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“BEAR WITH ME” 
 

As part of the ministries of Gleaning for the 

World, there is the easy mission gift of bears 

(stuffed animals) to be sent to children in other 

countries.  These children are suffering from 

stressful life situations and need the security of an 

object that becomes their possession.  As your 

Superintendent I want to partner with the 

Peninsula churches and the Gleaning for the 

World Project Operation Teddy Bear.  For each 

bear sent to Gleaning for the World, the fee of $1 

is requested to cover shipping costs to ship the 

stuffed animals out of our country.  Will you let 

me pay the dollars?  Your part in this mission 

project is to gather bears, bless them in a way that 

is meaningful and ship them to: 

 Gleaning for the World, Inc. 

 7539 Stage Rd., P.O. Box 645 

 Concord, VA 24538 

 

Send me notification of the number of animals you 

have sent.  This can come to my office as phone 

call, email or hard copy.  As of this writing, I have 

no notification of bears shipped.  Several churches 

have mentioned intentions.  Included here is a 

litany that may be used to bless the bears in a 

service. 

     Remember: 

 Collect the bears, count them 

 Ship to Gleaning for the World 

 Notify my office of the number 

shipped  

 

Thanks for your participation 

Myrtle Frances Hatcher 

District Superintendent 

 

Note:  To learn more abut the Organization 

Gleaning for the World, visit the website 

www.GFTW.org  
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ñBear With Meò 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: You God are the hope of our earth, the joy of our existence, the promise of comfort to the 

distressed 

 

RESPONSE: AND WITH OUR HANDS WE OFFER THOSE THINGS THAT ARE SIGNS OF OUR 

CARING FOR THOSE IN NEED 

 

Leader: Hear our humble cries for children in this world who need our love. 

 

RESPONSE: WE OFFER THE COMFORT OF A STUFFED ANIMAL AS A SIMPLE GIFT OF 

CARING TO THE CHILDREN WHEREVER THEY ARE.  MAY THOSE WHO 

STRUGGLE AND SUFFER BE GUARDED BY YOUR EVERLASTING LOVE, 

DEAR GOD. 

 

Leader: Recognize in us a devotion to you Lord.  Bless these gifts to your glory. 

 

RESPONSE: MAY THE CHILD WHO CUDDLES A BEAR, FEEL THE LOVE AND PROTECTION 

OF OUR SAVIOR’S ALMIGHTY POWER. 

 

ALL: LORD OF LIFE, MAY WE BE GOOD WITNESSES TO YOUR LOVE THROUGH 

OUR ACTS OF SERVICE AND GIVING.  THESE GIFTS ARE OUR HUMAN 

PRACTICES OF GENEROSITY.  BLESS THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED AND 

THOSE WHO WILL RECEIVE.  AMEN. 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE OPERATION  

JULY 1 – OCTOBER 1, 2009 
 

During the period when the 

District Superintendent is on 

leave, the district office will 

provide its regular services in 

support of the ministries of 

our congregations.  Mrs. 

Evonne Dickey will be in the 

office Monday – Thursday from 8:00 am – 3:00 

pm.  A 12:00 – 1:00 lunch break can be expected 

when the voicemail will pick up calls.  If you have 

need of office support and cannot connect with the 

secretary, the Rev. Bob Parsons may be contacted 

at Phoebus UMC 722-8009 or at his home  

565-1609 (Williamsburg) 

 

 

 

 

THE GREEN CORNER 

God has given us the perfect planet for us to 

inhabit.  We can live here cheaper and greener in 

two ways this summer--let's conserve air and 

water!  Specifically, think about turning on a fan 

when you're hot instead of lowering the 

thermostat.  A fan in an empty room does no one 

any good, but a fan when you're sitting there gives 

you an extra bump of cooling that can save!   

We know about turning off faucets or saving the 

water for plants while you wait for the hot, but 

how about those jugs of water everyone buys 

when there's a hurricane scare?  Start saving your 

clean and dry juice or soda bottles and fill them 

with our “4-star” rated water out of the tap.  When 

the threat passes, drink what's in the fridge or 

water your plants.  You save cash and there are 

fewer plastic bottles!  It's win-win! 
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CRAFTERS WANTED! 
 

