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NEWS  YOU  CAN  USE
...

MARCH MADNESS 
Ministry in the 21st Century

Detroit East District & Detroit West  District
Leadership Training Day

Saturday, March 14, 2009
First United Methodist Church

1589 West Maple Street
Birmingham, MI 48009

9:00 AM ` 2:00 PM  
(Onsite registration - $20.00 )

Featured Speakers: Brad Kalajainen, Lead Pastor & Ken Nash, Teaching Pastor 

Hone your leadership skills … attend one of the following workshops.. .

Workshop 1 - Trustees: What are and are not the responsibilities of the Trustees - for members
        Of the local church Trustees

Workshop 2 - Finance: for Treasurers, Financial Secretaries, Finance Committee members,
Pastors, Adm. Board/Council Chairs.

Workshop 3 - Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee: for members of the SPRC or PPRC.

Workshop 4 - Youth & Young Adults: for youth, young adults and those that work with them
Or would like to help their church minister to these age groups.

Workshop 5-   Back Door Ministry: Going Beyond Traditional Approaches - for those who are 
concerned about ministering in the City.

Workshop 6 -  Archives and History: What’s important to keep and how to keep it - for those who 
deal with church records, documents and history.

Workshop 7 -  Christian Education: Sunday School for Life (with a focus on adult education) - for
teachers and leaders in Christian Education.   
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My thoughts: Memento mori!

In the winter of 1951, Korea had a severe civil war. My family had a 99 room house. The 
United States B-29 bombardment plane burned our house down. We barely escaped to the 
south; it was the first time we had experienced poverty and hardship. Prior to the attack, my 
family was one of the wealthiest in the province. Instantly, we went from riches to rags. This 
was a teaching moment for me and my family.

My mother was a Presbyterian minister (they believe in the sovereignty of God and the 
predestination of God.) However, as a Methodist pastor, I believe in the Theology of Grace (not 
the cheap grace). But my up-bringing, constantly brings me back to the sovereignty of God, es-
pecially as found in Jeremiah 18:6 “…Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my 
hands…” He has the power of creating and destroying. All of humanity must be humble under 
his sovereignty.

January 28- February 1, 2009, I attended “Living the United Methodist Way Conference” 
in Jacksonville, Florida. I was moved by Reverend Jay Williams’ opening presentation. He is a 
27 year old African American associate pastor at Harlem First United Methodist Church. He 
spoke from the first chapter of the book of Nehemiah. When Nehemiah heard of the conditions 
of Jerusalem, he cried, fasted, prayed, and requested God’s mercy. In the same manner, Rev-
erend Williams suggested that the United Methodist denomination leaders must do, in light of 
the downward spiraling economy and the downward spiraling decline in our (UMC) membership 
and the lack of true spiritual leadership. Therefore, instead of strategizing and focusing on pro-
gram development to improve the situation, we must model Nehemiah’s true spiritual leader-
ship. By humbly requesting God first! This was a teaching moment for me. Rev. Williams spoke 
not to my head, but to my heart.

This last election of President Barack Obama was a significant moment for me. Our so-
cial agenda continues to discuss the issues involving the majority vs. the minority; superiority 
vs. inferiority or the dominant vs. the marginalized. The election signifies the paradigm shift 
away from these dichotomies and toward unity and human equality. I believe God was defi-
nitely involved in this historic event! This was a teaching moment for me, the sovereignty of 
God!

The meaning of “memento mori” is Latin for “you must not forget you will die.” In other 
words, be humble. In Ancient Rome the general that won the war would parade in Rome and 
one of his slaves would march close behind shouting “memento mori!”  Arrogance was a com-
mon attitude of a victorious general, so the purpose of his slave’s shouting was a reminder of 
his mortality and temporary existence.

Whether it is the last election, an economic situation, or church decline, we as Christians 
must hear God’s voice. As stated in Matthew 23:12, “For whoever exalts himself will be hum-
bled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” Be humble before God.

