by going to
http://dumcs.homestead.com on the web. 

There is still time to register for this
event, but do so quickly the rooms are
starting to fill up. 

New Ad. Assistant
Announced

Claudia Bowers has been hired as the
administrative assistant to the director of
Connectional Ministries and Conference
Leadership Team of the Detroit Conference.
Many of you know Edna Smith current
holder of this position will be retiring on
September 1, 2009. She is wished well by
all that know her, and the people of the
conference welcome Claudia to her new
position. 

Women Gather for Breakfast
and Prayer

The United Methodist Women of the Port
Huron District are anxiously looking forward
to the annual Prayer Breakfast that will be
held on Saturday, September 12 at the
Marlette: First UMC where the program will
be “Remember Us, The Women” presented
by the UMW District Team Members. Music
will be by Rhonda Powers and Tanya
Evans.

The food is always great, the company is
terrific and the program sounds like it will be
a lot of fun. So ladies make sure you are at
the Marlette: First UMC at 9:30 AM on Sept.
12 for all the fun and food.  Reservations
are requested by Sept 5, to Ann Rakow,
3169 Main St, Marlette MI 48453.

Women’s Annual Meeting

The Port Huron UMW will be holding
their annual meeting at the Sandusky: First
UMC on Saturday, October 3, 2009. Doors
open at 9:00 AM with the program beginning
at 10:00 AM. 

Keynote Address this year will be given
by Rev. Louise Ott, District Superintendent
of the Saginaw Bay Dist. Topic of the day
will be “Whose At Our Table”. Meal tickets
will be sent in advance, so please include a
self-addressed stamped envelope when you
send in your registration. Should you need a
registration form, contact your local UMW
unit or contact the district office, either
would be glad to help you. 

Please remember the Conference
Annual Meeting is October 24 in Fenton. 
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District Directions:

For September 2009
 2: Superintendency Com., 2:00 PM 

at the district office
 7: Labor Day - Office Closed
12: UMW Prayer Breakfast, 9 AM at

Marlette: First
13: Port Huron District Conference, 3 PM

DCOM Mtg. following
16: Dist. Committee on Ordained

 Ministry, 9 AM, Port Huron: First
26: Coming Fully Alive - Lapeer: Trinity,

9:30 AM - 2:30 PM
27: Port Huron: First Celebrates 175

 years of Christian Witness in the
 community 

27: Lay Speaking Classes Begin
27: Det. Conference United Methodist
 Church Secretaries Retreat at 
 Lake Huron Retreat Center, 4:30 PM
 through Sept. 28
October:
 3: P.H. District UMW Annual Mtg., 

10:00 AM at Sandusky: First UMC
 3: P.H.: First Youth Concert, 5:30 PM
 4: UMM Fall Rally, Central Lakeport 
 8: DBOM Mtg., 7:00 PM W. Goodland
10: Dist. Bd. Of Church Loc. & Bld. 
18: Welcome Celebration for New D.S.,

Rev. Joanne Bartelt, Marlette: First,
3:00 PM

24: Port Huron District Youth Lock In
at Marlette: First UMC

24: Det. Conf. UMC Annual Mtg., Fenton

Any material to be
included in the October 
issue of The Spinnaker
needs to be in the District
Office before September 1, 2009.   Thanks!

Pray for Our Churches

First Sunday in September:
McGregor & Carsonville UMC’s

Pastor Jerry Griggs
New Haven: Faith UMC

Pastor Marion Pohly
Second Sunday in September:

Memphis: First & Lamb UMC’s
Pastor Jim Huff

New Hope UMC
 Pastor George Spencer

Third Sunday in September:
North Branch: First UMC

Pastor Ron Hutchinson
Silverwood UMC

Pastor Ron Hutchinson
Fourth Sunday in September:

North Street UMC
Pastor Bill McBride

Omo: Zion UMC
Pastor Donald Sperling

Medical Misssion

Medical Mission to Guatemala March 11-
21, 2010. They are in need of Nurses,
EMT’s, Physicians Assistants, Physicians or
Pharmacists or Pharmacy Techs, who would
like to go on a rewarding adventure to
Camotan, Guatemala. Make a difference in
the love of another. Cost approximately
$1,400.00 includes airfare, food
accommodations and all in country
transportation. Check out the web site:
www.servantministries.net or contact Bob or
Maureen Baker for more information on this
trip 810-346-2555.   
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Coming Fully
Alive

Our Christian Education Consultant,
Karen Wissman, has arranged a special day
for Mature Methodists on Saturday,
September 26, 2009. Entitled “Coming Fully
Alive as You Age”. The program will
address:

Finding Meaning in Life, Being Fully
Alive: Body Mind and Spirit, Aging as a
Spiritual Journey, and the Uplifting Power of
Humor. 

