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Sept. 1-Day retreat at Camp 
Don Lee 

Sept. 5– Covered dish 
supper for all music 
programs @ 6 

Sept. 6-Administrative 
Council @ 7 

Sept. 9-Rings of Fellowship 
for Middle and HS 
youth @ 9:45 & 5:30 

Sept. 9-Transformation 
Team @ 4 

Sept.10-Disciple 1 & 2 @ 7 

Sept.13—Finance 
Committee meeting @ 7 

Sept. 15-Friends & Family 
Breakfast @ 7:30 am 

Sept. 15-Spaghetti Dinner & 
Movie @ 6:30 pm 

Sept 16-Soup & Sandwiches 
@ 12 

Sept.17-Disciple 1 & 2 @ 7 

Sept. 18-Court of Honor @ 
6:30 

Sept. 20—UMW/UMM @7 
Sept. 21—Newsletter 

deadline 

Sept. 23-Transfor-mation 
Team @ 4 

Sept.24-Disciple 1 & 2 @ 7 

Sept. 26-Oct. 7 Wayne 
County Fair Booth 

Sept. 30-Contemporary 
Worship @ Fairgrounds 
@ 9:30 am 

Sept. 30-Fifth Sunday Sing 
& Covered Dish Lunch 

Sept. 30-Praise service @7 

September 
Memory 

Verse 
 

 But be doers 
of the word, 
and not merely 
hearers who 
deceive 
themselves. 

-James 1:22 

2007 

 

New Bible Studies  
To Begin! 

 
Three new studies based on the DIS-

CIPLE Family of Products, will begin 
this fall. The sessions will be held on 
Monday evenings, beginning Sept. 10th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Disciple I program, lead by Ed 

Porter, is designed to develop 
strong local churches through the in-
depth study of Scripture. Through DIS-
CIPLE, persons are strengthened in their 
faith and guided into service and minis-
try. Strong, biblically nourished leader-
ship will help our church grow in vitality 
and Christian discipleship.  

 
 
 
 
 
The DISCIPLE II is subtitled: 

Into the Word—Into the World. 
This study, for those who have 
completed Disciple I, encourages 
persons to open themselves to 
hearing what God has to say to 
them through the Bible and to be 
guided into service in the world 
by Scripture and their study of it. 

This thirty-two-week study se-
lects specific portions of Scripture 
and delves deeper into them.  Dis-
ciple II will be lead by Pastor 
Martin Armstrong. 

The third study will use the 
new edition of Rings of Fellow-
ship, a program designed for local 
church youth middle school 
through high 
school.  Patterned 
after DICSIPLE 
Bib le  Study, 
Rings is enhanced 
by a creative and 
hilarious new 
DVD by General 
Evangelist Andy 
Lambert and supported by youth 
skits and personal testimonies. 
This study will be held during the 
Sunday school time as well as 
during UMF on Sunday evenings. 
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Dear  Church 
Family  — 
 
What music we 
have! Did you 
hear and watch 
the Dynamic Duo 
of Jessica and 

Randy when they rang together that 
Sunday? Yes, indeed, I felt “nearer to 
God” on that morning. 

Pastor Martin loves to talk with the 
children—and it appears everyone 
enjoys his talks. One morning it was all 
about attitude. You have to fix the 
attitude before you can fix the 
problem. 

And all that stuff about stuff. Now, 
one of my kind is known for packing in 
stuff; and some humans seem to have 
so much stuff they have to store it 
away. But, stuff distracts us from doing 
things we should be doing. Guess 
that’s why humans have Yard Sales. 

One week we tried to see a sign far 
across the room. Then Pastor Martin 
talked about spiritual vision—faith in 
the future. God is down the road ahead 
of us. He’s watching … from a 
distance. 