Crafters wanted  for Tabernacle UMC's 19th 

Annual Arts and Crafts Bazaar in Poquoson  

September 18-19.  Spaces are free, a donation to 

the silent auction is required  (the proceeds go to 

missions). Reserve your space now! For more 

information contact the church office at 868-6842 

or ann.tumc@verizon.net. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Crooks Memorial UMC invites everyone to its 

Vacation Bible School; subject is:  "CAMP 

E.D.G.E."   Fun begins with Pot-Luck supper on  

Sunday, July 26 at 5:30 pm and continues with 

Classes and Activities from 6:15-8:30 pm each 

evening.  Snack Supper, July 27-30 at 6:00 pm; 

The Closing Program is on Thursday, July 30 

from 7:50-8:30 pm. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 
   Hey Kids! (Little and Big!)  
         Youõre Invited to 
    Vacation Bible School  
 
When ð July 13 ð 17 

 Dinner 5:00 (FREE!)  

 VBS 5:30 ð 7:30  

Where ð Tabernacle UMC  

 831 Poquoson Ave. Poquoson 

 (757) 868 - 6842  

Who ð 4 years ole ð rising 6 th  Grade Children  

 
Register Now!  Contact Athena Romo, Director of 

Ministries Development, at Tabernacle UMC 868-

6842, ajromo.tumc@verizon.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WHAT IS IT?It is a four side approach to 
weight loss that addresses the whole personð 
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual.   

 
What’s unique about First Place 4 Health? 
     Christ-centered priorities: Bible study, 
 prayer and Scripture memory 
     Choices for health: Addressing the whole 
 personð emotions, mind, body and 
 spirit 
     Community: Support and accountability 
 through small groups 

 
WHEN: Wednesday Nights 6:30 - 7:45 pm  
             Summer Session beginning in July   
 

WHERE: Tabernacle UMC 
             831 Poquoson Ave, Poquoson               
             (757) 868-6842 
 

WHO: This fellowship opportunity is open to 
    EVERYONE! 

HOW MUCH: The registration fee is $20.                         
        The fee covers the Bible study materials.   
        First time attendees will need a  
 participantôs kit. The fee is $80 
        Registration deadline July 14th  
        To register, contact Athena Romo,  
 868-6842 or  
 e-mail: ajromo.tumc@verizon.net  

 

  

 

Events Around the District 

A FAITH-BASED 

WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 

mailto:ajromo.tumc@verizon.net
mailto:ajromo.tumc@verizon.net
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POWHATAN RENAISSANCE 

Tim Scullion of Wellspring UMC’s Music 

Ministry has written, recorded, and produced a CD 

entitled ñPowhatan Renaissance,ò with 7 original 

songs.  Titles include Mattaponi anir Nenowa (I 

Come from Mattaponi), Released to the Great 

Spirit, Netab Ni Tapwa (Greetings My Friend), 

Huskanaw, Knee-hag-gons (Our Home), and 

Flight of Swift Eagle.  The CD insert includes the 

story behind each piece. For instance, the song 

Huskanaw:  In a coming-of-age ceremony, a 

young adolescent boy of about twelve would have 

to go into the woods by himself to hunt, sometimes 

facing a large predatory animal such as a wolf or 

a bear. The song starts with the boyôs journey; the 

haunting calls of wolves a reminder of the danger 

he faces. In the middle of his journey, the boy is 

startled by his greatest fear, an adult bear, and 

must do battle with his nemesis. The boy comes 

away from the battle victorious, with the death cry 

of the bear both haunting and liberating. The boy 

returns to his tribe with a newly found respect for 

these great animals, and a new strength. The 

proven young man would choose the name of a 

bird or animal that he admired or respected, 

completing ñhuskanawò.   ñPowhatan 

Renaissanceò is available at Wellspring for just 

$10, and 100% of the sale price goes to the 

Powhatan Nation and Mattaponi Reservation.  To 

support our Mattaponi friends, and receive 

beautiful music for you or someone you love, 

please call 757-258-5008, or email your request to 

office@wellspringmethodist.org. 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

