
 

 

   

 

          Orting United Methodist Church 

 The Messenger 
           A neighborhood church in the heart of the community 

Our Mission is to serve God, the Church, and the Community by raising the Christian  
awareness of every individual by caring and sharing God's Love. 
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November 30 First Sunday of Advent 

Lighting of First Advent Candle 
  Hanging of the Greens in Worship 

Special Music by Choir 
    
December 3      United Methodist Women Christmas  

Luncheon - 10:00 am in the fellowship hall 
 
December 7 Second Sunday of Advent 
  Lighting of Second Advent Candle 
  Special Music by the Choir 
  Holy Communion 

Holiday Potluck following worship 
 
December 14     Third Sunday of Advent 
            Lighting of Third Advent Candle 
            Special Music by the Choir 
    
December 21     Fourth Sunday of Advent 
            Lighting of Fourth Advent Candle 
  Special Christmas Music 

Christmas Pageant  
Community Christmas Carol 
Sing:  4:00-5:00 pm 
Refreshments served, Everyone invited. 
Bring family and friends 

 
December 24    Christmas Eve Service - 7:00 pm 

A Service of Carols, Communion,  & 
Candlelight 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Espresso Drama Theater Production 
 Pizza, Pop and a Play 

 
"Joy Goodheart and the Mustache Melodrama" 

 
Sunday, December 7th, 4:00 pm 

Ptarmigan Ridge Intermediate School 
805 Old Pioneer Way NW, Orting 

 
Cost:  Adult Ticket -  $5.00 
Kids 10 and under -  $2.50 

Family of 4 -  $15.00 
 
Brought to you by the Opportunity Center of 
Orting/Youth Coffee House.  Tickets may be purchased 
from Kim Farnes or Pastor Carol. 
 
 

Watchful waiting 
 
Advent is meant to be a time of watchful waiting. 
Waiting for Christ to come, waiting for Christ to be born 
within us, waiting for Christ to take over ourselves to the 
degree that we become more like the master: loving, 
serving, sharing, blessing. Imagine having the light of 
Christ shining through us more fully, more completely. 
Imagine becoming what St. Paul prayed that the people 
of the Philippian Church might become: “... that your 
love may abound more and more, with knowledge and 
all discernment, so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with fruits of righteousness which come 
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 
(Philippians 1:9-11, rsv). 
 

 



 

 

   

 

Preparing for the Birth of Christ 
By Muriel Doolittle 
 
Advent is preparing for the birth of Christ for four 
Sundays.  November 30 is the first Sunday in Advent, 
when the paraments stay purple or blue for the pre-
Christmas season.   We will be doing a Hanging of the 
Greens liturgy in worship Nov. 30.  The Advent Wreath 
is brought in, garlands are hung and holly arranged in 
the two niches as scriptures and prayers are read. 
 
Advent Events will be held on the three Thursdays 
leading up to Christmas:  a simple supper at 6:00, 
followed by an Advent activity and then an informal 
worship service of prayer and praise.  Please join your 
church family for these events to highlight the 
importance of faith preparation for Christmas. 
 
Our Community Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long will be 
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 21 at 4:00 pm.  This year there 
will be special music performances by members of the 
choir interspersed with the caroling. 
 
 
 
Pastor Carol to go to Cuba 
 
Pastor Carol has been invited to go on a mission to Cuba 
as part of the Jubilate Choir.  Twenty-four singers from 
the PNW Conference will sing at the Methodist Church 
in Cuba the first two weeks in January.  She is working 
hard to memorize the songs in Spanish.  Please 
remember her in your prayers as she goes on this trip.  
 
 
Our greatest need 
 
If our greatest need had been information, 
God would have sent us an educator. 
 
If our greatest need had been technology, 
God would have sent us a scientist. 
 
If our greatest need had been money, 
God would have sent us an economist. 
 
If our greatest need had been pleasure, 
God would have sent us an entertainer. 
But our greatest need was forgiveness and acceptance, 
So God sent us a Savior. 
—Author unknown 

 
 
 
 
 
We have been gathering food for five families in Orting to 
receive baskets so they too may have a joyful 
Thanksgiving and a good meal.  Every Sunday our church 
family has been bringing food items and money to put in 
our food basket in the Succoth Booth.  We have used the 
money to buy Safeway food certificates so each family 
may purchase the kind of meat and pies that are their 
favorites. 
 
Thank you to each and every one who helped make this 
possible.  Please continue to bring food for the Christmas 
baskets we will be giving out.  Keep in mind that we will 
be setting up the Giving Tree so we can provide Christmas 
gifts for two families in Orting. 
 
God Bless.  Have a wonderful Holiday Season! 
 
