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INTRODUCTION: The Ganta United Methodist Hospital Eye Clinic is a Christoffel -
BlindenMission (CBM) International sponsored Eye Unit. It has been involved in an
active community eye outreach programme since 2002.

Thefocus of all our outreach visits is the identification and transportation of patients with
operable cataract cases to the base hospital for sight restoration surgery. This has been
the trend of our work up to 2007.

The problems of cost, distance, and fear of surgery have been the major barriers for our
cataract surgical delivery services. However, in order to break these obstacles, the Eye
Clinic decided to establish surgical outreach stations in the various districts of Nimba
County where eye surgeries will be performed on a periodic basis at arelatively lower
cost and closer to the community members.



The first surgical outreach station to be selected is at the Karnplay Clinic in Gbehlay-Geh
Digtrict.
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The eye team sent an advanced team on April 24, 2007 to pre-screen patients for
surgeries. Thisteam was in Karnplay for about two weeks prior to the visit of the
surgical team. The surgical team was in Karnplay from May 6-12, 2007 and performed
the total of forty-five eye operations with cataract surgeries constituting about 69%.

The second surgical outreach center chosen isthe Mid-Liberia Baptist Mission Clinicin
Tappita, Nimba County.

The advance team visited the Tappita District from June 19 to 26, 2007 and subsequently
began the pre-surgical outreach screening. This was followed by the arrival of the
surgical team which started eye operation from June 27 to 30, 2007.



ACTIVITIES:

Postoperative patients awaiting removal of their eye pad after successful cataract
operations.

A portable electric sterilizer (Sterilisator-75) donated by CBM-International is being used
to sterilize our ophthalmic instruments while on outreach.

Mary Saye, nurse-aide trained to maintain and pass ophthalmic instruments is seen
setting up the operation room



Arrival of the Ganta Hospital eye team at the Karnplay Clinic and unloading of the
outreach vehicle
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Training the officer in charge (OIC), RN, CM, and the community health workers
on theidentification of cataract, pterygium, corneal scar, and on the management of
minor eye conditionslike- conjunctivitis, superficial corneal foreign body removal
and referral of major blinding conditionsto the Ganta Hospital Eye Clinic.