PUPPET MINISTRY AND 
CREATIVE ARTS 

The Virginia Festival of Puppet 

Ministry and Creative Arts will be 

held at First United Methodist 

Church of Newport News (10246 

Warwick Blvd.) on August 22, 2009 

from 9am - 5pm. Registration begins at 8:15.  Cost 

is $35.00, and includes lunch. The performance is 

open to the public (free of charge) on Friday, 

August 21 at 7:00 pm. Register now at 

rainbowpuppets.com or call 757-851-3266. 

A WORKSHOP FOR 
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 

 

Our Music for Modern Worship workshop, 

being held on Saturday, October 17, 8 am – 4 pm, 

is an opportunity to see first-hand how to start 

Contemporary worship in your church. With just a 

few dedicated musicians and a lot of prayer, it is 

possible to create a Music Ministry that will 

enhance the faith walk of the congregation. 

Music is a valuable component to worship, and 

there are many ways to utilize it to the 

congregation’s advantage.  You don’t need to have 

members who can play instruments; you just need 

members with an eagerness to learn.  In the 

beginning, groups will morph until the group gels. 

They may even split apart and form separate 

groups. The most important factor is to be 

appreciative and supportive of your volunteers. 

They are the backbone of your music ministry, 

and God is the body.  You don’t have to be a 

church with a large membership base or a large 

budget; you can start with an acoustic guitar and 

work your way up.  You can have fund-raisers to 

earn money for equipment.  The purpose of this 

workshop is to share with you things we learned 

that can save you a lot of time and energy in 

getting your contemporary Music Ministry started. 

Come and join us for a day of music, learning, and 

fellowship!  Cost is $60 per person (save $10 by 

registering by October 1 -- just $50 per person).  

Space is limited and filling up fast!  Contact Gail 

Scullion at 757-229-5558, or email request to 

office@wellspringmethodist.org. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

FISH FRY AT CHRIST UMC  

Come join the fun for another fish fry at Christ 

UMC on Saturday, 5:00 p.m., July 25.  Event is 

sponsored by the UMM and UMW. 

And mark your calendars:  Others 

are planned for August 22 and 

September 26.  Everyone is invited.

mailto:office@wellspringmethodist.org
mailto:office@wellspringmethodist.org
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A Community Concert 

July 9th at 7:00 PM  

at Tabernacle United Methodist Church  

831 Poquoson Ave, Poquoson  (757) 868-6842 
 

The Chapel Choir of Christ UMC of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania is comprised of eighty-five youth in 
grades 7 through 12.  Sixty-four of these youth are in this year's choir tour.  At their home church the 
Chapel Choir is responsible for the early Sunday morning worship service and also sings at other 
special services and programs during the year.  One of the favorite events for members of their 
congregation is the send-off concert the choir presents to the home community before leaving on 
tour each summer. 
 
Led by Linda Williams, the Minister of Music at Christ UMC, the Chapel Choir sings a variety of 
styles of music.  The tour features their favorite anthems from classical,  
contemporary, spiritual, jazz, and folk styles. This group of young people is passionate about music 
and serving their community, whether that community is the neighboring town or neighboring state.  
They are truly dedicated to their faith, their church, and one another.  
 

Join us for a beautiful summer concert! 

CHRIST UMC YOUTH CHOIR 
Presents: 
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The Peninsula Prayer Partner Ministry 
“WORSHIP” 

 

ñFrom the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised.ò  

(Psalm 113:3) 

 

WORSHIP IS THE FIRST PURPOSE OF YOUR LIFE.  When Jesus was asked, 

“What is the greatest commandment?”  He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and mind and soul and strength.” (Luke 10:27) 

 

“Worship is any expression of our love to God – for who he is, what he has said, and 

what he is doing.” 

