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March 31, April 1, 2—Dance For 
Christ, Granger Auditorium, 
Kinston 

Apr. 2—Disciple I Bible Study @ 7 
pm 

Apr. 5—Maundy Thurs 
Communion @ Saulston UMC 
7 pm 

Apr. 6—Open Arms Bible Study @ 
10:30 am 

Apr. 6—Tennebrae Service @ 7 pm 
Apr. 8—Sunrise Service @ 

Saulston 6:30 am 
Apr. 9—Disciple I Bible Study @ 7 

pm 

Apr. 12-50th Anniversay Comm. 
meeting @ 6 pm 

Apr. 12-Admin. Council @ 7  
Apr. 13—Open Arms Bible Study 

@ 10:30 am 

Apr. 14—Church Work Day @ 9 
am 

Apr. 15-Transformation Team @ 4 
pm 

Apr. 15-Spiritual Gifts Study 7 pm 

Apr. 16—Disciple I Bible Study @ 
7 pm 

Apr. 19-UMW & UMM @ 7  

Apr. 20—Open Arms Bible Study 
@ 10:30 am 

Apr. 21—Friends & Family 
Breakfast 7:30-10 

Apr. 21—Youth car wash for 
Dance for Christ mission trip 
10-3 

Apr. 22—Conference Youth Rally 
@ NC Wesleyan 

Apr. 22-Spiritual Gifts Study @7 
pm 

Apr. 22—Newsletter deadline 

Apr. 23—Disciple I Bible Study @ 
7 pm 

Apr. 27—Open Arms Bible Study 
@ 10:30 am 

Apr. 28 – Boy Scout Pancake 
Breakfast 5:30-2 pm 

Apr. 29-Transformation Team @ 4 
pm 

Apr. 29—Spiritual Gifts Study 7 
pm 

Apr. 30—Disciple I Bible Study @ 
7 pm 

—————– 

June 3, 2007—50th Anniversary 
Celebration for New Hope 
UMC 

June 3, 2007 

 2007 

April 
Memory 

Verse 
 
He called the 
crowd with his 
disciples, and said 
to them, ‘If any 
want to become 
my followers, let 
them deny 
themselves and 
take up their cross 
and follow me.’ 

—Mark 8:34 

Palm Sunday begins the most signifi-
cant week of the church calendar. On 
April 1st we will observe the joyous 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem. Each of 
the gospels recorded the event. 

"Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  

"Hosanna in the highest!" Mathew 21:9 

Blessed be the kingdom of our father 
David, that cometh in the name of the 
Lord: Hosanna in the highest. Mark 11:10 

The whole multitude of the disciples be-
gan to rejoice and praise God with a loud 
voice for all the mighty works that they 
had seen; saying, Blessed be the King that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in 

heaven, and glory in the highest. Luke 
19:37-38. 

"Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord, (even) the king 
of Israel." John 12:13 

On April 5th, Maundy Thursday ser-
vices will be held at Saulston United 
Methodist Church at 7 pm. This holy 
day commemorates the Last Supper of 
Jesus Christ with the Apostles. In many 
churches the service also recognizes 
Jesus' washing of the feet of the Apos-
tles at the start of the Last Supper, as 
recounted in the Gospel of John.   
Tennebrae service will be at 7 pm on 

Friday at New Hope UMC.  The pur-
pose of the service is to recreate the be-
trayal, abandonment, and agony of the 
day of disillusionment preceding the joy 
of Easter morning.  It is left unfinished, 
because the story isn’t over until Easter 
Day. This is a special service with a 
dramatic conclusion, ending with total 
darkness and silence. Tenebrae is the 
Latin word for darkness. During some 
versions of the service, the sanctuary is 
gradually stripped of elements of wor-
ship, including the altar. This happens 
as the service progresses so that while at 
the start of the service, the place of wor-
ship is in its usual state, at the end it is 
totally plain. 
Sunday Sunrise Service will be held 

at 6:30 am at Saulston UMC. During the 
11 o’clock service at New Hope, the 
cantata will be lead by the choir and 
youth. 

