
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) Tr ip to Bolivia, February 3-12, 2009 

The Northern Illinois Conference (NIC) is organizing a VIM trip to Chua, Bolivia to build a 
church. This is a unique opportunity to meet and work with our indigenous neighbors living in 
the altiplano (high planes) of the Andes Mountains. Chua is a rural community near Lake 
Titicaca, with a congregation being part of the Iglesia Evangélica Metodista de Bolivia (IEMB). 
The Methodist church in Chua, Cristo Fe y Esperanza – “Christ Our Faith and Hope” , has served 
the community since 1985 and the congregation has grown to the extent that they need a new, 
larger building.  

Plans for a new sanctuary are complete and the construction phase is ready to begin. The design 
is for a simple, but functional building, suited for the altiplano environment and the people’s 
needs. The present church building is still in good repair and will be used for fellowship 
gatherings and community needs, such as a future medical clinic. The February VIM trip is the 
first team to be sent to Chua and will start the construction.  

This VIM trip is part of a larger effort connecting the NIC and IEMB in partnership with the 
Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin America. In August of 2007, a delegation from 
the NIC traveled to Bolivia and met with leaders of the Methodist church laying the ground work 
for a partnership between the NIC and the IEMB. This partnership was confirmed by Bishop 
Hee-Soo Jung of the NIC UMC and Bishop Carlos Poma of the IEMB at the 2008 Northern 
Illinois Annual Conference. The agreement consists of four components: 

1. Leadership training and exchange of leadership. 

2. Volunteers in Mission teams will help to build and restore facilities for the IEMB and 
communities. 

3. Medical teams will help reengage the health ministries that the IEMB has developed in 
their proud history of being a social holiness movement. 

4. Social justice issues to support the IEMB and its extraordinary membership, which 
consists of 70% indigenous people. 

Chua is a two-hour drive northwest of the capital city, La Paz. As part of our trip, we will visit 
the beautiful Lake Titicaca, a natural wonder being the highest navigable river in the world at 
12,500 ft. The community has limited access to water and electricity, as is typical of rural 
communities in Bolivia, the second poorest country in the Americas. The people are joyful, 
faithful and very gracious. Their love overwhelms every visitor. 

Individuals and churches can help build the church in Chua by participating in the VIM trip or by 
contributing to the cost of materials. The total cost to construct the new sanctuary is $25,000. 
The cost of the VIM trip is $2,000 per volunteer, which includes roundtrip airfare to Bolivia, 
ground transportation, all meals, accommodations and sightseeing. Expenses not covered, 
include all personal items, souvenirs and the cost of a Bolivian visa ($131). To participate in the 
trip, a non-refundable deposit of $500 should be mailed to Ingalls Park UMC, 208 Kingston 
Drive, New Lenox IL 60451 by December 10, 2008. The balance is due in two equal payments 
or $750 on December 30, 2008 and January 15, 2009. Donations for construction costs can be 
mailed to the same address. Make checks payable to Ingalls Park UMC and note the purpose of 
the check on the memo line. 

For additional information contact Rev. Orlando Moller (773-837-0229; Omoller@netzero.net) 
or Rev. David Kaller ( 817-722-2383; kaller@netzero.net). 



Bishop Carlos Poma (left) speaking at the Rainbow 
Covenant Banquet at the 2008 Annual Conference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung in traditional dress celebrates 
with dance at Chua, Bolivia. 

Children from Chua, Bolivia. Members from the NIC 2007 delegation meet with 
members from the Chua church. 

Artist drawing of the proposed church to be built in Chua, Bolivia. 


