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THAT 2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
THING ï A REFLECTION 

 

It has been three months at this writing since the 

Virginia Annual Conference in Norfolk. I have 

chosen one thing among many that struck me as I 

sat, listened and represented the Peninsula District 

as your Lay Leader.  

 

At the Laity Session, we welcomed Rev. Tom 

Berlin of the Floris, UMC. He said many of our 

churches need ña new vision of this world. We 

need to see things that have grown dull to our 

eyesò 

 

Reaching people for the church depends on the 

laity and not the clergy, and itôs been that way 

since Acts, Rev. Berlin said. For 20 years he has 

been waiting for lay members to protest the 

decline in membership and worship participation. 

ñFor 20 years Iôve been waiting for you. Arenôt 

these people who are not attending church or 

growing in Christ your relatives, your co-workers, 

your friends and your neighbors?ò  ñWhen are we 

going to be offended by what offends Christ?ò 

 

To quote the new pamphlet What if we Rethink 

Church? ñA new generation of both seekers and 

believers is yearning for something more, 

something deeper, some thing relevant. It is a 

generation that believes actions speak louder than 

words.  

 

 

My friends, we as the laity hand in hand with our 

pastors need to begin asking some very direct 

questions of ourselves. Why do you go to your 

church week after week to do the very same thing 

you did last week and expecting a different result?  

 

When are we going to be offended by what 

offends Christ? 

 

Grace and peace to each of you as we all continue 

to walk together in Christôs name.  

 

By Warren R. Harper, District Lay Leader 

* * * * * * * * * * *  
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LOST BOY OF SUDAN TO SPEAK 
AT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

MEETING AT ST. LUKEôS UMC 
 

Mr. Angelo Maker & Ms. Belinda Gaskins will be 

our guests at St. Lukeôs quarterly UMW meeting, 

September 14
th

 at 6 p.m.  All  are invited.  

Evening begins with a covered dish supper and is 

followed by our program. 

 

Angelo Maker, one of the three thousand Lost 

Boys of Sudan, will speak on his experiences in 

Sudan (where, at age 7, he witnessed the soldiers 

killing his mother and brothers), his life in a UN 

Refugee Camp in Ethiopia, his resettlement in 

America and his efforts, hopes & dreams for peace 

in Sudan.  He was sponsored and resettled by 

Wellspring United Methodist Church of 

Williamsburg and is now married with a 

daughter.  
 

Mr. Maker studies 

International Relations at Old 

Dominion University and 

works full time as well.  He is 

putting his effort into the new 

leadership organization, Sudan 

Action Leadership Team, 

sponsored by the Virginia 

Conference. His hope is to help Lost Boys get a 

University education and return to Sudan to help 

bring leadership and peace. Belinda Gaskins is a 

member of Warwick Memorial UMC in Newport 

News and she went on the fact finding mission trip 

to Rumbek, Sudan this spring with Angelo.  This 

should be a fascinating talk about a country 

struggling today for a peaceful resolution for its 

people. 

 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

MORE ON SUDAN 
UMW First Newport News is having a General 

Meeting on Tuesday, September 15 at 6:30 p.m.  

Guest speaker is Ellen Cummings of Bay Lake 

UMC, Virginia Beach and SOCM teacher on 

Sudan.  Everyoneôs welcome! Come to the back 

door. 

 

LAY SPEAKING MINISTRIES 
BASIC AND ADVANCED TRAINING CLASSES  

SEPTEMBER 25 & 26, 2009 

NEW TOWN UMC , WILLIAMSBURG  

 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend one of 

the classes being offered.  If you have taken Lay 

Speaking classes previously, then you know how 

rewarding they are.  If this is your first time, then we 

welcome you to all the possibilities that can come as 

you grow and use the gifts that God has given you. 

 

Please review the information about Lay Speaking 

Ministries on the Peninsula District website 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/pendist/index.htm or while 

there click the link to the Conference website for 

more.  We have provided the registration form for this 

next training event at the District website, so do not 

delay in printing it out and sending it in now.  Below 

are the current courses being offered and summaries 

of the books being used may be read at Cokesbury 

http://www.cokesbury.com/.  Plan to attend. 