Join us at New Hope for Holy Week 
worship services. 
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UMM 
 
Eggs, bacon, sausage, grits, 

pancakes, biscuits—all were on the 
menu for the 2nd monthly Friends 
and Family Breakfast. The date for 
April is the 21st 7:30-10 am.  

 
 -Mike Acree, President 

  

UMW 
 

Watch for the announcement 
that the 50th Anniversary afghans 
have arrived. They will be sold for 
$50. 

The next meeting of UMWW is 
April 19th. 

- Jane Fields, President 
  

Trustees 

 

The shelter over the walkway 
between the main building and the 
Boyette Building will be finished 
by the time you receive this. 
Thanks to all the willing hands who 
helped with this project. Volunteers 
saved the church over $5,000. 

New energy efficient windows 
have been installed in the Boyette 
Building. The recent yard sale 
raised over $2,300 towards the 
installation of blinds for the 
windows. UMW as well as Boy 
Scout Troop 8 have contributed 
towards the blinds. 

We met our target date and are 
ready for the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration! 

Thanks again for the donations 
of time and offerings towards these 
capital improvements. 

To the Glory of God 
-Dan Cox, Chair 

 

 

UMYF 
 

In preparation for the sacrifices 
of Lent, the UMYF held their 
annual 40 hour famine for World 
Vision. By fasting during the 
weekend, they learned what it is 
like to be hungry and still try to 
function. 

On that Sunday, they brought 
facts and feelings about world 
hunger to the congregation. World 
Vision is a Christian humanitarian 
organization dedicated to working 
with children, families and their 
communities worldwide to reach 
their full potential by tackling the 
causes of poverty and injustice. 

http://www.worldvision.org/ 
 
-Mandee & Joe Wade, Advisors 

 

Worship Team 
 

“I want to express a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to all who serve as 
acolytes and also to those young 
people who have begun serving in 
the last few weeks. They all thave 
been very willing to serve when 
asked, and I appreciate that very 
much. 

If there are others who would 
like to assist with this important 
part of our worship service, plese 
let me know and you will be 
included on our next calendar 
mail-out. 

Thank you again and God bless 
you all.” 

Mrs. Janie Woodard 
Worship Team Coordinator 

 
 

 
 

Finance Team 

 

The Finance Team met in March 
to review the participation in the 
pledge campaign. Thirty-seven 
pledging units had turned in cards 
for a total of $98,300 towards the 
$185,494 spending plan. Members 
who have not submitted their cards, 
are encouraged to do so soon. 

The date for the May Chicken 
Dinner will be announced soon. 
This is one of the major fund raisers 
for capital improvements and 
missions of the church. 

 
Visitation & Outreach 

Team 
 

Door hangers were distributed in 
surrounding communities providing 
our neighbors with information 
about events and Holy Week 
services of New Hope. 

 

-Rebecca Lancaster, Chair 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Age Level & Family 

Ministries 

 

The annual Easter egg hunt is 
scheduled for March 31st at 10 am. 
All children are invited. 
 

-Gina Harr & Becky Davis, 
Coordinators 

 

Church 

Teams 

New Hope United Methodist Church—Growing, Loving, Serving, Sending 



 
 
 
Dear Church 
Family  — 
 

Mm, mm, 
mm.  Such 
goin’s and comin’s at New Hope. Just 
this week I had just fun running through 
games and glasses, toys and tools, and 
all sorts of things. Still can’t understand 
why they brought all those things and 
then said they were selling the yard. 

But it is so much fun to see the 
rooms and halls filled with people. I 
especially like the food days. 

Thought I’d get to ride a plane one 
Sunday. Pastor Martin had one just my 
size. But no, the instructions didn’t 
provide for a little one like me. But he 
told the children that the Bible had 
instructions—for everyone. 

He went on to warn the grown-ups 
that the way they look at the instructions 
will make a difference—like controlling 
that plane when it is flying towards us, 
instead of away from us. 

Then one week we all got thirsty just 
listening to Pastor Martin. At first I just 
wanted a drink of water. I listened 
closer and heard him talk about being 
thirsty for God. Christians have a thirst 
for growing in their life with Christ. Are 
you thirsty for God? 

Now, one morning there was talk 
about diseases. I’m not sure I know 
about those things. But body parts I did 
understand. Some people have life 
because others have given of 
themselves. Like Jesus. 