 

When you understand worship in this way – in its full biblical context – then you can quickly see that there 

are many appropriate ways to express our love to God.  Obeying, trusting, testifying, listening, praying, 

creating, thanking, waiting, singing, confessing, committing, giving, and practically every other action can 

be an act of worship when our motivation is to demonstrate our love to God.   

 

Worship should be our first activity when we open our eyes in the morning and our last activity when we 

close our eyes at night.  ñSo whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.ò (1 

Corinthians 10:31) 

 

How is it possible to do everything to the glory of God?  By doing everything as if you were doing it for 

God.  In worship, we turn our attention away from ourselves and toward God.  When this happens, what 

we’re doing becomes an act of worship that brings pleasure to God.   

 

Worship of our creator should become to us as natural as eating or breathing.  In fact, God created us with a 

natural desire to worship SOMETHING, and if we fail to worship God, we inevitably will find a SINFUL 

SUBSTITUTE.  Everybody worships something.  If not God then we create an idol of something or someone 

or some task. 

 

A lifestyle of worship will move us away from the halfhearted worship that Isaiah 29 describes.  ñThe Lord 

said, ñBecause these people draw near with their mouths and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are 

far from me, and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote; so I will again do amazing 

things  with this people, shocking and amazing.  The wisdom of their wise shall perish, and the discernment 

of the discerning shall be hidden.ò (Isaiah 29:13-14) 

 

God wants worship that overflows from a heart of love, full of passion and commitment for him. 

 

In genuine worship God’s presence is felt, God’s pardon is offered, God’s purposes are revealed, and God’s 

power is displayed. ñGod said, ñI hereby make a covenant.  Before all your people I will perform marvels, 

such as have not been performed in all the earth or in any nation; and all the people among whom you live 

shall see the work of the Lord; for it is an awesome thing that I will do with you.ò (Exodus 34: 10) 

 

So, may you love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength as you live according to his purposes. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR FOR JULY 2009 
 

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  (Ephesians 6:18)  
 

 

 

Please Pray For:   
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

 

 

  Our District 

Superintendent 

 

Vacation 

Bible 

Schools 

 

Worship God 

with heart 

 

Morrison Home 

residents 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Assisted 

Living 

Providers 

 

 

Diverse 

People in our 

Churches 

 

Fire 

Fighters 

everywhere 

 

Businesses to 

succeed 

 

Elderly 

living alone 

 

Trusting in 

God 

 

Military in 

combat 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Doctors 

treating 

Aids 

 

 

Shelters for 

unwanted 

animals 

 

Truck 

Drivers 

 

Worship 

Leaders 

 

Camp 

Rainbow 

Day 

 

Safe travels 

for 

vacationers 

 

Listen for 

God’s call 

 

19 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 

Train 

Engineers 

 

 

Sunday 

School 

Teachers 

 

Constructio

n Workers 

 

Homelessness 

to end 

 

Pastors who 

preach the 

word 

 

Church Staff 

 

Prisoners 

 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 31  

Spiritual 

Revivals 

 

 

Men in 

Churches 

 

All Women 

 

Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

More God 

 

Less Satan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Peninsula Prayer Partners Ministry asks you to join them in praying this month’s calendar and 

help us form a House of Prayer.  If you wish to be a “partner in ministry” with us, please contact the 

District office. 
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IS YOUR APRON OVER YOUR 
HEAD?? 

Happy 140
th

 Birthday United Methodist Women!   

 

It was a stormy night in 

Boston, Massachusetts in 

March, 1869 when several 

women braved the weather to 

meet at Tremont Methodist 

Episcopal Church to form the 

Woman’s Foreign 

Missionary Society.  Later 

that same year the first two 

missionaries sponsored by 

the Society, Clara Swain and Isabella Thoburn, set 

out to serve in India.  The rest, as they say, is 

history.  And what a rich history we have!!!  

