
 

Trusteeõs Fall Work Day 

 
 The Annual Fall Get Ready for Winter Trustee    
   Work Day will be on Saturday, October 17th, beginning  
   at 9:00 a.m. We hope to continue the tradition of many  
   volunteers and much work accomplished for little or no  
   money. Please join us as we get ready for our  
   December visitors. 

 

Family Halloween Fun Fest  

 
 As in the past, we are planning a family Halloween  
   Fun Event for the last Sunday in October, the 25th,  
   from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. We encourage costumes, and  
   will have food and games to match the season. If we  
   can find a hay wagon (they are getting harder to find),  
   we  will have a hay ride. No matter what, we promise  
   great fun, so you and especially your children wonôt  
   want to miss it! 

 

Holy Communion and Swine Flu  

 
 In anticipation of a growing concern about swine flu, Rev. Finzer  
   checked with the Livingston County Health Department, asking them  

   about serving Holy Communion. They informed us that  
   there is almost no risk of passing it from person to  
   person using our intinction method of serving  
   communion. 
 

 They told us that shaking hands presented a much  
   greater risk of spreading the flu and suggested that we  
   make hand sanitizer available and encourage everyone to use it  
   when at church. So, to that end, we have bought hand sanitizer,  
   encourage you to use it at church and will continue to serve Holy  
   Communion by intinction, with individual elements available for any  
   who want to use them.  
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e Pastorõs Message f 
Radical Hospitality, Vision and Shared Values  
 
The sermons I preached the last two weeks in September set out two major 
thrusts for our congregation; thrust that I hope will be foundational to what we do for a long 
time to come. One had to do with radical hospitality and the other had to do with vision and 
core values. 
 
Radical Hospitality  
 
We are a friendly, welcoming, hospitable church. My sermon made the case that if we could 
ñkick it up a notch or twoò it would significantly help us in living our mission to ñhelp people 
find, experience and share Godôs love through Christò.  I said that some visitors are coming to 
our church in December and we should be doing some things in October and November so 
that we will be more ready for them when they arrive. Our small groups have spent an eve-
ning talking about this and getting excited about some of the things that we might do.  
 
The key event in this process will be a meeting at Shyrl Coneôs home (3569 Avon in the heart 
of Hartland) on Saturday morning, October 3

rd
 at 10:30 AM. This meeting will not only con-

tinue the conversation, but also begin to formulate some ñfirst stepsò that we can take to move 
from a friendly church to one where radical hospitality is a part of our DNA. If you want to be a 
part of the lifeblood of our church, if you are really interested in impacting our future, I strongly 
encourage you to be at Shyrlôs on Saturday morning. If you are interested, but canôt make that 
gathering, talk with Shyrl (810-623-3627), so you can be a part of the process. 
 
Vision and Core Values  
 
My sermon centered on Proverbs 29:18, ñWhere there is no vision the people perish.ò I think 
that also extends to churches. Where there is no vision, churches perish. The good news is 
that many pastors provide their churches with a good working vision to move them forward 
and keep them from perishing. The bad news is that pastors die, retire or get appointed 
somewhere else and since the churches donôt have a viable vision of their own (because the 
pastor always provided it) they are a great risk. The last time this happened to Hartland UMC, 
you lost half your worship attendance and you certainly would perish if it happened again. 
 
Bottom line, the church, not just the pastor, needs a vision of where they are going. To that 
end I am setting up a process that will enable you, the church, to build your vision of your  
future. I will assemble a working group, that we will call the Joel Team, that needs to meet 
only three times in the next months. First we will develop a list of possible core values for our 
church. Then using ballot -like instruments we will ask you the church to chose our most cher-
ished core values. Second, the working group will cast a vision of what the future might look 
like if we focus and grow together around what we value most. Thirdly, the group will suggest 
some possible strategies to move us toward our vision of the future.  
 
         -Reverend Finzer 
 

2 



 

Calendar of Events  

 

Meetings for October, 2009  
Thursday, October 1: United Methodist Women, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, October 5: Worship Committee, 7:00 p.m.  
Thursday, October 8: Staff/Pastor Parish Relations, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday,  October 12:  Board of Trustees,  7:00 p.m.  
Thursday, October 15: Administrative Council,  7:00 p.m.  
Sunday, October 18: United Methodist Men, 8:00 a.m.  
Monday, October 26: Youth and Childrenôs Ministries, 7:00 p.m. 

 

      Upcoming Events  

 

     Every Sunday: 
     Small Groups at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Every Tuesday: 
    Small Groups at 7:00 p.m.     
 
    Every Wednesday: 
    Alcoholics Anonymous at 7:30 p.m. 
    Boy Scouts at 7:00 p.m. 
 
    Every Saturday: 
    Alcoholics Anonymous at 10:00 a.m. 
 
    Saturday, October 10: 
    Genesis Adult Fellowship Group  at 6:00 p.m. at Bruce & Janice Wrightôs 
 
    Sunday, October 11: 
    C.R.O.P. Walk at 2:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, Howell 
 
    Saturday, October 17: 
    Fall Get Ready for Winter Clean Up at 9:00 a.m. 
    U.M.W. have tea and lunch at 12 noon at Tyme Well Spent 
 
    Sunday, October 18: 
    Soup Lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
 
    Sunday, October 25: 
    Family Halloween Fun Fest , 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
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Special Dates  

 

Anniversaries:  

 

   

 

 

 

 

Ushers: 
  
       4 -  Bill and Georgina Palmer 
     11 -  Bill and Georgina Palmer 
     18 -  The Sill/Poelker Family 
     25 -  The Sill/Poelker Family 
      
  
             

Note:  We would like to include every-
one, so if we have missed your birth-
day or anniversary please let the 
church  office know A.S.A.P.! 

