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 Praise the Lord!  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 
13:8).  Additionally, Jesus told us that if we have seen him, then we have seen the Father 
because he and the Father are one (John 10:30 & 14:11).  By reason of deduction, God – 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  This is the God we love.  This 
is the God we worship.  This is the God we serve.  God is unchanging when our world and our lives are 
constantly developing and adapting to new situations and realities.  This is Good News! 

This summer my family and I visited the Thomas Wolfe Memorial in Asheville.  The “Old  
Kentucky Home” was his mother’s boarding house and Wolfe’s childhood home.  It was also the 
vaguely disguised setting (Dixieland) of his autobiographical novel Look Homeward Angel.  This classic 
book received rave reviews in 1929.  However, it angered Wolfe’s family and friends as well as other 
citizens in Asheville due to his depictions of them as characters in his novel, leading it to be banned from 
the Asheville library.  Wolfe rarely returned to Asheville for fear of the public displeasure and wrote 
another autobiographical novel entitled You Can’t Go Home Again that was published posthumously in 
1940. 

Through his writing, Wolfe burned bridges that separated him from his hometown, family, and 
friends.  It is a common experience of many people that causes pain and heartache.  Yet, bridges can be 
rebuilt.  It is hard work and takes time, but it is possible.  Our Lord teaches us about forgiveness and 
reconciliation, illustrating it with The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32).  The father’s     
youngest son burned some bridges by asking for his inheritance and setting out to find his own way in a 
far off land.  He received his portion of the property, so he technically no longer had a home in his 
hometown.  It caused animosity between him and his older brother and he feared his father’s rejection 
when his inheritance was gone and wanted to go back home.  Jesus shows us an example of God the  
Father’s love for us in the portrayal of the parable’s father.  The father welcomes his son back by running 
out to meet him, cloaks him with his finest robe, bestows a costly ring on his finger, and throws the   
celebration of the year because his wayward son has come home. 

We are called to replicate his practice of hospitality as the Lord’s people.  The Apostle Paul 
reminds us that we have been given a ministry of reconciliation (2nd Corinthians 5:18-20).  We need to 
seek out those who have gone their own way, possibly burned bridges, and welcome them back into our 
family and fellowship.  Our Baptismal Covenant, in which we incorporate new members into our     
community of faith, promises that “We will surround [each other] with a community of love and        
forgiveness, that they may grow in their trust of God.” 

I remember a couple of other difficult homecomings I have experienced.  I have returned to my 
home church several times – to preach, to attend a funeral, to worship with family.  It felt awkward.  
Many new faces replaced faces that had departed.  It was not as I remembered which I had probably  
romanticized.  Writer John Steinbeck agreed with Thomas Wolfe in saying, “You can't go home again 
because home has ceased to exist except in the mothballs of memory.”   

Those words pretty well summed up my experience until I began returning to Camp Tekoa.  My 
first trip back to Camp Tekoa was miserable.  It was awkward.  Many new faces replaced faces that had 
departed.  Many of the programs had changed.  New ones added and others eliminated.  The same was 
true for the buildings.  It was not as I remembered.  But I continued to return.  Eventually new           
relationships formed.  I grew appreciation for the changes to make the ministry more effective.  And 
soon new memories were melding with the old ones.  My memory had to experience reconciliation after 
having been separated for a number of seasons.  The awkwardness healed.  Life was resumed to the   
fullest. 
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I look forward to seeing each one of you at Homecoming at First Church on September 27th whether it is joyous or awkward, 
scary or exciting, normal or extraordinary.  I pray that each one who walks through the door will experience the same kind of radical    
hospitality that the father of the wayward son displayed.  First Church is a loving and open church.  One thing is certain: the same God – 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – is present and working within the church. 

 
Welcome Home, 
 
  
 Pastor Dan  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Great Commission Day is Saturday, October 
3rd.  Rain Date on the 10th. 
See insert for more information and how to help. 

September 2  6:30pm Youth Study 
 

September 6  2:00pm High Country  
     Praise Festival 
 

September 9  6:30pm Youth Study 
 

September 13  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

September 16  6:30pm Youth Study 
          

September 20  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

September 23  6:30pm Youth Study 
 

September 27  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

September 30  6:30pm Youth Study 

Valdese 
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Handbell News - I am truly excited about getting back 
into the groove with handbell rehearsals.  We have such a 
wonderful group of ringers and some exciting music to 
begin working on for the fall, Thanksgiving and       
Christmas.   Our rehearsals will remain at 7pm on      
Tuesday evenings.  I am sad to have to say goodbye to 
Sandy Terrell.  She has played for several years now and 
has certainly been a valuable part of our group.  I hope she 
will want to come back at some point in time and we will 
find a place for you, Sandy!  I am also happy to welcome 
John Kiser who will be taking over in that spot.  You see, 
men, playing handbells is an okay thing for you to do, just 
as singing in the choir, playing with the Praise Band, 
etc.  I understand from Linda Johnson that her son, Bruce, 
played with the handbells years ago so we are happy you 
are keeping it "all in the family".  Also, welcome back to 
Janet Colton.  Janet's work often keeps her from           
participating in handbells but, for now, she is back - we 
hope for a long time!  We have some really nice music to 
begin working on and my hope is that, whenever we play, 
it will enhance your worship experience and you will feel 
that you have heard the voice of God through our         
music.  That is why we practice weekly and play as often 
as possible.  
Nancy Epley 

Do you know where we are? 
 
We have lost contact with the people listed below - if you 
have any contact information for them, please let the church 
office know so we may continue to care for them.  
Thank you! 
 
