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From The Pastor

Dear Livingston United Methodist Church Family,

Greetings to you in the Precious Name of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Advent is a time to prepare, wait and grow to-
gether as we journey towards Christmas. The Word
became flesh on Christmas. God dwelt among his
people through Jesus with grace and truth. During this
time of celebration, we need to birth Christ is our
hearts and bodies by love , and pure and sincere Rev. Anna Thomas
conscience, and thus bring the good news to the
lowly. On Christmas, God became human, and hu-
man became sharers in the divine nature. We possess the goodness and right-
eousness that the scriptures talk about, but only if we shape our lives according
to God’s Word.

God meets us in the most unexpected and unusual places and times. On
Christmas, God reveals himself by putting together things that had never been
put together before. A savior was born in a stable, during the census. Angels
were singing to shepherds, and the Eternal Word was wrapped in swaddling
clothes. We need to recognize these places and times so that we can worship
God truly and understand that he brings hope to us all.

During this time of Christmas, we have prepared many wonderful events and
worship experiences for you so that you may come to rediscover the joy of
Christmas this year. Come to experience Advent with us at our Friday Night Ser-
vices, see Christmas in the faces of the children on Pageant Sunday, put smiles
on faces as you sing carols to those during our Caroling Party, and experience
Christmas in your hearts at our candlelight service! As always, we encourage
you to bring any friends and family to be part of the festivities.

We Wish You All a Wonderful and Blessed Christmas and Happy and
Healthy New Year!

Love and Peace,
Pastor Anna, Sushil, and Joshua
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Pray for Peace

FRIDAY EVENING Services

Friday Night Services for the month of November
continued to be a spiritual success to all who attended! Again, group &

made for two blessed evenings of the celebration of life!
Thank-you to all who contributed to a wonderful expression of our
faith!

FOUR NEW MEMBERS

On November 5™, we celebrated the reception of FOUR NEW MEMBERS into our con-
gregation!

Mrs. Sarah Gima: Born in Borsad, Gujarat, India in 1912. Her father was an evangelist,
preaching Jesus from town to town on horseback. Her mother was a homemaker. Her
father passed away when she was a young girl. She spent most of her young life in
Christian boarding schools, attended a Teacher’s Training College and went on to be-
come a teacher by profession. She married Martin Gima, a businessman, and had a
daughter, Maxine, followed by three boys. Mrs. Gima has been in the USA since 1966
(widowed since 1969) and mostly lived with her children. She has helped raise her
seven grandchildren and three great- Grandchildren.
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Welcome to the Family.

Dr. Maxine Gima Asirvatham: Born eldest of four children to Mr. & Mrs. M.G. Gima in
1936, came to the US in 1963 after having completed her MD at Christian Medical Col-
lege Vellore, India. She practiced OB-GYN in the Oranges for over 35 years. She has
two children and one grandchild. Maxine has been a faithful addition to our church for
over 20 years.

Alan Chorun: Alan grew up attending St. Michael’s Roman Catholic Church in Netcong,
NJ. He went to Bible Studies with his high school friends, and in College joined the In-
ter Varsity Christian Fellowship. Alan is married and has a daughter who has been
with him often at the LUMC. He has run youth groups and various teen projects in the
Catholic Church and currently teaches 4™ grade Math in East Orange. He comes to us
from Trinity United Methodist Church in Highland Park where he had been a member
for the past 13 years.

Hillary Crute Johnson: Hillary also comes to us from the Trinity UMC in Highland Park,
NJ. Her first career was as an opera singer, and performed as the principal artist at
the Metropolitan Opera in NYC. A life long Methodist, Hillary served as the Director of
Music at Chatham UMC and Centenary UMC in Metuchen. She is currently working on
her Master of Divinity degree with the plan to enter full time parish ministry in the fu-
ture. She and her husband Reginald reside in Teaneck, NJ. She has 4 grown step chil-
dren, 6 grandchildren, and attends church with her niece, Nia Butler, and nephew, Ja-
mal Christopher Butler.

We Welcome ALL
of you to our Lumc Family!

Christmas Candlelight Service

On Christmas Eve, a special candlelight service is held annually to celebrate the Birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. The service will begin promptly at 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary. It will be an evening of candles, carols and scrip-
ture along with a host of wonderful music under the direction of Dr. Patrick Horan.

The Sanctuary will be blanketed with poinsettias, wreaths, and beautiful window treatments. The manger sits amidst

this entire display with a spirit that will match no other! There is no other way to feel the true holiday spirit of that night

that Christ was born as all lights turn down and only congregational candles are held for a festive round of carols as if
we were taken aback to Bethlehem so very long ago!