Held at the Lapeer: Trinity UMC from
9:30 AM until 2:30 PM the Key note speaker
will be our new district superintendent, Rev.
Joanne Bartelt. Cost for the day, including
lunch is $15. To register contact Karen
Wissman at 810-765-5959 or
Kwissman@softhome.net. 

Directory Changes

As always, when the district directory is
published there are always changes. 

Changes important for Pastors on page
38:

Please change Sang Yoon Chun
address to: PO Box 194, 1465 W. Samaria
Rd., Samaria MI 48177

Also change the email address for Local
Pastor Registrar, Billie Lou Gillespie to: 

spiritdancer1216@gmail.com

Get In The Car Missions

Get in the Car Missions, a program
sponsored by New Hope UMC in Shelby
Twp. has two opportunities to go to the Gulf
Coast to rebuild after Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita and now Ike and Gustav. 

First group October 3-11, 2009 led by
Kathy Miller & Jodi Korte. Second group
October 10-18, 2009 led by Eric Miller. Both
teams will be traveling to Sidell LA and
working in and around the Greater New
Orleans area. 

Cost is $160. Per person per week. A
team meeting is planned for two weeks prior
to departure. Contact
Kathy@getinthecar.org  

They are also looking for prayer teams
and financial supporters for each team. 

This year’s “Spirit’s Fire Bicycle
Fundraiser” will be held August 29.  To find
out more contact eric@getinghecar.org 

Bishop’s Office Changing
Address

The Bishop’s Office will be discontinuing
the use of the Lansing P.O. Box over the
next 6 months. As of the first of the year
(2010) the mailing address will be: 2164
University Park, Suite 250, Okemos MI
48864. Please make this change to your
records. Thank you. 



8 Newsletter for the Port Huron District      September 2009

Celebrations!

����������	
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 1: Rev. John Heim
 2: Chris Hoppenworth
 5: Hollis Clark
 5: Christopher Williams
11: Rev. Georg Gerritsen
14: Bonnie Rapson
15: Rev. George Dunstan
17: Rev. Don Gotham
19: Karen Allan
30: Rev. Dennis Irish

���������
��
��
�����
Sept. 2: Rev’s Randy Whitcomb &

Michelle Gentile
Sept. 5: Rev. Lisa & Hollis Clark
Sept. 10: Rev. Dianna & John Rees
Sept. 13: Rev. Don & Lois Francis
Sept. 16: Rev. Ellen & Fred Schippert
Sept. 23: Rev. Georg

 & Barbara Gerritsen
Sept. 24: Rev. Kevin & Ellen Harbin
Sept. 25: Rev. Basel & Maxine Curtiss

New Grandbaby
Anthony and Meghan Rogalski were

blessed with a brand new baby boy on July
21.  Aaron Anthony weighed in at 7lbs 11 oz
and was 20 inches long. Both brother Gavin
and Grandparents Tony & Joan Rogalski
are delighted. 

Pig Roast - WHAT FUN!
If you missed the Port Huron Pig Roast,

you missed a great day. Even though there
was the threat of rain 75 people came to be
a part of the first annual Port Huron Pig
Roast. Make sure that you don’t miss out
next year. We are planning bigger and
better.

Last Printing of the Spinnaker
In the Port Huron District we are

addressing how we communicate with the
people in the district.  To be responsible
stewards of our finances it was decided that 
the Spinnaker will now be put up onto the
Port Huron web site www.gbgm-
umc.org/port-huron

There will be no printed copies sent out
after this addition. Anyone on the district
email address list will receive notice as to
when the Spinnaker has been posted
online. If you currently receive the Spinnaker
and do not receive the prayer concerns or
other district updates via email you may
want to email the office your email address
for inclusion on our list. 

Youth Council that met 4/09.
Attend the Youth Lockout & Find Out More