Mardell Bauman 
 
 
A broadcaster writes of Christmas 
 
The late Harry Reasoner of CBS’s Sixty Minutes penned 
some thoughtful words about the meaning of Christmas, a 
smattering of which are as follows:  
 
“Almost nobody has seen God, and almost nobody has any 
real idea of what he’s like, and the truth is that ... the idea 
of seeing God suddenly and standing in the very bright 
light is not necessarily a completely comfortable and 
appealing idea.” 
 
“But everyone has seen babies, and most people like them. 
If God wanted to be loved as well as feared, he moved 
correctly here. If he wanted to know his people as well as 
rule them, he moved correctly here, for a baby growing up 
learns all about people. If God wanted to be intimately a 
part of [humanity], he moved correctly, for the experience 
of birth and familyhood is our most intimate and precious 
experience.” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
There will no newsletter published in January 2004.  From 
my family to yours, have a very Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year. 
 
Noelle Mauer 
Editor, The Messenger 



 

 

   

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 A Special Thanks to… 

♦ Mardell Bauman, Janet Bjork, and all who contributed to the 
Thanksgiving Baskets.  We were able to provide baskets to 
five families. 

♦ John Downs for making the military poster and picture display 
in the fellowship hall. 

♦ Shirley Olson for shopping and helping purchase a dishwasher 
and stove for the parsonage to replace the non-functioning 
ones. 

♦ Roger Downing and Arnie Olson for installing the new 
dishwasher in the parsonage. 

♦ Church cleaners in November:  George and Mardell Bauman, 
Vernon and Mary Lou Lewis, Roger Downing, Phil Fabel. 

♦ Sharon Starr for office help on the Annual Report. 
♦ Worship leaders:  Roger Downing, Cheryl Dyson and Joe 

Langowski. 
♦ Stained glass window work:  George Bauman, Frank Shride 

and Rev. Dick Seiber.  
♦ Coffee House volunteers:  Mardell Bauman, John Downs, 

Roger Downing, Patricia Chouery, and Pastor Carol. 
♦ George Bauman and Christopher Campbell for lawn mowing.

       
Please Pray for… 

♦ Those in military service:  Capt. George Downs, Joe Chouery, 
Tim Kramer, David Anderson, Michael Cash, Eric Olson, 
Doug Crum, Zach Gilbertson. 

♦ Four-year-old Shyanne Phillips, continuing treatment for 
cancer. 

♦ Les Spangler, lung cancer. 
♦ Mary Jo Walker, lung cancer. 
♦ Marilyn Johnson, lung disease.  She is now on oxygen 24 

hours and day and is moving into assisted living at Merrill 
Gardens in Puyallup. 

♦ Roy Gronka, degenerative arthritis. 
♦ Eric Markstrom, staph infection. 
♦ LeRoy Bush, Parkinson's Disease. 
♦ Benita Tshala, our adopted orphan in the Congo. 
♦ Noelle and Randy Mauer who are trying to adopt a child. 
♦ For our shut-ins:  Ernie Thompson, Louise Hause, Hazelle 

Woods, and Dorothy Bosshart. 

 
Celebrating Birthdays in December 
15 Kree Knopik 
29 Shannon Scott  

  Vonnie Ford 
30 Janet Langowski 
 
 
Celebrating Birthdays in January 
 2 Pastor Carol Mariano 

Hazelle Wood 
 5 Linda Overman, Mardell Bauman 
15 Kaelin Zirkle 
19 Shirley Olson, John Downs 
23 Marilyn Johnson, Mary Lou Lewis 
27 Jean Hart 
28 Rena Shawver 

 
FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 
      Budget for year  $ 62,244.00 
      Needed monthly (avg)   $   5,187.00 
       Receipts in Oct.  $   3,972.00 
       Disbursements in Oct.  $   5,822.00 
        
       Total General Fund receipts   
       for the year as of 10/31/03   $52,360.00  
 

 
   

December Lectionary 
 
December 7  Luke 1:68-79, Malachi 3:1-4 

Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

  
December 14 Isaiah 12:2-6 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18 

  
December 21 Luke 1:47-55, Micah 5:2-5a 

Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45 
  
December 24 Psalm 96, Isaiah 9:2-7 

Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20 
  
December 25 Psalm 98,   

Hebrews 1:1-4, 5-12 
John 1:1-14 

  
December 28 Psalm 148, 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52,  

 

 
A Christmas prayer 
  
O God our loving father, help us rightly to remember the 
birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds and the worship of the wise 
men. 

Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the 
world. 

Deliver us from evil by the blessing that Christ brings, and 
teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy 
children and the Christmas evening bring us to our beds with 
grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  

Amen. 



 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orting United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 537 
109 Train St. S.E. 
Orting, WA 98360 
 

 NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

PERMIT NO. 18 
ORTING, WA 

Carol Mariano, Pastor 
Phone: 360-893-2740 
E-mail Address:  Revmariano@aol.com 
Editor:  Noelle Mauer 

                                                   PRESORTED STANDARD 

 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

  

2003



 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  


