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In November, The Friendship 
Connection formerly known as 
the “Prayer Chain” was activated 
and expanded at Eldorado Springs 
UMC to include those friends 
who worship there on a regular 
basis, even though they are not yet 
members of the church.  

“How comforting it is to know 
that the entire community of faith 

is praying,” said Connie Woods, 
church member. “And, imagine 
how awesome it will be to know 
that even folks we may not know 
are lifting our concerns to the 
Lord!” 

The Friendship Connection 
also serves to communicate infor-
mation relating to unexpected 
events, such as cancellations due 

to bad weather, a change of sched-
ule and funerals.

“We pray that our faith will be 
strengthened as we become more 
“connected” and experience the 
power of prayer through faith,” 
Woods said. “This is an excellent 
opportunity to get to know others 
in our church family and share 
Christ’s love!”

available to house the necessary 
equipment. The screenings now 
have 22 stations covering a wide 
range of health issues, includ-
ing vision, auditory, dental and 
mental. A Chinese and a Korean 
doctor are present, and are par-
ticularly valuable in helping serve 
the needs of those immigrant 
communities. 

The ministry has started 
providing people with “Health 
Histories,” a binder that contains 
the results of all of the tests con-
ducted at the screenings, and 
known medical histories. The last 
pages contain a directory of ser-
vices available in the community. 

“People love to get their 
‘book’,” Jane Payne said. “It’s 
become an important piece of 
what we do here.” 

There is now a version of 
the Health History book that is 
designed for children and youth, 
because there were so many 
young people who were coming 
to the services. 

Health histories and services 
provided to people are kept on a 
data base on a computer. People 
are asked their name and date of 
birth, but no identification, green 
card or social security number is 
required.  

“We’re here to help whoever 
needs help,” said Pam Colson, 
nurse coordinator. 

Jayne’s husband, Dr. Bob 
Payne, 86, has been the driv-
ing force behind the ministry 
from the beginning. He’s been 

instrumental in securing funding, 
recruiting volunteer doctors, and 
finding ways to make sure needed 
medical procedures are taken care 
of for patients who don’t have the 
ability to pay. A volunteer consul-
tant recently developed a strategic 
plan for the ministry, and one of 
the things they are working on 
now is making sure they have a 
strong, committed board that will 
keep everything going. 

“We want everything to keep 
functioning here, whether we are 
here or not,” Jane Payne said. 

At any time, there may be sev-
eral Washington University first-
year medical students who are 
working at the health screenings 
as an elective pass/fail course. 

“They are thrilled, because 
they don’t usually get to deal 
directly with patients at that 
stage,” Jane Payne said. “It creates 
enthusiasm.” 

This year a mobile mam-
mogram truck worked with the 
Health Protection and Education 
Services to provide mammograms 
and breast cancer detection edu-
cation to women. The service 
was offered at University UMC 
and other community locations. 
There were 87 free mammograms 
performed. 

For more information about 
University UMC’s health care 
ministry, contact Pam Colson, 
nurse coordinator, at (314) 
448-7373 or e-mail hpes-stl.sbc-
global.net.  

The Moundville United 
Methodist Church is one of two 
rural congregations in the state 
of Missouri recently selected 
to receive a 2007 Rural Church 
Award from the Missouri School 
of Religion Center for Rural 
Ministry.  Sharing this year’s 
award with the Moundville 
UMC is the St. Thomas a’Becket 
Episcopal Church in Cassville.  
These churches represent 
rural congregations from eight 
Protestant denominations and the 
Roman Catholic Church located 
throughout Missouri.    

The Missouri School of 
Religion Center for Rural Ministry 
honored this year’s award 
recipients during a November 
16th Annual Award Dinner in 
Columbia, Missouri.  The purpose 
of the award is to thank and praise 
God for the work of the Holy 
Spirit through all rural churches.  
While only a few congregations 
are picked each year, many more 
deserve honor for creative, faithful 
and outstanding ministries.  

The selection team evaluated 
nominated congregations on four 
areas of responsibility and oppor-
tunity for ministry:  efforts to 
nurture members of the congrega-
tion and build the Body of Christ 
through evangelistic outreach; 
ministries of social concern, jus-
tice and compassion within and 
beyond the congregational com-

munity; support 
of ministries and 
efforts of the 
denomination 
with which the 
congregation is 
affiliated; and 
involvement in 
ecumenical or 
interfaith partner-
ships in educa-
tion, worship or 
mission endeav-
ors.  Moundville’s 
ministries for children and youth 
along with its five years of cer-
tification as a United Methodist 
Welcoming Congregation were 
among the efforts cited by the 
selection team for its decision.    

The Missouri School of 
Religion and Center for Rural 
Ministry has provided opportuni-
ties for clergy and laity in central 
Missouri for over 111 years.  It is 
fully ecumenical in its board com-
position, program ministry and 
mission.  More information about 
the organization and its program-
ming is available at www.msr-crm.
org.

The Moundville United 
Methodist Church will soon 
start its 125th year of ministry.  
Guests are always welcome at any 
Moundville UMC service, project 
or event.  The 9:00 a.m. Sunday 
Worship Service includes a sepa-
rate Children’s Church for those 

through the second grade, and 
many people remain after wor-
ship for coffee and juice or the 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School classes 
available for all age groups.  Each 
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. during 
the school year, the congregation 
also sponsors Pioneer Clubs for 
ages K through the 5th Grade and 
a Youth Group for those in Junior 
and Senior High.  

More information about regu-
larly scheduled opportunities for 
Christian worship, education, mis-
sions and social life at Moundville 
UMC appears each week in 
the Nevada Daily Mail Church 
Directory and on the Moundville 
UMC website at www.gbgm-umc.
org/moundvillemoumc.  Any 
Moundville UMC member or the 
Reverend John Swatosh at (417) 
884-5277 can share additional 
details about the congregation and 
its ministries.

Moundville 
receives rural 
church award

 The Moundville UMC youth display their 
work during a Nov. 14 service project for 
Operation Christmas Child. This global 
Samaritan’s Purse project is sending 14 gift 
boxes across the globe.

Friendship Connection keeps church in touch
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