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For those of you who think United Methodist 

Women is about little old ladies sitting around in 

white gloves drinking tea, you better think again!!!  

The Peninsula District UMW celebrated their 

140
th
 birthday at their Annual Meeting on October 

3
rd

 at St. James UMC.  80 people were present as 

District Superintendent Myrtle Frances Hatcher 

jumped out of a life-size birthday cake!!!   Awards 

were given out for mission accomplishments; new 

members were recognized and deceased members 

were remembered; officers were installed by Rev. 

Cheryl Harrison-Davidson of Central UMC, 

Hampton; supplies were collected for Wesley 

Community Service Center.  A grand time was 

had by all.  Become a United Methodist Woman 

and join in the fun!!! 

DISTRICT TRAINING DATES 

November 14 Training for Staff/Pastor Parish 

Relations Committee with Rev. Beth Downs, 

Director of Ministerial Services for the Virginia 

Conference.  Saturday, November 14, at Chestnut 

memorial UMC, 1024 Harpersville Road, 

Newport News, from (9:00 a.m. until 12:00 Noon.  

Registration is required so that enough manuals 

can be prepared. 

November 21 Stewardship Education with the 

Consulting Firm, James D. Klote and Associates, 

the Virginia Conferenceôs Stewardship 

Consultants.  At Bethany UMC, 1509 Toddôs 

Lane, Hampton, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  

Everyone is invited to this event but pastors and 

stewardship/finance leaders are especially 

encouraged to attend. 
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Prayers of Hope during Advent 
Society of St. Andrewôs Advent Devotions ask 

ñWhat do you hope for in the coming Christ?ò 

 

ñLast yearôs Advent devotions 

booklet from the Society of St. 

Andrew really set the tone for our 

Advent season and caused us to 

reflect on each dayôs interactions 

with others,ò said Gayle Fiser of 

Quapaw Quarter UMC in 

Littlerock, Arkansas.   ñThank you 

for helping us find Christ each day!ò 

 

This year the Society of St. Andrew (Advance 

#801600) offers its annual Advent Devotions 

program using the theme ñPrayers of Hope: What 

do you hope for in the coming of Christ?ò   

 

ñThrough daily devotions, scriptures and prayers, 

readers will consider what they hope for as we 

celebrate the birth of the Christ child,ò reported 

Rev. Jennifer Moore, Director of Church Relations 

for the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA). ñFrom the 

differing perspectives of contributing clergy and 

laity, the devotions will nourish the spirit while 

also providing an opportunity to feed our hungry 

neighbors.ò 

 

ñIôve gotten so much mileage out of SoSAôs 

(2008) Advent devotional booklet,ò wrote John 

Bradley of Bedford, VA.  ñItôs helped open my 

eyes and helped validate what Iôd already known, 

that SoSA and the folks affiliated with the 

ministry are a óspecialô group, with a great mission 

ï feeding both the physical body and the spirit! 

Thanks.ò 

 

 

The Society of St. Andrew is a national nonprofit 

hunger-relief ministry that rescues 20-30 million 

pounds of fresh, nutritious, excess produce each 

year that will go to waste for various marketing 

reasons.  This food is then distributed to critical 

service agencies across the country at no cost to 

the agencies or the hungry people they serve. 

 

During the season of Advent, the Society of St. 

Andrew asks participants to prayerfully reflect on 

the scriptures and devotions and then join in their 

ministry of feeding Americaôs hungry by making a 

financial donation. Last year donations made 

through SoSAôs Advent devotional program 

provided more than 1.2 million servings of food to 

the hungry.  The need this year continues to grow 

among those hit hardest by the recession.  ñAs 

Christians it is our responsibility to step out on 

faith and step up our support of those in need, 

responding to Jesusô command, óYou give them 

something to eatô,ò said Rev. Moore. 

 

All materials for this Advent devotional program 

are free from the Society of St. Andrew.  For a 

church sample kit or a personal packet, order 

online: www.endhunger.org/advent.htm; by 

phone: 800-333-4597; or by email: 

church@endhunger.org.  

 

More information about the Society of St. Andrew 

and its hunger-relief programs ï Gleaning 

Network, Potato & Produce Project, Harvest of 

Hope and Hunger Relief Advocate Initiative ï is 

available online at www.endhunger.org or by 

email at sosausa@endhunger.org.     

