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 Praise the Lord!  Revival is upon us!  The people called Methodist in Western North 
Carolina gathered June 10-14, 2009, at Lake Junaluska for Annual Conference.  Worship 
and Bible study dominated the agenda as important business and votes were also          

conducted.  The Holy Spirit was powerfully present as God began to do a new thing among us.  This was 
the first Annual Conference presided over by our new episcopal leader, 
Bishop Larry Goodpaster, who has inspired the Western North Carolina 
Conference of the United Methodist Church to faithfully live out its   
mission statement: “Follow Jesus, Make Disciples, Transform the 
World”. 

After touring all 15 Districts of the Conference and reviewing 
the statistical reports from the close of 2008, Bishop Goodpaster has set 
five goals for the Conference to be achieved by the end of 2012.  While 
we at First Church have our own focus and priorities as “the church that 
feeds people”, nonetheless we are a part of the Marion District, Western 
North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church.  We must 
find ourselves in our bishop’s goals and be part of the collaborative and connectional effort to achieve 
them.  Feeding people will be the connection in disciple making and world transformation. 

We are doing great work in our mission and ministry and Conference Leaders have taken     
notice.  First Church was recognized as 1 of 424 churches (out of 1,132 churches in the Conference) 
who experienced greater than 1% growth in worship attendance in 2008.  First Church was also 
praised for being 1 of 242 churches (again out of 1,132 churches in the Conference) who received   
members on Profession of Faith at a rate of better than 5% of worship attendance.  We are “Following 
Jesus and Making Disciples” and the next accolade illustrates our commitment to “Transform the 
World”.  Valdese First Church was commended for our benevolent giving.  We ranked 14th in the 
entire Conference (2nd in the Marion District and 4 th in our attendance grouping) for our           
benevolent giving per worship attendance at $377.73 per worship attendant!  This is EXTRAVAGANT 
GENEROUSITY!  Congratulations good and faithful servants! 

While we have done great work in some areas we desire to be a Church of Excellence once 
again.  The requirements have become more strenuous since First Church was last awarded it a decade 
ago, but they are well within our reach with a little greater commitment.  There were only 4 churches in 
the Conference awarded Church of Excellence for 2008.  Our Church Council has accepted the criteria 
as guidelines and goals for First Church. 

We are not alone in our growth areas.  After over a decade of positive growth in membership 
and worship attendance, the accumulative totals for the Conference are down for the second year in a 
row.  We will do our part as a church to meet or exceed the goals before us.  The bishop has established 
a rallying cry to emphasize the three points of the Conference’s mission statement.  Just as in football the 
players, coaches, and fans hold up four fingers at the beginning of the fourth quarter to rally each other 
in the ballgame’s final opportunities, the bishop held up three fingers to emphasize “Follow Jesus, Make 
Disciples, Transform the World”.  We will rally our fellow United Methodist sisters and brothers to   
fulfill our mission and strive for the goal lines drawn before us: 
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Our Guiding Principle:  "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your strength; and love your neighbor as yourself."  Mark 12:30-31 
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 300,000  Western North Carolina United Methodist Christians 
   30,000  more worshippers of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

     3,000   Volunteer-in-Mission teams going out of our churches to help our neighbors 
        300  remissioned churches to new life from a plateaued or declining state 
          30  new faith communities 
            3  years to accomplish 
 

 Revival is upon us!  These goals are in the spirit of revival.  They are specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, and time bound.  
They are not about numbers, but people.  Each number represents a person, church, or community that will be influenced and affected with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Lives will be changed and communities will be transformed as churches will experience revival. 

The most Spirit-filled moment of Annual Conference occurred at the close of The Service of Ordination on Saturday evening.  
Bishop Hutchinson of the Mississippi Annual Conference preached a stirring sermon challenging the ordinands as well as the conference 
to strive for Christian Perfection (a Wesleyan/Methodist theological term describing the maturity in the faith in which believers obtain the 
mind of Christ – Philippians 2:5-11) by transformation rather than methodology.  After Bishop Goodpaster laid hands on and ordained 22 
new full-connection deacons and elders for ministry (Helen Abernathy’s daughter-in-law was one of the new ordinands), the Spirit’s   
presence was thick in Stuart Auditorium.  Just before the service was about to close the bishop varied from the order of worship printed in 
the bulletin because he felt an urging by the Holy Spirit to offer an invitation.  Spontaneously, Bishop Goodpaster gave an altar call for 
anyone who was feeling called to the ordained ministry.  The congregation prayed, the organist played “God of Love and God of Power”, 
the District Superintendents waited on the stage to receive candidates for ministry, and the Spirit moved.  Over the next 15 minutes,     
between 4 and 5 dozen people came forward to say yes to Jesus and his ministry.  I witnessed it.  I prayed.  I wept.  I shouted “Halleluiah”.  
I was revived.  Revival is upon us! 

