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TODAY AND TIME 
 

TODAY is here.  I will start with a smile and resolve to be agreeable. 
I will not criticize.  I refuse to waste my valuable time. 

TODAY in one thing I know I am equal with all others –Time.  All of us draw 
the same salary in seconds, minutes and hours. 

TODAY I will not waste my time because the minutes I wasted yesterday 
are as lost as a vanished thought. 

TODAY I refuse to spend time worrying about what might happen...—it usually doesn’t. 
I am going to spend time making things happen. 

TODAY I am determined to study to improve myself, for tomorrow I may  
be wanted and I must not be found lacking. 

TODAY I am determined to do the tings I should do. 
I firmly determine to stop doing the things I should not do. 

TODAY I begin by doing and not wasting my time.  In one week I will be miles 
beyond the person I am today. 

TODAY I will not imagine what I would do if things were different.  They are not different. 
I will make success with what material I have. 

TODAY I will stop saying “If I had time”—I know I n ever will “find time” for anything. 
If I want time, I must make it. 

TODAY I will act toward other people as though this might be my last day on earth.   
I will not wait for tomorrow.  Tomorrow never comes. 

 
Reprinted from INDIANA JOURNAL 

July-August 2004, p22 
 

Happy Mother’s Day! 
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Saturday, May 2  

MILAN DAYS 
Look for Beatrice Gbanga  
around the church & town, 

 introduce yourself! 
7:00 P.M.  WWYSE Meeting 

Guest speaker, Beatrice Gbanga 
 

Sunday, May 3  
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

GOLDEN CROSS SUNDAY 
9 A.M.  Sunday School  

10 A.M.  Worship 
11 A.M.  Fellowship Time 

11:15 A.M.  Y.S.P. Meeting 
 in lounge 

 

Tuesday, May 5  
6-9:00 P.M.  Boy Scouts – FH 
7:00 P.M.  UMW Executive 

Team Meeting 
 in lounge 

 
Wednesday, May 6  

7:00 P.M. Adult Bible Study 
 

Thursday, May 7  
7:30 P.M.  Choir Practice 
Last choir practice until fall. 

 
Saturday, May 9  

6:00 P.M.  Mother/Daughter 
Banquet 

Reserve tickets now! 
 

Sunday, May 10  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MOTHER’S DAY 
9 A.M.  Sunday School  

10 A.M.  Worship 
11 A.M.  Fellowship Time 

 
Tuesday, May 12  

6-9:00 P.M.  Boy Scouts – FH 
 

Wednesday, May 13  
7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study 

in lounge 
 

Thursday, May 14  
Annual Conference 

Thurs-Sunday  
1:00 P.M.  Sarah Ruth Circle 

Hostess & Program:   
Ellen Collar 

5:30 P.M.  Cub Scouts 
 

Sunday, May 17  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

9 A.M.  Sunday School  
10 A.M.  Worship 

11 A.M.  Fellowship Time 
5:00 P.M.  Potluck & 

Presentation  
with Beatrice Gbanga 

 
Monday, May 18  

6:00 P.M.  Susannah Wesley 
Dinner outing, meet at the church 

 
 Tuesday, May 19  

6-9:00 P.M.  Boy Scouts – FH 
 
 



Wednesday, May 20  
7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study   

7:00 P.M.  Sisters Aglow Circle 
Hostess & Program: Mary Karr 

 
Sunday, May 24  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
ASCENSION SUNDAY 
MEMORIAL SUNDAY 

9 A.M.  Sunday School  
10 A.M.  Worship 

11 A.M.  Fellowship Time 
 

Monday, May 25  
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

Memorial Day Observed 
 

Tuesday, May 26  
6-9:00 P.M.  Boy Scouts – FH 

 
Wednesday, May 27  

7:00 P.M.  Adult Bible Study  
 

Thursday, May 28  
6:00 P.M.  Ann Arbor Liberia Task 
Force Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

sandwich & salad provided, 
RSVP by 5/18 to 

jnnagle@comcast.net  
or phone Nagle’s at home. 