And there I was, perched on top of 
that wooden cross. And all of a sudden 
someone was reaching to put something 
there. Did you see it? A crown of 
thorns! Wow! One minute Mary is 
putting oils on Jesus’ feet and next thing 
I heard someone was making fun of him 
with a crown of thorns. I can’t wait to 
hear what happens next in this story. 

 
I’ll see ya’ in church Sunday.  

A. Churchmouse 

New Hope United Methodist Church—Growing, Loving, Serving, Sending 
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4/3 Paula Atkinson 
4/3 Glenn Edmonds 
4/4 Haywood Harrell 
4/5 Virginia Potter 
4/6 Ginnie Sutton 
4/10 Betty Wallace 
4/13 Debbie Sutton 
4/13 Adrian Miller 
4/14 Becky Davis 
4/14 Olga Ivey 
4/14 Lorise Fairchild 
4/15 Harold Coltrane 
4/15 Alma Andrews 
4/15 Colton Butler 
4/19 Duckie Strickland 
4/19 Sandra Lewis 
4/21 Mary Batts 
4/24 John Lavin 
4/24 Frankie Sutton 
4/24 Eugenia Brooks 
4/24 Eleanor Armstrong 
4/25 Kevin Acree 
4/27 Lance Offield 
4/27 Mary Collins 
4/28 Dave Disch 
4/28 Lynny Coltrane 
4/30 John McNeill 
4/30 Bill Batts 
 
 

4/9 Carla & Roger Bedford 
4/10 Mary & John Collins 
4/17 Lorise & Mark Fairchild 

 
HOLY CONV

ERSATION
S 

AT NEW HO
PE UMC 

———— 

APRIL 15 & 
29 

4 PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Softball Season 

 
Sunday afternoons are now 

the time for softball practice. 
The New Hope team meets on 
the field at Eastern Wayne 
Middle School at 2. 

Everyone is welcome to 
come out to practice—or just 
to watch. Men and women, 
boys and girls, all are begin-
ning to loosen up for another 
great season of softball. 

Coaching this season is Jim 
Harer along with team captain 
Mike Acree. 

Next month the schedule will 
be available. Then the team 
will need folks to bring their 
chairs and voices out to cheer 
the team to victory.  
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*Sunday 

Schedule 
 
 8:45  First Hope 

 9:30 Coffee 
Fellowship 

 9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

  4:00  3rd & 5th 

Sunday in April  

      Transformation 

Team 

 5:00  Handbells 

 5:30-7 UMYF 

 
 

Additions to the 
calendar of events 
may be found in 
Sunday’s bulletin or 
posted on the church 
bulletin board. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 * Palm Sunday 2 3 
 
Boy Scout Court of 

Honor @ 6:30 

4 
 
 
Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

5 
Maundy Thursday 

Service @ 

Saulston 7 pm 

 

6 
Tennebrae Service 

@ 7 pm 

 

7 

8* 
Easter Services 

6:30, 11:00 
 

9 
 

 

Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:0 

10 
 

50th Anniversary 

Planning @7 

Troop 8  7 pm   

11 
 
 
Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm 

12 
 

Administrative 

Council 7:00 pm 

13 
Open Arms Bible 

Study 10:30 am 

14  
 
 

15*   
Transformation 

Team @ 4 

Serving  from the 

Heart 7pm 

16 
 
 
Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:00 

17 
 
 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

18 
 
 
Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm   

19 
 
 
 
UMM /UMM 7 pm 

20 
Open Arms Bible 

Study 10:30 am  

21 Friends and 
Family Breakfast 

7:30-10 
 

 

22 *   
Serving  from the 

Heart 7pm 

19 
  
 
Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:00 

20 
 
 

 

Troop 8  7 pm 

21 
 
 
Brownies 6:30 

Choir 7 pm  

22 
 

 

23 
Open Arms Bible 

Study 10:30 am 

28  Boy Scout 
Pancake Br’kf’t 

5:39-2 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

29*  5th Sun. Sing/ 
Covered Dish 

Transf.  Team @ 4 

Serving  from the 

Heart 7pm 

30 
  

 

Cubs 6:30 

Disciple I 7:00 

31 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

April 2007 

2007-50th Anniversary Celebration to 

conclude with Homecoming Events on 

June 3rd 

April 8 
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* Minutes and treasurer reports were accepted. 