 

Basic Course:  Instructor is Barbara Freeman, CLS, 

Tabernacle UMC, Poquoson 

Book to be used: ñLay Speaking Ministriesò by Sandy 

Zeigler Jackson with Brian Jackson.  (Summary 

outline available at Cokesbury.com) 

 

Advanced Course: Instructor is Rev. Norman 

Tippens, Pastor, Wallace Memorial UMC. 

Book to be used:  ñEach One A Ministerò by William 

J. Carter. 

Also this book: ñLay Speakers Discover Spiritual 

Giftsò, by William J. Carter 

This course is a guide for those wishing to identify 

and use spiritual gifts.  

(Summary outline available at Cokesbury.com) 
(You must have taken basic course to be eligible for 

advanced course) 
 

If you have any questions concerning this ministry 

of the laity, please contact the Peninsula District 

Office at 757-596-3476.   We look forward to 

welcoming you at this event and to all the 

possibilities that can come as you grow and use 

the gifts that God has given you. 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/pendist/index.htm
http://www.cokesbury.com/
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CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
WORKSHOP 

Our Music for Modern Worship  workshop, 

being held on Saturday, October 17, 8 am - 4 pm, 

at Wellspring UMC.  This is an opportunity to see 

first-hand how to start Contemporary worship in 

your church. With just a few dedicated musicians 

and a lot of prayer, it is possible to create a Music 

Ministry that will enhance the faith walk of the 

congregation. 

Music is a valuable component to worship, and 

there are many ways to utilize it to the 

congregationôs advantage.  You donôt need to have 

members who can play instruments; you just need 

members with an eagerness to learn.  In the 

beginning, groups will morph until the group gels. 

They may even split apart and form separate 

groups. The most important factor is to be 

appreciative and supportive of your volunteers. 

They are the backbone of your music ministry, 

and God is the body.  You donôt have to be a 

church with a large membership base or a large 

budget; you can start with an acoustic guitar and 

work your way up.  You can have fund-raisers to 

earn money for equipment.  The purpose of this 

workshop is to share with you things we learned 

that can save you a lot of time and energy in 

getting your contemporary Music Ministry started. 

Come and join us for a day of music, learning, and 

fellowship!  Cost is $60 per person (save $10 by 

registering by October 1 -- just $50 per person).  

Space is limited and filling up fast!  Contact Gail 

Scullion at 757-229-5558, or email request to 

office@wellspringmethodist.org. 

* * * * * * * * * * *   

OPEN HOUSE MONTH 

September is Open House Month for United 

Methodist Churches.  How does your Church 

show its welcome to the Community? 

 

 
 

Save the Date! World Methodist 
Peace Prize Recipient Archbishop 

Elias Chacour Coming to W&M and 
Peninsula District!  

 

Thursday, September 24, the Wesley Foundation 

(our United Methodist campus ministry at W&M) 

hosts Elias Chacour, Archbishop of the Melkite 

Catholic Church in Galilee.  Archbishop Chacour, 

an Israeli citizen who is also a Palestinian 

Christian, is the 1994 recipient of the World 

Methodist Peace Prize, and 

has been nominated three 

times for the Nobel Peace 

Prize.  He is the founder of 

Mar Elias Educational 

Institutions, an interfaith 

school system in Israel 

educating Christian, Jewish 

and Muslim students, and 

the author of Blood Brothers 

and We Belong to the Land.  

Archbishop Chacour is being brought to the 

Peninsula under the sponsorship of the Wesley 

Foundation's Speakers Series, which brings 

notable persons of faith to campus to address 

issues of peace and reconciliation from a Christian 

faith perspective.  Watch the September District 

Newsletter and Peninsula list serve for more 

details! 

* * * * * * * * * * 

FREE HEALTH FAIR 

Free health fair being offered on September 19 

from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at Christ UMC on 

133 Deep Creek Road, Newport News.  Come and 

hear free health providersô information including 

Golden Care; Life Line; Curves for Women; 

Organ & Tissue Donors; Survivors of Violent 

Crime; Home Health Care and many more.  See 

flyer elsewhere in newsletter.  

