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June 3—50th 
Anniversary 
Celebration for 
New Hope UMC 

June 5—Softball 

June 10-Transfor-
mation Team @ 4 

June 13-16 Annual 
Conference—
Greenville 

June 14—UMW@7 
June 15-VBS 

Decorating Event 
@6:30 

June 16-Friends & 
Family Breakfast 
7:30-10 am 

June 17– Father’s Day 

June 18-22—Vacation 
Bible School: 
Avalanche Ranch: 
A Wild Ride 
Through God’s 
Word 

June 18-23– Summer 
Breakaway @ 
Louisburg College 

June 21—Softball 

June 24—Newsletter 
deadline 

June 24-Transfor-
mation Team @ 4 

June 28—Softball 

—————– 

July 5, 10—Softball 

July 16, 17, 19,20—
Softball playoffs 

June 
Memory 

Verse 
 
And we know 
that all things 
work together for 
good to them that 
love God, to 
them who are the 
called according 
to his purpose. 

 Romans 8:28 

New Hope United Methodist Church 
will hold a special day of celebration on 
Sunday, June 3rd. The 50th Anniversary 
Planning Committee has been meeting 
monthly to plan the events. 

Letters of invitation were sent to former 
pastors and district superintendents and 
several have indicated that they will be 
attending. 

Morning worship will be led by Pastor 
Martin Armstrong. Bishop Alfred Gwinn ,  
leader of the North Carolina Conference 
since 2004, will bring the morning mes-
sage. Together they will offer communion. 

Music for the morning worship will in-
clude the three octave hand bell choir and 
the New Hope Ringers, directed by Hope 
Hicks. The Chancel Choir will include cur-

rent and retired voices, with hopes of 
filling the choir loft. 

In true Methodist tradition, a meal 
will follow the service. Fried chicken, 
barbeque pork, and barbeque chicken 
will be furnished. Church members are 
asked to bring side dishes, casseroles, 
and/or dessert. 

During the morning and lunch times, 
a special video display will be available 
for viewing. Pictures of events, people, 
and special services will run continu-
ously through the lunch time. Table dis-
plays will include the notebooks of pho-
tographs and artifacts collected over the 
years. 

Special items are available for pur-
chase. The afghan includes three ver-
sions of the church building surrounding 
the circular stained glass window. These 
are on sale for $50.  

Note cards with envelopes are avail-
able with the pen and ink drawing of the 
church for only $3.50 a package. 

A 90 page history of the church, New 
Hope United Methodist Church: Our 

First Fifty Years, is available for $8. This 
volume includes photos as well as high-
lights through the years. 

Committee members include Barbara 
Chesson, Sue Coltrane, Iris Cox, Jane 
Fields, Gina Harr, Hope Hicks, Diane 
Kester, Dawn Potter, Elsie Turner, Man-
dee Wade, and Janie Woodard. 

Celebrating 50 years 

New Hope UMC 1957-2007 

Sunday, June 3 

June 2007 
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Join us on June 3, 2007 for our 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Bishop Gwinn will bring the morning message. 
Communion will be served. 
Service will begin at 11:00 

Church dinner following the worship service. 

UMM 
 
Thank you to all who have 

helped with the projects of UMM. 
The Friends and Family 

Breakfasts have been popular and 
will continue.  What better way to 
start the weekend than to come 
together on the third Saturday each 
month for breakfast. 

And, of course, many thanks to 
all the folks who helped with the 
Chicken Dinner. John Gray 
coordinated the committees. To 
identify all the workers would take 
up more space than allowed. 
Projects such as this bring the New 
Hope family together in fellowship 
and work. 

 -Mike Acree, President 

  

UMW 
 

UMW members have been 
involved in church-wide projects. 
Thanks to all for the efforts during 
the chicken dinner fund raiser. The 
profit was just over $5,000. 

- Jane Fields, President 
  

Trustees 
 

A50th anniversary is a good 
incentive for sprucing up the 
building and grounds. Thank you to 
all who have participated—time, 
talents, and gifts. 

May God Bless All, 
-Dan Cox, Chair 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Age Level & Family 
Ministries 

 
Wah-hoo! The VBS team will 

hold a decorating event on June 
15th to transform the Fellowship 
Hall  and classrooms into 
Avalanche Ranch. 

Prairie dogs are on sale a $5 
donation. Watch for other critters 
to appear. Cheddar will be back, 
too. 

Events include the stampede, a 
wild west theater, wild Bible 
adventures, horseplay games, 
cowpoke crafts & missions, and 
the ever popular chuck wagon. 
 