John H. Lee, District Superintendent
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Detroit West District Financial Officer Thanks You

2008 Detroit West District Apportionment was completely paid by all except six churches, 
five of these six paid nothing toward our shared ministries.

Thank you to our sisters and brothers who chose to be in ministry together and to sacrifice 
to make it happen. Your district program leadership team knows how important it is, espe-
cially in hard times, to balance the expenses of the local church and the expenses of the 
district, conference and national ministries. Therefore we are using our current fund bal-

ance to make the first quarterly payment of the 2009 district apportionment for churches 
that have faithfully supported our district shared ministries.

It is also just getting around that, in 2008, the Detroit Annual Conference apportionments 
were paid at the lowest level in remembered history (71.3%). All conference budget groups 
have been asked to cut expenses. Because of this the district at large members to the May 
Detroit Annual Conference meeting will likely move from the Conference Program Commit-

tee to the district program budgets. This expense could be as large as $3,000.

Our budget will be tight this year, but in the opinion of this officer we will continue all our 
good work together and with God's help work it out. Again, thank you for your faithful sup-

port of the District common ministries.

Ron Iris

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

    Don’t Forget to        on Saturday night, 
March 7, 2009...
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            PENSION APPORTIONMENT GENERAL APPORTIONMENT
        Paid as of January 31, 2009 / Should be at 10%      Paid as of January 31, 2009 / Should be @ 10%

Church Percent Paid Church Percent Paid

New Beginnings 10% Detroit Trinity Faith 10%
Detroit Trinity Faith 10% West Bloomfield 10%
Livonia Newburg 10% Willow 10%
Melvindale New Hope 10% E. Raisinville/Frenchtown 10%
West Bloomfield 10% Livonia Newburg   6%
Willow 10% New Beginnings           3.69%
E. Raisinville/Frenchtown 10% Trenton First           1.92%
Monroe First 8.33% Monroe First             .59%
Trenton First 2.40% Allen Park Trinity 0.00%
Allen Park Trinity 0.00% Dearborn First 0.00%
Dearborn First 0.00% Dbn Good Shepherd 0.00%
Dbn Good Shepherd 0.00% Dbn Hgts Stephens 0.00%
Dbn Hgts Stephens 0.00% Dbn Hgts Warren Valley 0.00%
Dbn Hgts Warren Valley 0.00% Redford Aldersgate 0.00%
Redford Aldersgate 0.00% Detroit Calvary 0.00%
Detroit Calvary 0.00% El Buen 0.00%
El Buen 0.00% Henderson Memorial 0.00%
Henderson Memorial 0.00% Det Ford Memorial 0.00%
Det Ford Memorial 0.00% Detroit Peoples 0.00%
Detroit Peoples 0.00% Detroit St Timothy 0.00%
Detroit St Timothy 0.00% Det Scott Memorial 0.00%
Det Scott Memorial 0.00% Det Second Grace 0.00%
Det Second Grace 0.00% Det West Outer Drive 0.00%
Det West Outer Drive 0.00% Farmington First 0.00%
Farmington First 0.00% Farmington Nardin Park 0.00%
Farmington Nardin Park 0.00% Farmington Orchard 0.00%
Farmington Orchard 0.00% Flat Rock First 0.00%
Flat Rock First 0.00% Franklin Community 0.00%
Franklin Community 0.00% Garden City First 0.00%
Garden City First 0.00% Inkster Christ 0.00%
Inkster Christ 0.00% Lincoln Park Dix 0.00%
Lincoln Park Dix 0.00% Lincoln Park First 0.00%
Lincoln Park First 0.00% Livonia Clarenceville 0.00%
Livonia Clarenceville 0.00% Livonia St. Matthews 0.00%
Livonia St. Matthews 0.00% Melvindale New Hope 0.00%
River Rouge John Wesley 0.00% River Rouge John Wesley 0.00%
Riverview 0.00% Riverview 0.00%
Southfield Hope 0.00% Southfield Hope 0.00%
South Rockwood 0.00% South Rockwood 0.00%
Taylor West Mound 0.00% Taylor West Mound 0.00%
Trenton Faith 0.00% Trenton Faith 0.00%
Westland St. James 0.00% Westland St. James 0.00%
Wyandotte First 0.00% Wyandotte First 0.00%
Wyandotte Glenwood 0.00% Wyandotte Glenwood 0.00%
Det. Resurrection 0.00% Det. Resurrection 0.00%
Carleton 0.00% Carleton 0.00%
Monroe Calvary 0.00% Monroe Calvary 0.00%
Monroe St. Paul’s 0.00% Monroe St. Paul’s 0.00%
Romulus Community 0.00% Romulus Community 0.00%
Wayne First 0.00% Wayne First 0.00%
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DAC adopts “revised spending plan” for 2009