Bennie Bertalot  Tracey Lambert 
Dennis Hughey  Bill LaPage  
Melinda Hughey Tammy LaPage 
Patsy Hughey  Chelsea Schwaegerl 
Abbie James  Susan Schwaegerl 
Joshua James 
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       Circle Meetings 
 
 Circle #2- 09/14 - TBA 
 Circle #3- 09/14 - Picnic on the Mountain 
 Circle #4- 09/08 - Picnic on the Mountain 
 Circle #5- 09/12 - Natasha Kiser at church 
 Circle #6- 09/14 - Nancy Epley 

Janet & Jackie will attend Annual Mtg. of WNCC UMW 
at the Lake Sept. 11-13th. 
     
We will host the annual mtg. of the Marion District UMW 
on Sept. 17th.  Dinner will be served and we would like a 
very good representation from First Church. 
     
UMW General meeting is at 7pm on Sept. 28th. 
     
Hope all UMW members are reading their 4 books for the 
Reading Program. Remember Bonus books count for 2 
books.  See Jackie or Janet about available books. 

Sept. 15th or 29th, we will be going to the Mission    
Response Center to pack items for the next container 
going to Armenia.  Details to follow. See Jackie for 
more info.   
We are also booked Dec. 2nd to go to Charlotte to pack 
Christmas boxes at Samaritans Purse. 

WNCC Building Teams 
 

 The building teams for 2010 have been posted on 
the Conference website under missions. Some exciting 
new places have been added this year. 
        Teams are going to Cambodia, Laos, Philippines, 
Liberia and Palestine.  The Rally to find out more about 
the trips is Sept. 25-27th at the Lake.  Jackie and Frank 
are going for Fri. and Sat. For more info about the Rally 
and Teams, see Jackie or Frank. 
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Thoughts on Prayer 

 

 “My house shall be called a house of prayer.” 
-Isaiah 56:7 

 

 “Every time we gather to pray, the saints pray with us, as if 
leaning down from the ramparts of heaven to join their voices 
with ours in the praise of God, as if to cheer us on in our   
current struggles to be faithful.” 
—Hauerwas and Willimon.  “Lord, Teach Us “, p. 29 
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 You too go into my vineyard. (Matthew 20:7)   
 
 “That’s it!” the man said as he sat down to watch the World Cup 
soccer game. “That’s a picture of the church today: sixty thousand 
people in the stands, desperately in need of exercise, cheering on 
twenty-two men on the field, desperately in need of rest! Why does 
80 percent of the work get done by 20 percent of the people? God 
wants all of us to go into his vineyard and bring in the harvest.” 
 
  The church teaches that Jesus conferred on the apostles and their 
successors a share in his role as priest, prophet, and king. But it also 
teaches that we all participate in this threefold calling: “The laity 
derive the right and duty to the apostolate from their union with 
Christ the head . . . they are assigned to the apostolate by the Lord 
Himself” (Vatican II, Decree on the Laity, 3). All of us have been 
called and empowered to preach the gospel, pray with the sick, 
teach the precepts of the Lord, and establish justice and peace in our 
cities. The question each of us should ask is: “How am I responding 
to this invitation?” 
 
  Perhaps you’re doubting your call. You may feel unworthy or  
undereducated or incompetent. You may feel that only ordained 
priests and consecrated religious should be entrusted with the work 
of the church. Yes, the ministerial priesthood is irreplaceable. So 
too is the religious life.  But your call is just as important. You are 
irreplaceable! God’s call is not limited to the super-educated. The 
apostles themselves were ordinary, untrained men. Nor is the 
Lord’s call limited to the ultra-holy. St. Paul called himself the  
foremost of sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). 
 
 God doesn’t call the qualified; he qualifies the called. We are all 
called! We are all capable of doing something great for the Lord. So 
stay close to him, and set your sights high. Remember St. 
Augustine’s advice: We should always act as if it all depends on 
us, while we pray as if it all depends on God. Turn to him in 
faith, and he will teach you how to dedicate everything to him.  
 
 “Here I am, Lord. Mold me. I will go anywhere you want me to 
go. I will do anything you want me to do. I will say anything you 
want me to say. Lord Jesus, promise me just one thing—your 
presence.” 
 
  Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 21:2-7 
 
 Reprinted with permission of The Word Among Us, 9639 Dr Perry 
Rd #126, Ijamsville, MD 21754.  Issue Date: August, 2009, http://
www.wau.org , 1-800-775-9673. 



Have you remembered your church in your will?  
Only you can make that choice - so do it now. 

 

All men of Valdese United Methodist 
Church are invited to attend, participate, & 
join!!   

Our next meeting is Sunday, September 6, 
2009 at 8:00am in the Conference Room. 

First United Methodist Church 
217 St. Germain Avenue 
Post Office Box 637 
Valdese, NC  28690 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School 9:30am        Address Service Request ed 
Sunday Worship Celebration 10:55am 
 
 
Office Hours 
9:00am - 4:15pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday          
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Wednesday       
   
 
Need A Ride?  Call  874-0006 

Non Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit #16 

Valdese, NC 
28690 

 

Our Mission: 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we�
� ������	� � the Good News�


 ����� � others to Christ�


 ������ � God’s daily call�

� ������� � spiritual growth�

� ����� � God’s Word 
In order to bear fruit of faith, hope and love�
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We will begin rehearsals for ages 5 and up for our Christmas 
Musical starting September 20 from 4:30-6pm. 
Here is the schedule: 
Sept. 20 & 27- 4:30-6pm 
Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 - 4:30-6pm 
Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 - 4:30-6pm 
Dec. 6, 13 - 4:30-6pm 
We will perform the Musical on Wednesday, December 16 
after the Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal. 
 
There will be several small roles in this musical for those un-
der 5 years old. 
Rehearsals are not required for these parts until December. 
There will be more information in a later newsletter.  


