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 Praise the Lord!  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!  
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness!  Praise 
him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!  Praise him with tambourine and 

dance; praise him with strings and pipe!  Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud     
clashing cymbals!  Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD! (Psalm 150) 

Worship is the single most important activity we engage in as a church.  It is what makes us 
unique as a community, different from any other group that assembles and works together.  First, it is the 
way we give God glory, honor, and praise.  It is the moment in our lives when we intentionally stop what 
we are doing and turn our attention toward God to express our love and to listen to the Lord speaking.  
Secondly, it is the main gathering of the church.  It is the one time during the week that we are all in one 
place, unsegregated into smaller groups by ages or interest.  As a community it allows us to all be on the 
same page, while supporting and encouraging each other’s faithfulness to the Lord. 

Our current worship service can be described as “blended, leaning toward traditional.”  The 
majority of our worship service is lead by the organ.  We sing hymns and traditional responses like 
“Gloria Patri” and the “Doxology”.   There is a choir anthem.  We blend in the use of projected images 
and worship content.  Our praise band leads the opening of worship two Sundays a month.  On different 
occasions there are responsive readings, creeds, film clips, and movement.  The Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is celebrated monthly.  Children participate each Sunday.  We average 156 in worship attendance 
with a high of 254 and a low of 80 during the past year. 

The Five Practices Leadership Team recently met to review the findings of the Passionate 
Worship small group.  Over 30 people participated in four weeks of reflection and discussion on the 
topics of “What is worship?” and the current expression at First Church.  The group described worship in 
a variety of ways that were very diverse, ranging from a formal, traditional service to an envelope-
pushing multimedia praise service.  At places the report contained polar opposites!  This is the reality of 
our congregation: We are very diverse!  Everyone has a different style of worship in which they         
passionately engage.  Our worship expressions must be indigenous and authentic to each of us in order 
for it to be ”in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). 

The small group identified some areas of possible growth toward Passionate Worship.  The 
Leadership Team agreed and has developed an action plan to study more in depth and implement some 
new expressions of worship for First Church.  The first opportunity for growth was with our young    
people between the ages of 2 and 7.  The driving questions are “Are we engaging our young people in a 
setting of worshipful activities that are age appropriate?” and “Does the current worship expression   
encourage their spiritual growth into faithful disciples of Jesus Christ?”  A task force is being established 
to address the opportunity for a new and improved children’s church.  It has been four years since that 
ministry ended for lack of direction and a decreasing volunteer pool, but perhaps now is the time to   
resurrect children’s church to new life.  The Leadership Team is encouraging the task force to think out-
of-the-box and pursue excellence that will lead children to Christ.  Is there an experience of children’s 
worship that both our children and volunteers can be passionate about? 

The second opportunity is in the area of diversifying our worship expressions that are            
indigenous and authentic to the people who gather at the corner of St. Germain and Carolina.  We do 
good, not great, at blending worship expressions.  However, the fact is that some do not mesh well for 
some people.  The question is being raised by more and more people, “Is there a way to offer different 
styles of worship to our congregation?”  The Leadership Team is establishing a study group to explore 
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the possibility of adding a second worship service to our Sunday morning schedule with a style different from our current blended        
expression.  This group will have a big challenge as there is a lot to consider.  Besides scheduling and content, one concern expressed by 
many in the congregation is the idea of dividing our congregation into two.  Yes, there will be some separation, but the target is to attract 
people who are not in our current worship because of style preference or the current time conflicts with their work schedules.  Just this 
week I have spoken with five people for whom a second option of worship would be appealing.  How many more are out there? 

It is my goal, as your pastor, to provide a worship experience in which people passionately engage.  I also desire to reach more 
people for Jesus Christ and to develop faithful disciples.  This is our calling.  Thanks to the Five Practices Leadership Team and everyone 
who participated in the small group reflection.  Pray with me for Passionate Worship to be part of our community life. 

 
 To God be the glory, 
 
  
 Pastor Dan 
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FIRST UMC REPRISES GREAT COMMISSION DAY 
 

 The Bible tells us that following his resurrection, Jesus called his     
disciples to a mountain top.  There he spoke to them, saying: “All     
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the  
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age.”  (Matthew 28:16-20).  This passage is referred to as 
“The Great Commission”. 
 

 Our own Western North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist 
Church has incorporated the idea behind Jesus’ words in its Vision 
Statement to “Follow Jesus.  Make Disciples.  Transform the world.” 
 

 The call of Jesus is to make disciples.  He tells us how:  he says, “Go!”, 
“Teach.”, “Baptize.”  Then he makes a promise:  “I am with you       
always.” 
 

 Your Outreach Committee, led by Barry Zimmerman, invites members 
as the body of Christ to go into the community to witness for him. This 
is risk-taking mission and service as part of our goal to become a    
Fruitful Congregation. A leadership group is planning a series of      
activities that will put First UMC in touch with those outside our church 
who may have lost contact with a family of believers.  Some are in  
nursing homes.  Some are home-bound.  Some are away at college or 
work.  Some may have    gotten separated from God and a loving     
congregation.  Some may be seeking a closer walk with God.  Some just 
need a friendly smile and a kind word.  We want to take the church—
and Jesus—to them.  Our prayer is that your presence and witness will 
encourage, comfort, and welcome those who are apart from God’s   
family.  
 

