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May 3-Administrative 
Council @ 7  

May 7—Disciple I 
Bible Study @ 7pm 

May 6—Open Arms 
Bible Study @ 10:30 

May 13—Open Arms 
Bible Study @ 10:30 

May. 15-50th 
Anniversay 
Committee meeting 
@ 7 

May 13-

Transformation 
Team @ 4 

May 14—Disciple I 
Bible Study @ 7pm 

May 17-UMW & 
UMM @ 7  

May 20—Open Arms 
Bible Study @ 10:30 

May 19-Friends & 
Family Breakfast 
7:30-10 am 

May 21—Disciple I 
Bible Study @ 7pm 

May 27—Open Arms 
Bible Study @ 10:30 

May 20—Newsletter 
deadline 

May 27-

Transformation 
Team @ 4 

May 28—Disciple I 
Bible Study @ 7pm 

—————– 

June 3, 2007—50th 
Anniversary 
Celebration for 
New Hope UMC 50th Anniversary 

June 3, 2007 

May 
Memory 

Verse 
 
12This is my 
commandment, 
That ye love one 
another, as I have 
loved you.  
13Greater love 
hath no man than 
this, that a man 
lay down his life 
for his friends. 

John 15:12-13 

Support 

VBS— 

prairie 

dogs 

$5 

The church is celebrating a birthday! 
Break out the balloons and candles! 
This season of the church year is Pente-

cost, the great festival that marks the birth 
of the Christian church by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Pentecost means "fiftieth day" 

and is celebrated fifty days after Easter. 

WHAT HAPPENED ON PENTECOST? 

Ten days after Jesus ascended into 
heaven, the twelve apostles, Jesus' mother 
and family, and many other of His disci-
ples gathered together in Jerusalem for the 
Jewish harvest festival that was celebrated 
on the fiftieth day of Passover. While they 
were indoors praying, a sound like that of a 
rushing wind filled the house and tongues 

of fire descended and rested over each of 
their heads. This was the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on human flesh promised 
by God through the prophet Joel (Joel 
2:28-29). 
The disciples were suddenly empow-

ered to proclaim the gospel of the risen 
Christ. They went out into the streets of 
Jerusalem and began preaching to the 
crowds gathered for the festival. Not 
only did the disciples preach with bold-
ness and vigor, but by a miracle of the 
Holy Spirit they spoke in the native lan-
guages of the people present, many who 
had come from all corners of the Roman 
Empire. This created a sensation. The 
apostle Peter seized the moment and ad-
dressed the crowd, preaching to them 
about Jesus' death and resurrection for 
the forgiveness of sins. The result was 
that about three thousand converts were 
baptized that day. (You can read the Bib-
lical account of Pentecost in Acts 2:1-

41). 

Read Martin’s Musings (page 8) for 
more on this special season. 

The Birthday 
of the  
Church  

 May  2007 
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Join us on June 3, 2007 for our 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Bishop Gwinn will bring the morning message. 
Communion will be served. 
Service will begin at 10:30 

Church dinner following the worship service. 

UMM 
 
Ball—Breakfast—Barbeque 
That’s it for the news of the 

UMM.  
Ball: Softball practice is each 

Sunday at 2 at the Eastern Wayne 
Middle School field. See the 
summer schedule on page 3. 

Breakfast: Third Saturday each 
month the Friends and Family 
Breakfast is available from 7-9. 

Barbeque: The Barbeque 
Chicken Dinner is May 11th. We’ll 
need some drivers to deliver orders, 
especially between 11:30 and 
12:30. Kitchen workers are always 
welcome. 

 -Mike Acree, President 

  

UMW 
 

Attendance at the UMW 
meetings has been good. The 50th 
Anniversary afghan was displayed 
at the last meeting and one is 
hanging in the Fellowship Hall. 

The program in April featured 
the call for Prayer and Self Denial. 

The date for the Fall Bazaar has 
been set for November 3rd. 

- Jane Fields, President 
  

Trustees 
 

At last some good news. We 
have our new insulated windows 
and blinds installed in the Boyette 
Building. We have completed the 
sheltered walkway project except 
for the cool sealing. So, things are 
looking up, thanks to everyone who 
contributed their time, talents, and 
gifts. 

