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 The Connection  
  
 Kingdom building is such hard work.  And we humans fall so short of the image of God.  There are weeks, months, 
years when we become discouraged.  This has been a hard month.  As I’m sure everyone knows, Gracepoint UMC suffered 
a serious blow this last month when most of  this church we had been praying for, lifting up, encouraging and trying to hold 
accountable was led to leave the United Methodist Church.  
 God has such a long view of the world and we are such an impatient people. Psalm 90:4 “For a thousand years in 
your sight are like a day that has just gone by.” God’s will does not change in a day, a few months, a decade or even a  
millennia.  Sometimes we United Methodists are accused of not being nimble enough for the current culture, but we are also 
trying to take the length and breadth of God’s view into account, there’s a balance we’re trying to reach.   
 One of the things that I find the saddest is that these people who have left our connection, many of whom are new 
Christians, will not experience the body of Christ in its connectional fullness. In my very limited experience with the larger 
United Methodist Church, I have been privileged to witness just a taste of the amazing expressions of this connection and I’d 
like to share a few with you. 
 While traveling in Africa I witnessed the government of a state in Mozambique that had many, many United  
Methodists in positions of leadership. The state was 42% United Methodist, because for 125 years, United Methodists and 
their forefathers had taken the long view of the gospel and invested in the indigenous people of Mozambique. We had loved 
and educated them, so that when the colonial Portuguese left, they had the personal resources, education and character to 
help run the government.   
 When Nelson Mandela’s wife, Gracie Michel, spoke to our Council of Bishops, she said: United Methodists have 
been on the forefront of education, gender issues & public health in Africa and I have come to tell my Bishops “Thank 
You.”  She was raised in United Methodist mission schools and became the first Minister of Education in the first African 
government of Mozambique. She is a powerful witness for Christ and this connectional church. 
 When the eloquent, educated, grace filled, recently elected President of Liberia spoke to General Conference about 
her country and her work to reform it (she had been exiled for 15 years by a corrupt government) it made me so proud that 
she’d been educated in United Methodist Mission schools. Then I discovered that two of her teachers were retired clergy & 
spouse in the Kansas East conference, the power of the connection was unmistakable. 
 That connection in the United Methodist Church IS alive AND it WORKS. We are richer for being a part of it.  
And I am convinced that those who choose to try to live out the gospel separately are poorer for it.   
 On the Sunday after many/most of Gracepoint’s attendees left the United Methodist Church, I looked out at the  
congregation of 170ish folks and I knew that the connection is good, it’s strong and it’s gospel.  Paul lifts us when he says, 
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ 
Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Connection is  
scriptural. 
  I had hoped that Gracepoint would help our denomination learn to reach people genuinely different from our  
traditional folks.  But God will have to search farther and find different people to do that. God will find such people and we 
will need to listen again and learn again and the body of Christ will be edified by someone else instead of torn apart as it has 
been now.  These are perhaps disappointed words but I am not without hope for my hope lies in Jesus Christ.  Paul said, 
“We also rejoice in our sufferings because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and  
character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us.” Romans 5:3-5.   
 So take hope, fellow Christians, hope in Christ who does not disappoint and look to the future, God’s future. In the 
end God will work out God’s ends. We’ve been told the ending in Revelation 21: 1-7. “Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.”  We know 
the end of the story, it is our job now to be faithful to the gospel, faithful to the church and faithful to the connection so that 
we can be fruitful in living out this gospel.  What a privilege it is that God is willing to let us be on God’s team. God is with 
us as we go forward NOW and FOREVER. 
        In Christ,   
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MATES IN MINISTRY EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
January 31, 2009 – 10:00 am 

United Methodist Church, Kinsley, Kansas 
The meeting was called to order by Karen Maezler, Program Coordinator. Many concerns were spoken and Karen gave a prayer. 
 

Those attending were: Sherri Ewertt, Judy Grant, Jan Harper, Deanne Kuder, Carla Lindenberger, Karen Maelzer, Ann Murray, 
Margaret Roberts, Phyllis Schneider, Susan Sharp, and Barb Wright. 
 