* Transformation Team update given by Tom Potter—New 

Hope has been identified as a church that can be more than 
they are now. 

* Visitation: Rebecca Lancaster 

� Visitation center has been well received. 
� Meeting March 8th 
� Door hangers to be distributed March 24th 
� Mugs on order 

* Finance: Meeting will be held in March 

* Trustees: Dan Cox 

� Sidewalk shelter wood repairs are done. Next step is the 
roof. 

� Sign-out book now available for borrowing furniture/
equipment from the church 

* Altar Guild: Eugenia Brooks 

� Lilies will be ordered for Easter. Donation notices 
will be in the Sunday worship aide 

* Education: Eleanor Armstrong 

� Spiritual Gifts study group has begun. 

* UMW: Iris Cox 

� Afghan is being designed and will be sold for $50 
for the 50th Anniversary celebration 

* Pastor’s report 

� Thank you to all who visited the Blood Drive—
13 pints collected 

� Transformation team meeting 2nd and 4th 
Sundays at 4 pm—in April it will be 3rd & 5th 

� Pledge campaign ending Sunday.  

* Next Administrative Council meeting will be on 

April 12th at 7:00. Visitors are always welcome to 
attend the meetings. 

Highlights from the March Administrative Council 

The sanctuary during the 1960’s and 70’s used movable wooden pews. These were later padded with light blue 
fabric to match the new carpet. This is the original peaked ceiling which was later replaced as an energy conserva-
tion effort.  
During spring of 1970, New Hope held a Ham Dinner as a fund raiser. A few photographs remain, including this 

one of Owen, son of Fowler and Martha Ragland and brother of Barbara and Nancy. The Ragland family lived on 
Bear Creek Lake, the site of the first baptism by immersion for New Hope UMC, May 23, 1971. Fowler, an officer 
in the Air Force, served in several positions at the church including chair of the Council on Ministries and Sunday 
School teacher. Martha was recording secretary of the Administrative Board and Youth leader. The three children 
were active in church as well as in scouting. 



News of New Hope  
 

The News of New Hope is 

published by New Hope 
United Methodist Church for 
members, visitors, and others 
interested in the activities and 
mission of the church. For 
submissions of articles, 
announcements, or interviews, 
y o u  m a y  e m a i l 
nhumc2@bellsouth.net or drop 
them by the church office. 

 

Church: (919) 778-1124 
Parsonage:  
 (919) 778-3801 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/
NewHopeNC/ 

 
District Web Site:  
http://goldsborodistrictumc.org 

 

Prayer for Healing 
 

† Aline Lavin 
† Alma Andrews   
† Barbara Gardner 
† Bill Britt 
† Cassie Sweet 
† Dee Meadows 
† Doris Pressley 
† Edna Lewis 
† Ethel Boyette 
† Harold Lewis 
† Hope Lockamy 
† Jessie Stone 
† Joann Coker 
† Josephine Sutton 
† Joy Vinson 
† Kaye Pollock 
† Keith Reed  
† LaDell Smothers 
† Laura Taylor  
† Lois Capps 
† Maggie Gwatney  
† Margaret Sasser 

Powell 
† Nicholas 

Richardson 
† Rad Means 
† Ralph Armstrong 
† Rob Withey  
† Robbins family 
† Ronnie Ross 
† Stephen Balevic 
† Sue Wallace 
† Tanja Orwig 
† Will Davies 

 

Prayer for Bereavement  
 

† Family of Faye Wade 
† Family of Carolyn Parrish 
† Family of Ronnie Pollock 
 

 
Prayer for Thanksgiving 

 
† Our church family at New Hope 
† Our Pastor & His Family 
† Our Youth at New Hope  
† Christian friends 

 

Prayer for Intercessions 
 

† 2007 Pledges 
† Mary Batts 
† Greg Forrester 
† Roger & Carla Bedford 
† Members of our armed forces 
† Our sister church in 

Pascagoula, MS 

Prayer Ministry 

We our church! Car magnets on sale 
$3 each or 2 for $5 

Prayer Chains 

 
New Hope has two forms of the 

prayer chain. One is by telephone—
an evening list and a day-time list. If 
you would like to be included, please 
contact Cyndi Acree or leave a note 
on the yellow “Note to the Pastor” 
card in the pocket of the pew. 