United Methodist Women of today are inheritors of 

the vision and toil of women’s missionary societies 

from eight (8) denominations.  Throughout the 

years, our women have led the campaign for 

human rights and social justice. The generation of 

women who founded the early missionary societies 

developed powerful networks and organizational 

structures to help women attain full participation in 

the life of the church and society.  Those structures 

still stand. 

 In the early years of our women’s mission 

organizations, the focus was on sending 

missionaries and helping to change the lives of 

women and girls in foreign lands.   Before too 

long, they began to address issues of poverty, child 

labor, immigration, migrant labor, family life, 

racial discrimination, and many other social ills of 

the day in our own country. 

 Many problems faced by the women of past 

times have reemerged in our own time with a new 

and demanding urgency: new waves of 

immigration, homelessness, racial divisions, threats 

to the environment, substance abuse and addiction, 

lack of affordable health care, concerns for the 

well-being of children and the elderly, public 

education, questions about women’s roles in 

society, and world peace.  

 Because of the faithfulness and courage of 

the millions of women who prayed, planned, 

organized, marched, petitioned, labored, and 

supported the work of the early missionary 

societies, the lives of countless women, children 

and youth, have been irrevocably changed.  We 

and those who will follow us, are living the legacy 

of the women’s missionary movement of the 19
th

 

century.  

 During the coming months we have much 

to celebrate as we continue the journey begun 140 

years ago by our faithful and courageous 

foremothers.  Why not have a birthday party in 

your church to highlight this milestone???  Invite 

everyone, whether UMW or not.  And how about if 

each person gave $1.40 to UMW missions---a 

penny for each year of our organization’s 

existence!!!  That’s a pretty inexpensive “present,” 

but all-combined it could do a world of good for 

many people!!!  Send cash or checks made out to 

“Peninsula District UMW” to Janet Taylor, 18443 

Cherry Grove Circle, Smithfield, VA 23430. 

   Debbie Lewis 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 
 

WE’RE FOCUSED ON BEING YOUR 
FINANCIAL PARTNER IN MINISTRY 
 

Large churches and small churches- we have 

products and services that fit them all,  including 

checking and savings accounts, loan products, 

online account management, electronic collection 

of tithes and financial literacy resources. We 

always welcome the opportunity to serve our 

conference churches. Call us at 866-657-0200 or 

visit our website at www.vumcu.org.   
 

 

  

http://www.vumcu.org/
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PENINSULA DISTRICT CALENDAR  

Calendar is subject to change 
July 
10 – 11  UMMen’s National Gathering (Nashville, TN) 

15 UMWomen’s District Exec Planning Meeting  

 (7:00 @ First (Hampton) UMC) 

16 UMMen’s Day at Camp Rainbow (Blackstone) 

24 – 26 School of Christian Mission (VUMAC) 

27 UMMen General Meeting (@ Zion UMC) 

 

August 
3 District Stewards (7:00 pm  @ Grace UMC) 

13 UMMen’s Day at Camp Rainbow (Blackstone) 

19 UMWomen’s Exec. Meeting (7:00 pm @  

 Chestnut Memorial UMC) 

 

September 
7 District Office Closed 

12 Racial Justice Event 

16 UMWomen’s Exec. Board Meeting (7:00 pm @  

 St. Mark’s UMC) 

18 – 19 UMWomen Young Women’s Retreat (VUMAC) 

19 UMMen Prayer Breakfast (8:00 am @ St. Mark’s UMC) 

25 – 26 Lay Speaker Training (TBD) 

28 UMMen Cabinet Meeting 

October 
12 District Finance Meeting (10:00 am @ Grace UMC) 

17 District Conference (10:00 am @ Tabernacle UMC) 

18 Small Church Joint Charge Conference (5:00 pm @  

 Aldersgate UMC) 

21 Superintendency Committee Meeting (7:00 pm @  

 St. Luke’s UMC) 

 

November 
14 District Wide SPRC Training (9:00 – 12:00 @  

 Chestnut Memorial UMC) 

16-17 Cabinet 

 

December 
12 Cabinet 
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