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The Continuing Story of Love 
 
All of us face struggle in our lives--it is part of the 
human condition.  Lent is a time of openly facing up 
to that as a church.  No matter how strong our faith is, 
we will have difficult times.  In fact, the more faithful 
we are the more likely we are to struggle. 
 
Jesus struggled.  We see it clearly in his temptation 
and then again as he set himself for his final entry into 
Jerusalem.  He struggled against the Temple system of 
the moneychangers, and the meaningless questions of 
some of the church leaders who were out to destroy 
him.  He struggled as he prayed in Gethsemane and as 
he died on the cross.  But his struggles were never 
meaningless.  They were always set in the context of 
hope. 
 
Instead of letting our struggles defeat us, we too can 
hold onto hope through them and be ready to see how 
they might open new windows of understanding and 
new doors of possibility. 
 
In our times of darkness and loss, loneliness and 
confusion, instead of shutting down, we can open 
ourselves to what God will do with us next.  Prayer, 
scripture, music, the voice of a friend, can help us find 
strength to go on.  God wants us to have the inner 
courage to walk with Jesus through the struggles life 
brings us, keeping our heart strong and our thoughts 
hopeful.  The church family provides opportunities to 
help this happen through Sunday worship and 
fellowship and in the Thursday Lenten Events. 
 
Here's to you for a hopeful Lent. 
 
Shalom,  Carol  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us every Thursday evening during 
Lent.  We will gather in the fellowship hall at 
6:00pm for supper, a Lenten activity and 
informal worship. 
  

 

What brought Christ to the cross? 
 
Whatever else is to be made of it, everyone feels that 
the Cross stands out [as] a hideous tragedy, a dreadful 
fact ... upon our human records.  
 
“They have crucified the Lord of Glory!” gasps St. 
Paul in horror. And as often as it comes in sight of 
Calvary, the heart of humankind echoes that 
shuddering cry, stands rooted to the spot, staring 
incredulously at what can’t be true; yet there it really 
is!  
 
How did it happen, this appalling thing? What sudden 
orgy of insanity overwhelmed for one mad day the 
kindly human nature that we know so well, and swept 
it headlong into this? Yet the last haunting terror of it 
is that it was brought about by ordinary mortals like 
ourselves.  
 
—Adapted from a sermon by Dr. A.J. Gossip  
in The Galilean Accent  



 

 

   

 

 
Welcome New Members 
 
Congratulations to those who recently joined Orting 
United Methodist Church.  We welcome them warmly. 
 
 
Viola & LeRoy Bush 
836 Harman Way So #94 
Orting, WA  98360 
(360)-893-0844 
  
Jeanne & Robert Wolford 
836 Harman Way So  #72 
Orting, WA  98360 
(360)-893-6712 
  
Billie Braddock 
836 Harman Way So  # 
Orting, WA  98360 
(360)-893-2078 
  
Pam Hedlund  
1106 Nunnally Ave NW 
Orting, WA  98360 
(360)-893-6505 
 
 
 
Make plans to observe Holy Week and Easter at 
Orting United Methodist Church 
 
Plans are underway to observe and celebrate the death 
and resurrection of Christ. Worship opportunities being 
planned are as follows:   
 
Sunday, April 4 - Palm Sunday with procession of palms 
and special music. 
  
Thursday, April 8 - 7:00pm - Maundy Thursday with a 
Re-enactment of Last Supper 
  
Sunday, April 11 -  Easter Sunday 

6:30am - Sunrise Service 
  8-9:30am - Easter Breakfast 
 11:00am - Easter Celebration Worship 
 
Mark your calendars and plan to be here! 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
By Bette Scott 
 
We met on February 4, at OUMC with sack lunches.  We 
are planning on going to a Bonsai collection at 
Weyerhaeuser Corporate Headquarters in Federal Way on 
March 20.  There is also a Rhododendron Species 
Botanical Garden nearby.  Carol showed us pictures and 
told about her trip to Cuba.  We began thinking ahead to 
Easter Activities. 
 
All women of the church are invited to join us the first 
Wednesday of every month at 10:00am. 
 