Maintaining the properties is 
part of our stewardship, so keep on 
praying and giving to the Capital 

Improvements Fund. 
Next on the schedule is the 

Spring Chicken Dinner, May 11th.  
Let me say again how much I 

appreciate the help and support of 
all of you. We also want to thank 
our minister, Martin, for being here 
with us on so many projects 
lending his support. 

May God Bless All, 
-Dan Cox, Chair 

 

Age Level & Family 

Ministries 
 

“Welcome to Avalanche Ranch: A 
wild ride through God’s word!” 

 That’s the theme for the 
Vacation Bible School this 
summer. The prairie is set up in the 
narthex and is beginning to show 
signs of life as prairie dogs are 
popping up. You can help populate 
the prairie ranch by donating $5 
for a critter! 
 

-Gina Harr & Becky Davis, 
Coordinators 

 

Worship Team 
 

Thank you to a l l  who 
participated in Holy Week 
services.  

-Janie Woodard, Chair 

Finance Team 

 

The date for the next church 
fundraiser has been set. The 
Chicken Dinner will be May 11th. 
Donations of food, money, and time 
are welcome! 

 
 

 

 
 

The questions are being asked. 
Answers are being assembled. 
Conversations are beginning! 
This is your opportunity to talk 

with the team members. What do 
you consider the strengths of New 
Hope UMC? 
What do you consider the 

opportunities for NHUMC? 
You haven’t been asked yet? Jot 

down your thoughts and leave them 
in the secretary’s mail box on the 
office door. Or see one of the Team 
members. Begin the conversation. 
Members of the Transformation 

Team include Cyndi, Acree, Mike 
Acree, Doug Davis, Jane Fields, 
Gina Harr, Jim Harr, Diane Kester, 
Rebecca Lancaster, Doris Offield, 
Dewey Offield, Dawn Potter, Tom 
Potter, Joe Wade, Mandee Wade, 
and Pastor Martin Armstrong. 

Church 

Teams 

New Hope United Methodist Church—Growing, Loving, Serving, Sending 

HOLY CONVE
RSATIONS

 

AT NEW HOP
E UMC 
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Softball Season 
 
Each Sunday afternoon at 2, you can 

find the enthusiastic players hard at 
practice for the softball season. Coach 
Jim Harr has been working hard on 
fielding and batting strategies and 
skills. 
Games are played on the ball field at 

Trinity Baptist Church of Hwy 111 
South. You can turn before the church 
and drive around to the field, or pull 
into the parking lot off 111. Bleacher 
seats are limited, so bring your lawn 

c h a i r s ,  i n s e c t 
repellant,  sun screen, 
and water bottles. 

 May Schedule 

Date Game 

5/1/ Love Memorial 

5/10 * New Life 

5/17 Wesleyan 

5/24 * Trinity 

5/31 Faith 

7/16-20 Playoffs 

7/21 Championship 

TBA TBA 

 What are you Eating? 
By Jessica Dearth 

 
On a daily basis how much junk food 

do you eat?  What kind of food do you 
consume?  Chances are you eat more 
junk food than healthy food and you con-
sume more calories than are recom-
mended. You live in a world that is so 
concerned with how you look. To be ac-
cepted in society means you have to be 
thin and beautiful or strong and hand-
some. Your mind is being conditioned to 
think what the world wants you to think 
and not what you know is true. Your 
mind is filled with dangerous thoughts 
that can and will kill you. You must eat a 
healthy diet if you want your body to 
look and feel good. But in a world of 
convenience, this is much easier said 
than done.  

For some reason you find it more of a 
convenience to turn your vehicle into a res-
taurant on the way home to get a quick bite 
instead of going home and preparing a meal. 
You pour empty calories into yourself, not 
the recommended daily intake of the basic 
food groups needed to be healthy. The easy 
route is to grab something for your family 
and take it home and eat it out of the box. It 
is second nature for you to go out to eat or to 
go through a drive-thru. If you think that 
what you consume will not have an effect on 
you, you are mistaken. Your arteries are 
clogged, you exercise less, you are becoming 
heavier, and you are more depressed. You do 
not realize it but you are not happy. You look 
in the mirror and you do not recognize the 
person staring back. How do you save your-
selves from this dismal abyss?  You save 
yourself by starting to eat healthy. 

