
purpose of engaging others at their 

deepest need. 

Therefore, in this season of Church 

Conference and preparing for Christ‘s 

coming, our goal for 2010 is to CON-

NECT.   Through worship we will seek 

connection to God through Christ.   

Through our nurturing of the congre-

gation we will seek to connect to each 

other through study, prayer, fellowship 

and care.   Through outreach we will 

connect with our neighbor by serving 

and sharing our faith.   We will live for 

NOW. 

N– Nurture 

O-Outreach 

W-Worship 

I pray that our oil supply is over-

stocked by God‘s grace, our vines are 

pruned by the Master Gardener, our 

hearts refined like pure gold, so that 

we may be led by the Spirit on this day 

and the next.   May the Eternal God 

keep you.    Peace, Laura 

I was asked recently, how are 

we to prepare for Christ‘s 

Coming Again.  Though Advent 

is weeks away, I‘m not talking 

about getting ready for Christ-

mas celebration.   I‘m address-

ing the promise of Christ‘s 

return.   I intentionally use the 

words ‗Coming Again‘.  First, 

because it echoes the procla-
mation in our Communion 

liturgy – Christ has died, Christ 

has risen, Christ will come 

again.  Second, I say ‗coming 

again‘ because it is an open 

statement that allows for 

Christ to transcend the NOW.   

Since my seminary days, I‘ve 

held the perspective that we 

are living in the end times much 

like the first Christians.   We 

are waiting expectantly for 

Christ to return just as the 

angels proclaimed at his ascen-

sion in Acts 1:11, ―he will come 

back in the same way you have 

seen him go into heaven.‖   

Living in the end times is our 

NOW.   We are called to live 

in a position of readiness to see 

Jesus in every moment.    Jesus 

told us that even he did not 

know the day and hour, only the 

Father knows.    The Greek 

words that most often refer to 

Second Coming are: (1) parousia, 

translated as presence, coming, or 

arrival (1 Thessalonians 4:15; 2 

Thessalonians 2:8); and (2) epiph-

any, translated as manifestation or 

revealing.    In light of these defi-
nitions I look at God as tran-

scending all time and Christ‘s 

coming again as a continual re-

turning and interacting with us.   

My professor, Dr. Mallard, taught 

of the kingdom already here and 

the kingdom not yet revealed.   I 

believe the NOW, the end times 

are caught up between the al-

ready and the not yet. 

So back to the question:  How 

are we to prepare for Christ‘s 

coming?   According to his dia-

logue with the disciples, he will 

be among us in the lives of those 

who are naked, imprisoned, and 

hungry.   I will add; Jesus will be 

coming to us in the lives of those 

who have the deepest needs.   

The whole reason a church exist 

is to organize believers for the 

NOW 
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Imagine No Malaria is the United 
Methodist church-wide effort to 
overcome malaria in Africa and 
eliminate deaths caused by this 
preventable diseaseða goal world 
leaders hope to accomplish by 
2015. 

Our efforts may have started with 
sending nets, but they do not stop 
there. In addition to preventing 
malaria with bed nets, eliminating 
deaths caused by this disease will 

require educating communities and 
health care workers, developing 
health care infrastructure and mak-
ing advancements in health care 
communications. Imagine No Ma-
laria will create a stronger and 
more broad-based community 
health infrastructure to help The 
United Methodist Church in the fight 
against diseases of poverty. Noth-
ing But Nets remains a key com-
ponent of the campaign against 
malaria. 

Every 30 seconds, a child in Af-

rica dies of malaria. 

Africa is particularly hard hit be-
cause it is home to the species of 
mosquito that is the most efficient 
transmitter of the disease. Yet ma-
laria is a disease that is both pre-
ventable and treatable. Insecticide 
treated bed nets, anti-malarial 
medications and health education 
can effectively control the spread of 
malaria and save millions of lives. 

Imagine No Malaria 



Due to the LOGOS Ministry being 

held on Wednesday nights we will 

hold off on having the Family 

Night Suppers until the month of 

December.   

At that time we will have a great 

end of year supper and we hope to 

see you all there.   

If you would like to the hosts for 

the supper in December please call 

the office to make arrangements.   

Thank you.                                                               

Dear Friends, 

 

Christmas, a time for giving, will 

soon be here  Last year, with your 

help in donations of food and money 

Goliad County Outreach put to-

gether food basket and handed a 

basket to each of over 175 needy 

families at Christmas time.  Again 

this year, we are asking for your 

help.  Canned vegetables, fruits, 

meats, and basic foods such as flour, 

cornmeal, cereals and pastas are 

desired.  

 

Today, eight-month-old Jacob and 

Abigail are happy babies living with 

their new parents in Boerne, Texas. 