Don’t Miss It!
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Christmas Country Fair : A Success

The weather cooperated and by 10:00am our parking lot was full. We had a steady
stream of people come through the doors. The first arrivals were actually waiting by
the back door by around 8:00am, but had to wait patiently for the doors to open. With
all the great donations, there were lots of goodies to choose from and people were
leaving with arms laden.

There were lots of delectable goodies on the bake table, very few left for sale the day
after.

The cheese table sold all of the Cheddar, but we still have some Swiss cheese if any-
one would still like to buy some! Along side the cheese sale were our carrots (sold
out), and canned apple and treats. Hopefully, everyone got some yummy homemade
applesauce or pie filling for their Thanksgiving table.

The spectacular ‘Knock Your Socks Off’ luncheon had a great addition of meatball
sandwiches and, as usual, the chili was a hit and sold out early!

Some extra thanks go out to the Zachers who, once again, came back to set up and
man the White Elephant. Josh was a terrific elf helper and even Jason, with his bro-
ken arm, worked the day!

Thanks to EVERYONE who volunteered to put in their time and share in the work load!
It is a group effort and we can’t do it without everyone doing their share!

With everyone’s hard work, we netted OVvVer $2,700.00!

Dorothy Seguine
...AND MOST OF ALL, | BELIEVE, A GREAT, BIG CONGREGATIONAL THANK-YOU SHOULD GO TO DORO-
THY, NOT ONLY FOR HER COORDINATIONAL WORK IN SEEING THE FAIR THROUGH, BUT IN ALL OF THE

WORK THAT SHE DOES WITH HER QUILTING THROUGH-OUT THE YEAR TO ADD TO THE PRISCILLA CIR-
CLE’S CRAFT TABLES.THESE CRAFTS ARE A MAIN ATTRACTION EACH YEAR TO OUR FAIR! SO:

THANK-YOU DOROTHY, PRISCILLA CIRCLE, THANK-YOU ALL...

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

The Adult Bible Study meets each Tuesday morning at 10:00 AM in the
Chapel. The current theme is the Advent Season. The topics for December
are listed below:

December 5 The Virgin Mary

December 12 Joseph, Magi and Shepherds

December 19 NO MEETING

December 26 NO MEETING

January 2 Christianity and Hinduism

We hope to see you. As always, new faces and opinions are

always welcome, so please feel free to join us Tuesday mornings. If you have any questions, please
call me at 973-994-3045. Herb Hickman
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Dec 8 Glenn Klein

Dec 8 Egon Hoenig

Dec 10 Maxine Asirvatham
Dec 11 Michelle Bowen

Dec 21 Arlene Cruse

Dec 25 Bob Smith

Dec 16 C.B. & Michelle Bowen

Happy Birthday and Anniversaries

COFFEE HOUR
Nancy &YC Chang . "Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with
Egon & Betty Hoenig all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another

: . with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
Jeanette GI" & Joanne F"_edm_an with thankfulness in your hearts to God."
Eleanor Pichat & Karen Sinclair Colossians 3:16
Nancy & YC Chang

We are desperately in need of people who would be willing to help with the Coffee Hour. Please see Jeanette
Gill or call the church office if you can help.
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FRIDAY NIGHT ADVENT SERVICES

Discover the uplifting and uniting Fri-
day night worship experience for the
entire family at the Livingston United
Methodist Church. The theme for De-
cember is centered on the Advent
Season. We shall be coming together
to understand, discuss and prepare
for the coming of the Christ Child. Let
us come together in the spirit of
unity and understanding during this
holiday season in a relaxed, casual,
thought provoking and inspirational
style of worship. The service is held
in Fellowship Hall in café-style.
Snacks and beverages are provided
and all are encouraged to bring their
refreshments to their tables as they
enjoy the fellowship, discussion, and
contemporary and traditional music.

Take a break from all of the hustle
and bustle of the holiday prepara-
tions and devote some spiritual time
to the coming of Christ the King! Cer-

tainly a rousing round of holiday car-
ols will get us ALL in the TRUE SPIRIT

of CHRISTMAS!
Friday, DEC 8™, 7:30 pm
Friday, DEC 15%, 7:30 pm

Beginning in January, we
plan to discuss Buddhism,
Hinduism and the life of
Mahatma Gandhi. We are
fellow searchers who are

uncovering the buried
treasure in God’s Word
and discovering the pur-
pose and way to peace
that gives life meaning.
Please watch for dates in
upcoming bulletins or
January’s Crossroad.
Please join us!

