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Detroit Annual Conference Is Online

The world is operating online and now so
is the Detroit Annual Conference
registration. The program committee of the
Detroit Annual Conference (to decrease
spending as all agencies have cut budgets
by 30%) has decided that the pre-
conference mailing will be conducted
entirely by electronic means in 2009.

You will find the registration materials
available online now at 

http://www.umc-detconf.org
Look in the upper right hand corner and

you will find Detroit Annual Conference. If
you click on that, you will find all the
registration forms and all the other
information that you will need for Detroit
Annual Conference. The Voting items will
not be available online until April 1, 2009.
You will be able to download them at that
time.  The Detroit Annual Conference will
begin on Thursday, May 14, 2009. 

NO FORMS WILL BE MAILED FROM
DETROIT ANNUAL CONFERENCE.

All members of the annual conference
are expected to download and print their
own materials from the conference web site.
If members do not personally have access
to the conference web site, they are asked
to check with their local church, public
library or friends for access to the site. 

All retired clergy should have received
notification about the pre-conference
materials by letter prior to their availability
on the conference web site. 
NOTE: Internet Access

It is an unwritten expectation that all
churches have internet access and it should
be high-speed, if available. In addition, the
Detroit Annual Conference’s Parsonage
Guidelines state in the section on Utilities:
“Internet access should be provided if the
office in the home is the primary office.” It is
important that all churches have internet
access as more and more correspondence
is only being distributed through the internet.

Lunch is on Thursday

All who attend the Detroit Annual
Conference are encouraged to sign up for
the Port Huron District Luncheon too. The
day was changed, anticipating a
Wednesday evening conference start.

As the Detroit Annual Conference begins
at 9:00 AM on Thursday, May 14, 2009, we
will be one of the first groups to meet for
lunch at noon on Thursday in the Tobias
Room in Ritchie Dining Hall. 

Make sure you register when you send in
your registration, or you may miss out. The
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room is usually packed. It is a great time to
connect with your friends in the Port Huron
District attending the conference. We share
good news and catch up on how everyone
is. This year we hopefully will have the
outgoing (Rev. Peggy Paige) and incoming
(Rev. Joanne Bartelt)  District
Superintendents with us. It sounds like a
great way to begin the conference. Sign up
now and I’ll see you Thursday, May 14th for
Lunch.

A New Beginning

For those churches that will be
experiencing a change of pastor’s this year
the Detroit Annual Conference has set up a
number of workshops designed to insure a
healthy transition. 

For S/PPRC people the workshop will be
held on May 9, 2009 from 12:30 - 3:30 PM
at Bethel UMC 1309 N. Ballenger Hwy, in
Flint and at West Mound UMC, 22395
Eureka Rd., in Taylor.

A workshop for Pastors and Staff will be
held on May 6, 2009 at 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
at Bethel UMC 1309 N. Ballenger Hwy, in
Flint and at West Mound UMC, 22395
Eureka Rd., in Taylor

There will also be a retreat for Pastors
and Spouses on September 4-5 from 1:00
PM until 11:00 AM (registration begins at
12:30 PM) at Lake Huron Retreat Center.

To register for these events contact Rev.
Ron Irish at 313-928-7484. 

Prayer Concerns

Val Barnett has come home. She
continues to have problems with kidney
function.  Please keep her, husband Jim,
and family in your prayers.

Colin Stover is having more tests done.
Eric Johnson’s sister in law, Nina

Johnson has had surgery to remove a
cancerous tumor. Please keep Nina and all
the family in your prayers as she begins
chemotherapy. 

Jim Paige continues in therapy for his
knee. 

Both of the twins, Logan and Madison
(Gloria Haynes grandchildren)  have come
home from the hospital and seem to be
doing well. Praise the Lord!

The Conf. Statistician
Says.....
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D.S. Destinations
For April 2009

 1-2: Cabinet Mtg.
 4: PH Board of Church Location & Bld.
 5: Lay Speaker Dedication 2:00 PM
 5: DCOM Mtg. 3:30 PM
12: Easter Sunday
16: PH Dist. Bd. Of Missions Mtg.
21: PH Town & Country Mtg.
23: PH Dist. Committee on Ordained Min
24: DAC Liberian Task Force
25: Port Huron Dist. Youth
27-28: Cabinet Mtg.

To the Port Huron District
As I write this the temperature is near

zero and the stock market has hit a new low
not seen in over eleven years but the sun is
shining brightly.  It is a reminder to us that
no matter what our external circumstances
are the “Son” is always shining in our lives. 
“Cultivating: Fruitfulness – A Day with
Bishop Schnase” has not yet taken place
but I am confident that it will be a great day
that will energize the churches on the Port
Huron District if the “5 Practices” are lived
out.

There will be change in the coming
months both for the Port Huron District and
for me.   You will be blessed with a new
District Superintendent, Rev. Joanne Bartelt,
who will bring her unique gifts and grace,
and new ideas.   Put her at ease among you
by the warmth and sheer gratefulness of
your reception.   Do not compare the new
DS with the old and never say, “But our last
DS did it this way.”  

I will be going to a new appointment (not
yet determined) in the Detroit Conference to
share my gifts and to continue to be in
ministry.  In anticipation of that move I have
begun to clear out my office bookshelves.   I
am offering free on a first come basis – back
issues of “Homiletics – the art of
communication through preaching and

worship.”  There will also be other books
available – feel free to stop by and check
out the “free table.”  In addition, as I began
to pack up my old “Ideals” I found this poem
by Margaret Rourke, a native of Michigan,
that I would like to share with you this
Spring.

Springtime Prayer
   Oh, Lord of Spring in soil and air,
Grant me a life more full and fair
By putting a springtime there.

Grant me a mind that
opens up
Like petals of the
buttercup
To see, to sense, to
sup.

In me put power to
push and grow
Unhampered by the
cold and snow –
Past winter’s wind and
woe.

Give me a heart by
spring renewed
And fed till fertile with
the food
Of love and gratitude. 

Implant my soul with strength of seed
That works with wisdom against the weed
To fill some human need.

Please oil my every spoken word
With what You use to “song” the bird
So I’ll be sweeter heard.

Oh, Lord, to balance what is rife
With self-concern and senseless strife
Put springtime in my life.

May God continue to bless you as your travel
through Lent toward Easter.

������������	
�� , 
Port Huron District Superintendent


