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Serving Faith Church this Month    Attendance Report    June Birthdays     Calendar of Events        

 Upcoming Events      A Word to the Saints       Youth Page      Children’s Activity Page     
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June 

April 26 —  79                May 24 —  
May 3  — 77                   May 31 — 
May 10 — 112 
May 17 —  94 

1—Chuck Martin 
2—Jim Ward, Jeffery Cox, Jr. 
3—Ben Rebischke, Billy Jack Crow, Jr. 
4—Esther Craine, Heidi Chun 
5—April Corniea, Tony Ysaguirre 
6—Dawn Isaacson, Katy Grotjohn,  
       Karissa Kockelman 
7—Casey Lundberg 
8—Tyler Schumacher 
10—Beulah Hanvelt 
11—Karen Cohoes 
12—James Hovey 

14—Gordon Pryor, Vernon Williams 
15—Ben Pressnall, Michael Ysaguirre 
18—Annissa Morris, Katherine Worden, Alison Stemme 
21—Lucas Schumacher 
22—Wayne Willocks, Cornell Chun, Michael  
         Schwendinger 
23—Rod Stemme, Jazzlyn Woodall 
25—Stanley Lukas 
26—William Short, Amanda Lindbom, Jaclyn Henk,  
         Brittany Buse 
27—Donna Mohr            
30—Arlene Ryan,  David Pate 

If your birthday 
that is not listed 
or is listed incor-
rectly, please call 
the church office 
to have yours 
added or cor-
rected—we are 
only as good as 
our records!  
Happy Birthday 
everyone! 

Katie Alfveby dealing with back pain.  
Barb and Steve (daughter and son-in-law of deceased George  
                            Miller) both dealing with lymphoma cancer    
Sandy Beaurline (Carol Ward’s sister-in-law) cancer of the spine.  
Beau Cloutier  (Jonathan Hiatt's friend) in residential facility (CCP,  
                         2940 Leyland Place, Woodbury 55125).  
Fred Dick recovery from surgery April 8.   
Marsha Gilliland in the hospital recently. Contact information for her  
                             sister:  Steve and Joanne Lenhart, 3733 Blackhawk 
Road, Eagan, MN  55122 or phone 651-454-8188.   
Ted Gunther  in another health care institution in Las Vegas.   
Henry Hovey  continuing his recovery from hip surgery on March 6.            
Jack Boucher (Linda Cox’s brother) recent colon cancer surgery    
                         and will have some pill therapy.  
Ellen Jauman continues recovery from hip revision surgery April 21.    
Jan Kaiser  continuing recovery from orthopedic surgery March 23.     
Judy (Dick DeNardo’s sister-in-law) is dealing with breast cancer.  
Kyle (son of Sharon Yekaldo’s work friend) 5 year-old with cancer. 
Rick Klein (friend of Dawn and Gil Kinnunen) brain cancer.     
Logan (Gil Kinnunen’s cousin) 15 year-old with seizures. 
Stan Lukas recovery from surgery March 23.  More surgery later. 
Iola Martin health struggles with changing conditions and needs. 
Ron Peppler (Kim Van Siclen‘s dad) fighting infection but no cancer. 
Nina Poore  (Jenna Schwendinger’s 92 year-old grandmother) in re- 
                    covery from stroke.  Speech and thinking are fine.  She is 
in rehabilitation in Ames, Iowa to deal with issues on her right side.   
Luke Thomsen (Brant’s brother) as he moves forward in his life.   
Try (Gil and Dawn Kinnunen's friend) who has lung tumor. 
John Walimaa (Marsha Spatafore’s mom’s husband—dad died in 
                         1975) advanced Alzheimer’s.  Mom, Doris, will be get-
ting respite care and John has begin adult day care as well. 
Pastor Gail Alexander as she concludes her ministry at Epworth in  
                               Minneapolis and prepares to come to Faith UMC 
The Stemmes in this time of transitions and Pastor Rod as he 
concludes ministry here and prepares to serve at Pipestone Peace 
Others who have needs but wish to remain anonymous   
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�� 19th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
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�   20th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
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��� � 21st Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
9:15 a.m. Sunday 
School  
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������ �� 22nd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School  
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�	�	�	 �	  23rd Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
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3024th Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WILL BE SPORADIC UNTIL A NEW SECRETARY IS IN PLACE WHICH WILL BE NO EAR-
LIER THAN LATE JUNE.  (Leave a voice mail at the office at 651-457-5686 for the pastor). 