 

      October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month   
 

 Team Another Day is participating in the worship service October 18
th
  

   to raise awareness of the disease of breast cancer. Since the 1940ôs the  
   incidence of breast cancer has raised 1% per year. In the United States,  
   192,370 new cases of invasive breast cancer will be diagnosed. With  
   current research, the mortality rates are half of what they were in 1970. Meet the team  
   members that will be walking in the Susan G. Komen 3-day Walk for a Cure in August and  
   the people that are helping to support the fund-raising effort. Each walker must raise  
   $2,300 to participate. 
 
 Join us after church for a soup lunch for our first activity to support the group. See  
   you there! 
  

 

Birthdays:  
 
     3 - Debbie Taylor 
     6 - Colette Voight 
   14 - Laura Walker 
   16 - Brian Holmes 
   21 - Marty Hansen 
   25 - Patrick Walker 
   26 - Keith Voight 
   27 - Wesley Campbell 
   30 - Mike Kenel 

31 - Colleen Breniser    
       

  10,1987 - Mike & Terri Preiss 
  20,2001 - Jim & Mary Jo Malott 
  27,1973 - Mark & Cheryl Sorg 
  29, 2004 - Dan & Debbie Taylor 
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  CROP Hunger Walk  
 
 
    Sunday, October 11, 2009                         2:00 p.m. Walk  
    1:30 p.m. Registration              First Presbyterian Church ðHowell  
 
 Our church will again participate in the Howell Area CROP Hunger Walk. We 
had a very successful year last year, our church had 31 walkers and raised $2,600.00. 
The walk had a total of 144 walkers and raised $14, 438.00. 
 
 CROP Hunger Walks are held across the United States and raise money for the 
Church World Service (CWS) to provide food, medical care, disaster relief and self-
help development efforts for people across the world. Twenty five percent of the 
money raised I our walk is given to tow local agencies in Livingston County: The Sal-
vation Army and The Gleaners Food Bank. 
 
 So, plan to Walk with your family, neighbors, friends and the world to help stop 
hunger. You can walk 5 miles or 1 mile. The walking route takes you through down-
town Howell. 
 
 To get started collecting money for the CROP Walk see Lois Finzer, Sandy 
McPherson or Marty Hansen to sign up and to obtain a donation envelope before or 
after the worship services, starting September 13th. 
 
 Letôs have a church wide effort behind this worthwhile event. Our goal is to have 
at least 50 walkers raising at least $3,500.00. If you cannot walk, please donate 
money to someone who is walking. Also, all of us can pray for the success of this min-
istry.  
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   Walk Around The World  
 
 The church is up and walking. As part of the program to train for  
   the breast Cancer Walk the church is logging the miles people walk,  
   run, bike, or swim to see if we can go around the world in one year.  
 So far, we have gone 1692 miles. This has placed us in  
   Slovenia. Check out the map on the bulletin board. We will soon be in  
   the Middle East. Keep up the good work and keep moving. 

     Freshening Up The Sanctuary  

 
 The Board of Trustees would like to form a sub committee to look at  
   freshening up the  sanctuary. We would like to populate this committee with  
   any and all who have a passion for how our sanctuary looks. The Trustees  
   Are especially looking for folks with interior decorating, design or artistic  
   talents. Please contact Trustee Chairperson Bill Palmer at 517-540-9984 or  
   on his cell 248- 563-9669. 

 

Genesis Adult Fellowship Group    
 
 The Genesis Adult Fellowship Group is for the adults of the  
   Hartland UMCï providing an opportunity to fellowship with the people  
   you go to church with on Sunday morning.  
  There will be a potluck dinner on Saturday, October 10th, 6:00  

   p.m., at the home of Bruce and Janice Wright, 1565 Shoreline Drive,  
   Hartland, 810-632-7284.  
 Also, at this gathering, we will plan our upcoming year. A Progressive  
   Dinner will be on Saturday, December 5. Please bring your ideas for  
   activities that we can do! 
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 Scrip News  
  
 
We now carry Subway $10 cards  with the many other immediate sale 
cards that are offered. Stop by on Sunday and check out what is avail-

able! 
 
Your participation has resulted in the HUMC Scrip Program raising over $7,521.00 

since it was started in March, 2006. Last year over $1,903 was raised and so far in 
2009, over $875.00 has gone into our churchôs general fund. These totals are based 
on an average of only 6 families participating each week! 

 
Stop by the Scrip Table  on Sunday morning and check out what we have to offer! 

The Scrip Table is located in Armstrong Hall.  
 
Thank you for supporting your HUMC Scrip Program! 
 
         ð HUMC Scrip Committee 

 
 Receiving New Members in October  

 
 In late September and early October, those of you who are considering taking  
   the next stop in your faith journey and becoming a member of our church, will have  
   an opportunity to act on your faith. We will be receiving new members on Sunday,  

               October 11th.  
 
 In preparation for formally joining in our fellowship, we would like you to attend two  
   preparatory sessions, both at 3:00 p.m. on the two preceding Sunday afternoons,  
   September 27th and October 4th. These sessions will let us get to know you a little bit  
   better as well as talk about what it means to be a United Methodist and a member of our  
   church. 
 
 Chat with Rev. Finzer if you have any questions and use the sign up sheet on the  
   bulletin board to show your attendance. 

 


