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Is Your Apron Over Your Head? 
 

ñEncountering Differences, Deepening Faithò 

 

The Peninsula District United 

Methodist Women will be 

hosting a very special worship 

service at 10:00 a.m., following 

the District Conference at 9:30 

am, on October 17 at Bethany 

UMC.  The title and theme, 

ñEncountering Differences, 

Deepening Faith,ò says it all!  

We will be celebrating the rich cultural and racial 

diversity of our District through music, dance, 

drama, praise, displays, and most importantly---

prayer. 

 

It will be a time to rejoice in every sign of Godôs 

kingdom--- 

¶ In men, women and children of all races 

and nationalities 

¶ in the upholding of  human dignity and 

community                

¶ in every expression of love, justice & 

reconciliation                 

¶ in each act of self-giving on behalf of 

others 

¶ in the abundance of Godôs gifts entrusted 
to us all 

                Please plan to be there.  Oh what a 

beautiful morning it will be!!  

 

WELCOME TO WELLSPRING UMC 

I know you will join me in the spirit of welcoming 

the Rev. James Harris as the interim pastor serving 

Wellspring UMC.  Rev. Harris is a retired clergy 

in our Conference and brings valuable gifts to this 

ministry.  This appointment covers the period 

September 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  The 

appointment was necessitated by the move of the 

Rev. Eddie Barnett to an extension ministry of 

active military service. Myrtle Frances Hatcher, 

District Superintendent 
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OCTOBER IS PASTOR 
APPRECIATION MONTH  

 

From Twelve Ways to Say "Thanks" to 

Your Minister, by Bass Mitchell.  

There's an old joke about what an easy 

job ministers have because they only work one 

day a week. Actually, most ministers are on call 

24/7. They are among the most dedicated, caring 

and hardworking persons I know. They are there 

when we need them. The demands on them and 

their families are tremendous. October is a good 

time to show them some appreciation. Here are a 

few ways to do just that. 

 

1.  A Thank You Note. Send a card, personal note, 

or even an email thanking your pastor.  

 

2.  Good Job! One of the hazards of ministry is 

that the pastor often only hears what he/she is 

doing wrong. In October, catch your pastor doing 

something right and let him/her know about it. 

 

3.  Gifts? Get to know your pastor. Pick something 

that you know he/or she would really like.  It does 

not have to be religious in nature. 

 

4.  A Gift Card. Most pastors love books. Get a 

gift card from a local bookstore or a store that you 

know he/she likes.  

 

5.  Don't Forget the Family. The pastor's family 

seldom gets the appreciation they deserve. Special 

thanks, recognition and even gifts for each 

member of the family means a lot. 

 

6.  Designate a Sunday. Surprise your pastor by 

using a portion of a Sunday this month to show 

him/her appreciation. Plan a reception of luncheon 

afterwards. 

 

7. Free Childcare. Many pastors and their families 

are far from relatives. Volunteer to keep children, 

giving pastor and spouse an evening out. 

 

8. Listen. Surprise your pastor sometime by 

asking, "Pastor, how are things with you?" Then 

listen and do not run out to tell everyone what you 

heard! 

 

9. Pray. Keep your pastor and his/her family in 

your prayers. Let them know often that you are 

praying for them. 

 

Being a pastor can be a thankless job. Don't let it 

be. Do something this month to show a little 

thanks and appreciation for someone who loves 

and serves all the time and with all his/her heart - 

your minister. 

 

Bass Mitchell is a writer and minister living in 

Vienna, VA. He has written four books and 

articles for various publications. He can be 

contacted at bass.mitchell@homiliesbyemail.com 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 

HAITI MISSION MAY BE CALLING 
YOU 

 

    The Haiti Medical Mission was started over two 

decades ago by Mrs. Alice White, RN, a member 

of Williamsburg UMC, and her late husband.  This 

is a UMVIM Mission that is visited by four teams 

regularly in January, April, July and October of 

each year.  Recently, the leadership team of the 

mission is considering the role of a ñSpiritual 

Directorò for each mission team.  They feel this 

would honor the spiritual heritage of the Haiti 

Mission.  This affords an opportunity for clergy to 

participate on a mission trip to Haiti.  Certainly 

other, medical and non-medical personnel are 

invited to go on these mission trips also.  Mrs. 

White indicated that anyone interested in going on 

the mission trip is welcome 

and that they take time to 

train people to take vital 

signs and other necessary 

practices that may be needed. 

 

      If you have interest or 

questions about this mission, 

you may learn more about 

the mission at www.thehaitimission.org or contact 

Mrs. White in Gloucester, VA, by phone- (804) 

695-2803, e-mail- amwhite1@earthlink.net  
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First Fox Hill UMC , Fall Bazaar Mark it on your 

calendar October 3rd from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. at 

First United Methodist Church Fox Hill corner of 

Old Buckroe Road and Silver Isles Blvd.   Arts 

and Crafts bake sale, flea market, youth car wash, 

hot dogs, drinks and homemade chili.  It is also 

opening day for the Pumpkin Patch. Come enjoy a 

day of food, fun, and fellowship.  See you 

there!!!   If you should have any questions, please 

call Marilyn Eubank, 851-3898 
 

Providence UMC on 113 Old Dare Road in 

Yorktown will hold its Annual Fall Bazaar on 

October 10 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Includes 

Silent Auction, Childrenôs Activities, Clowns, 

Hayrides, crafts, Farmers Market, Blood Pressure 

Screening, homemade Brunswick Stew, ice cream, 

crab cakes, hot dogs. 
 