 

Events Around the District 

mailto:office@wellspringmethodist.org
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A SPECIAL WELCOME! 

Welcome Aboard! First United Methodist, 

Newport News would like to welcome Keith 

Bradley as its new Director of Christian 

Education. Keith comes from the Greensboro, NC 

area. Our prayers are with him and his ministry 

here on the Peninsula District. He can be reached 

at 595-0383. 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

TRINITY TOTZ! 

 

Trinity Poquoson is inviting all Children ages 0-2 

years of age to come out with their parents or 

caregivers every Friday morning at 9:00 AM  for 

a Bible story puppet show, fun music, and play 

time.  It started July 17
th
, and there has been a 

lively bunch of little ones coming out every week!    

Contact Courtney Parkinson for more information 

at Trinity UM Church in Poquoson at 

courtney@trinitypoquoson.org or (757) 868-6174. 

Come out with your little one and join the fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ALPHA COURSE 

 

What: A practical introduction to the Christian 

faith offering answers to some key questions about 

life and God and how they relate.  Come and 

bring a friend to the Introductory Dinner to learn 

more about Alpha, and consider joining us for the 

10-week sessions of dinners, talks and discussions.  

Reserve your seat at www.wmumc.org (current 

events).  

When:  Starts Wednesday, September 9 (Free 

Introductory Dinner) and continues on each 

Wednesday until November 18, 2009, with a one-

day program on Saturday, October 24.  Each 

session is from 6-9 p.m. 

Where:  Warwick Memorial UMC Celebration 

Center  

38 Hoopes Road, Newport News, VA 23602 

(757) 877-2270; warwick.memorial@juno.com 

For more information call or Email:  
Carlos Liceaga: (757) 846-5880; 

carlosliceaga@cox.net 

Gail Slocum: (757) 725-2794; 

gailsloc77@verizon.net 

Website: www.alphausa.org 

Reserve your seat for the introductory dinner on 

September 9 and/or register for the course on line 

at www.wmumc.org (current events) 

Childcare provided.  

 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 

CAR SHOW  Mark your calendars now for the 

Second Annual Car Show at Christ UMC on 

October 3 from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.   

Register your car before September 1 and save 

$5.00   Look for flyer elsewhere in this newsletter. 

* * * * * * * * * *  

CHILDRENôS SABBATH---On Sunday, 

November 8, First UMC Newport News will 

have a Childrenôs Sabbath.  It starts at 10:45 a.m. 

and Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt is the speaker.  All 

are Welcome!  Lunch will be offered in the Social 

Hall following the service.

mailto:courtney@trinitypoquoson.org
http://www.wmumc.org/
mailto:carlosliceaga@cox.net
mailto:gailsloc77@verizon.net
http://www.alphausa.org/
http://www.wmumc.org/
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The Peninsula Prayer Partner Ministry 
ñEFFECTIVE PRAYERò 

Some say, ñItôs easy.  Prayer is just talking to God.ò  Or some might say, ñYou donôt 

learn to pray, you just pray.  No one can teach another person to pray.ò 

 

(Luke 11:1-4)  ñOne day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one 

of his disciples said to him, ñLord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.ò  

He said to them, ñWhen you pray, say:  Our Father in heaven, 

   Hallowed be thy name. 

   Thy kingdom come, 

   Thy will  be done, 

   On earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us day by day our daily bread, 

   And forgive us our sins; 

   For we also forgive everyone  

   Who is indebted to us. 

   And lead us not into temptation, 

   But deliver us from evil.ò  (Mathew 6:9-13)   

    

The disciples had been praying before, but now they wanted to understand effective prayer. 

 

Prayer is something we learn to do.  We are not born knowing how to pray.  We, like the disciples, must 

learn to pray.  The first lesson we must learn about prayer is to pray according to Godôs Will.  (1 John 5:14-

15) says:  ñThis is the confidence we have in approaching God:  that if we ask anything according to his will, 

he hears us, and if we know that he hears us ï whatever we ask ï we know that we have what we ask of 

him.ò  In this passage, God makes three promises:  1) He promises to listen if we pray according to His will.  