She urges other couples who are 

thinking about adoption to look at the 

big picture and have faith that God 

has a special plan in store for every-

one. 

As a student at the Southwest Center 

for Higher Independence, Michael 

Borbonus is happy with the way 

things have gone for him over the last 

18 months. Michael enrolled in SCHI 

so he could learn to live independ-

ently                         (continued on page 3.) 

A little on what Methodist Mission 

Home does...... 

Jaime and Yolanda Flores wanted a 

big family. Yolanda, however, could 

not have children. They chose 

MMH to help them adopt a child 

they would love for a lifetime. òOur 

ultimate goal was to have a child,ó 

Yolanda said. òWe thought we 

would take a leap of faith and knew 

that God would guard our hearts. It 

ended up being the best thing we 

could have ever done.ó At the end of 

their adoption journey, Jaime and 

Yolanda were blessed with twins. 

Family Night Supper               Goliad County Outreach, donations needed                            

Special Offerings.......  

Southwest Texas Conference Happenings......       Bible Study Classes  

150th Anniversary Celebration 

of the Southwest Texas Con-

ference will be held in Goliad 
on Saturday, November 14th at 
the Memorial Auditorium.  The 
day will begin at 11:30am and 
conclude at 3:00pm. The Bar-B-
Que lunch is $10.00 per person 
and children 12 years and under 

are free.  RSVP deadline is No-
vember 1st. 

Page 2  November News 

All items or money you wish to 

donate need to be received by Fri-

day, December 11th in order to 

prepare the food baskets for deliv-

ery to the needy families in our 

community.  If you would like to 

be a volunteer, or if you have 

questions about our receiving 

schedule, please call Jeanette 

Bluntzer at 361-645-2850.  Cash 

donations may be sent to: 

  

 Goliad County Outreach 

 P O Box 1314 

 Goliad, TX 77963 

November 1, LYDIA-National 

Advance 

 

 

November 29, United Methodist 

Student Sunday 

 

 

December 6th, Methodist Mis-

sion Home 

A Spiritual Retreat..... 

òA Day at the Seaó, will be held 
Friday and Saturday, November 
20th and 21st. Registration dead-
line is November 9th. If you are 
interested in attending please talk 
to Pastor Laura about fees and 

lodging. 

Please remember we are having 

menõs and womenõs Bible study 

every Tuesday night from 7:00pm-

8:00pm.   

The Womenõs Bible Study is lead 

by Teresa Childress.   

The Menõs Bible Study is lead by 

Norm Fleeman. 

Anyone that is interested in at-

tending is greatly welcomed.  

Nursery care is available.   



 and work towards getting a òdream 

jobó in the future. At an early age, 

Michael was diagnosed with Asper-

ger's syndrome. Because of this devel-

opment disorder, he says it is some-

times hard for him to understand cer-

tain words and finds it difficult to 

memorize things. Before coming to 

SCHI, he admits he never had to 

wash his own clothes, cook for him-

self, 

 budget his money, or clean his own 

room like he does now. òNow Iõm  

More mature and know whatõs more 

important.  Iõm making plans for my 

life.ó 

(Continued from page 2) 

You are invited to an Emmaus Music 

Workshop!!  Saturday, November 7th 

at 10:00 am at the First Presbyterian 

Church at 2408 North Navarro Street, 

Victoria.  It is being sponsored by 

Crossroads Emmaus Fourth Day 

Group. 

For any additional information please 

contact them by email at   

zeplinwj@suddenlink.net or by phone 

at 361-649-2157 

Special Offerings, cont.         

Music Workshop                                                               Cookies Needed for 150th 

Vital Signs  

Election of New Leaders:  

The Church Council took 

action to elect Matt Bochat as 

Council Chair and Kevin Bego 

as Trustee Chairperson. 

 

The Treasurerõs Report:  

We have begun the year with a 

healthy $15,000+ in the check-

ing account.   Expenses are 
within expectation.   More 

information about first month‘s 

income will be available at the 

end of January. 
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New Building-$2050 

Apportionments pd.ñ 83% 

 Building Loan Balanceñ$84,965 

Service 

Around the church:  Thank you 

to all the Pumpkin Patch volun-

teers that made the event a suc-

cess.  We couldnõt have done it 

without you! 

Thanks to Anna White for the 
new church website address.  

Prayers 

God has sent rain and refreshed our 

souls. May God keep us in health 

during the flu season. 

Presence: Worship  

Average Participants in October:  55                                   

Financial Gifts October 

Income General-$ 14,876 

Rail Offeringñ$56 

Restricted Giftsñ$4193 

You can now visit us on the 
world wide web at 
www.fumcgoliad.org.  Thanks 
again Anna!!         