PASTOR ROD (and Ginger) AND BARBARA SCHROEDER AT  
ANNUAL CONFENCE IN ST. CLOUD Tues p.m. through Fri p.m.  

This is the normal Faith in Action week but not in June.   Most likely 
no newsletter during this week since it is move week.) 



PRAYER CHAIN ACTIVE 
If you wish to be placed on the prayer chain, please call Esther Craine at (651) 457-6959. 

Please, also call the pastor so he knows what is going out over the prayer chain. 
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Faith United Methodist Women meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month September through June (excepting  
January)), at 4:30 p.m. for a light supper followed by a study  time.  Join us Tuesday, June 9.  We join to-
gether for the purpose of  
 Knowing God 
 To experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ 
 To develop a creative, supportive fellowship 
 To expand concepts of mission through participating in the global ministries of the church. 

,9��:�#�;�,�� ;�!�#� �9����,���9�� ���!�9��.�� �����,9� �. � ,����!�"���#����
� �2
/	
��:�&�	
(�
�	&��� �	
���27�/� � � 9	'�	
/����%
����&��%2/	 �
� 0
��	/�������5	&�6	
� �	�
� � � � � ����,
�3�/�%2/	�
� 0
��	/�+�*���:�
���<�� � � � � � �����	=	����9�3	��
� ��2'����
2
�����
�'� ��2'���� ������������ � � � �����7	
�&��5�&���� &� �
�  	
	&����������%�''�%�&7�4/7	�� � � � �����������������,�66� � ��
�7���
�

A word of thanks from Bryan Simon, our seminary int ern  
Thank you to the people of Faith UMC.  Your encouragement is a gift I take with me.  This year 
has gone so fast.  It doesn’t seem real that is it is already time to say goodbye.  Thank you for 
all you have done for me—for welcoming me, for allowing me to share in the life of your congre-
gation, and for becoming a church home in ways I could not have imagined.  You have been a 
blessing to me.  I thank you for this time I was able to be with you.  My hope for you is the last 
word I shared in worship:  May you go forth walking in kindness with the understanding and 
grace that God goes with you.  May you repay no one with evil.  May God lift you always and 
hold you in the palms of His hands.  May you go now and pass it on.  Amen.    ~ Bryan Simon 

MENDOTA HEIGHTS JOB CLUB sharing support and knowledge meets Thursday at 6:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s 
UMC (700 Wesley Lane in Mendota Heights).  Future meetings are June 4 and 18.  For more information call 
St. Paul’s UMC at 651-452-5683. 

BELONGING SUNDAY/MEMBERSHIP SUNDAY WILL BE JUNE 14 
     Scheduling of Belonging/Membership Sunday is something that helps us all to remember the importance 
of this step for folks to take in our congregational life.  Our next Belonging/Membership Sunday will be June 
14 (when we share in our Confirmation Service). 
     If you are interested in taking this step OR if you know someone who should be asked about this step, 
contact the office, or contact Rod so that he can talk with you (or another) about what is necessary. 
     A 90-minute orientation session will be held on Tuesday evening, June 4, at 7 p.m. at the church. 
     Who are United Methodists anyway?  How is our congregation organized for and active in ministry?  What 
do the vows of congregational membership mean for me?  These are among the questions explored together. 



      Time is passing by and this will be the last 
Words to the Saints I will write to you.   
      Much is happening.  You will want to take part.  
      May 24 we will recognize memorials given in 
the past couple years.  We receive and dedicate 
them in our Memorial Day weekend worship. 
      May 31 we will recognize our graduates.  At 
this time only two have notified us—one High 
School and one collegiate.  See elsewhere.   
Please let us know of any other  High School 
graduates.    Please also get us the names, 
schools, and degrees of post-high school 
graduates since last May so we can recognize 
them. 
     On June 7 we will share in Holy Communion.   
We MIGHT have an Annual Conference report 
that morning.  We will get to the Farewell Potluck 
that Judy Turk is coordinating. 
      June 14 is our Confirmation Sunday.  
Samantha Kropp, Kayla Rebischke, and Patrick 
Short are completing their work toward this day.  
We will also have a Membership/Belonging Sun-
day this day for those interested in formalizing 
their relationship with the Faith congregation in 
membership.  This will also be my last Sunday 
preaching at Faith. 
      June 21  will be Megan Adams’ last Sunday 
at Faith.  She will preach that morning.   (She will 
be serving fulltime at St. Paul’s  effective July 1 as 
she seeks to help them develop an outreach to 
the Village development.)   
      June 28 will be Pastor Gail Alexander’s first 
Sunday  with you.  I think she will serve you well in 
the years ahead.   
      Annual Conference policy is now designed for 
a week off from preaching/leading worship during 
move time.  This will be the first time I have ex-
perienced this.  I believe it is a good thing.  
      The moving van will pull up to the parsonage 
on Friday morning, June 19.  It will unload in Pipe-
stone on  Saturday.   
      Since I will not be having a “farewell sermon” 
as such, here are some of my thoughts on the 
past six years. 
      When I came among you, there was very sig-
nificant conflict on a whole host of issues.  Even 
though we still do not always have everyone in the 
congregation agree about things, the level of con- 