Children’s Church School Pageant

The Church School will be
presenting their special
Christmas Pageant on
Sunday, December 17"
Please come to support

our Sunday
school! It will

be a special
day.

reconciled"

Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy
mild God and sinners

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CAROLING & PARTY

Be sure to mark your cal-
endars for the afternoon
of Sunday,
December 17™ for our An-
nual Christmas Caroling &
Party
Extravaganza! Everyone
meets in the front church
parking lot at
3:00pm sharp, forming a
caravan of cars that we
may carol our
Brains out for about 2

hours, singing at some
nursing homes,
And anywhere else that
people would like us to
sing!

At 5:00pm, ALL are invited
to THE PARSONAGE
where Dorothy
Seguine will have, once
again, and prepare a din-
ner (along with some In-
dian delicacies compli-

ments of Pastor Anna)! So
even if you cannot come
for the caroling, please
come for a GREAT dinner
and
WONDERFUL fellowship!
NOTE: Your only ticket to
dinner will be to bring a
DESSERT!
(or if you can’t, there al-
ways seems to be enough,
so JUST COME!
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MISSIONS FOR DECEMBER

In the front of the Sanctuary, you
will find a Christmas tree with long
tags hanging on it. This is for the
“Be an Angel” program held each
year by the Salvation Army in
Montclair. You are urged to take a
tag (or as many as you want) and
buy a toy appropriate for a child of
the age and gender listed on the tag.
DO NOT WRAP YOUR GIFT!
Bring the toy or item to church and
place it under the Christmas tree.
Needy families will go to the Salva-
tion Army the week before Christ-
mas where all the toys are displayed
and select appropriate items for
their children. These are children
who would not otherwise be receiv-

Church Finance

ing a gift for Christmas because of
their family’s inability to buy them
anything. It is through your gener-
osity that these children will be en-
joying Christmas despite their fi-
nancial needs. ALL TOYS MUST
BE AT THE CHURCH BY SUN-
DAY, DECEMBER 17". Many
thanks for your cooperation in mak-
ing it a joyous Christmas for these
children.

The canned good that we collected
for the needy at Thanksgiving were
very much appreciated. Weekday
Nursery and Child Care Center par-
ticipated with us in the collection of
non-perishable food. The food was
taken to the Community/Senior

Center for distribution. We gave
them three large laundry baskets
filled with all kinds of goodies.

Thank you for your
generous support to the
missions program!

Pat Pistolas

Slight improvement, pledge pay-
ment is now over $11,000 behind
schedule.

We have been deferring payments
of LUMC apportionment to the Con-
ference.

We have also been deferring ex-
penditure, when possible.
Since expenses are continuing,
please keep up with your pledge &
contributions.

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN

FOR 2007 (THE PONY EX-

PRESS)

The Finance Committee would
like to thank the members and
friends of our church for their tre-
mendous support in the just com-
pleted 2006 Stewardship Cam-
paign. The Administrative Council
approved $201,000 operating
budget for the year 2007. The
budget reflects a contribution of
$100,200 from our members and
friends through pledges and
fund-raising events. Our Week-
day Program will contribute

$95,200 while the
remaining $5,600 of
our revenue will be
transferred from the
interest generated
from the Margaret
Gardner Bequest on
an as needed basis.
The Finance Committee plans to
make a plea to the members and
friends to raise the remaining
$5,600 during 2007.

| would also like to thank all the
volunteers for the contribution of
their time toward the 2006 Stew-
ardship Campaign. May our stew-
ardship talents directed toward the
Church continue to grow.

God is the creator of all that we
are and have. God’s generosity
and the teaching of God’s Word will
guide us in our giving during this
Christmas Season. We are calling
on the members and friends to re-
spond with an additional contribu-
tion of $6,000 to our “Special
Needs Fund” for un-anticipated cur-

God is good all the
time.

rent year capital im-
provement projects
outlined by the Trus-
tees in the November
2006 Crossroad and
also to offset the short-
fall of over $11,000 for
the current year.

Y.C. Chang, Finance Committee
Chair
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A Christmas Message

| heard the Lord on Christmas Day;

These words to me He did say,
LIVINGSTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH
“Look for Me in the candle’s glow,

290 West Hobart Gap Road in the softly falling snow.
Livingston, NJ 07039
Phone:973 992 0640 See My joy in a child’s happy face;

973-992-2186
Email: Livumc@aol.com

Feel My love in a friend’s embrace.

See My hope in aging eyes,

Open Hearts Qpen Minds Qpen as Christmas lights within them rise.

Doors

My Hear My voice in the carols sung;

gentle peace as bells are rung.
http://www.ghgm-ume.

org/livingston In giving, loving, I'll be there,

All My goodness with you to share.”
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COUNT TEAMS

Dec 3 YC Chang & Jane Nemecek

Dec 10 Doug Tarr & Denise McDonald
Dec 17 Egon & Betty Hoenig

Dec 24 Gus & Pat Pistolas

Dec 31 Nancy Chang & Gordon Arnott