 Here are some of the projects we are thinking about: 
· A cookout at Falls Road Terrace and Rora Avenue with games and 
crafts for children and entertainment by our Praise Band. 
· College Pines visitation and prayer ministry.  Give out “Prayer 
Bears” and prayer cards.  Appreciation gifts for Staff. 
· Building handicap ramps with Foothills Service Project. 

· Adopt-A-Highway style trash pick up. 

· Letter writing to college students and members away. 

· Free Car Washes.  No donations accepted. 

· Firewood cutting and storage with Foothills Service Project. 
Other projects suggested by the congregation. 
 

 Will you come with us as we follow Jesus?  There is something for 
everyone.  Make it a family activity.  Talk with Barry, Beth Kolb, Jen 
Boggs, Bill or Laura Satterwhite, Joann Bollinger or Pastor Dan and 
sign up.  

 Great Commission Day is Saturday, October 
3rd.  Rain Date on the 10th. 

August 2  6:00pm Youth Group 
 

August 5  7:00pm $5 Wednesdays 
 

August 9  6:00pm Youth Group 
 

August 12  7:00pm $5 Wednesdays 
 

August 16  6:00pm Youth Group 
          

August 19  7:00pm $5 Wednesdays 
 

August 23  6:00pm High School  
 

August 26  6:15pm Middle School  
 

August 30  5:30pm Combined Youth 

Valdese 
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Stewards will meet Sunday, August 9 at 5 pm.  We will 
be continue to plan Homecoming, which is Sunday, 
September 27!  
 
Make your plans to attend! 
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       Circle Meetings 
 
 Circle #2- 08/10 - Joann Bollinger 
 Circle #3- 08/10 - Linda Wilkinson 
 Circle #4- 08/11 - at church 
 Circle #5- 08/28 - Natasha Kiser 
 Circle #6- 08/11 - Feed Broughton 
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There are two UMW events to be held in September: 
1. UMW Annual Meeting - September 11 - 13, 2009 at 

Lake Junaluska - Harriett Jane Olson - speaker 
2. Marion District Meeting - September 17, 2009 at First 

United Methodist Church, Valdese 

We have started emailing our newsletter 
to those who are on the e-newsletter list.              
 If you would like to have an  
 e-newsletter, please send us an 
email and get it in your inbox instead of 
your mailbox.  (If you don’t see it, it may 
be in your junk mail box.) Thanks for 
helping us go greener. 
fumcvaldese@embarqmail.com 

5 Practices Leadership Team met on July 19 and      
discussed Passionate Worship.  We are very excited 
about the involvement and enthusiasm.  We celebrate 
our diversity!  Beth Kolb will be scheduling an up 
coming meeting to complete Intentional Faith          
Development and Extravagant Generosity. 
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SIGNATURE BOX 
  
  

Balanced nutrition and variety with enough food to 
feed a family of four for a week. 

  
1.5 lb.   Ribeye Steaks (4 x 6 oz.) 
3 lb.      IQF Split Chicken Breast 
1 lb.      Boneless Center Cut Pork  Chops 
2 lb.      Mac &� Beef Dinner Entrée 
1.5 lb.   Breaded All White Meat Chicken Nuggets 
1 lb.      80/20 Lean Ground Beef 
1 lb.      Bake or Fry Fish Sticks (32 sticks) 
1 lb.      Frozen Corn 
1 lb.      Frozen Baby Lima Beans 
1 ct.       Cello-Wrapped Iceberg  Lettuce 
2 lb.      Sweet Potatoes 
15 oz.   Pork &� Beans 
1 lb.      Rice 
32 oz.   2% Shelf Stable Milk 
              Dozen Eggs 
              Dessert     

$30.00 
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The next Disciple Bible Study at Western Youth      
Institution will begin on August 6th with twelve young 
men participating. Due to your generous support of 
prior manual sponsorships we have enough funds on 
hand to fund this years study. We also want to welcome 
Keith Pittman and David Shook as part of our study 
leader team. 



Have you remembered your church in your will?  
Only you can make that choice - so do it now. 

 

All men of Valdese United Methodist 
Church are invited to attend, participate, & 
join!!   

Our next meeting is Sunday, August 2, 2009 
at 8:00am in the Conference Room. 

First United Methodist Church 
217 St. Germain Avenue 
Post Office Box 637 
Valdese, NC  28690 
 
 
 
 
Sunday School 9:30am        Address Service Request ed 
Sunday Worship Celebration 10:55am 
 
 
Office Hours 
9:00am - 4:15pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday          
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Wednesday       
   
 
Need A Ride?  Call  874-0006 

Non Profit 
Organization 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit #16 

Valdese, NC 
28690 

 

Our Mission: 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit we�
� ������	� � the Good News�


 ����� � others to Christ�


 ������ � God’s daily call�

� ������� � spiritual growth�

� ����� � God’s Word 
In order to bear fruit of faith, hope and love�
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New Disciple Bible Study Opportunity 
 

Disciple I will be offered on Wednesday evenings from 6:15 - 
8:15pm  starting September 2, 2009. The facilitator will be 
Sandie Hinkle. Please sign up with Sandie or through the 
church office (874-0006). The fee is $35.00 for the workbook. 
(Scholarships are available - please speak with Pastor Dan)  