 

 

* * * * * * * * * *  

 

CLERGY SPOUSE RETREAT 
 

Bishop Charlene P. Kammerer will be the keynote 

speaker at the 2010 Clergy Spouse Retreat. The 

retreat will be held Thursday through Saturday, 

March 4 to 6, 2010, at the United Methodist 

Assembly Center in Blackstone, VA. The theme 

will be ñWomen of the Bibleò. A variety of 

interest groups will also be offered. Dress is 

casual. Come for an opportunity to make new 

friends, renew friendships, relax and have fun. 

Registration information will be out in early 

January. The retreat planning committee is chaired 

by Margaret Sisson and is sponsored by the Clergy 

Family Enrichment Committee of the Board of 

Ordained Ministry. 

 

http://www.endhunger.org/advent.htm
mailto:church@endhunger.org
http://www.endhunger.org/
mailto:sosausa@endhunger.org
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LOOKING FOR A JOB?   
A BETTER JOB? 

Hereôs help for your search!  First UMC Fox Hill, 

Hampton, in partnership with the Virginia 

Employment Commission (VEC) and Peninsula 

Worklink, will hold a free Job Search Workshop 

on Saturday, November 14, 2009.  This workshop 

will  be held at FUMC Fox Hill, 1 Salt Pond Road 

(at the corner of Fox Hill Road and Old Buckroe 

Road) from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
 

Worklink will discuss resources available to help 

people find jobs, including funding for training in 

new job skills.  The VEC will provide instruction 

in a wide range of topics, including how to find 

job openings, resume writing, job interview skills, 

and how to keep a job.  In addition, experienced 

hiring managers will be available to read and help 

improve your resume.   
 

Refreshments and free child care for infant and 

children up to 10 years old will also be provided.  

This workshop is free and open to everyone, 

and no reservation required.  For more information 

call 851-6302. 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

 SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Spaghetti dinner will be served at Noland 

Memorial UM Church, 5501 Huntington Ave, 

Newport News, on Saturday, November 14, 5 PM 

until 7 PM.  Cost for Adults $6 and Children 

under 12 $3.  Benefit United Methodist Men 

projects (Heart Havens, Devotionals for those in 

the Armed Services, and The Society of St. 

Andrews).  The Noland United Methodist Women 

will have a Dessert table - $1 each item.  

Come one ï come all! 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

CHILDRENS SABBATH---On Sunday, 

November 8, First UMC Newport News will 

have a Childrenôs Sabbath.  It starts at 10:45 a.m. 

and Rev. Dr. Denise Honeycutt is the speaker.  All 

are Welcome!  Lunch will be offered in the Social 

Hall following the service. 

 

 

VETERANôS DAY SERVICE 
First United Methodist, Newport News will have a 

special service on November 15 at 10:45 to honor 

our veterans and current service men and women. 

The service is open to everyone and will have 

readings from service men/women stationed in 

Afghanistan and Iraq. There will be a reception 

afterwards with music. Tables will be available to 

display memorabilia. God bless our troops and 

veterans.  
 

* * * * * * * * * *  

 

DINING IN ELEGANCE 
Phoebus United Methodist Church is hosting a 

ñDining in Grand Elegance Dinnerò on November 

28 and December 5.  This is to raise money for 

our Building Fund.  See attached flyer.  As an 

added note, if you are paying by check, they 

should be made out to the Phoebus UMW as the 

women are doing the purchasing of the food and 

supplies, then will write a check to the church.  

Note that there are only 66 seatingôs for dinner at 

each show; however, we can fill the sanctuary for 

the musical! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * 

 
GEORG FRIDERIC HANDELôS 

MESSIAH 
 

Williamsburg UM Church will 

present the Christmas portion of 

Handelôs Messiah on Saturday, 

December 5 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Singers from everywhere are invited to sing in this 

250
th
 anniversary commemorative concert.  

Rehearsals are Sundays, November 15, 22 and 29 

at 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m. with Dress rehearsal with 

orchestra on Thursday, December 3 from 7:00 to 

10:00 p.m.  Child Care will be provided. 

For more information and to register your 

participation, please contact Jane Hunley at  

229-1771 x 251. 

Events Around the District 
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BAZAAR 
Zion UMC , 2109 Seaford Road in Seaford, will 

hold its annual bazaar on Saturday, November 7, 

from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in the church social hall.  The 

event will feature homemade baked goods, fruit 

cakes, a diverse lunch menu with takeout 

available, afghans, quilts, totes, runners, baby 

items and other handmade crafts, fall and  

Christmas decorations and a white elephant booth. 

Homemade ice cream in several flavors will be 

offered.  Mark your calendars now! 

 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church , 1294 

Poquoson Avenue, Poquoson.  Will hold it Annual 

Bazaar on November 7
th, 

2009 sponsored by Nell 

Paulôs Circle.  Time: 9:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m. 