The Detroit Conference Council on Finance and Administration has adopted a “revised spending plan” 
for the 2009 budget in response to the current economic crisis, announced by Barbara Ulman, CFA chairper-
son, on January 21.

The revised spending plan includes a 70 % payout of the approved 2009 budget, which was adopted 
at the last session of the Detroit Annual Conference in May 2008. The CFA also froze the salaries of all con-
ference employees; district superintendents, council on ministries program staff, district administrative assis-
tants, and conference support staff personnel at 2008 levels as part of the plan.

“These actions are in response to the economic situation of our country and state,” Ulman said. 
“However, we are hopeful that the local churches of the conference will be able to be generous and allow us 
to continue our mission and fulfill our calling to make disciples for Jesus Christ.”

Ulman noted that due to reductions in the pension and common budget apportionments, 2009 appor-
tionment levels are already lower than the 2008 totals. Further reduction of the 2009 apportionment to local 
churches is not planned at this time.

“Our conference, through its leadership, has responded with a good deal of sensitivity and discipline 
to the benevolent and administrative needs of the conference,” said the Rev. John C. Huhtala, Sr., confer-
ence director of connectional ministries. “They have made decisions that will enable the conference  to be 
responsive and in ministry in a time of grave financial concern. We are moving forward with the hope that we 
can continue to live in a Christ-centered perspective of our call to be in ministry to others.”

The revised spending plan is in response to the conference receiving 71% of apportioned funds, the 
lowest return in over 10 years, as well as no investment earnings in 2008. The conference was only able to 
pay its 2008 general church apportionments at the level of receipts, breaking a seven-year record of 100% 
payment of general church apportionments. Of the seven apportioned funds that come from the general 
church, only the Episcopal Fund and the Africa University Fund were paid 100%. All other funds were paid at 
the level of receipts.

In addition to the revised spending plan, the CFA is proposing a 2010 budget that will be two percent 
higher than the 2009 revised spending plan, or 28% lower than the approved budget for 2009.

The 2010 budget will be put before the members of the Detroit Annual Conference for their approval 
during its annual session on May 14-17, 2009, on the campus of Adrian College in Adrian, MI.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

On Saturday, April 25, 2009 March economic Madness
The Detroit West District
will hold its annual District Monday evenings in March Newburg U.M.C.
conference. This meeting will (36500 Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia, 48150)

is hosting a series of Community Forums on 
be held at St. Matthew’s UMC. Surviving and thriving in the current economy.

From  9:30 AM - 2:00 PM.                              Topics include home foreclosure, career
Who Should attend? All Pastors,         transitions, retirement, Stress Management,.
Lay Leaders, Lay Members to  Annual         and Investing in a Down Economy.

Conference and any others interested in knowing     The time of the forums are 6:00—7:30 p.m.
what’s going on across the district and what are        Refreshments provided. For additional infor-
some of the ssues/concerns of the Detroit Annual     mation feel free to contact Rev. Paul Perez
Conference St. Matthew’s is Located at 30900 W.    (paul@newburgumc.org).
Six Mile Rd in Livonia. 

Telephone number (734) 422-6038.              + + + + + + +

         Mark Your Calendar...see you there 
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