In the Wayne County phone book there 
are 144 listed restaurants and 278 listed 
churches. It would seem by those numbers 
alone that churches are more convenient than 
our local restaurants. But on any given day 
you can drive down the road and see that too 
many people are waiting in line to be served 
and yet our churches are empty. Why isn’t 
there a waiting line to get to church?  It is not 
because church is not convenient; there are 
more than double the amount of churches in 
Wayne County than there are restaurants. So 
what is it then?  Is it the time?  Is it the loca-
tion?  Is it that people don’t like what is be-
ing served there?  People do not realize that 

when they go to church they are being filled with the sustenance that they need 
for a healthy life. They think they can go through the day satisfying their appetite 
with whatever they can put in their mouth. They think that what they are giving 
themselves will sustain them, but unfortunately, like those empty calories, they 
keep getting hungry. They do not realize that nothing can fill their extreme hun-
ger pangs like the Word of God. When you do not eat the Word your body breaks 
down. You are starving yourself of vital nutrition and the consequence is dying a 
slow and agonizing death. You need to rejuvenate yourself. You need to be alive. 
But the only way to be alive and active is to prepare the right type of meal. Will 
you take time to prepare yourself to be filled and satisfied by His Word? 

I urge you to come to church hungry so you can fill yourself up on the 
Word of God. That is the only thing that can really nourish you and make 
you healthy. It does not matter how thin or heavy you are, if you are short 
or tall, blonde, brunette or a little gray, old or young, or male or female. 
What matters is what you feed yourself. Are you going to continue to feed 
yourself empty calories that have no nutritional value whatsoever or will 
you take the time to prepare a balanced meal from the Word of God?   It 
is only when we consume the Word of God and allow it to nourish us that 
we become strong and able. It is then that we become healthy and beauti-
ful.  
 
“Taste and see that the Lord is good.”  Psalm 34:8 
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*Sunday 
Schedule 

 
 8:45  First Hope 

 9:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

 9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

  4:00  2nd & 4th  

      Transformation 
Team 

 5:00  Handbells 

 5:30-7 UMYF 

 
 

Additions to the 
calendar of events 
may be found in 
Sunday’s bulletin or 
posted on the church 
bulletin board. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

 

Softball game 

2 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

3 

 

Administrative 

Council 7:00 pm 

4 

 

5 

6* 

 

7 

 

 

Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:0 

8 

 

 

 

Troop 8  7 pm   

9 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm 

10 

 

 

 

Softball game 

11 

Open Arms Bible 

Study 10:30 am 

Chicken Dinner 

12  

 

 

13*   

Transformation 

Team @ 4 

 

 

14 

 

 

Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:00 

15 

50th Anniversary 

Planning @7  

 

 

16 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm   

17 

 

 

Softball game 

UMM /UMM 7 pm 

18 

Open Arms Bible 

Study 10:30 am  

19 

 

Friends and 

Family Fellowship 

Breakfast 7:30-10 

20 *  

Newsletter 

Deadline 

 

21 

  

 

Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:00 

22 

 

 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

23 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

24 

 

 

Softball game 

25 

Open Arms Bible 

Study 10:30 am 

26  

 

27*   

Pentecost 

Transformation 

Team @ 4 

28 

 Memorial Day 

Observation 

Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:00 

29 

 

 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

30 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

 

31 Memorial Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2007 

2007-50th Anniversary Celebration to 
conclude with Homecoming Events on 
June 3rd. 

Remember your 
church in your 
will. 
Planned Giving 
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* Minutes and treasurer reports were accepted. 

* Transformation Team update given by Tom Potter. Holy 

conversations are expanding to include members of the 
congregation. One discussion is on what people perceive 
as strengths of New Hope. 
� New initiatives include the monthly breakfast and the 
Adopt-a-highway project with the Scouts. 