God helps us make good decisions. 
The children learned about two 
brothers and their decisions and then 
the grownups learned about choices in 
a Christian life. A Christian life is a 
long stretch of time and Pastor Martin 
says it requires some things.  Sounded 
like N dure ance and Purr sir ver 
ance—maybe there are twins! But our 
choices are made based on our 
relationship with God. Choose to run 
the race, not sprint through it. 

And the church is making some 
choices now. One is about bringing 
children to know God through Upward. 
I need to learn more about kicking that 
big round thing around — I might need 
to store my stuff someplace other than 
in the back field! 

   —-I’ll see ya’ in church Sunday.  
A. Churchmouse 

 
United Methodist Men 

 
The UMM will resume the 3rd 

Saturday Family & Friends 
Breakfasts on August 15th. 
Donations are accepted; however, 
we invite all to join in the 
fellowship of getting to know our 
neighbors. 

And just around the corner is the 
Wayne County Agricultural Fair. 
New Hope sponsors a food booth 
that requires many volunteers. 
Counter workers, cooks, dish 
washers, stockers, and shoppers. 
This is an entire church endeavor—
as well as being the major fund 
raiser of the year. Please sign up 
for one or more of the time slots. 
No experience necessary 

—Mike Acree, President 
 
United Methodist 

Women 

 
The July 26th meeting of the 

New Hope UMC included a brief 
business meeting and the election 
of officers. 

Pres.: Jane Fields 
V.Pres.: Peggy Gerkin 
Sec.: Phyllis Brunson 
Treas.:  Iris Cox 
Plans are continuing for the fall 

Bazaar to be held November 3rd. 
Church afghans are still available 

for $50. These souvenirs picture 
the church building over the 50 
years of New Hope and are 
72”x54”. They can also become a 
wall hanging. Note paper is also 
available for purchase in the church 
office. 

—Jane Fields, President 
 

Age Level & Family 
Ministries 

 
Planning for the Upward Ministry 

continues. What is it? 
Upward is an evangelistic sports 

ministry specifically designed for 
kindergarten through sixth grade boys 
and girls that promotes salvation, 
character, and self-esteem in every 
child. Upward provides opportunities 
for all believers, no matter what 
d e n o m i n a t i o n ,  t o  b e c o m e 
meaningfully involved in the 
ministries of your church. They will 
have the opportunity to pray for your 
program, coach a team, referee a 
game, share a devotion, and develop 
relationships in order to open avenues 
of ministry to the people of your 
community who will participate in 
your program.  

 
-Gina Harr & Becky Davis, 

Coordinators 
 

UMYF 
 

YMYF will resume meetings at 5:30 
on Sunday evening beginning 
September 9th. The study will be 
Rings of Fellowship, a curriculum 
based on the same principals of the 
DISCIPLE Bible Study. 

RINGS stands for Responsibility, 
Invitation, Neighbors, God and 
Service and teaches the Biblical 
themes of love for God and love for 
neighbors.  

—Joe & Mandee Wade, 
 Youth Sponsors    

Church 
Teams 

New Hope United Methodist Church—Growing, Loving, Serving, Sending 
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Among the angels there is one 
who serves as the midwife of souls. 
This is Lailah, the Angel of Con-
ception.  When the time has come 
for a man and his wife to conceive 
a child, God directs Lailah to seek 
out a certain soul hidden in the Gar-
den of Eden, and command it to 
enter a drop of semen.  At first the 
soul refuses, for it still remembers 
the pain of being born, and it pre-
fers to remain pure.  But Lailah 
compels the soul to obey, and that 
is when God decrees what the fate 
of that sperm will be, whether male 
or female, strong or weak, rich or 
poor, and so on.  Then the angel 
turns around and places the soul in 
the womb of the mother.  While the 
infant grows in the womb, Lailah 
places a lighted candle at the head 
of the unborn infant, so he can see 
from one end of the world to the 
other, as it is said, “His lamp shone 
above my head, and by His light I 
walked through darkness”  (Job 
29:3).  For nine months Lailah 
watches over the unborn infant, 
teaching him the entire Torah as 
well as the history of his soul.  Dur-
ing this time, the evil inclination 
has no power over him.  And be-
fore he is born, he is given an oath 
to keep his soul pure, lest God take 
it back from him.  Then Lailah 
leads the child into the Garden of 
Eden, and shows him the righteous 
ones with crowns on their heads.  
So too does Lailah lead the child to 
the netherworld and show him the 
punishments of Gehenna.  But 
when the time has come to be born, 
the angel extinguishes the lamp, 
and brings forth the child into the 

