
KEEPING CHRISTMAS

Are you willing to forget what you have done for other people, and to remember what other people have done 
for you; to ignore what the world owes you, and to think what you owe the world; to put your rights n the background, 
and your duties in the middle distance, and your chances to do a little more that your duty in the foreground; to see 
that your fellow men are just as real as you are, and try to look behind their faces to their hearts, hungry for joy; to 
know that probably the only good reason for your existence is not what you are going to get out of life, but what you 
are going to give to life; to close your book of complaints against the management of the universe, and look around 
your for a place where you can sow a few seeds of happiness – are you willing to do these things even for a day?  
Then you can keep Christmas.

Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the world – stronger than hate, stronger than evil, 
stronger than death – and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem two thousand years ago is the image and 
brightness of the Eternal Love?  Then you can keep Christmas.

And if you keep it for a day, why not always?

But you cannot keep it alone.

                                                                                 -Henry Van Dyke

Just remember to keep Christ in Christmas!

Most Sincerely,

Pastor Pat

Rev. Dr. Patricia Ann Green, Pastor



2      Paige Sweet
         David Stuckman
3      Alexis Aldrich
4      Dana Calhoun
5      Sylvia Wanty
6      Helen Edwards
        Grant Davis
7      Kaitlin Felty
        Sean Michaels
8      Emma Frame
9      Rick Coleman
        Ian Darling
        Dorice Friend
        Gary Zajac
        Pam Bell
10   Steven Phifer
        Matt Furlong
11   Jim Gulau
13   Julie Taylor
        Jay Stubblefield Jr.
14   Audrey Staulter
        Carl Blaine
15   Jeremy Finn
16   Ashley Francis
17   Grace Stuckman
18   Diane Hill
        Matthew Hill
19   Chelsea Green
20   Mary Karr
        Mary Hagley
21   Karen Bolz
        Adam Salow
22   Sam Brabant
        Helen Darling
        John Kuzych
        Andrew Hawks
23   Waneta Bolz
24   Amy Brancheau
25   Katherine Sweet
30   Marlene Berkley
        Roger Davis
        Ben Grant
        Dorothy Kempher
31   Carolyn Miller

December 2
Don & Audrey Staulter

December 8
Rodger & Traci Cole

December 17
James & Cindy Gochis
CONGRATULATIONS!

Prayer Requests
Dan Bachant
Irene Collins
Alberta Curry
Elgin Darling
Paul Edwards
Irene Ferriozzi

Pat Fulcher
Pat Hayes
Victor Hill

Laura Jorgensen
Mary Kenyon

Selma Knueve
Joanne McGovern

Joan Meads
Phyllis Muter

Jim Nagle
Robin Naida

Roger Nienhuis
Anita Ross
Jane Ross

Josie Santiago
Dorothy Sigworth

Beverly Smith
Billie Thornton
Darlee Towler

Cleon & Lorena Seaver
Elizabeth Viets

Jane Ann Wanty
Larry Ward

Marilyn Wisner
Marian Woolner

Pray for the Military...
Justin Coleman
Mark Coleman

Morgan Coleman
Harry Cline
Rob Eaton

James Nagle
Kevin Kilbride

Katie Rodriguez
Chris Taylor

Joshua Wieringa

December
Worship Leader schedule

December 7
Pam Stralnic
December 14
Dale Risden

December 21
Gary Zajac

December 24
5:30P.M. – Mike Williams

11:00P.M.- Jim Nagle
December 28
Rich Giachetti

December Scripture
Readers Schedule

December 7
Gary Zajac

December 14
Rev. Irma H. Ward

December 21
Julie Zawacki
December 28
Jim Birchmeier

December Acolyte Schedule
December 7
Paige Sweet
Josh Jarema

December 14
Tanner Hicks

Konrad Jeppesen
December 21
Rachael Bell
Jack Williams
December 28
Caroline Zajac

Danielle Fournier



December
Ushers/Greeters Schedule

December 7
The Karr Family

Dale, Mary, Grant & Luke
December 14

The Bolz Family
Jim, Karen, Tammy & Waneta

December 21
Lewis & Dorothy Kempher

Duane & Jane Kartje
December 24

OPEN
December 28

The Bell Family
Matt, Pam, Rachael & Derek

     We would like to thank the many 
who supported this year’s Goodie / 
Craft Sale in any way.   Credits goes 
to those which worked at the sale, 
baked, gave monetarily, bought 
goodies and crafts, and supported 
this effort by their prayers. .   What 
a wonderful way to serve our Lord, 
Church and the community.  We will 
report on the final sale proceeds 
later.

Sam and Barbara Brabant 
and Sally Squires 

STEWARDSHIP TIME!
     By now you should have received your 
pledge card.  The Finance Committee 
seeks guidance in its planning process by 
asking you to express your intended 
financial commitment to Marble in 2009.  
This commitment is a means of 
communicating your giving intentions but 
is not an obligation to burden you should 
life events make you unable to support 
Marble as intended.
     Please pray and carefully consider the 
blessings of your “fruit” you can share with 
Marble Memorial in 2009 and then 

complete and return your card by 
December 15, 2008.
At the end of the December Newsline will 
be a copy of the 2009 Church Budget.