* Trustees: Dan Cox 

� Line from restroom to sewer connector needs to be 
installed 

� Workday Saturday, April 14th  
� Window blinds to be installed on the 14th 

*  Finance: Team reviewed the pledges received and will 

be contacting others about their commitment. 

* Altar Guild: Eugenia Brooks 

� Lilies were ordered for Easter.  

* Scouting program: Doris Offield submitted a written 

report on the April 22 safety training for the highway 
clean up project. 

* UMW: Iris Cox 

� Afghan sample is hanging in the fellowship hall. 
Orders are being taken for purchase at $50. 

* Staff Parish Relations Team—Jim Lynch 

� The Personnel Policies document was presented and 
approved. 

* Education Team: Eleanor Armstrong 

� Spiritual Gifts study continuing 
� Quarterly Sunday School literature will be ordered 
soon. 

* Pastor’s Report—Martin Armstrong 

� Thank you to all who assisted in the worship services 
during Holy Week. 

� Church has been approached about hosting a 1/2 day 
pre-school program for 2-4 year olds. 

� Upward Sports Ministries was discussed and will be 
explored further. 

* Next Administrative Council meeting: May 3rd . 

Visitors are always welcome to attend the meetings. 

Highlights from the April Administrative Council 

UMW & UMM 
 

The work of the United 
Methodist Women and the 
United Methodist Men has 
been an integral part of the 
history of New Hope UMC. 

The Fall Bazaar is a major 
event for the UMW (formerly 
called the Christmas Bazaar). 
Funds raised go toward 
various missions projects. The 
group has also contributed to 
the purchase of window blinds 
when new windows were 
installed. 

The United Methodist 
Men are sponsors of the 
Wayne County Fair Booth, a 
major fund raiser for the 
church. Other projects include 
yard maintenance, fix-it 
projects, and, more recently, 
the monthly  Friends and 
Family Breakfast.  

 

Has it really been thirty years? 
 

Coming soon:   The history of New Hope United Methodist Church: 1956-2007 



Dear Church Family  — 
 
   A musical month this has been. Choir, bells, 
youth choir, organ, piano, hearts singing—all 
make New Hope just a wonderful place to be!  
And we learned about breathing...If we hold it in, 
nothing comes of it; we have to let it out— let 

God’s breath out to make a difference. It’s part of God’s plan, Pastor 
Martin says. “Receive from Him and take it out to others.” Are you still 
holding your breath? 

Did you see the fishing trip? Pastor Martin took the children on a 
fishing trip while he talked about sitting around and waiting. Waiting to 
hear God’s message. And he said that while reading the Bible, he 
realized that something special was going to happen when people had a 
meal with Jesus. Wonder if there is any connection with the Methodists’ 
love of sharing meals?                            —-I’ll see ya’ in church Sunday.  

A. Churchmouse 

News of New Hope  
 
The News of New Hope is 

published by New Hope 
United Methodist Church for 
members, visitors, and others 
interested in the activities and 
mission of the church. For 
submissions of articles, 
announcements, or interviews, 
y o u  m a y  e m a i l 
nhumc2@bellsouth.net or drop 
them by the church office. 

 

Church: (919) 778-1124 
Parsonage:  
 (919) 778-3801 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
NewHopeNC/ 

 
District Web Site:  
http://goldsborodistrictumc.org 

 

 

Prayer for Healing 
 

† Aline Lavin 
† Alma Andrews   
† Barbara Gardner 
† Carol Fisher 
† Dee Meadows 
† Doug Corbett 
† Ethel Boyette 
† Greg Forrester 
† Jessie Stone 
† Joann Coker 
† Josephine Sutton 
† Keith Reed   
† LaDell Smothers 
† Laura Taylor 
† Lois Capps 
† Maggie Gwatney  
† Rad Means 
† Ralph Armstrong 
† Rob Withey  
† Robbins family 
† Ruth Spence 
† Shirley Eiland 
† Stephen Balevic 
† Sue Wallace 
† Will Davies 

 

Prayer for Bereavement  
 
† Family of Kay Lee Pollock 
† Family of Carolyn Parrish 
† Mr. & Mrs. Tom Beddard & 

family 
 

 
Prayer for Thanksgiving 

 
† Our church family at New Hope 
† Our Pastor & His Family 
† Our Youth at New Hope  
† Christian friends 

 

Prayer for Intercessions 
 

† Roger & Carla Bedford 
† Members of our armed forces 
† Ou r  s i s t e r  c h u r c h  i n 

Pascagoula, MS 

A Note From the Keys 
 

Fill the choir loft! That’s the goal 
for June 3rd. 