world.  The instant the child 
emerges, Lailah lightly strikes 
the newborn above the lip, 
causing it to cry out.  And at 
that instant the infant forgets 
all it has learned.  That is the 
origin of the mark on the upper 
lip, which everyone bears.   

So what does this Jewish 
story have to do with Christian 
infant baptism?  
The Book of Dis-
cipline states that 
“children are under 
the atonement of 
Christ and as heirs 
of the Kingdom of 
God are acceptable subjects for 
Christian Baptism.  Children 
of believing parents through 
the sacrament Baptism become 
the special responsibility of the 
Church.  They should be nur-
tured and led to personal ac-
ceptance of Christ, and by pro-
fession of faith confirm their 
Baptism.”  (BOD Article VI-
The Sacraments pg. 68)  The 
child must be taught about the 
love of Jesus Christ.  He must 
know that he is accepted by 
God because of what God has 
already done for him through 
His son, Jesus Christ.  We all 
bear the mark of Lailah.  And 
every time we look at our son, 
it will serve as a visible re-
minder that God as entrusted 
us with His most prized pos-
session, His creation.  It will 
serve as a reminder that we are 
to instruct this child as God 
has commanded.   

Why do we choose to bap-
tize our son as an infant?  Sim-
ply this: who are we to deny 
this child God’s grace?  By 
baptizing our child, we are 

promising God to raise this 
child according to His will.  
By baptizing our child, we will 
remember our own baptism, 
which means we will “recall 
and reclaim the meaning of 
baptism and the divine grace 
that continues at work in our 
own lives.”  By baptizing our 
child, the church remembers 

their baptism and 
promise to help us and 
hold us accountable to 
God’s will, to ensure 
we are raising our 
child in the Christian 
faith.  Then at the ap-

propriate time, our child will 
be able to confirm what he has 
been taught and accept his 
baptism and choose to live his 
life as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ.  (BOD ¶217, 221, 226)    

Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
day that we have our baby 
baptized, we are promising 
you that we will do everything 
in our power to ensure our 
child knows and loves you.  
When we need help, we prom-
ise to ask those that have been 
there to help us.  We know that 
raising this child will take 
strong effort on our part, but 
we also realize that we have 
the Body of Christ, the church, 
to help us.  Through the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, we 
know You will not let us fail.   
We also know that You have 
already claimed our child as 
Yours and one day our little 
baby will choose on his own to 
be Your child and live the life 
You have created him to live.  
Lord, we promise that Ethan 
Samuel will be secured in 
Your love.     

Baptism Vow 
By 

Jessica Dearth 

“The child must be 
taught about the love of 

Jesus Christ.” 
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*Sunday 
Schedule 

 
 8:45  First Hope 
 9:30  Fellowship 
 9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Worship 
  4:00  2nd & 4th  
      Transformation 

Team 
 5:00 Hand bells 
 5:30-7 UMYF (Rings 

of Fellowship) 
6:00-7:00 Praise Team 

Rehearsal 
  7:00 Last Sunday 

Praise Service 

Additions to the 
calendar of events 
may be found in 
Sunday’s bulletin 
or posted on the 
church bulletin 
board. 

Remember 
your church in 

your will. 