-Gina Harr & Becky Davis, 
Coordinators 

 

Finance Team 

 

The Capital Improvements 
fundraiser, aka BBQ Chicken 
Dinner, added $4,117.79 to the 
fund to maintain our buildings. 
Thanks to all who participated, 
especially John Gray for his 

Church 

Teams 
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leadership and Al Smith and Mac 
Yates for their salesmanship. 

 — Roger Lewis, chair 

 
 

 

 

The Transformation Team, 
composed of a cross section of our 
members and regular participants, 
met twice during May. 
You are encouraged to begin 

conversations, too. What do you 
consider the strengths of New 
Hope? Was there something that 
drew you into the congregation one 
Sunday? 
How about opportunities? What 

do you consider the opportunities—
people, programs, events, activities 
— for NHUMC? 
Members of the Transformation 

Team include Cyndi, Acree, Mike 
Acree, Doug Davis, Jane Fields, 
Gina Harr, Jim Harr, Diane Kester, 
Rebecca Lancaster, Doris Offield, 
Dewey Offield, Dawn Potter, Tom 
Potter, Joe Wade, Mandee Wade, 
and Pastor Martin Armstrong. 

Describe rather than evaluate: 

Describing leaves room to 

continue conversation. 

HOLY CONV
ERSATION

S 

AT NEW HOP
E UMC 
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Softball Season 
 
Even without a full team, the New 

Hope softball team is on a roll! 
See for yourself by attending the 

games. (Schedule printed to the right.) 
Games are played at Trinity Baptist 

Church off Hwy 111 South. Bleacher 
seats are limited, so bring your lawn 
chairs, insect repellant,  sun screen, 
and water bottles. 
Oh, yes, and bring your cheers and 

applause to help the team on to 
victory! 

 Schedule 

Date Game 

5/31 Faith 

6/5 Love Memorial 

6/21 New Life 

6/28 Wesleyan 

7/5 Trinity 

7/10 Faith 

7/16-20 Playoffs 

7/21 Championship 

  What God Is Saying 
 

By   
Jessica Dearth 

 
You don’t know me but you think you do 
I cry every morning when you wake and every night when you sleep 
Why does it always have to be about you? 
Why can’t it sometimes be about me? 
I have never hated you, I have never hurt you or done anything to you, but love you  
My child, I have never loved anyone more than I love you  
Please come to me.  My pain is so intense; will you do nothing to ease it? 
I am so lonely and I am so scared of losing you 
Where did you go, what did I do, please help me 
I need you to call me; I need you to want me 
Don’t you know that you are my favorite? 
No matter what I do, no matter what I say I can’t seem to get through to you 
Have I done something to offend you?  What have I done?  Please tell me. 
Please talk to me; I want to tell you that I want to hold you so close, so tight 
I want to hold you and never let you go.  I want to take all your pain.   
I want to take your doubt.  I want….I want….I want….. 
But you don’t care what I want; it always has to be about you 
Don’t you see, I’m hurting; don’t you see, I’m crying. 
Don’t you see me?  Don’t you see that in helping me you help yourself? 
I’m so scared of being rejected.  Please whatever you do, don’t reject me. 
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*Sunday 
Schedule 

 
 8:45  First Hope 

 9:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

 9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

  4:00  2nd & 4th  

      Transformation 
Team 

 5:00  Handbells 

 5:30-7 UMYF 

 
 

Additions to the 
calendar of events 
may be found in 
Sunday’s bulletin or 
posted on the church 
bulletin board. 

SunSunSunSun    MonMonMonMon    TueTueTueTue    WedWedWedWed    ThuThuThuThu    FriFriFriFri    SatSatSatSat    

  29 

 

50th Anniversary 

Planning @7  

 31 Memorial Day 

 

 

1 

 

2 

3* 

50th Anniversary 

Celebration 

4 

 

 

 

Cubs 6:30 

5 

 

 

Softball game 

Troop 8  7 pm   

6 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm 

7 

Administrative 

Council 7:00 pm 

 

 

8 

 

9 

 

 

10*   

Transformation 

Team @ 4 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

Cubs 6:30 

12 

 

 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

13 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm   

14 

 

 

 

UMW 7 pm 

15 

  

 

 

VBS Decorating 

16 

 

Friends and 

Family Fellowship 

Breakfast 7:30-10 

17*  18 

 

  

 

Cubs 6:30 

19 

 

 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

20 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

21 

 

 

 

Softball game 

22 

 

23  

Newsletter 

Deadline 

24*   

 

Transformation 

Team @ 4 

25 

 

  

 

Cubs 6:30 

26 

 

 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

27 

 

 

Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

28 

 

 

 

Softball game 

29 

 

30 

June         2007 

Remember 
your church in 
your will. 