The bazaar will include: Baked goods, general 

store, silent auction, many vendors, and lunch 

featuring crab cakes, clam chowder, etc. For other 

information call Trinity UMC at 868-6174.  
 

 

 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
Church Bazaar 

November 7, 2009 ï 8:00 am. ï 2:00 p.m. at 

Williamsburg United Methodist Church, 500 

Jamestown Road, Williamsburg.   Call Chairmen 

Dawn Gates (259-0865) or Elaine Strange (220-

8414) for more information. 

 

Attic Treasures, Baked Goods, Homemade candy, 

holiday accessories, jewelry, hats, scarves, purses, 

knives/cutlery items, linens, Not-so-New Items, 

used books and furniture, Silent Auction and 

Luncheon from 11:30 until 1:30.  Come dine with 

us.   SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 

 

 

 

Fall Festival 
Warwick Memorial UMC, 38 Hoopes Road, 

Newport News, is holding its Fall Festival on 

Saturday, November 7, from 4:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Fun includes:  Pork BBQ meal, Children's Games, 

Bounce House, Corn Hole. Box Maze Hay ride,  

Cake Walk, and a Barn Dance!   

Free Fun for the Whole Family! 

 

 

CANDY CANE LANE 

First UMC Hampton , presents its ñCandy 

Cane Laneò Bazaar on Saturday, November 

21
st
, 9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m.  First United Methodist 

Church is located at 110 E Queen Street, in 

Downtown Hampton. 

Bazaar features: Original crafts; lovely 

Christmas and fall items, including clear, lighted 

glass blocks decorated with Christmas, 

Valentineôs, St Patrickôs, 4
th
 of July, Halloween, 

and Thanksgiving themes; renowned bake sale 

including homemade preserves, jams, jellies, 

pickles, tea breads, pound cakes, pecan and 

pumpkin pies, cookies and much more.    

 

Delicious Brunswick Stew and ham biscuit lunch 

(you may purchase stew by the quart and biscuits 

while they last). 

 

Silent auction includes an array of artwork, 

antiques, collectables and other interesting items.  

Bids close at 1:30 p.m.!  Fine White elephants: 

where you will always find an unexpected 

treasure. 

 
 

COOKIES WALK AND CRAFT SALE 
Warwick Memorial UMC  is holding its annual 

Cookie Walk and Craft Sale - 9:00 a.m. ï 2:00 

p.m. December 5. Select from thousands of fresh 

homemade holiday cookies at $4.00 per pound.  

Proceeds will benefit United Methodist Womenôs 

missions and projects in the local community and 

beyond.  The Craft Sale will feature a wonderful 

variety of handcrafted gifts and decorations and 

includes a Silent Auction with very special items 

for bid.  Warwick Memorial United Methodist 

Church, 38 Hoopes Road, Newport News 23602.  

Local Church Bazaars 
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The Peninsula Prayer Partner Ministry 
òFailure and Successó 

 

 

 

ñOur steps are made firm by the Lord, when he delights in our way;  though we 

stumble, we shall not fall headlong, for the Lord holds us by the hand.ò  (Psalms 

37: 23-24) (NRSV) 

 

ñI waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.  He drew me 

up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making 

my steps secure.  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear, 

and put their trust in the Lord.ò  (Psalms 40: 1-3) (NSRV)   

 

 

 

The literal definition of the word "failure" is: a lack of success in or at something.  

 

In reality though, you cannot achieve success in anything without failures along the way. 

No one is born with the ability to do anything successfully on the first attempt. Babies 

fall when learning to walk; pianists hit sour notes when trying to master a composition; 

athletes come in second and third while building up what it takes to place first. But there 

is a common thread among them all: they never let fear of failure stop them from 

striving for success. 

 

A lot of us have a fear of failure; but if we desire to be used by God to further His 

kingdom and bring glory to His name, we must ask Him to help us overcome this.  

 

Imagine the amazing things we could do in God's name if we never let fear hold us back! 

We might stumble along the way; but in the end, God's name would be glorified, and we 

would set an example for those around us that it's okay to try big things for God, even if 

we fail along the way to success.  

 

Continue to pray ñfor Godôs Will to be doneò; listen for God to speak to our hearts; and 

continue to direct our path; and be open to the glorious possibilities. 