Williamsburg UMC , 500 Jamestown Road, will 

hold its bazaar on November 7 from 8:00 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. There will be attic treasures, baked 

goods, homemade candy, holiday accessories, 

jewelry, hats, scarves, purses, cutlery items, linens 

and much more.  Also Silent Auction and 

luncheon from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
 

CHILDRENôS SABBATH .  On October 11, 

First United Methodist Church Hampton, in 

beautiful downtown Hampton, will present a 

Children's Sabbath at the 8:00 and 11:00 a.m. 

worship services.  All are invited. 

  

First UMC Newport News (Corner of Warwick 

and Main in Hilton Village) is having their Bazaar 

on Saturday, October 31 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m.  Come see over 50 Crafters, enjoy the Bake 

Sale and auction and have a Brunswick Stew 

luncheon.  All proceeds got o Missions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church .  The Nell 

Pauls Circle of Trinity UMC, Poquoson, is 

sponsoring a Bazaar on November 7 from 9:00 

a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The bazaar will include: Baked 

goods, general store, silent auction, many vendors, 

and lunch featuring crab cakes, clam chowder, etc. 

For information call Trinity UMC at 868-6174. 

Zion UMC , 2109 Seaford Road in Seaford, will 

hold its annual bazaar on Saturday, November 7, 

from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the church social hall.  The 

event will feature homemade baked goods, fruit 

cakes, a diverse lunch menu with takeout 

available, afghans, quilts, totes, runners, baby 

items and other handmade crafts, both fall and  

Christmas decorations, and a white elephant 

booth. Homemade ice cream in several flavors 

will be offered.  Mark your calendars now! 

 
CHILDRENôS SABBATH---On Sunday, 

November 8, First UMC Newport News will 

have a Childrenôs Sabbath.  It starts at 10:45 a.m. 

and Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt is the speaker.  All 

are Welcome!  Lunch will be offered in the Social 

Hall following the service. 

 

First UMC Hampton , located at 110 E. Queen 

Street in Downtown Hampton, 

presents its ñCandy Cane Laneò 

Bazaar on Saturday, November 21
st
, 

9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. Favorite  

features: Original crafts; lovely 

Christmas and fall items, including 

clear, lighted glass blocks decorated 

with Christmas, Valentineôs, St 

Patrickôs, 4
th
 of July, Halloween, and Thanks-

giving themes; renowned bake sale including 

homemade preserves, jams, jellies, pickles, tea 

breads, pound cakes, pecan and pumpkin pies, 

cookies and much more.   Silent auction includes 

an array of artwork, antiques, collectables and 

other interesting items.  Bids close at 1:30 p.m.!  

Fine White elephants: where you will always find 

an unexpected treasure. Delicious Brunswick Stew 

and ham biscuit lunch (you may purchase stew by 

the quart and biscuits while they last). 

Events Around the District 
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PERSONAL INVITE TO JOIN THE 
COMPUTER FUN 

  

COMPUTER FAMILIARIZATION GROUP 

OR COMPUTER FUN GROUP 
     Morrison UMC began CFG circa 2005.  We 

provide free computer training for beginners.  We 

provide free computer systems to sign out 

indefinitely for those we train.  They must agree to 

recycle them when finished. 

  

QUARTERLY N.N. / ARC RECYCLING  
     Four times a year, Morrison / Trinity UMC & 

CFG volunteers assist the City of Newport News 

through ARC of the Virginia Peninsula in their 

Computer and Electronics Recycling Program.   

     We glean systems for reuse.  The selected 

computer systems have their hard drives erased; 

LINUX operating systems are installed along with 

plenty of free-ware. 

     All systems are processed through the CFG 

inventory, issued for free in a closed loop 

operation and under a signed release of liability 

program. 

     Morrison UMC / CFG provides a quarterly, 

mandatory, recycling orientation at the church for 

first time recycling volunteers (MUST BE 18 OR 

OLDER). 

  

WANT TO HELP SAVE THE PLANET? 