The other chain is via email. If 
you would like to be notified when 
there is need of special prayers 
please leave your email on the 
church attendance pad or contact 
Greg Forrester. 

And, always, if you have special 
needs, a phone call to the office 778-
1124 will either give you an opportu-
nity to speak to someone or to leave 
a message. 
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Describe rather than evaluate: 

Describing leaves room to 

continue conversation. 

A Note From the 
Keys 

 
The 2007 Ringers of New Hope 

will lead the worship service on 
April 1, Palm Sunday, and on April 
8, Easter Sunday at the 11:00 
o’clock services.  

The choir and youth will bring 
the Easter message through music,  
scripture, and visuals. 

Music is an important part of 
worship. May it bring you as much 
joy and spirit as it does to those 
who participate in the music 
ministry of New Hope. 

In Christ, 
- Hope Lockamy,  

Director of Music Ministries 

 
In our tradition our crosses are not 
crucifixes, they are empty.  The 
crosses in our sanctuary are empty 
like the tomb of Christ on the 
morning that Mary Magdalene 
went to finish preparing Christ’s 
body for burial.  What that empty 
tomb meant was that God had 
glorified His Son and brought to 
fulfillment the promise of eternal 
life for all those who trust in Jesus 
Christ alone for their salvation.  It 
meant that Jesus Christ had been 
really dead, but now He is really 
alive.  How can nothing say that?  
God can make nothing say that, if 
that nothing is the emptiness of an 
ancient tomb and an empty cross 
in our sanctuary.  It also means 
that sin has no power over us in 
this life and in our promised 
eternity.  Sin has no power here to 
rule our behavior and obviously 
no power to keep us out of 
heaven. 
 
Praise the Lord the cross and the 
tomb, are empty.  Now that is 

POWER! 
 
 

—Martin 

(Continued from page 8) 

Statement of Mission 
 

The 1995 charge Conference 
has set a statement which ex-
presses its hope of how we as a 
church might express our life in 
Christ during this year of Cele-
bration and Vision for the Fu-
ture. 

 
‘The mission of the New 
Hope United Methodist 
Church is to provide an 
active and sincere, person 
to person, Christian service 
to help fulfill the needs and 
concerns of this church, 
community, and the 
world.” 
 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  

— Jesus, Matthew 28:19 
 

Statement of Mission—Statement of Vision 

 

The Transformation Team has been studying suggestions for 
creating strategic plan for New Hope. They are taking an inven-
tory of what the church is doing—what is going well in addition 
to weaknesses. 

You may be approached by a member of this team and asked 
some simple questions. 

What do you like about New Hope UMC? 
What would you like New Hope to become? 
What is the mission of New Hope today? 
 
The team would like to hear from each of you. Remember the 

words of the song, “We are the church together!” 
 



 

 

 

 

 

The Power of Empty 

 
Recently I have been thinking about one of the most common of Christian symbols, the cross.  We place a 
large one in the sanctuary and hang upon it many other symbols of the Passion of Christ.  Sometimes we 
use the robe that the soldiers cast lots for or a cat-of-of-nine-tails used to flog people.  Also sometimes 
large nails or spikes are there to remind us of the torturous way Christ was attached to the cross.  It is hard 
not to see a battered body hanging on that rough wooden cross when you walk in the room.  I have often 
wondered if we were really doing ourselves any favors with the construction of other crosses for use in 
worship that are shiny, clean, polished, beautiful, and architecturally in line with the décor.  Should we 
not always be aware of how horribly Jesus the Christ died for our sins, not His sins, because there were 
none? 
 
In some Christian worship spaces the crosses are crucifixes.  This means that they have on them the figure 
of Christ hanging there.  There is one in particular that I get to see often, and I feel the significance of 
Christ’s sacrifice each time I see it.  It makes me feel responsible and sad.  Yet it also causes me to see 
how much I am loved by my Father in heaven who gave up His Son for me.   

(Continued on page 7 Column 3)  
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