 
Gratefully yours, 
 
  

 Pastor Dan 

(Continued from page 1) 

Hello  Barry, 
  

It seems like a long time ago since I promised you that I would 
“complete the loop” by sending you pictures of the meals that your   
congregation packed during the Meals For Learning program that we 
did at your church.  I I just recently received the pictures from Kenya 
and, in spite of some laziness on a certain person’s part, I want to get 
them to you to share with your folks. 
 
The meals you provided were very important when we did your event 
but by the time they were distributed, they became a precious          
commodity. 
  
The container of food that was sent will supply 700 children a lunch a 
day for the whole school year plus including a “de-worming”.  When 
the team was in Kenya in February we de-wormed all of the children 
who will be receiving the meals.  Using other funds, we de-wormed a 
total of 7,500 children plus providing medication for every child seen at 
the clinic for the next year.  We have started another program to raise 
funds for the de-worming which I will share in a follow up email. 

 
As the Kenyans would say, 
“Asante sana” or thank you very 
much.  You have made a       
material difference in the lives of 
these children.  Bwana asifewe – 
Praise the Lord! 
Joe Lorber 

July 1   7:00pm $5 Wednesdays 
 

July 5   6:00pm Youth Group 
 

July 8   9:00am Hiking Trip 
 

July 12  6:00pm Youth Group 
 

July 15  7:00pm $5 Wednesdays 
 

July 19  6:00pm Youth Group 
          

July 22  7:00pm $5 Wednesdays 
 

July 25  5:30am Leave for NYC 
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       Circle Meetings 
 
 Circle #2- 07/12 - Pat’s cabin 
 Circle #3- 07/13 - Debbie Jones 
 Circle #4- 07/14 - Judy French 
 Circle #5- 07/24 - Natasha Kiser 
 Circle #6- No Meeting 
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Sunday, July 5 will be Worship Celebration up on 
Methodist Park starting at 10 am. Bring a covered dish 
and lawn chair. Lunch will follow after worship.  
 
Stewards will meet Sunday, July 19 at 5 pm.  We will 
be planning Homecoming, which is Sunday, September 
27! 

United Methodist Women, Scholarship 
Committee (Phyllis Byers, Chm.) 

We have awarded scholarships to the following graduates: 
Charity Jeffries, Amy Cannon, Zachary Hefner, Jessie 
Linkous and Bethany Thompson. Our congratulations to 
these fine young people and we wish them the very best. 

We have started emailing our newsletter 
to those who are on the e-newsletter list.              
 If you would like to have an  
 e-newsletter, please send us an 
email and get it in your inbox instead of 
your mailbox.  (If you don’t see it, it may 
be in your junk mail box.) Thanks for 
helping. 
fumcvaldese@embarqmail.com 

  5 Practices Leadership Team is completing an      
action plan for 5 practices.  We last met on May 31, 
and discussed Risk-taking Mission and Service.  Also 
met on May 16 and reviewed Radical Hospitality.  
Next steps will be to set up meeting to review           
Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, 
and Extravagant Generosity.  Those interested in     
becoming involved, can do so through the "My Share 
of Ministry" or contact Beth Kolb. 
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Have you remembered your church in your will?  
Only you can make that choice - so do it now. 

 

All men of Valdese United 
Methodist Church are invited to 
attend, participate, & join!!   

First United Methodist Church 
217 St. Germain Avenue 
Post Office Box 637 
Valdese, NC  28690 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School 9:30am        Address Service Request ed 
Sunday Worship Celebration 10:55am 
 
 
Office Hours 
9:00am - 4:15pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday          
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Wednesday       
   
 
Need A Ride?  Call  874-0006 

Non Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit #16 

Valdese, NC 
28690 

 

Our Mission: 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we�
� ������	� � the Good News�


 ����� � others to Christ�


 ������ � God’s daily call�

� ������� � spiritual growth�

� ����� � God’s Word 
In order to bear fruit of faith, hope and love�
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