 
Sunday, May 31  

PENTECOST 
9 A.M.  Sunday School  

10 A.M.  Worship 
11 A.M.  Fellowship Time 

 

 
 

WHAT’S GOIN’ ON? 
Habitat for Humanity 

Fundraiser on May 31st! 
Picnic Sack Lunches – 

 $5.00 each containing a 
sandwich, chips, cookie and 

apple 
See Laurie Williams for more 
details or to place an order. 
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May/June Designations  

Advance #11544A Jerusalem 
Infant Welfare Center- basic 
medical care for Palestinian 

Children 
Advance #15070A  

UMC Agricultural & Community 
Development/Rehabilitation 
Project – training for local 

farmers in appropriate 
technology to improve incomes 
and increase food production. 
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LOOK WHAT’S COMING UP! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missionary visit :  Please join us 
in May when Beatrice Gbanga will 
be visiting Milan and our church.�

Beatrice Gbanga is a nurse and 
United Methodist missionary in 
West Africa. Beatrice serves as the 
medical coordinator for both 
Liberia and Sierra Leone Annual 
Conferences. Liberia and Sierra 
Leone are now recovering from a 
decade of civil war which 
destroyed much of the 
infrastructure of both nations, 
including much of their medical 
system.�

Beatrice is extremely well qualified 
for this role. After earning her 
G.C.E. Level (General Certificate 
of Education) in 1967 from the 
Harford School for Girls in 
Freetown, she received an RN 
degree in 1972 from Grantham & 
Kesteven General Hospital in 
Grantham, England. She then 
received a master's degree in 
nursing in 1973 from the Leeds 
Maternity Hospital in Leeds, 
England (an outstanding teaching 
hospital). She later received a 
nurse tutor's diploma in 1989 from 
the Centre for Teachers of Health 
Sciences in Ibadan, Nigeria. In 
addition, she was certified in 
Advanced Health Leadership in 
1997 by Global Health Action in 
Atlanta, Georgia.�

�
Beatrice's other projects in Liberia 

include the following:�

·  Training volunteers to 
provide health care in rural 
villages. 
For a total of $2,000, 20 

people can be trained in 
first aid, maternity care, 
nutrition, etc., and then 
become the primary health 
care providers for their 
villages.�

·  Providing prosthetic legs 
to amputees. 
Many people lost legs 
during the decade of civil 
war in these nations. For 
$50, a prosthetic leg can 
be manufactured and the 
amputee trained to use it.�

·  HIV/AIDS awareness 
program.�

·  Substance abuse and 
violence prevention 
programs.�

·  Supervising work at Ganta 
Hospital and several 
clinics.�

After serving as the medical 
coordinator for the Liberia Annual 
Conference for a number of years, 
in July 2006 Beatrice moved to 
Sierra Leone and has initiated 
similar programs there while she 
continues to have responsibility for 
the programs in Liberia.�

For additional information or to join 
the Liberia team, contact Jim or 
Nancy Nagle co-chairs for 
international missions by phone 
734-439-2292 or 
jnnagle@comcast.net 

The Liberia Task Force is part of 
our mission focus.  Our partner 
church in Liberia is the Johnny 
White UMC in the Saint John River 
District of the United Methodist 
Church Liberia Annual 
Conference. 

In Africa, church 'cares  
for all' and grows 

By Phileas Jusu 

The United Methodist Church in 
Africa is growing in numbers; 
congregations in many African 
countries are increasing in strength. 

Statistics from The General Minutes 
of 1997 and 2007 provide the 
evidence. 

In 2005, 22 annual conferences in 
Africa reported 3,227,000 professing 
members and 5,900 churches. The 
membership count is up 160 percent 
from the 1,239,722 in 4,583 churches 
counted in 17 annual conferences in 
the mid-'90s. Even if one excludes the 
677,355 members in Cote d'Ivoire that 
became part of the church through 
action of the 2004 General 
Conference, the increase is 105 
percent. 

The growth of the church around the 
continent can be attributed to various 
factors, but the entry point for many 
people is ministries that offer hope 
and transform their lives by first 
addressing their health and social 
needs. 

Sierra Leone and Liberia are in the 
process of peace building after long 
periods of brutal civil conflicts. In 
both countries, the United Methodist 
presence is well established. More 
young people are joining the flock, 
mainly because of the medical, social 
and educational services the church is 
providing in their communities. The 
young folks believe The United 
Methodist Church's liberal policies 
offer potential for them to discover 
and use their talents. 

People in their mid-30s and older 
enter the church from other faith 
groups in communities where United 
Methodism provides essential services 
indiscriminately. They see United 
Methodists as a faith group with a 
humanitarian face. 