Former choir members are joining 
with the current choir to prepare special 
music for the 50th Anniversary service. 

If we missed anyone, we’ll save you 
a seat! 

In  Christ, 
- Hope Hicks,  

Director of Music Ministries 

Remember your church in 

your will. 
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Celebrate 

Birthdays 
 
5/7 Angelica Bowen 
5/8 Dawn Kester 
5/8 Deneen Marshall 
5/9 Renate Brasington 
5/11 Mark Fairchild 
5/12 Jessica Collins 
5/13 Margaret Wells 
5/14 Carol Coltrane 
5/14 Brenda Morawski 
5/19 Phyllis Brunson 
5/20 Cindy Lewis 
5/22 Shannon Porter 
5/25 Bryan Edmonds 
5/30 Lois Capps 
 

5/1 Eugenia & John Brooks 
5/8 Eleanor & Martin 

Armstrong 
5/9 Teri & John Lavin, Jr. 
5/21 Preddy & Mac Yates 
5/25 Doris & Dewey Offield 
5/18 Terry & Rob Hampton 
 

We our church! 

 
 
 
 
 

Car magnets on sale 
$3 each or 2 for $5 

Orange Bags on New Hope Road 
 

With Boy Scout Troop 8 we have adopted a two mile clean-
up of  New Hope Road. April 22 was the first month of the 
project. The Department of Transportation is responsible for 
the next step. Boys and adult have filled the bags and piled 
scraps awaiting pickup. In May, the UMM will lead the 
event. 

scriptures designated for that 
Sunday. Begin reading there 
now to experience the birthday 
of the Church and then 
continue to see how God used 
the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
the early Church leaders to 
make Christ real and to be in 
involved powerful and amazing 
ministries. 
 
I will then continue the 

discussion of the Holy Spirit 
and His real presence and 
ministry through us in coming 
Martin’s Musings. So please 
stay tuned. Remember that 
Acts can be read in 28 days by 
reading one chapter a day. 
Add that discipline to your daily 
quiet time with God, and see 
what develops. You will really 
be ready for Pentecost Sunday 
without a doubt. 

—Martin 

 

The mystery is unveiled 
in the book of Acts. Acts is 
actually the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit, but in many cases you 
see that book called the Acts 
of the Apostles. The truth is 
that the Apostles were 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit of Christ which made 
them ve ry  e f f ec t i ve 
evangelists. Also the Holy 
Spirit was able to manifest 
the Apostles’ spiritual gifts 
so that the young Church 
would grow spiritually under 
their leadership. 
 
I wish to encourage you 

to begin now to read Acts 
and set as a goal to have it 
read by the last Sunday of 
May which this year is 
Pentecost Sunday. The 
events of Acts 2 will be one 
of the New Testament 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

50th Anniversary 
June 3, 2007 



Special Sundays 
 
The Christian year is loaded with special Sundays. These Sundays mark important events in 

the life and mission of Jesus Christ and events in the life of the Church. Many of these special 
Sundays we spend a lot of time and effort celebrating and some we do not. I suppose that 
depends a lot on a local congregation’s traditions and the influence of any given denomination. 
Coming in May are the special Sundays of Mother’s Day and Pentecost. Mother’s Day is 
certainly dictated by culture, but Pentecost is solely a special event in the life of the Church. In 
fact it is the “Birthday of the Church”. 
 
For some reason, which I cannot determine, during the early formative years of my spiritual 

life I did not hear many specifics about the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It was not until much later, 
during my college years, that I became aware of the personal aspects of the Holy Spirit. It was 
news to me. Known to me mostly as the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Christ was truly a mystery to 
me in most ways. What I eventually learned was astounding when I finally got the whole story. 
 

(Continued on page 7 Column 2)  
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Chicken Dinner May 11 


