FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

That Dad of Mine
His shoulders are stooped with strife and care.
His life’s work is almost thru;
He sits alone in an easy chair
Dreaming of Home beyond the blue.
Those snowy locks are a noble crown,
Those eyes are dimmed with the years;
He calmly awaits the Harvest Lord,
He knows no cares or fears,
That Dad of mine!

Years ago when he was young
| was his pride and joy,
He always prayed that God some day
Would save his wandering boy/girl;
God saw in him a life so pure —
His prayers are answered now,
He is ready for a crown of gold
To adorn his snowy brow,
That Dad of mine!

When | was but a child so small
| thought my daddy grand,;
| would be just like him
When “l grow to be a man or strong woman;
Those days are fled and vanished,
When | sat upon his knee,
But | look back on yesterday —
He was a pal to me,

That Dad of mine!
--Gwendolin A. Edge, in
The church of God Evangel

Happy Father’s Day!
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Report of 2009 Detroit Annual
Conference  of the  United
Methodist Church held May 14-17
at Adrian College; Adrian, MI ;
B|sh0ﬁ Jonathan D. Keaton
preaching/presiding.

Thursday, the first day we started
early by dropping off seat covers
(underware) given by Marble
Memorial at the Ice Arena. Then it
was on to the Chapel for a worship
service and Communion. Because
of the possibility of Flu, the
elements were dispensed in
individual packages. Then it was
on to Dawson Auditorium for a
Plenary Session (which means
including all entitled to attend) for
reports, explanation of programs
and speeches.

The theme of the conference was
“For such a time as this” . It was
emphasized that although giving
may be down; many new
opportunities to  serve  our
community will be available. In
hard time folks are more likely to
seek God and his church. As lay
people and ministers we must be
sensitive and minister to this need,;
Teaching using the Wesley model
of making Disciples.

See the website -
FAITHINHARDTIMES.COM

The mission statement of the
United Methodist Church - “Make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world *“.
The four (4) areas of focus;
namely: o o
1. Developing principled Christian
leaders for the Church and the
World.

2. Creating new places of worship
for new people and renewing
existing Congregations.

3. Engaging in Ministry with the
poor.

4. Stamping out the Killer diseases
of poverty by improving health
Globally.

It was explained that the individual
voting on the resolutions on our
ballot sheets to be held Friday
night will be sent to Washington
D.C. where a 2/3 majority of all
churches in the U.S.A. is required
to be adopted.

In the afternoon we were assigned
to Legislation Section 4, to work on
resolution #5 to the U.S.A
President; that had been submitted
a conference  member,
Peacock, on us Militar
Presence in Afghanistan . As
submitted this resolution contained
0ﬁ|n|ons which Peacock agreed
should be removed. After the
opinions were removed all that
was left was that we should pra
for peace; which we should be
doing anyway. Later in the week
Peacock withdrew resolution #5. In
the discussion it was pointed out
that in U.S.A. cities there maybe
one policeman for 500 residents.
In lawless Afghanistan one
policeman may be required for
each family. Using the Military for
containment of Afghans within
Afghanistan borders makes more
sense than the useless slaughter
of folks on both sides trying to
force Afghans into submission.

Friday morning in the chapel
worship  service the question
posed for each of us to answer
was; “Where do you see yourself

today on the time line between

your date of birth and death?”

Mr. David Librande, the son in law
of Rev Bob & Diane Goudie
quickly did a huge drawing of
Jesus. Next on to the Plenary
Session, the emphasis was on the
Haiti, Liberia & Sierra (save)
Leone (lives) projects. The goal
for Sierra Leone is to provide
1,200,000 mosquito nets to
prevent death from malaria.
Ministry Opportunities for
Congregations are not limited to
the above; the Ministry Jubilee

guidebook (a copy was given to
each attendee) list many other
projects for designated giving. “A
Healthy Holy Branch of the Tree

of Life.” Take time to pray over
each of the Ministry Jubilee
projects.

Constitutional Amendment - VIII
14. To secure the rights and
privileges of membership in all
agencies, programs, and
institutions in The United Methodist
Church regardless of race, gender
or status.

Saturday evening retiring clergy
were honored. This event marked
the retirement of Rev. Diane
Goudie who in the past served
London/Azalia and Marble
Memorial.
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What is a Christian family?

Ve
NEWSLINE DEADLINE IS
JUNE 15th!