flict is not inhibiting our ministry as it once did.  
That is a blessing. 
     When I arrived you were beginning the revision-
ing process,.  A good, solid piece of work came 
from that process. Some of the goals  were met 
(such as year-round Sunday School ) and some 
remain to be realized.  But a corner has been 
turned I think.  The revisioning focus became mud-
died by the discussions about a  possible larger 
parish with the River Bend churches and more seri-
ously with two of the other River Bend churches.  
Although the results did not come about as I had 
hoped they would and still believe would have 
benefited us all, I am very pleased that there have 
been six mission trips by the River Bend churches 
to the Gulf Coast.  Another is anticipated in Octo-
ber,  The original time estimated for recovery work 
to be done due to the level of the disaster was 11 
years. There remain much to be done and will be 
for a number of years.    
     The work that the study group that Brian Simon 
led this spring provides some additional direction 
for continuing to implement the best for the future 
for Faith.  Help Pastor Gail review the work and 
implement what you determine God is calling you 
to do.   
     Financial struggles continue.  The congregation 
has been blessed by the Kingsbury and Pelletier 
estates.  Much was able to be done that would not 
otherwise have happened.  For this we can be very 
grateful.  (It is also important to note that the com-
puter lab continues to be supported by another 
member’s commitment through a matching grant.  
It has not been used as much as I had hoped but it 
continues to offer possibilities for good ministry.)    
      But there continues to be a need for greater 
commitment of financial stewardship.  I believe the 
commitment to move from an anticipated 1/2 to a 
3/4 time pastor may be the turning of the corner.  I 
pray it is and you as a congregation will be blessed 
by a renewed and increased generosity in giving.  I 
     My  ministry with you comes to an end very 
soon.  But you must continue to press on, saints, to 
meet the challenges to be about God’s work in the 
world.  There is a sense of urgency and a sense of 
constancy even through times of change.   Keep on 
the journey, saints.  
               Rod 
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DARTS Needs Learning Buddies Volunteers! 
 
If you enjoy being around elementary school age children, then the DARTS Learning Buddies pro-
gram is for you!  Volunteers work with students in Dakota County schools once a week throughout 
the school year in the areas of reading, math, or science.  No teaching experience necessary; just 
bring your warm smile and helpful words.  Contact Jo Lynn Bucki, DARTS Learning Buddies Coor-
dinator, at 651-234-2227 or JoLynn.Bucki@DARTS1.org to sign up and learn more. 

Protection for those serving in the armed services 

Phil Anderson (husband of Ginger Stemme’s niece, Nicole) left September 22 for  
                        training with National Guard unit before 2nd deployment to Iraq 
Ron Brummund, Jr., is at Fort Erwin in California. 
Ron Brummund, Sr., in Iraq 
Tyler Christ (friend of Debra Schneider) Marine serving in Iraq 
Paul DeNardo in Japan.  His family is there also.   He will rotate to Alaska in late 
                         May for 2 months. 
Darrin Rosha (Christina Yekaldo’s good friend) in Iraq since early February      
Kevin Thibodeau (Christina Yekaldo’s good friend) in training in Texas. 

����������Luke wrote two books of the New Testament.  The Gospel  
According to Luke is one.  What is the name of the other?  
Choose one of the books below. 
 
A. Hebrews 
B. Titus 
C. The Acts of the Apostles 
D. Ephesians 
 
Here is a hint:  The book begins with the words:  “In the first book, 
Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the begin-
ning until the day when he was taken up to heaven…” (NRSV) 

DID YOU KNOW THAT  
 
     —   manuscripts of the Contemporary Witness  
            Pastor Rod shares are available on the  
            table by the parking lot  door each week?   
            They go back a few weeks. 
     —   CDs of worship are available from the book 
            case by the office each week.  They go  
            back more than a year. 
 