"We have witnessed cases of people 
who have been converted from other 
faith groups because, they say, 'United 
Methodists care for all,'" says Beatrice 
Gbanga, a missionary who serves as 
medical coordinator for the West 
Africa Central Conference. 
Communities are moved by church 
policy to provide health facilities and 
care for people whether or not they are 
Christians. 

Gbanga worked with the Liberia 
Annual Conference for six years as 
medical coordinator. She explains that 
United Methodist health programs in 
Liberia continued during the war and 
still contribute to the growth of the 
church there. 

The ministries include training 
Traditional Birth Attendants in Sierra 
Leone and Liberia who are responsible 
for 60 to 70 percent of the deliveries 
in remote parts of these countries 
where there are no hospitals. 

"These people are widely respected in 
their communities," Gbanga says. 
"Because they are respected in their 
communities, the impact of our work 
is seen through them and the 
communities in turn respect and 
appreciate The United Methodist 
Church." 

In Ganta, Liberia, the United 
Methodist hospital cares for 450,000 
people from 82 villages. The church 
also assisted people in communities 
around Ganta to build their own 
toilets. 

"It was like a partnership," Gbanga 
explains, "because the communities 
provided labor and other local 
materials. All we did was to give them 
roofing sheets; they saw us as giving 
them hope. Eventually I noticed that 
more and more people were coming to 
the church and feeling proud to be part 
of the number." 

The Rev. Sylvanus Chapman, 
superintendent of the Freetown 
District in the Sierra Leone 

Conference, attributes the growth in 
the number of United Methodist 
congregations to effective programs 
for children and youth such as camps. 
"Our women, too, have splendid 
programs that outsiders are attracted to 
and these are the people who make 
The United Methodist Church," she 
said. 

Gbanga agrees. Describing the Sunday 
services at the S.T. Nagbe United 
Methodist Church in Liberia, she says, 
"The number of young people who 
attended service was more than 60 
percent. They made it so lively that 
whether one liked it or not, you had to 
stand up and dance." 

The Rev. Joseph Wagner has worked 
in West Africa for more than 20 years 
with Operation Classroom and agrees 
that missions in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone have been very instrumental to 
the growth of United Methodism. 

Wagner tells of a boy who came from 
a Muslim school to Jaiama Secondary 
School, an Operation Classroom-
assisted school in eastern Sierra 
Leone. The boy at first did not like the 
time of devotion because no one got 
on their knees to pray and the Quran 
was not used, but he did like the 
music. He joined the school choir and 
then the church choir. He became a 
Christian and a United Methodist only 
because he had gone to that school. 

Chapman also believes that the 
denomination's "open-door policy" 
invites a lot of people from other faith 
groups. At Charles Davies Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Western 
Freetown, where Chapman is pastor in 
charge, the janitor, Thaimu Sesay, and 
his wife, Mariama Jalloh, were 
Muslims with strong Islamic 
backgrounds. In December they gave 
their lives to Christ and were baptized. 
Sesay says The United Methodist 
Church added meaning to his life. 
"They offered me a job even when I 
belonged to the Muslim faith." 

The United Methodist Church is also 
spreading into countries that have not 
had a United Methodist presence. 

Liberian United Methodists who fled 
into neighboring Guinea during the 

Liberian civil strife started churches 
there and took relief items across the 
border. The churches established in 
Guinea, through the leadership of then 
Liberian Bishop Arthur Kulah, 
continue to grow. There are now about 
20 preaching points in Guinea, 
supervised by the Rev. James Labala, 
district superintendent, as well as a 
school and clinic. 

The United Methodist Church's 
growth in Guinea is a breakthrough 
because more than 95 percent of the 
population is Muslim. The life of a 
convert to Christianity can be in 
serious danger from members of the 
family. Despite the challenge, The 
United Methodist Church in Guinea is 
growing. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Schedule of visits for  

Beatrice Gbanga in area 
 

May 3 
6:00 P.M.  Dundee UMC 

645 Franklin St. 
May 11 

7:30 P.M. 
UMW Meeting @ 

Saline UMC 
1200 N. Ann Arbor Rd. 

 

DO YOU HAVE OR KNOW OF 
A GRADUATE FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL OR COLLEGE TO 
BE LISTED IN THE JUNE 

NEWSLINE?  Please contact or 
email the church office soon! 

JUNE 
NEWSLINE DEADLINE IS 

MAY 15th! 

 
Children participate in Holy 
Communion at Reeves Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Liberia. 
Photo by Kathy Gilbert. 


