
From the Mouth of Lyons 
November 2009 
 

  Praise the Lord!  Great is the Lord and worthy to be praised!  Magnificent is our 
God.  His work surpasses all greatness.  His love extends to the farthest reaches of the  
universe.  How majestic is our God! 
Recently, Bill Satterwhite and I attended a day seminar on the Five Practices of Fruitful 

Congregations at Providence United Methodist Church in Charlotte.  They hosted the seminar in order 
to allow other congregations to learn from them about how they were using these best practices to order 
the life of their church.  At First Church, we are doing some of the techniques already and Bill and I look 
forward to sharing others with the rest of the Leadership Team. 
 Headlining the seminar was the book’s author Bishop Robert Schnase from the Missouri     
Conference.  He discussed the concept of the Five Practices as simple activities of the church that the 
church has been participating in since Pentecost.  He takes no credit for identifying them as hospitality, 
worship, faith development, mission and service, and generosity.  We can certainly see the church in 
the Book of Acts and the rest of the New Testament living out these five practices.  However, Bishop 
Schnase calls to the church through the book to undertake these five practices with excellence.  He   
challenges us to examine our practices and evaluate them on the basis of their fruitfulness for the     
Kingdom of God.  Are we being effective in making disciples of Jesus Christ as commissioned (Matthew 
28:19)?  Are we transforming the world?  Are we producing and harvesting fruit from our time, energy, 
and money?  Or are we throwing good money after bad achieving (or not achieving) the same results?  
Perhaps, as Bishop Schnase suggests, there are some things we should stop spending our resources on as 
they are fruitless. 
 Of course in being the church we do not stop doing any of the practices that make us the church, 
but within each practice there are activities, ministries, and/or mission projects that we do not do with 
excellence and are therefore fruitless.  I contend that most of the time we do them without a passion and 
without being gifted by God for them, yet we do them because we think it is what we should do, or it is 
what someone else is doing, or because we have always done it.   
 Bishop Schnase wrote, “The practices are basic and fundamental to congregational strength, but 
the adjectives intensify them toward the unexpected and the exemplary” (p. 9).  With edgy and          
provocative adjectives the five practices become radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional 
faith development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity.  The adjectives lead us 
to ask challenging questions about our practices of ministry.  Is our hospitality radical?  How could we 
make it more radical?  What makes worship passionate?  Am I being intentional about developing my 
faith?  Can we offer more risky mission opportunities?  At what level does generosity become           
extravagant?  Our church leaders are asking similar questions about our mission and ministry at the 
church so that we can give and do our absolute best for God. 
 The most thought provoking statement Bishop Schnase spoke that day was that there was    
nothing unique to the assignment of the adjectives.  He encouraged us to switch around the adjectives in 
order to ask different questions about our practices of ministry.  What does extravagant hospitality look 
and feel like?  How can we be risk-taking in worship?  How can our faith development be radical?  Are 
we passionate about mission and service?  Are we practicing intentional generosity?  There are multiple 
combinations and they all challenge us to think differently about what church is all about. 
 Since God is great and magnificent, should we not be excellent and fruitful for him?  I invite 
you to join me in pursuing excellence in or to produce fruit for the Kingdom of God. 
 

 Radically, passionately, intentionally, riskily, and extravagantly yours, 
  
 Pastor Dan 
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Pastor 
Dan Lyons 

 
Director of Music 
Barbara Temple 

 
Director of Student 

Ministries 
Josh Lail 

 
Organist 

Nancy Epley 

Our Guiding Principle:  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself."  Mark 12:30-31 
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Community Thanksgiving Service 
Sunday, November 22, 2009 

6:45pm 
First United Methodist Church, Valdese 
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November 1  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

November 4  6:30pm Youth Study 
 

November 8  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

November 11  6:30pm Youth Study 
          

November 15  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

November 18  6:30pm Youth Study 
 

November 22  6:00pm Youth Group 
   7:00pm Disciple Study 
 

November 25  No Youth Study (school’s out) 
 

November 29  No Youth Group or Disciple 

Valdese 
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Do you know where we are? 
 
We have lost contact with the people listed below - if you 
have any contact information for them, please let the church 
office know so we may continue to care for them.  
Thank you! 
 