In God’s service - Thank you!
Paul Salow and Dale Karr
Chair and Vice Chair, Finance Committee

United Methodist Women
Are you interested in attending a 

UMW circle meeting?  If so, 
contact Jody Stubblefield 

at 734-526-9470.
Sarah Ruth Circle

Jane Keefe – (734)439-7358
Mary Jane Prichard –

 (734)439-8186
Meet 2nd Thursday of the month at 
1:00p.m. at the home of a member 

or in the church lounge.
Sarah Ruth Circle has boxed 

greeting cards for sale.  Contact 
Betty Koczman at 734-439-8559 or 
email bettkocz4750@sbcglobal.net

if you would like to purchase.

Susannah Wesley Circle
Julie Zawacki – (734) 439-7290

Meet 4th Monday of the month at 
7:00 P.M. in the church lounge.  
Special meeting times will be 

announced in the weekly bulletin.

Sisters Aglow Circle
Cathy Gulau – (734)2056

Paula Dotson – (734)439-0883
Meet the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month 7:00 p.m. in a members 

home.

Bold is church event

Tuesday, December 2
6-9 P.M.  Boy Scouts (FH)
7:00 P.M.  Lay Speakers 

Training

Wednesday, December 3
7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study

in lounge

Thursday, December 4
9-11 & 1-3 MCN in fellowship hall

6-8 P.M.  Cub Scouts
7:00 P.M.  Choir & Cantata 

Practice

Saturday, December 6
8:30 A.M. – 1:30 P.M.
Annual Goodie Sale & 

Craft Bazaar
With Alternative Gift Market
5:30 P.M.  Cookie Sale and Hot 

chocolate after Parade

Sunday, December 7
SECOND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT
9 A.M.  Sunday School

 for all ages
10 A.M.  Worship

11 A.M.  Fellowship Time
11:15 A.M.  Y.S.P. Meeting in 

lounge
Cantata Practice for children

Tuesday, December 9
6-9 P.M.  Boy Scouts (FH)

7:30 P.M.  Church Council 
Meeting

Wednesday, December 10
7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study

in lounge

Thursday, December 11
1:00 P.M.  Sarah Ruth Circle

Hostess:  Ellen Collar
Program:  Ruth Florian

$5 Gift Exchange
7:00 P.M.  Choir & Cantata 

Practice

Sunday, December 14
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

9 A.M.  Sunday School
 for all ages

10 A.M.  Worship
11 A.M.  Fellowship Time

11:15 A.M.  Cantata Practice
6-8 Youth Meetings (All 

Groups)



Monday, December 15
7:00 P.M.  Finance Committee 

Meeting

Tuesday, December 16
6-9 P.M.  Boy Scouts (FH)

Wednesday, December 17
7:00 P.M.  Sisters Aglow 

Circle
Hostess: Laura Williams

$10 Gift Exchange
7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study

in lounge

Thursday, December 18
7:00 P.M.  Choir & Cantata

Practice

Sunday, December 21
FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT
9 A.M.  Sunday School 

for all ages
10 A.M.  Worship

11 A.M.  Fellowship Time
6-8 P.M.  WWYSE Meeting

C.O.O.L. Disciples Christmas 
Party/Service Project

6-7 P.M.  Cantata dress 
rehearsal

Tuesday, December 23
6-9 P.M.  Boy Scouts (FH)

Wednesday, December 24

OFFICE CLOSED

5:30 P.M.  CANTATA with 
candle lighting

11:00 P.M.  Christmas Eve 
Service with Communion and 

candle lighting

Thursday, December 25
Merry Christmas
OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday, December 28
PICK UP OFFERING 
ENVELOPES TODAY
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS DAY
9 A.M.  Sunday School 

for all ages
10 A.M.  Worship

11 A.M.  Fellowship Time
6-8 P.M.  Youth Meetings 

(ALL youth)

Tuesday, December 30
6-9 P.M.  Boy Scouts (FH)

Wednesday, December 31
7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study

in lounge

LOOK WHAT’S
COMING UP...

Sunday, January 4
C.O.O.L. Disciples going 
Sledding in afternoon if 

weather permits

Friday, January 16 –
Saturday, January 17

9:00 P.M. UNTIL 9:00 A.M.
C.O.O.L. Disciple Lock-In

Wednesday, January 21
1:00 – 6:00 P.M.

COMMUNITY BLOOD 
DRIVE AT MARBLE

DON’T FORGET TO PICK 
UP YOUR 2009 OFFERING 
ENVELOPES ON A TABLE 

OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 
OFFICE THE LAST WEEK 
OF DECEMBER.  PLEASE 
DON’T USE THEM UNTIL 

2009!

Ways to start off the 

New Year
According to historians, the 
celebration of the New Year is the 
oldest holiday. Ancient 
Babylonians first observed it in the 
spring about 4,000 years ago. In 
153 B.C., the Roman Senate 
declared January 1 as New Year’s 
Day. 

The early church started to hold 
religious observances that 
coincided with pagan celebrations. 
Some denominations still mark 
Christ’s circumcision on New 
Year’s. 

The tradition of making resolutions 
dates back to the Babylonians, 
who often promised to return 
borrowed farm equipment. Using a 
baby to symbolize rebirth and the 
new year dates back to the 
ancient Greeks and Egyptians. 

Modern-day New Year’s customs 
often focus on prosperity. In 
Spain, people eat 12 grapes at 
midnight, hoping to have 12 happy 
months to come. The Dutch eat 
donuts because another year has 
come full circle. 
One of the best ways to start off 
the New Year is by spending time 
in prayer. Look back on God’s 
many blessings during the 
completed year and ask for his 
guidance in the one to come. Also 
consider starting the tradition of 
praying for people around the 
world on New Year’s Day.

DECEMBER NEWSLINE
DEADLINE  

DECEMBER  15th 