 
Prayer Chain 
  
We have started a prayer chain.  Please give Pastor Carol 
or Muriel Doolittle a call if you have any prayer needs.  If 
you are interested in being a part of the prayer chain let 
Pastor Carol or Muriel know.  You can reach Pastor Carol 
at (360) 893-2740 or Muriel Doolittle at (253) 848-3781. 
 
 
 
The earthquake that changed the 
world — for the better 
 
On Ash Wednesday in 2001, an attention-getting 
earthquake shook Seattle and its environs. It compelled 
pastors Charlie and Ann Lewis to write this in their church 
newsletter: 
 
“While most years we prefer to think of Lent as a 
contemplative journey of faith as we walk with Jesus 
toward Jerusalem and the cross, this year we are thinking 
of how God turned the world upside down at Calvary. 
From the cross, Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and his 
life was finished. Then the earth shook violently, the 
curtain in the temple was torn in two and rocks were split 
apart. The God who identified with us in our humanity in 
the incarnation of Jesus Christ, demonstrated in that 
moment the depth of divine love for us — a love that leads 
God to choose the path of suffering and sacrifice. 
“Three days later, the earth shook again — another violent 
earthquake, and the stone in front of the tomb was rolled 
away. Then the crucified Christ threw aside the burial 
cloths, and emerged from the darkness of the tomb to walk 
in the dew of the grass as dawn was breaking across the 
sky. 
“God had declared victory over sin and death itself. That 
victory was for us. The new life we know through the risen 
Christ is a victory over the demonic things of this world. 
God has given us a glorious life that extends into eternity.”
 
—The Light, First Presbyterian Church  
of Snohomish, Washington 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

   

 

 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
A Special Thanks to… 

♦ Roger Downing and George Bauman for finishing the 
installation of new lights in our Christian Education building. 

♦ Phil Fabel, Rosalie Gronka, George & Mardell Bauman, 
Roger Downing, Vernon & Mary Lou Lewis for church 
cleaning in February. 

♦ February Worship Leaders: Roger Downing, Joe Langowski, 
Cheryl Dyson, and Leigh Starr. 

♦ Shirley & Arnie Olson for stuffing bags for the Welcome 
Wagon so our church brochure could be included.  

♦ Special Music in February: Leigh & Sharon Starr, Roger 
Downing, and Pastor Carol. 

♦ Coffee House Workers: Mardell Bauman, Roger Downing, 
John Downs, Pastor Carol. 

♦ Stained Glass Window: Frank Shride, George Bauman, and 
Dick Seiber. 

      
Please Pray for… 
  

♦ Les Spangler who has lung cancer and is receiving hospice 
care. 

♦ Mary Jo Walker, lung cancer, but she has been able to make it 
to church the last few weeks and it has been great to see her 
there! 

♦ Benita Tshala, our Congolese orphan adopted by the church. 
♦ Noelle and Randy Mauer in their adoption process. 
♦ Shut-in:  Louise Hause, Hazelle Woods, Dorothy Bosshart, 

and Marilyn Johnson. 
 
In Memoriam.. 
 
Ed Hansen passed away February 19. 
Our prayers are with Thelma and the family. 

 
 
Baptisms.. 
 
Preston Ford, Grandson of Emma Ford, great grandson of Harlan & 
Ethel Ford. 
  
Kodi Ford, Great grandson of Emma Ford, great-great grandson of 
Harlan & Ethel Ford. 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations!!!  
  
Katie Netherly and Anthony Ray were married in our church on 
February 5.  Katie is the granddaughter of Ken Barkley (deceased), 
who was very active in our Sunday School and Trustees. 
  
 

 
Celebrating Birthdays in March 
 
15 Monique Barteaux Michelsen 
31 Greg Zirkle 
  
  
 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 
     Budget for year(2004)  $ 70,784.90 
      Receipts in January   $   2,608.00 
      Disbursements in Jan.  $   5,543.08 
         
   

March Lectionary 
 
March 7   Psalm 27 

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 
Luke 13:31-35 

  
March 14 Psalm 63:1-8 

Isaiah 55:1-9 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

 
March 21 Psalm 32 

Joshua 5:9-12 
2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 
  
March 28 Psalm 126 

Isaiah 43:16-21 
Philippians 3:4b-14 
John 12:1-8 
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