(603) 882-3361

154 Main Street, Nashua NH 03060

Mainstreeter

Main Street United Methodist Church

Vol. 142, No. 4 April 1, 2009

Gwen Purushotham ,
Pastor

Ministers: The People of
the Congregation

http://www.mainstreet -umc.org

Ham & Bean Supper
Joyful Shepherd's Meeting

First Vision and Master
Plan Session held!

Finance Committee
Monthly Update

UMW Annual Spring Fling
The Juggler

MSUMC Menos

So06 al

5 (FROM THE PASTOR )

2 On Saturday, March 14

" approximately 47 members of Main

Street United Methodist Church gathered for a time of what

3 John Wesley would call  holy conferencing , a means of grace
through which we confer in order
we make important decisions. The purpose of this confer-

4 ence was to begin a process of i

guidance in discerning and articulating a shared vision for the

5 future of Main Street UMC that will guide and direct our deci-
sions regarding leadership, staffing, mission, spiritual forma-
5 tion, worship, and the use of finances and property. There

were five goals for the meeting: to listen to what the Holy

Spirit is saying to us as a congregation; to describe the

on

Church Family Night & i Re churchés current communi cati
-creation Wanal 5 for the future of the church; to identify the most critical is-
. . sues; and to list next steps.
Heifer Project 8
i Il
Food Pantry Needs 8 To th"’_‘t end, groups Of_ SIX
participants engaged in R M.y iR
School Kits 8 individual reflection and UrposS —‘“@-'/g—
. . eai Drocess
H - table conversation using a Et“” th[ quidance
(S)rr::ricr: reat Hour o 8 series of exercises aimed In discerning on; G,F'I{'wwlahnj
g at helping us to hear what e R
F Troop News 9 God is saying through b
Scripture, through one Spicitual “hrmation, worship &N
Ham and Bean Suppers 9 another, and through our SRR
rrent circumstances.
UMW Layettes 9 current circumstances
Most of the morning was
What Children Have Been fo_cus_,ed on Ior_lg rgnge
Up to on 10 thinking. A brlef time was
Sunday Mornings devoted to hearing from
the trustees and finance
Vacation Bible School 10 committee about the current fiscal realities facing the congre-
gation including a $38,000 deficit budget for 2009 and an
Names To Remember 10 $11,000 shortfall in revenue at this point  to meet current ex-
penses.
Birthdays and 1
Anniversaries Care was taken that all the voices at the table be heard, that
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tening through silence and sharing. Much of the conversation
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took place in table groups with some reporting to the whole group from each table. Written
responses from individuals and table groups were collected at the end of each exercise. These
responses will be compiled, organized, and shared widely in order to provide a basis for deter-
mining how we will proceed toward articulating a shared vision that will guide our life and min-
istry as a congregation.

There are a number of ways that you can be involved:
§ Watch for the report that will be forthcoming which will summarize the responses and

outline next steps for moving forward.

§ Plan to attend future gatherings. Respond positively to invitations to be involved in the
visioning process.

§ Pray for Main Street UMC to be open to all the possibilities that God places before us.

§ Tend to the current financial challenges through generous giving as we focus on the fu-
ture.

Grace be with you!

Gwen Purushotham,

Pastor Ham and Bean Supper

Sat. April 4, 2009, 4:30 -7:00 PM
Remember é Adults $7.00

Seniors $6.50
Palm Sunday 8 April 5 Children 6 -12 $3.50

. _ Under 6 Free
9:15 Worship Service

10:45 Cantata Served family style
§ Ham and Beans

Easter Sunday & April 12
Potato Salad

Servicesat9:15& 11:00

8§

§ Cole Slaw
§ Pies

§

Beverage

Joyful Shepherd's Palm Sunday

6:00PM on April 5 in Chapel Future supper dates are:

1 May3
Come to the Choir Cantata in the morning and then
. . T Jun.7
share a favorite part of the Easter Message with us at
our meeting. This might be scripture or a picture or
story. We'll be sending Easter cards and greetings to
those we visit and like to acknowledge. If you have an
Easter goodie or small gift you'd like to share, feel free
to bring that as well or deliver it to someone you visit.
Healthy snacks would be welcome. We're hoping to
have guest speakers on May 3 meeting discussing
cerebral palsy. Ham & Bean

Supper
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First Vision and Master Plan Session held!

On Saturday, March 14th, the church held the first session in a series of sessions to help plan
for the c¢hur dédbgPastar Gwen, @ number of critical issues were brought up in-
cluding the current budget deficit, a desire for growth in active membership, improving com-
munication among all the different parts of the church organization and its congregation, a fo-

cus on increased and improved programs for youth, missions, and outreach, and interest in
having both traditional and contemporary services to attract a wider audience. Pastor Gwen
has asked that David Campbell head up a smaller committee to lead future sessions, compile

and analyze and communicate findings from each session, create and execute action plans to
address immediate, moderate, and long -term goals/needs, and put together unified vision or
master plan for the church, its members, its committees, and the

community at large can share and see the direction, plans, and

goals for the church over the next 10 years and beyond. David

plans to present the results of the meeting to the Church Council

at their meeting on Monday, March 23rd and would be happy to

leave spare copies in the vestry.

If you wish to assist in any way with the planning or want to at-

tend the next session, please contact Dave Campbell at 603 -493 -
1453 or david.l.campbell@comcast.net. David welcomes all
feedback, and looks forward to speaking with the congregation

and finding what calls them individually and as a group. Should

you have any questions, concerns, comments, or have anything
you would like to see the church and its congregation do, please
do not hesitate to contact Dave directly.

Thank you,

Dave

March 14 2 Vision and Planning Meeting