Many other opportunities available 

POC:  Jay D. Bates 757-945-4319 
  

SOOOOOOOO THIS IS YOUR 

PERSONAL INVITE TO JOIN THE 

FUN 
  

 ADDITIONAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 
  

NEOPHITES ïTO- INSTRUCTORS 

BEGINNING COMPUTER STUDENTS 

TECHIES / WANT-A-BE TECHIES 

CHRISTIAN GAMERS, SPIRIT LEAD 

CURIOUS / RETIRED / BORED 

COMPUTER USERS DISCUSSION GROUP 

PEOPLE / OFFICE / INVENTORY SKILLS 

CARD AND PUZZLE PLAYERS 

WEB PAGE / EMAIL / E-BAY 

THOSE IN NEED OF A FREE COMPUTER OR 

OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

COOKIES WALK AND CRAFT SALE  at 

Warwick Memorial UMC  is holding its annual 

Cookie Walk and Craft Sale - 9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 

p.m. December 5. Select from thousands of fresh 

homemade holiday cookies at $4.00 per pound.  

Proceeds will benefit United Methodist Womenôs 

missions and projects in the local community and 

beyond.  The Craft Sale will feature a wonderful 

variety of handcrafted gifts and decorations and 

includes a Silent Auction with very special items 

for bid.  Warwick Memorial United Methodist 

Church, 38 Hoopes Road, Newport News 23602.   
 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

GREEN CORNER 

ECO-nomicsðgo green and save cash   

1. Be a frugal foodie--eat what you buy, especially 

organic and local (and less meat) 

2. Drive more efficiently   

3. Keep a thrifty home with a less-is-more 

lifestyle   

4.  Reduce, reuse, recycle   

5. Go to a park or your backyard by yourself or 

with a child and notice how beautiful this world 

God entrusted us with-- look, really LOOK, at a 

flower or a leaf or an acorn and praise God! 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

Large and Small Churches 
 

We have products and services that fit them all. 

Church loans, savings and checking, electronic 

collection of tithes, business visa credit cards and 

online account management.  The Virginia United 

Methodist Credit Union welcomes the opportunity 

to be of service to our conference churches. 

Contact us at 866-657-0004 or email: 

creditunion@vumcu.org.  

 

Membership at VUMCU is open to all churches, 

clergy, church members, organizations and 

agencies of the Virginia Conference. 

mailto:creditunion@vumcu.org


Insert 

 

THE SUPERINTENDENT SPEAKS 
 

Peninsula Churches Have Said ñI love youò 1,740 times! 
 

     Operation Teddy Bear sponsored by the Gleaning for the World Organization in Concord, Va. 

(Lynchburg) was introduced to our Peninsula District clergy group in the spring by its director the Rev. Ron 

Davidson, a retired United Methodist clergy.  I seized the opportunity to support this mission effort by 

personalizing the emphasis here in our district.  I named the project ñBear with Meò and challenged each 

congregation to collect bears (stuffed animals), deliver them to the warehouse in Concord and report the 

numbers to me and a dollar would be sent from the superintendentôs office to provide the required shipping 

overseas.  To date we have supplied 1,740 bears to be used for gifts to children in other countries. 
 

The churches that have reported thus far are: 

 Aldersgate  First Fox Hill   Parkview  Trinity-Newport News 

 Bethany  First-Hampton  Phoebus Trinity-Poquoson 

 East Hampton  Mt. Vernon   Tabernacle-Poquoson  
    

     I continue haring conversations where groups are planning to participate and I welcome all who will.  

Each stuffed animal provides a child with an example of how Godôs love feels.  Remember the process is 

easy: 

1.  Collect new or slightly used stuffed animals with no moveable parts 

2.  Have these toys delivered to the warehouse in Concord 

3.  Report the number of animals collected and delivered to the district office 
 

 I offer my sincere appreciation to every person who has participated in this mission project.  Many 

heartwarming stories of blessing have come from your faithfulness and generosity. 

          Myrtle Frances Hatcher 
 

ñI AM BACKò 
 

     With the dawn of October came the time for my return after three months of Renewal Leave.  I am 

grateful to the many persons, lay and clergy, who cared for the ministries of our district allowing me to step 

out of active involvement as superintendent for this time.  A team of retired superintendents who live in our 

district cared for the daily routines of the ministry very well along with the Rev. Tammy Estep, 

superintendent of the Eastern Shore district.  Others across the connection supported me with numerous signs 

of love.  I am especially appreciative of the prayer support from so many.  The women of Phoebus UMC 

wrote a daily meditation journal which has become a part of my devotional time. 

     The time apart has been great.  With the guidance of my spiritual director I spent some time reading and 

crafting into my life how to discern Godôs will.  A guiding principle from Biblical reading came from Psalm 

46:8-10, the Message, which reads ñStep out of the traffic.  Take a long loving look at me éabove 

everything.ò 

     Daily I have searched God out and marveled at God working with me.  The tour that John and I took 

through Nova Scotia was delightful and the journey to, under, over, and around Niagara Falls was 

breathtaking.  We have enjoyed days on the beaches of Virginia and North Carolina as well as time in the 

Blue Ridge Mountains.  Some of my favorite days have been the quiet times in our comfortable parsonage.  

Also a joy for me has been editing a family cookbook as I collected recipes and reminisces. 

     All in all, my soul is well and I am ready to ñstep back intoò the opportunities awaiting me for active 

ministry as superintendent for the Peninsula district and I give thanks for the gift. 

          Myrtle Frances Hatcher 
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