 

          AMEN.  
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PRAYER CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 2009 
 
 

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  (Ephesians 6:18)  
 

 

 

Please Pray For:   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 

Strength to 

do His Will 

 

All who 

think 

ñfailureò 

 

Church 

Charge 

Conferences 

 

Social Workers 

 

Terminal 

Patients 

 

UMMenôs 

Retreat 

 

Worship 

Leaders 

 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Foster 

Parents 

 

Men in 

Churches 

 

Trust and 

Obey God 

 

Lay Leaders to 

lead 

Missionaries Church 

Preschool 

Children 

 

Obeying 

Godôs call 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

City Bus 

Drivers 

 

UMVIMS 

 

Pastors to 

preach the 

Word 

 

All Bishops 

 

More 

Praying to be 

done 

 

Spiritual 

Revival in 

Churches 

 

Food Bank 

Supporters 

 

22 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

More Menôs 

Bible 

Studies 

Families 

affected by 

financial loss 

 

Abused 

children 

 

ñThanksgivingò 
 

Military 

Leadership 

 

Changed 

Hearts for 

God 

 

Forgotten 

Elderly 

 

29 

 

30      

More God 

 

Less Satan 

 

     

 

 

 

The Peninsula Prayer Partners Ministry asks you to join them in praying this 

monthôs calendar and help us form a House of Prayer.  If you wish to be a 

ñpartner in ministryò with us, please contact the District office
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GREEN CORNER 

Idling gets ZERO miles per gallon.  

But you're not going 

anywhere.  The EPA 

recommendation is: If you 

are going to be parked for 

more than 30 seconds, turn 

off the engine; the starter will 

be fine. Ten seconds of idling can use more fuel 

than turning off the engine and restarting it. And 

when you start your engine, don't step down on the 

accelerator; just simply turn the key to start. You 

will also prevent pollution by avoiding long idles. 

Try parking your car and go inside instead of 

idling in drive-up lanes and burn your own 

calories walking!  

In the summer, park in the shade to prevent the 

inside of the car from heating up, so less air-

conditioning is needed.  Modern vehicles need 

little warm-up; theyôre most efficient when being 

driven. Idling for long periods in cold weather can 

actually cause excessive engine wear.  And, 

everybody, please hang up, then drive. 
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Staff/Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee Training 

 

Saturday, November 14 (9:00 am ï 12:00 noon) 

Chestnut Memorial UMC, 1024 Harpersville Road,  

 Newport News 

 

This workshop includes: an overview of the 

responsibilities of the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations 

Committee; characteristics of effective S/PPRCôs; 

how to develop good working relationships with 

clergy and church staff; a model for discussion 

prior to completing the ñappointment preference 

formò; and, information about the new Virginia 

Conference process for evaluation of all clergy 

under appointment which is required annually by 

the SPRC. 

 

Leadership will provided by Rev. Beth Downs, 

Director of Ministerial Services for the Virginia 

Conference.  This workshop is for committee 

members as well as chairpersons of SPRCôs.  And, 

it will  be useful for both new and continuing 

members.  Churches would be well-served to send 

their entire committee, if possible. 

 

Registration is required, so that enough manuals 

can be prepared.  It would be helpful if we could 

hear from you by November 2, but later 

registrations will be accepted.  Register by calling 

or emailing the Peninsula District office (757-596-

3476 or pendist@earthlink.net).  There is no fee 

for this event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewardship Education 
 

Saturday, November 21 (9:00 am ï 12:00 noon)  

Bethany UMC, 1509 Todds Lane, Hampton 

 

This workshop is being offered by the Virginia 

Conference, and is designed to equip and 

empower the clergy and laity of congregations 

with practical skills and principles that can be 

transformational in the financial stewardship of 

their church.  In light of the current economic 

challenges, many churches are concerned about 

decline in giving and about meeting their annual 

budgets.  The intent of this event is to is to 

cultivate a financial stewardship philosophy and 

skill set that can be very practically implemented 

in the local church. 

 

This event will be led by the consultant firm, 

James D. Klote and Associates, the Virginia 

Conferenceôs stewardship consultants.  The 

principles they teach help laity connect the 

ministry they want to enable with the financial 

resources God is calling them to steward for the 

kingdom. 

 

This event is for laity and clergy.  Everyone is 

invited, but pastors and stewardship/finance 

leaders are especially encouraged to attend.  Pre-

registration is encouraged, but walk-ins are 

welcomed.  Register by calling or emailing the 

Peninsula District office (757-596-3476 or 

pendist@earthlink.net).  There is no registration 

fee for this event. 

 

 

 

Four Upcoming Training Opportunities 
Offered by the Peninsula District Ministry Table 

mailto:pendist@earthlink.net
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