Check them out. 

NEEDED:  Somebody to 
work with coffee and 

donuts.         
Linda Cox resigned from this 
work effective March 31 after 
many years of faithful service.  
She continues to serve on an 
interim basis. 
    We need someone to take 
over this important part of our 
congregational life.  Can you 
help out?? 

Answer: The Acts of the Apostles 
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May 24     Ascension Sunday        Memorial Recogni tion 
   Aldersgate Day        Heritage Sunday  
                          “Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and All the World” 
        Acts 1:1-11      Psalm 47      Ephesians 1:15-23      Luke 24:44-53 
 
May 31     Day of Pentecost                       G raduate Recognition 
                          “Power to Be and Do” 
       Acts 2:1-21      Psalm 104:24-34, 35b      Romans 8:22-27     John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
June 7     Trinity Sunday or First Sunday After Pen tecost     Holy Communion      
                          Peace with Justice special offering  
                          “Oneness and Unity” 
                  Isaiah 6:1-8      Psalm 29      Romans 8:12-17     John 3:1-17 
 
June 14             Second Sunday After Pentecost    Confirmation Sunday/Belonging Sunday 
                          “Growing Mystery” 
                          1 Samuel 15:34-16:13      Psalm 72      2 Corinthians 5:6-17    Mark 4:26-34 
 
June 21     Third Sunday After Pentecost        Fat her’s Day          Megan’s Last Sunday 
                          Megan Adams preaching 
   1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49      Psalm 9:11-20      2 Corinthians 6:1-13     Mark 4: 35-51 
 
June 28     Fourth Sunday After Pentecost      Past or Gail’s First Sunday          
                          2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27     Psalm 130     2 Corinthians 8:7-15     Mark 5:21-43 
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IF YOU HAVE AN IDEA FOR A MEMORIAL . . . 
 

be sure to contact the church office with it so that the Administrative Council can 
review the list and approve it to add to the list of memorials. 

Father's Day 
 
The first celebration of Father’s Day is thought to have been in July 1908, in Fairmont, West Virginia. 
Grace Golden Clayton suggested the special observance to her pastor after a deadly explosion in a 
nearby town killed 361 men.  
 
Soon after, Sonora Smart Dodd of Spokane, Washington, wanted to show her gratitude to her  
father, who had cared for the family after his wife died. Dodd asked her pastor to choose a June 
Sunday to honor all fathers, and he selected June 19, 1910.  
 
In 1924, President Coolidge suggested that Father’s Day become a national holiday.  In 1966, Presi-
dent Johnson designated the third Sunday of June to be Father’s Day.  Six years later, President 
Nixon instituted Father’s Day as a national observance. 
 

THANK YOU  
for keeping your congregational support current so we 

can keep our congregation current in expenses. 

                                           We rejoi ce in                             
                                       the baptisms   on 
                                        May 16 of J alen     
                                        Christopher   
                                        Haom,   
                                        Jannessa An n  
                                        DeNardo, an d  
                                        Elliana Khe m  
                                        DeNardo. 
    
     We keep them and their sibling, Alexi, 
and their parents, Peter and Christina De-
Nardo, in our prayers. 



Our sympathy and prayers with 
 
the family and friends of Alexander “Sasha” Medina (18 year-old grandson of 
Gladys Gunther) who died in a plane crash in Alabama on May 15.  
Remember also his mother, Linda, Gladys’ daughter.   
 
with the family and friends of Darrold Geist who died May 8.  His Service of 
Death and Resurrection was at the Apple Valley Community Church in rural Amery, 
WI.  Interment at Free Mission Cemetery in Amery.  Remember especially his wife, 
Marie.  
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May 31 we recognize our graduates.   
We have been notified of only two: 
Amber Palmer from Jordan High 
School going to Winona State for mi-
crobiology prior to Ioaw State for vet-
erinary medicine.  
Alison Stemme  bachelor’s from Col-
lege of St. Catherine and beginning an 
intensive Master’s in Social Work on 
May 27 in the joint St. Kate’s-St.  
Thomas program.  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
WILL BE JUNE 14  

      
      On June 14, we will witness the public 
affirmation of faith of Samantha Kropp, 
Kayla Rebischke, and Patrick Short.    
     This day concludes two years of prepa-
ration in which reflection on the meaning of 
the Christian faith for daily living and the 
commitments called upon to be made in the 
time of confirmation.   
      We rejoice with them as they affirm their 
faith and are received into the Professing 
Membership of our congregation.   