Bennie Bertalot  Dennis Hughey   
Melinda Hughey Bill LaPage   Tammy LaPage 
Patsy Hughey  Chelsea Schwaegerl 
Abbie James  Susan Schwaegerl 
Joshua James 
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Meeting 
Sunday, November 1, 2009 

4:30pm 
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       Circle Meetings 
 
 Circle #2- 11/09 - Laura Kelly 
 Circle #3- 11/09 - Phyllis Delp 
 Circle #4- 11/10 - TBD 
 Circle #5- 11/07 - Natasha Kiser at church 
 Circle #6- 11/09 - Jackie Steele 
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Wednesday, November 4, 2009 - cook Fellowship  
Meal at FUMC 
Thursday November 5, 2009 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM  
 
See the pack website at:  
www.CubScoutPack202.webs.com 

Hope all UMW members are reading their 4 books for the 
Reading Program. Remember Bonus books count for 2 
books.  See Jackie or Janet about available books. 
 
Just in time for Christmas! The Methodist Morsels 
Cookbooks are on sale for $5.00 each. Pick up a few for 
gifts to teachers, co-workers and friends. 

We are booked Dec. 2nd to go to Charlotte to pack 
Christmas boxes at Samaritans Purse. 
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O God, you are my God, 
I seek you. 

My soul thirsts for you; 
my flesh faints for you 

as in a dry and weary land 
where there is no water. 

 

I have looked upon you in the  
sanctuary, 

beholding your power and glory. 
 

Because your steadfast love 
is better than life, 

my lips will praise you. 
 

I will bless you as long as I live. 
I will lift up my hand and call on 

your name. 
 

--from Psalm 63 

�����������	�
��

Drop in the Parlor any Sunday 
from 9:00 - 9:30am. 

Dear Church Family, 
This is to thank you for your “love note”. It 
is so meaningful to know you still care, 
after all this time. I miss going to church 
but I am “homebound” at this lovely      
Carillon Assisted Living home. They are so 

good to me. 
We have a van only to go to Doctor’s visits, but we have 
devotion services once a week and Sunday School every 
Sunday a.m.   I attend as often as I can. 
Stay well and happy.  God Bless You -  
Love, 
Maggie Perkins 
 
Ed Pascal wishes to thank the congregation for the gift to 
his wife at College Pines. 
 
To the Congregation, 
My mother is a resident of College Pines and recently re-
ceived a stuffed bear from your church. She loves that little 
fellow - she hugs him and talks to him. I took her a stuffed 
kitty to keep him company, and now she has a little family. 
Thank you so much for the thoughtful gift and the prayers 
that accompany him. 
Yours in Christ, 
Elsie J. Bartlett 



Have you remembered your church in your will?  
Only you can make that choice - so do it now. 

 

All men of Valdese United Methodist 
Church are invited to attend, participate, & 
join!!   

Talk to David Shook, Woody Poor or Sam 
Wilkinson. 

First United Methodist Church 
217 St. Germain Avenue 
Post Office Box 637 
Valdese, NC  28690 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School 9:30am        Address Service Request ed 
Sunday Worship Celebration 10:55am 
 
 
Office Hours 
9:00am - 4:15pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday          
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Wednesday       
   
 
Need A Ride?  Call  874-0006 

Non Profit 
Organization 
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PAID 
Permit #16 

Valdese, NC 
28690 

 

Our Mission: 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we�
� ������	� � the Good News�


 ����� � others to Christ�


 ������ � God’s daily call�

� ������� � spiritual growth�

� ����� � God’s Word 
In order to bear fruit of faith, hope and love�
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The Holy Bible is full of requests from God to         
remember all he has done…..to praise him for all he 

has done and in all circumstances.  Does God ask us to praise 
him because of his ego? Does he need us to praise him? No, 
God needs nothing from us. But in his love he knows we need 
him. We need to remember all he has done. We need to praise 
him for all he has done. And what is praise anyway? Is it 
prayer? Is it words? Is it song? Is it action? Yes, praise is all 
these things and the point is - to point people to God. Because 
we need God and other people need God. He knows our needs, 
our joy, our pain, and the desires of our heart. As you head into 
the Thanksgiving holiday, remember the turkey, remember the 
pumpkin pie, remember to be thankful and praise your God.  
Give the watching world a reason to want to be a disciple. 
KC-G 