Please help us welcome Carolyn 
Johnson who is our temporary 
custodian while Irene is away. 

Around the neighborhood:   

If you spot a ôgood neighborõ deed 

let Pastor Laura know.   

Thank you for serving Christ. 

Your prayers, contributions and 

volunteers are appreciated.  We 

do not receive apportionments. 

Church offerings and individual 

gifts cover 30 percent of our an-

nual operating budget. Thank 

you for keeping MMH in your 

heart.  For more information on 

the services MMH provides call 

696-2410 x114 or toll free to 

(800) 842-5433. You can also e-

mail Development Director 

C a t h y  W a l k e r  a t 

cathy@mmhome.org. Thank you 

for being a supportive church. 

 

United Methodist Student Day 

awards scholarships and loans to 

people across the United States-

maybe even someone you know!  

Like many things, college costs con-

tinue to rise. Thanks to United 

Methodist Student Day, people in 

your annual conference ð perhaps 

even members of your familyñhave 

a chance to attain higher education. 

Students attending United Method-

ist and other accredited colleges and 

universities receive scholarships and 

loans. Participating annual confer-

ences receive 10 percent of the offer-

ing for merit-scholarship awards to 

students of their choosing. 

We are anticipating a crowd of 300 

people for the 150th Celebration 

on Nov 14th.   We have been asked 

along with other churches to pro-

vide cookies for the dessert.   

Please let Pastor Laura know if you 

are able to provide 2 dozen cookies 

or more.   Cookies can be deliv-

ered to the church or brought to 

Goliad Auditorium the day of the 

event. 

 

 

mailto:cathy@mmhome.org


134 W. Pearl St 

P.O. Box 1223 

Goliad, Texas 77963 
 
 

Phone:  

361-645-2546 

 

E-mail: 

fumcgoliad@sbcglobal.net 

FIRST UNITED 

METHODIST 

CHURCH OF 

GOLIAD 

One in Christ, Sharing Godõs Love for All 

Check us out....We have 

a new web address..... 

www.fumcgoliad.org 

Calendar Highlights 

Tuesdays  

           *Women‘s Bible Study 7:00pm 

Wednesdays 

            *LOGOS   4:00pm 

Thursdays 

            Cub Scout Den Meetings                       4:00pm, 6:30pm, 7:00pm 

Every Sunday  

            *Sunday School 9:15am                          Choir Practice    6:00pm 

 

November 1 LYDIA-National Advance, Special Offering 

November 2 SPRC meeting                                                     5:30pm 

November 14 150th Anniversary Celebration                           11:30am 

November 15 Church Conference                                        5:00pm 

November 22 Community Thanksgiving Service                  6:00pm 

November 26 Thanksgiving Day 

November 29 United Methodist Student Sunday, Special Offering 

December 6 Methodist Mission Home, Special Offering 

*Nursery Care Provided 

Other Useful Links 
 

www.rethinkchurch.org 

www.interpretermagazine.org 

www.umc.org 

www.d365.org 

 

 OFFICE HOURS 

Mon and Thurs      9am-4pm 

closed 12pm-1pm for lunch 

Tues and Wed   (in and out) 

Friday           Office Closed 

      

Please knock if you only see one ve-

hicle in the parking lot. 

Pastoral appointments are available by 
request: 361.920.0654 

Please remember the deadlines for getting your 

news or information in for the weekly bulletins 

and the monthly newsletters!  The bulletin in-

formation needs to be in by noon on each 

Thursday.  The newsletter information needs to 

be in by noon the 3rd Thursday of each month.   

You can email, mail or call it in to the Church 

office.   

Thank you all for your cooperation!! 

  Office Deadlines 

Cub Corner 

The cub scouts are officially meeting in their dens.   We have a den of Tigers (1st grd.), 

Wolves (2nd grd.), Bears (3rd grd.), and Webelos (4th-5th grds.)    On October 24th, the pack 

sold popcorn outside the Dollar General which helps with funding for pack projects and supply 

needs.   The boys are already working on activity badges in the areas Sports, Citizenship, and 

Family 

Cub Scout Words to Live By    

Cub Scout Motto — Do Your Best 

Cub Scout Promise — I, [name], promise to do my best, to do my duty to God and my 

country, to help other people, and to obey the law of the pack. 

Law of the Pack — The Cub Scout follows Akela (good leader).  The Cub Scout helps the 

pack go.  The pack helps the Cub Scout grow.  The Cub Scout gives goodwill. 



HEREõS TO EVERYONE HAVING A SAFE AND 

BLESSED THANKSGIVING!!! 