The liturgical calendar calls [the Sunday after Pentecost] “Trinity Sunday” - a day set aside to 
“celebrate” the unique triune character of our God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Symbols for 
the Trinity include a circle inscribed within an equilateral triangle.  Actually, during the first 
eight centuries of Christian art, the image of the triangle for the trinity was not widespread—
although on one of the gravestones in the catacombs there is a triangle in which the mono-
gram of the name of Christ was placed. The three persons were often represented in art, but 
they were shown separately.  The first time they seem to have been placed together was in 
the fourth century, and that representation consisted of “the Hand, the Lamb and the Dove,” 
which is said no longer to exist. 



A LITURGICAL NOTE TO THE SAINTS  
      Easter’s date is not set as is the date of Christmas.  The date of Easter depends upon the timing of 
the first full moon after the spring equinox, ranging from March 22 through April 25.   
     The season of Easter lasts from Easter Day (April 12) through the Day of Pentecost (May 31). 
     The season of Easter remembers the victory of resurrection. 
     During this season the first readings are from the Book of Acts rather than the Old Testament.  In them 
we hear of the power of Christ shown in the lives of the apostles and in the early church. 
     For most Sundays this year the second reading is from 1 John. 
     The Gospel readings from the Gospel of John speak of Jesus’ resurrection appearances and the glory 
of God shown in Jesus’ life. 
     This season of 50 days is one in which we are clearly reminded that each Sunday is a “little Easter” as 
we share in witness to the life-changing and creation changing character of the resurrection.  One not-so-
obvious but clear sign of this change is that we worship on Sunday, the first day of the week, the day of 
resurrection, rather than on the sabbath, the seventh day of the week.  All is changed by the resurrection 
of Jesus and its promise in our own lives. 
     The liturgical color used is white (some congregations also use gold).  
     Pentecost (beginning May 31) calls us to remember the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the 
Church.  The liturgical color used is red. 
     The first Sunday after Pentecost is Trinity Sunday (June 7).  The liturgical color used is white.  This is 
the only special Sunday that remembers a doctrine of the church.  Other special Sundays remember 
events in Jesus’ life or look forward to his return.    
     The liturgical season following the Day of Pentecost is observed in differing ways in congregations.  
Some congregations refer to this season as Trinity and use the liturgical color green until the last Sunday 
of the Christian year (Reign of Christ or Christ the King Sunday which will be November 23).  This means 
that half of the Sundays of the Christian year falls within this season.   
     Other congregations celebrate these days as the season “After Pentecost Day.”  The liturgical color 
red is used.   
     Still others celebrate as “After Pentecost Day” through the next to last Sunday of August (using the li-
turgical color red) and then begin “Kingdomtide” on the last Sunday of August (using the liturgical color 
green) until Christ the King Sunday.   
    Yet still others refer to this time as “common time” and number the Sundays after Pentecost Day.  
These traditions sometimes vary the colors used. 
     Whatever way the days between the Day of Pentecost and Christ the King Sunday are celebrated, the 
season remembers the work of the Spirit in the growth of the Church and the witness of the Church in the 
world. 
     The challenge of this season is for our congregations and parish to take part in the unfolding story of 
grace and new life in our community and the world.       
 

SPECIAL ITEMS STILL AVAILABLE  
 
DVDs of the Sunday School Christmas program 
(December 14, 2008) and the Cantata  (December 
21, 2008).  Cost is $ 5 and $ 3 respectively.  Just put a 
note on a check in the memo line for what it is for.   
  
Get your CD featuring Jeff Rudi at the piano.   Cost 
is $ 8.  Money raised used to replace hearing assists 
headsets, re-cable microphone cords in the front of the 
sanctuary, and fine tune the sound system.     
 
DVDs of the Wednesday Lenten series vignettes, 
The Women of the Passion , are available at the 
Welcome Center.   Cost is $ 5.   Put a note on a 
check in the memo line for what it is for. 

     125 Years of 
“Faithful” Cooking, 
a project of our 
United Methodist 
Women, is a great 
cookbook.  Cost is 
$ 10.  Make checks 
payable to “United 
Methodist Women” 
with “cookbook” 
noted in memo line. 

Get your copy of the cookbook, 
125 Years of “Faithful” Cooking  
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OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
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