September 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1111    
Day Retreat @ 
    Camp Don Lee 

*2*2*2*2    
Communion 

 
  Dearth Baptism 

3 
 
         Labor Day 
      Office Closed 

4 
 
 
7pm-Boy Scouts 

5 
6pm-Music Supper 
6:30pm-Girl Scouts 

6 
M.E.R.C.I Golf Tour-
nament @ Lane Tree 
7pm-Administrative 
                Council 

7 8 

*9 
Celebration of S. S. 
  Rings of Fellowship 
  (Middle-HS youth) 
4pm-Transformation 
          Team 

10 
 
6:30pm-Cub Scouts 
7pm-Disciple 1 & 2 

11 
 
 
7pm-Boy Scouts 

12 
 
6:30pm-Girl Scouts 
7pm-Choir practice 

13 
 
7pm-Finance Com-
mittee meeting 

14 15 
7:30am-Friends & 
Family Breakfast 
6:30pm-Spaghetti 
Dinner   & Movie 
(Venture Crew) 

*16 
12noon-Soup &  
   Sandwich Fund-
raiser   (Eagle Pro-
ject) 

17 
 
6:30pm-Cub Scouts 
7pm-Disciple 1 & 2 

18 
 
6:30pm-Court of 
Honor Troop & Crew 
           

19 
 
6:30pm-Girl Scouts 
7pm-Choir practice 
 

20 
 
 
7pm-UMW/UMM 

21 22 
4-7pm-Camp Song  
      Sing Along 
 St. Luke UMC-Sanford 

*23 
4pm-Transformation 
         Team 
 

24 
 
6:30-Cub Scouts 
7pm-Disciple 1 & 2 

25 
 
 
7pm-Boy Scouts 

26Fair Booth 
starts  

6:30pm-Girl Scouts 
7pm-Choir practice 

27 
Fair 

28 
Fair 

29 
Fair 

   Fair      
*30   
9:30  -Contemporary 
Worship at Fair-
grounds 
 

30 cont. 
 

11am Worship &  
      Luncheon @ 
church  
7pm-Praise Service 
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Friends and Family 
Breakfast 

 

During September the United 
Methodist Men will resume the 
popular outreach ministry, Friends 
& Family Breakfast. 

On Saturday, Sept.  15th, 
beginning at 7:30 members, visitors, 
neighbors, drop-ins, are welcome to 
share the morning meal. 

The buffet includes eggs, grits, 
pancakes, bacon, grilled sausage, 
sausage links, toast, and beverages. 
Donations will be accepted to 
further the missions work of the 
UMM. 

Hours of serving will be expanded 
from 7:30—10. So, early birds as 
well as late sleepers will find 
breakfast waiting. So, circle your 
calendar, invite your neighbor, and 
join the crowd at New Hope on 
Saturday, September 15th, for 
Friends, Family, and Fellowship 
Breakfast! 

Community  

Outreach 
 

There’s a soccer ball on the 
altar table. 

There are Scouts eager to en-
gage in new service. 

There are children in the com-
munity looking for something to 
do after school and on weekends. 

Solution:  Upward Soccer 
Where: New Hope United 

Methodist Church 
When: Possibly by February 
Why: Outreach to children in 

Kindergarten through fifth grade 
The special rules for Upward 

Soccer exist to recognize that 
Every Child Is A Winner by pro-
moting the following: 

•Character: To help every child 
grow - spiritually, physically, 
mentally, and socially 

•Self-esteem: To help every 
child grow in their under-
standing and enjoyment of 
sports 

 
http://www.upward.org/

info.aspx?idm=1034&id=1038 
 
Watch for details as they are 

determined—and become a part 
of this initiative to reach people 
and spread the word of God. 

Trophy Home 
 

The New Hope softball 
team faced a challenging 
year—and championship 
tournament. 

And they brought home 
the Softball League Tro-
phy. 

Many thanks to those 
who gave their sweat and 
bruises to the cause. And 
thanks to the supporters 
who cheered the team to 
victory. 