North Carolina Annual Conference—Greenville, NC 

Vacation Bible School: Avalanche Ranch: A wild ride through God’s word 
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* Minutes and treasurer reports were accepted. 

* 50th Anniversary Committee reported that over 50 

letters had been sent to former pastors and members. 
Planning continues for displays, sale items, lunch, and 
the service. Local members are being asked to bring 
vegetables, salads, and desserts. 

* UMW Bazaar will be Nov. 3 

* Scouting: Soup and salad lunch to raise funds for an 

Eagle project will be held. The troop visited their 
adopted Grandpa at the Meadows. 

* May 18th—Relay for Life 

* Discussion on whether the church would like to sell 

Christmas trees. 

* The red sign on New Hope Rd was placed there by the 

City. The church has asked for possible changes in the 
site plan. 

* Transformation Team update given by Tom Potter. Holy 

conversations are expanding to include members of the 
congregation. One discussion is on what people perceive 

as strengths of New Hope. 

* Trustees: Dan Cox 

� Line from restroom to sewer connector needs to be 
installed 

� Window blinds in the Boyette Building have been 
installed  - monetary donations are still being 
accepted. 

*  Pastor’s Report—Martin Armstrong 

� Upward, a K-5 sports program “introducing children 
to Jesus Christ by creating opportunities to serve 
through sports” was presented. It would require 
fencing the empty lots (680’ of 4’ fence). Pastor 
Armstrong will invite one of the leadership to a 
meeting with interested church participants. Training 
is available August 3-4 in Marietta, GA. 

� A team will attend the Safe Sanctuary meeting and 
draft a policy for Council approval. 

* Next Administrative Council meeting was not set since 

the usual meeting date falls during Annual Conference.  

Highlights from the May Administrative Council 

Coming soon:    

New Hope United Methodist Church: Our First Fifty Years 
 

Limited edition on sale for $8.00 

 

 

NEW  HOPE  UNITED  

METHODIST  CHURCH :  

OUR  F IRST  F IFTY  YEARS  

 

200 E.  NEW  HOPE  

ROAD  

GOLDSBORO ,   

NORTH CAROLINA  

1957 -2007  



News of New Hope  
 
The News of New Hope is 

published by New Hope 
United Methodist Church for 
members, visitors, and others 
interested in the activities and 
mission of the church. For 
submissions of articles, 
announcements, or interviews, 
y o u  m a y  e m a i l 
nhumc2@bellsouth.net or drop 
them by the church office. 

 

Church: (919) 778-1124 
Parsonage:  
 (919) 778-3801 
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
NewHopeNC/ 

 
District Web Site:  
http://goldsborodistrictumc.org 

 

 

Prayer for Healing 
 

† Aline Lavin 
† Alma Andrews   
† Barbara Gardner 
† Billy Baggett 
† Bob Jennette 
† Dee Meadows 
† Donald Harris 
† Elsie Turner 
† Ethel Boyette 
† Hope Hicks 
† Jami Lavin 
† Jessie Stone 
† Joe Turner 
† Josephine Sutton 
† Judy Edsall 
† Keith Reed   
† Lainey Jacobs 
† Lois Capps 
† Luby Bryan 
† Maggie Gwatney 
† Margaret Milton 
† Matt Wiggins  
† Paul Powell, Jr. 
† Ralph Armstrong 
† Rob Withey  
† Ronnie Rose 
† Sam King 
† Stephanie Worrell 
† Stephen Balevic 

† Sue Wallace 
† Terry Hampton 
† Will Davies 
 

Prayer for Bereavement  
 
† Vivian Ford & Deanna Morris & 

family 
† Leslie Cook & Family 
† Family of Dennis Creech 
† Ernest & Jovita Chase & Family 

 
Prayer for Thanksgiving 

 
† Birth of Ethan Dearth, son of 

Randy & Jessica 
† Our church family at New Hope 
† Our Pastor & His Family 
† Our Youth at New Hope  
† Christian friends 

 

Prayer for Intercessions 
 

† Roger & Carla Bedford 
† Members of our armed forces 
† Ou r  s i s t e r  c h u r c h  i n 

Pascagoula, MS 
† Mike Helsabeck 
† District Superintendent Chuck 

Cook & wife, Glenda 
† David Merritt 

A Note From the Keys 
 

The choir loft has been filled for 
Wednesday night practices. Many 
former choir members are joining in the 
practices for June 3rd for a special day 
of memories, worship, and fellowship. 