Minutes of MIM Executive Meetings for Oct, 11 2008 were read by Karen and approved. A Thank You was read from Camp 
Horizon for having our Retreat there last October. 
 

Treasurer’s Report – Debbie Brackett sent a reported that we have a balance as of January 31, 2009 of $6,780.85 with deposits 
of $3,459.50 and expenses of $3,404.70. The deposits included Outreach offering and Retreat Registration and Scholarships. 
Ann accepted the treasurer’s report and it was seconded. We are to email our mileage to Debbie with the subject reading MIM 
Mileage. 
 

Communication Chair –Mary Cousins had emailed information about possible use of the Conference Office printing & mailing 
our newsletter. After much discussion, Phyllis moved that MIM newsletter be printed and mailed from the Conference Office. 
We will continue taking care of the address and email lists. This was seconded and passed. 
 

Membership Secretary – Deanne Kuder reminded all that we need to contact her about moves and have reminders in newsletter 
and on MIM Joys and Concerns. 
 

Outreach – Ann Murray reported that 2009 Outreach is “Bridges to the Future”. After some discussion, Judy recommended that 
2010 Outreach be Youthville. This was seconded and passed. This will be voted on at the Annual Meeting in May. 
 

Scholarship Committee – Emogene sent a report: the Certificate of Deposit, Participation has $6,126.93 and the Money Market 
has $566.32, of which $40 is from our treasury for a MIM Spouse who has died in 2008. So the total should read 526.32. She 
reported that MIM should be able to give two scholarships.. She has not received any request for a scholarship. 
 

Annual Meeting – Salina District will be in charge of the MIM Annual Meeting at Conference in May. The date of Friday, May 
22, 2009 at noon was suggested. Carla volunteered to be in charge. Margaret made a motion that we make a commercial adver-
tising MIM, like our Retreat, our Website, Outreach, etc. to be presented at Conference, plus give a thank you from the Confer-
ence floor at Annual Conference in May. This was seconded and passed. It was suggested that Sherri, Judy and Gloria would 
work on this project. 
 

Silent Auction - Phyllis volunteered to be in charge of the Silent Auction booth at Conference. Debbie will make the reservation 
for a booth with two tables, since she will be paying for it from the treasury. Donna Marler has the supplies for the booth at her 
house. Judy has the books for bids. 
 

Report from Retreat 2008 – Camp Horizon – Chairpersons Jan Hathaway & Sherri Ewertt – Oct 10-12 – Sherri reported that the 
evaluations were good from the retreat. Having free time was enjoyed by all. 
 

Retreat 2009 – Camp Lakeside – Barb Wright & Debbie Smith – Oct. 9-11 – Barb reported that she is getting ideas together 
with the theme of “Connections”. She is looking for craft ideas for Saturday afternoon. 
Retreat 2010 – Camp Horizon - Jan Harper & Susan Sharp - Oct. 8-10 
Retreat 2011 – Camp Lakeside - ______________________ - Oct. 14-16 
 

Nominating committee - Sherri Ewertt asked us what would make us closer. She passed around a MIM folder from a few years 
back and notices that so few were still active with MIM. How can we get them back? Karen and Judy have asked to go off the 
board, so we need a new Program Coordinator and Secretary. 
 

District Reps: 
   Dodge – Deanna Kuder & Barb Wright  
   Hays – Debbie Brackett, Gloria Mattix, Linda McGuire 
   Hutchinson –Phyllis Schneider 
   Salina – Ruby Edwards, Donna Marler & Carla Lindenberger 
   Wichita East – Nancy Rendoff & Teri Kelley 
   Wichita West – Margaret Roberts  
    Kansas East – Trude Michaux & Susan Sharp 
Next Executive Meeting – Place – Church of the Cross UMC, Salina 
  Date – Friday May 22, 2008 
Time – 10:00am  
Adjournment -  
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