2) He promises that we already possess what we have asked for.  3) He promises that we know that we have 

what we asked for.  Godôs promises are conditional ï that we ask according to His will. 

 

How can I know that my prayer request is in keeping with the will of God? 

 1)  Ask God what His will is rather than start with a long list of requests. 

  (James 1:5) ï ñIf any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives    

   generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.ò  

2) If we are still not sure after asking, we can ask the Holy Spirit to make intercession for us as we 

pray. 

    (Romans 8:26-27) ï ñIn the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do not know what we 

ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  And he 

who searches our hearts, knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 

accordance with Godôs will.ò 

As we begin praying, we must be willing for God to bring us into completely yielding to His will. 

 

Prayer is something you learn to do.  It takes practice.  The more you pray, the easier it will become to hear 

the voice of God; the easier it will be to know His will. 

 ñYour kingdom come.  Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.ò (Matt. 6:10) 

        AMEN. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  (Ephesians 6:18)  
 

 

 

Please Pray For:   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

 

 

 All 

Conference 

Bishops 

 

Delivery 

Drivers 

 

Assisted 

Living 

Residents 

 

Fire Fighters 

everywhere 

 

Safety for 

Abused Elderly 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Trusting in 

God 

 

Hospice 

Workers 

 

Mission 

Trips 

 

Animal 

Shelter 

Workers 

 

Worship 

Musicians 

 

Children in 

schools 

 

Listen for 

Godôs call 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

School Bus 

Drivers 

 

Construction 

Workers 

 

Elderly 

Drivers 

 

Pastors who 

preach the 

word 

 

Sunday 

School 

Teachers 

 

Men to 

return to 

churches 

 

Prayer 

Meetings 

 

20 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

Spiritual 

Revival in 

Churches 

 

Food Closet 

Workers 

 

More Menôs 

Bible 

Studies 

 

Godôs love to 

show from me 

 

Families 

affected by 

financial 

loss 

 

Missing 

children 

 

Persons who 

do not yet 

know Christ 

 

27 

 

28 29 30    

Military 

Leadership 

 

True 

repentance 

 

More God 

 

Less Satan 

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Peninsula Prayer Partners Ministry asks you to join them in praying this monthôs calendar and 

help us form a House of Prayer.  If you wish to be a ñpartner in ministryò with us, please contact 

the District office 
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Tabernacle UMW--September 18 (10:00-8:00) and 

Saturday, September 19 (10:00 ï 4:00).  Come enjoy lunch 

and dinner on Friday and lunch on Saturday.  See flyer 

elsewhere in the newsletter. 

 

First Fox Hill UMC ,  Fall Bazaar Mark it on your 

calendar October 3rd from 8:00 am-2:00 pm at First 

United Methodist Church Fox Hill corner of Old 

Buckroe Road and Silver Isles Blvd.   Arts and Crafts 

bake sale, flea market, youth car wash, hot dogs, 

drinks and homemade chili.  The last day to reserve 

tables for vendors will be Sunday, September 27th.  

The 8 ft. tables are $20.00, if anyone is interested in 

the Arts and Crafts.  It is also our opening day for the 

Pumpkin Patch. Come enjoy a day of food, fun, and 

fellowship.  See you there!!!   If you should have any 

questions, please call Marilyn Eubank, 851-3898. 
 

First UMC Newport News (Corner of Warwick and 

Main in Hilton Village) is having their Bazaar on 

Saturday, October 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Come see over 50 Crafters, enjoy the Bake Sale and 

auction and have a Brunswick stew luncheon.  All 

proceeds got o Missions! 

* * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First UMC Hampton presents its ñCandy Cane 

Laneò Bazaar on Saturday, November 21
st
, 9:00 a.m. 

ï 2:00 p.m.  First United Methodist Church is located 

at 110 E Queen Street, in Downtown Hampton. 