Scouting Program 
 

New Hope Scout Troop 8 rec-
ognized another Eagle Scout at 
the Court of Honor for Lance Jay 
Offield. Over the years the Troop 
has recognized over 30 young 
men who have reached this high 
rank in Scouting. Our congratula-
tions to Lance and his parents, 
Doris and Dewey! 

On Saturday, September 15th, 
the Troop 8 Venture Crew will 
sponsor a spaghetti dinner and 
movie as their fund raiser. Tickets 
are now on sale.  Dinner will be at 
6:30. 

Pack 8 and Troop 8 are also in 
the midst of their popcorn sale. 
This fund raiser helps support 
camping—for the council as well 
as for the individual scouts in the 
troop. And, what a wonderful 
item to purchase to place in the 
box for troops overseas! 

The Scouts are planning to help 
with the Fair Booth this month. 
Service.  That’s the word of the 
month. 

Financial Report 
 
Amount pledged to date: 

$109,512 
Amount given to date: 

$60,059 
 
Result: we are behind in our esti-
mate of giving by over $49,000  
 
Remember: God doesn’t take a 
vacation 



News of New Hope  
 

The News of New Hope is 
published by New Hope 
United Methodist Church for 
members, visitors, and others 
interested in the activities and 
mission of the church. For 
submissions of articles, 
announcements, or interviews, 
y o u  m a y  e m a i l 
nhumc2@bellsouth.net or drop 
them by the church office. 

 
Church: (919) 778-1124 
Parsonage:  
 (919) 778-3801 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
NewHopeNC/ 
 
District Web Site:  
http://goldsborodistrictumc.org 
    

 

Prayer for Healing 
 

† Aline Lavin 
† Alma Andrews  
† Audrey Smith 
† Barbara Gardner 
† Bob Jennette 
† Brandon Vinson 
† Bruce 

Arensmeyer 
† Carol Fisher 
† Dee Meadows 
† Doc Crumbly 
† Ethel Boyette 
† Jane Shuey 
† Jason Lewis 
† Joe Turner 
† June Scott 
† Keith Reed   
† Lanier 

Smallwood 
† LaDell Smothers 
† Linda Cox’s 

father & husband 
† Lois Capps 
† Lynny Coltrane 
† Maggie Gwatney 
† Mary Collins 
† Pam Padgett 

Floyd 
† Preddy Yates 
† Rob Withey  
† Sam Day 
† Sue Wallace 
† Tammy Bradish 
† Will Davies 

Prayer for Bereavement  
 

† Samantha Davis & Family  
† Brittney Hall & Family 
† Family of Jody Raynor 
† Family of Ireland Murphy 
† Family of Jeffrey Watson 
 
Prayer for Thanksgiving 

 

† For Leaders & Students of 
Disciple 1 & 2 Bible Study 

† Our church family 
† Our Pastor & His Family 
† Our Youth at New Hope  
† Amber Rewis & Eric West 
† Christian friends 

 

Prayer for Intercessions 
 
† Members of our armed 

forces 
† The Upward program 
† New Hope Community 

Missions, especially the Fair 
Booth 

† The Jeyaseeian/McIntyre 
Family 

† Diana Martinez 
† Mike Helsabeck 
† Chris Godwin 
† Josh Moore 
† Louisburg College 
† Lisa Simmons 
† Our sister church in 

Pascagoula, MS 
† Mike Helsabeck 

 
A Note From the Keys 

 
Join us!  
The Music Ministry will have a 

cover dish meal on Wednesday evening, 
September 5th. Join us at the parsonage 
to learn more about ways to spread the 
word through music. 

Chancellor Choir, Ringers of New 
Hope, and the Praise Team are three 
ministries for adults. We welcome 
newcomers at any time! 

In  Christ, 
- Hope Hicks,  

Director of Music Ministries 

Remember your church in 

your will. 