The Ringers of New Hope will also 
play for the 50th Anniversary 
celebration. Ringers include: Mike 
Acree, Eleanor Armstrong, Martin 
Armstrong, Jessica Dearth, Randy 
Dearth, Greg Forrester, Gina Harr, Jim 
Harr,  Ian Jacobs, Lainey Jacobs, Diane 
Kester, Dawn Potter, and director, Hope 
Hicks. 

In  Christ, 
- Hope Hicks,  

Director of Music Ministries 

Remember your church in 

your will. 

The Food Pantry is running 
low, as is the Discretionary 
Fund. 
 
Food needs: 
Canned meat, canned vege-
tables, canned fruit, spa-
ghetti, macaroni, crackers, 
peanut butter 
 
Cash donations are used for 
emergency gasoline, elec-
tricity, medical supplies, rent 
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Celebrate 

Birthdays 
 
6/1 Ed Smith 
6/7 Lainey Jacobs 
6/7 Josiah Abrahamson 
6/9 Carolyn Watson 
6/9 Harry Crabill 
6/13 Jim Ivey 
6/15 Cyndi Acree 
6/17 Dawn Potter 
6/19 Allen Mumford 
6/25 Jami Lavin 
6/25 Marion Adair 

 
6/3 Peggy & Howard Gerken 
6/16 Bonnie & Don Kester 
6/17 Holly & Frankie Sutton 
6/25 Joanne & John Gray 
6/25 Gina & Jim Harr 
 
 

We our church! 

 
 
 
 
 

Car magnets on sale 
$3 each or 2 for $5 

scriptures designated for that 
Sunday. Begin reading there 
now to experience the birthday 
of the Church and then 
continue to see how God used 
the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
the early Church leaders to 
make Christ real and to be in 
involved powerful and amazing 
ministries. 

 
I will then continue the 

discussion of the Holy Spirit 
and His real presence and 
ministry through us in coming 
Martin’s Musings. So please 
stay tuned. Remember that 
Acts can be read in 28 days by 
reading one chapter a day. 
Add that discipline to your daily 
quiet time with God, and see 
what develops. You will really 
be ready for Pentecost Sunday 
without a doubt. 

—Martin 

 

The mystery is unveiled 
in the book of Acts. Acts is 
actually the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit, but in many cases you 
see that book called the Acts 
of the Apostles. The truth is 
that the Apostles were 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit of Christ which made 
them ve ry  e f f ec t i ve 
evangelists. Also the Holy 
Spirit was able to manifest 
the Apostles’ spiritual gifts 
so that the young Church 
would grow spiritually under 
their leadership. 

 
I wish to encourage you 

to begin now to read Acts 
and set as a goal to have it 
read by the last Sunday of 
May which this year is 
Pentecost Sunday. The 
events of Acts 2 will be one 
of the New Testament 

(Continued from page 8) 

 

Farewell Service for 

Dr. Gilbert 
 

St. Paul UMC will host the Fare-
well Service for retiring District Su-
perintendent, Dr. Milton Gilbert on 
Sunday, June 3 at 3 pm.   

Mark Gourley will be the Con-
ductor and Dr. David Arcus, Chapel 
Organist at Duke University Chapel 
will be the Organist for the Service.  

Appointed to begin his tenure for 
the Goldsboro District is Rev. 
Charles (Chuck) M. Cook, coming to 
Goldsboro from Henderson, NC. 

Celebrating 50 years  

of ministry 

72” x 54” afghan available from 
New Hope United Methodist 

Women for $50. 



Special Sundays 
 
The Christian year is loaded with special Sundays. These Sundays mark important events in 

the life and mission of Jesus Christ and events in the life of the Church. Many of these special 
Sundays we spend a lot of time and effort celebrating and some we do not. I suppose that 
depends a lot on a local congregation’s traditions and the influence of any given denomination. 
Coming in May are the special Sundays of Mother’s Day and Pentecost. Mother’s Day is 
certainly dictated by culture, but Pentecost is solely a special event in the life of the Church. In 
fact it is the “Birthday of the Church”. 

 
For some reason, which I cannot determine, during the early formative years of my spiritual 

life I did not hear many specifics about the ministry of the Holy Spirit. It was not until much later, 
during my college years, that I became aware of the personal aspects of the Holy Spirit. It was 
news to me. Known to me mostly as the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Christ was truly a mystery to 
me in most ways. What I eventually learned was astounding when I finally got the whole story. 

 

(Continued on page 7 Column 2)  
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

50th A
nniver

sary: 

June 3 

VBS: 

June 18
-22 