Care of Members 

One of the task of a Church Conference is to receive an annual membership audit.   According to paragraph 228 in the 2008 Dis-

cipline of the UMC, we are to be actively caring for the membership as well as living out our baptismal covenant to participate in 

the life of the church.  Below is an excerpt from the Discipline regarding the process of auditing the membership.   Membership 

total is not part of our current SWTX apportionment formula so auditing the membership role is primarily a way in which we can 

assess our connectedness and manage our records.    On November 15th, we will be reading the following list of names for a 

second time.   If you have any information regarding these folks please contact the office so Janie can update contact information 

and records.   Names read in 2008:  RJ Durda, David Simmons Jr., Karen Ploetz, Rene Ortiz, John Stanley Earl, Dana Floerke, 

Janice Hudnall, Lisa Floerke, Brian Craven, Paul Swoap, Sarah Floreke, David McGrew, Missy Morrison, Kristin Cabrera, Ida Butler, 

Chance Bannahan, David King, Russell Hudnall, Nanette McKay, Tim Hammer, Carol Schaake, Carol Wood, Patrick Tollett. 

 

¶ 228. 1. The local church shall endeavor to enlist each member in activities for spiritual growth and in participation in the services and minis-

tries of the Church and its organizations. It shall be the duty of the pastor and of the members of the church council by regular visitation, care, 

and spiritual oversight to provide necessary activities and opportunities for spiritual growth through individual and family worship and individual 

and group study to connect faith and daily living, and continually to aid the members to keep their vows to uphold the Church by attendance, 

prayers, gifts, and service. The Church has a moral and spiritual obligation to nurture its nonparticipating and indifferent members and to lead 

them into an active church relationship. 

2. Care of Members - a) The pastor in cooperation with the church council may arrange the membership in groups—with a leader for each 

group—designed to involve the membership of the Church in its ministry to the community. These groups shall be of such size, usually not lar-
ger than eight or ten families, as to be convenient and effective for service. Such groups may be especially helpful in evangelistic outreach by 

contacting newcomers and unreached persons, by visitation, by mobilizing neighbors to meet social issues in the community, by responding to 

personal and family crises, by holding prayer meetings in the homes, by distributing Christian literature, and by other means. Nonresident mem-

bers should constitute a special group to be served by correspondence. The groups shall be formed and the leaders appointed by the church 

council upon recommendation of the pastor. 

b) While primary responsibility and initiative rests with each professing member to faithfully perform the vows of the baptismal covenant that 

have been solemnly assumed, if the member should be neglectful of that responsibility, these procedures shall be followed: 

(1) If a professing member residing in the community is negligent of the vows or is regularly absent from the worship of the church without valid 

reason, the pastor and the membership secretary shall report that member‘s name to the church council, which shall do all in its power to re-

enlist the member in the active fellowship of  the church. It shall visit the member and make clear that, while the member‘s name is on the roll 

of a particular local church, one is a member of The United Methodist Church as a whole, and that, since the member is not attending the 

church where enrolled, the member is requested to do one of four things: (a) reaffirm the baptismal vows and return to living in the community 

of the baptismal covenant in the church where the member‘s name is recorded, (b) request transfer to another United Methodist church where 

the member will return to living in the community of the baptismal covenant (see ¶ 239), 

(c) arrange transfer to a particular church of another denomination (see ¶ 240), or (d) request withdrawal. If the member does not comply with 



any of the available alternatives over a period of two years, the member‘s name may be removed. (See § [4].) 

(2) If a professing member whose address is known is residing outside the community and is not participating in the worship or activity of the 

church, the directives to encourage a transfer of the member shall be followed each year until that member joins another church or requests in 

writing that the name be removed from the roll of professing members; provided, however, that if after two years the council has not been able 

to relate that member to the church at the new place of residence, the name may be removed from the roll of members by the procedure of § 

(4) below. 

(3) If the address  of a professing member is no longer known to the pastor, the membership secretary and the evangelism ministry group chair-

person shall make every effort to locate the member. If the member can be located, the directives of either § (1) or § (2) above shall be followed, 

but if after two years of such efforts the address is still unknown, the member‘s name may be removed from the roll of members by the proce-

dure of§ (4) below. 

(4) If the directives of §§ (1), (2), or (3) above have been followed for the specified number of years without success, the member‘s name may be 

removed as a professing member by vote of the charge conference on recommendation of the pastor and the evangelism ministry chairperson, 

each name being considered individually, provided that the member‘s name shall have been entered in the minutes of the annual charge confer-

ence for two consecutive years. On the membership record there shall be entered after the name: ―Removed by Charge Conference Action‖; 

and if the action is on the basis of § (3), there shall be added: ―Reason: Address Unknown.‖ The record shall be retained4 in order that upon reaf-

firmation of the baptismal covenant the person may be restored as a member. Should a transfer of membership be requested, the pastor may, 

after consultation with the person, issue the certificate of transfer.  