Verso de la memoria de septiembre  
 

Sed hacedores de la palabra y no solamente oidores que 
se engañan a sí mismos.  

-Santiago 1:22 
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Celebrate 

Birthdays 
 

9/6 Dawn Tackett 
9/6 Trey Kester 
9/6 Will Kester 
9/7 DJ Abrahamson 
9/10 Jackie Sutton 
9/10 Jack Sutton 
9/11 Bill Britt 
9/13 Mike Morawski 
9/14 Martin Armstrong 
9/15 Iris Cox 
9/15 David Merritt 
9/17 Al Smith 
9/19 Edna Small 
9/21 John Ferguson 
9/22 Randy Marshall 
9/23 Gayle Potter 
9/26 Aline Lavin 
9/29 Carla Bedford 

 
 

9/8 Lynn & Bill Collins 
9/10 Carol & Glenn Coltrane 
9/30 Nancy & John McNeill 
 
 

prayer, helping others through 
missions, tithing, or sharing our 
faith in some way?  Or do we “act 
like adults” and stand back and 
think about the gift we have been 
given, analyze it, and plan 
possible ways to use it someday 
when we have more time or more 
resources?  Do we think very 
carefully about what others might 
say about how we use our gift?  
Working with children and 
teaching adults about caring for 
children for more years that I am 
going to admit to in print has 
taught me this - that to know the 
full joy of a gift that we are given, 
means we must receive it like a 
child - go ahead and just jump in 
with both feet, immerse yourself 
in the gift using all your senses 
and enjoy the gift to the fullest.  If 
we do this with the wonderful gift 
God has given us, the gift of a 
relationship with Him, then we 
can truly live in the kingdom of 
God here on earth! 
 

— Eleanor Armstrong, 
Guest Muser  for September 

 

 

receive gifts without feeling as 
if they have to earn or deserve 
them and without worrying 
about how to pay back the 
giver, so they won’t feel 
obligated.  The just accept a 
gift joyfully, enjoy it and are 
grateful. 
 
 When children receive a gift 
the first thing they do with it is 
to explore it using all of their 
senses, find out how it works, 
what it will do, and how they 
can use it.  They put their 
whole selves into enjoying the 
gift and they certainly do not 
worry about what others may 
think of the way they use the 
gift.  Children who receive a 
gift want to learn all that they 
can about that gift and if you 
study child development, you 
will learn that children learn by 
doing.  They jump right in and 
try out the gift!  Are we as 
adults “trying out” the gift of 
the kingdom of God?  Do we 
jump in and try Bible study, 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

Items for sale 
 
Afghan: 72”x54”: $50 
Note cards:  $5 / pack 
History of New Hope book: $8 
Ribbon magnets: 2 for $5 



 

 

 

 

 
The Faith of a Child 

 
Mark 10:15 was our memory verse for the month of August.  It says, “Truly I tell you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.”  (NRSV)  I have heard this verse all my 
life, as I’m sure most Christians have.  I’ve heard pastors talk about it in their sermons and suggest that 
this means that we must have a simple, child-like faith to be able to become a Christian and grow in our 
relationship with God.  While I can certainly understand their thinking - we do need to have an abiding 
trust in God the Father, just as a child trusts that their parents will take care of them and keep them from 
harm - but I believe there is much more to this verse than simply suggesting we trust God with a child-like 
mindset.  
 
According to the Harper Collins Study version of the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, the 
phrase “the kingdom of God” is not just talking about salvation or going to heaven, but rather it is defined 
as “God’s sovereign power or active reign.”  In other words, to live a life guided and controlled by the 
power of God.  This definition makes this verse come alive to me.  We are given the gift of being able to 
live our lives in God’s power!  The question then for adults is how do we receive this gift?  Children 

(Continued on page 7 Column 2)  
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Wanted: 
Fair Booth Workers 
No Experience Necessary 
Sign up in Narthex 