Bazaar features: Original crafts; lovely Christmas 

and fall items, including clear, lighted glass blocks 

decorated with Christmas, Valentineôs, St Patrickôs, 4
th
 

of July, Halloween, and Thanksgiving themes; 

renowned bake sale including homemade preserves, 

jams, jellies, pickles, tea breads, pound cakes, pecan 

and pumpkin pies, cookies and much more.    

     Delicious Brunswick stews and ham biscuit lunch 

(you may purchase stew by the quart and biscuits 

while they last). 

     Silent auction includes an array of artwork, 

antiques, collectables and other interesting items.  Bids 

close at 1:30 p.m.!  Fine White elephants: where you 

will always find an unexpected treasure. 

 

Warwick Memorialôs Annual Cookie Walk and Craft 

Sale will be December 5, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

in the Celebration Center at Warwick Memorial 

United Methodist Church, 38 Hoopes Road, Newport 

News 23602. 

* * * * * * * * * * *   

DISTRICT DATES TO REMEMBER 

OCTOBER 4--Church Charge Conferences begin 

 with New Kent and St. James. 

OCTOBER 17  District Charge Conference at 

 Bethany UMC. 

NOVEMBER 14--Leadership Training for 

 Church Leaders at Chestnut Memorial 

 UMC 9:00-12:00. 

NOVEMBER 21ðStewardship Training at 

 Bethany UMC 9:00 ï 12:00 

JANUARY 9ðLeadership Training for Church 

 Officers at Chestnut Memorial 9:00-12:00 

JANUARY 30ðRadical Hospitality Workshop, 

 Dr. Amy Oden at Williamsburg UMC. 

Local Church Bazaars 



6 

 

CONFERENCE TO SPONSOR 
STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOPS 

 

A top professional consulting company will conduct 

a series of church stewardship workshops throughout 

the Virginia Conference this fall.  Falls Church-

based James D. Klote and Associates is organizing 

the free workshops. The company has more than 20 

years of experience doing capital and stewardship 

campaign consulting with churches, the majority 

being United Methodist churches.  

 

ñWe heard many of you, lay and clergy, express 

concern about your own stewardship efforts in your 

local church,ò said Bishop Charlene  

Kammerer and Conference Lay Leader Shirley 

Cauffman in a joint statement announcing the series 

of workshops.  ñAs a specific way to assist our 

congregations, we are responding by offering 18 

district Stewardship Education workshops this fall. 

Resource persons from our consultant firm, James D. 

Klote and Associates, will work with district 

leadership to plan and lead these workshops.  ñAlong 

with the 5 Talent Academy, these workshops are 

another way we can help renew existing 

congregations, especially in the area of stewardship. 

This series of education and training events are 

designed to equip and empower the clergy and laity 

of every local church with practical skills and 

principles that can be transformational in the 

financial stewardship of any local church,ò the 

statement said.  Jim Klote, the President of Klote and 

Associates, said Virginia Conference local church 

leaders support the goals of All Things New ï to 

start 250 new faith communities and revitalize 

existing congregations ï but are nervous about their 

own balance sheets.  

 

The workshops will be for both laypersons and 

clergy, according to Klote. ñWe hope to have a 

representative from every church in the Conference,ò 

he said. ñThis is a wonderful opportunity for the 

conference to demonstrate its concern for all its 

churches.ò  

 

Our Peninsula District Stewardship workshop will be 

held on Saturday, November 21, 2009, from 9 AM 

to 12 PM. The location will be advertised at a later 

date. 

THE GREEN CORNER 

Each American receives almost 560 pieces of junk 

mail per year - more than enough to drive you 

batty.  The production and transport of junk mail 

consumes more energy than 2.8 million cars use 

every year.  Annually, 100 million trees are used 

to make junk mail and every American wastes 

about 8 hours dealing with it.  So try this:  

DirectMail.com - free, quick way to get your name 

off commercial mailing lists. 

Catalog Choice - free service that'll get you on no-

send lists to stop catalog spam.   

OptOutPrescreen.com - opt out of preapproved 

credit card and insurance offers online or by 

phone: 1-888-5-OPTOUT.  

YellowPagesGoesGreen - get your name off 

phonebook mailing lists. 

If all else fails--call the 800 number provided on 

most mailings and ask to be removed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




