
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

2009 Conference UMW Annual Celebration 

and Meeting to be Held at Fenton First UMC 

 

The 2009 Conference UMW Annual Celebration will meet at Fenton United 

Methodist Church on Saturday, October 24, 2009.  Based on the 2009 -2012 

theme, Reawaken to The Purpose, this year will feature  “We are a 

community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ.” 

Come ready to be awed by the  worship service, participate in the 

celebrations, join in the singing, find a new book to read, be inspired, get 

some fantastic program ideas, conduct Conference UMW business and much 

more. 

Jackie Euper, member of Detroit Conference and Women’s Division Director 

will be the keynote speaker.  

The in-gathering project will support the NOAH Program at Detroit Central 

United Methodist Church.  Please bring regular size bars of soap or travel size 

shampoos and lotions. 

Registration starts at 8:30 am. The program will start at 10 am.  Lunch  will be 

served, there will be plenty of noon time activities and the program will 

conclude at 3pm. 

There will be a hands on mission activity, plenty of friends to greet, and new 

friends to make as we celebrate who we are, what we do and what we look 

forward to accomplishing in the years ahead of us. 

 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

P2  Message from your     
 President   
P3   Spiritual Growth 
 Message 

P 4  Your Gifts Make a 
 Difference 

P 5  News from the Districts 
P 8  Social Action Priorities 
P 11 Pictures 

For 

United Methodist Women 
 

The Detroit Conference News  August  2009 

Jackie Euper, Keynote Speaker at 

2009 Annual Celebration 

School of Christian Mission School of the South 

in 2009  Is Well Attended 
 

Nearly two hundred women attended the  one day School of Christian Mission School of the South on Saturday, July 

12, 2009 at Howell United Methodist Church.  Often called the “drive in school,”  the annual session offers a sampling 

of all three studies for everyone present.   

During the morning session, Ruby Anderson, conference secretary of program resources, and 2009 Mission 

Ambassador to Sudan from Detroit Conference, shared her personal experiences from her trip to Sudan in March. 

Emphasizing the theme of the study book, The Beauty and Courage of Sudan, she expressed the hope that, in spite of 

thousands of years of conflict, the people of Sudan will find a way to establish peace in their land. 

Carmen Misner and Rene Johnson gave informative presentations of the 2009 mission study, “Native American 

Survival.”  This is the second year for this mission study, and continues to work on appropriate ways for United 

Methodists to be engaged in mission with Native Americans.  Misner, a Native American and member of the 

Conference UMW nominations committee, told haunting stories for 19
th
 century efforts to destroy Native America 

culture by sending the children to boarding schools that were virtual prisons.   Johnson  reviewed the importance of 

U.S. treaties with Native Americans. 

Rev. Faith Fowler presented “Food and Faith,” the Spiritual Growth study, in a humorous, but compelling message.  

She reminded the audience of the many ways  people use and abuse food. 
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With the summer season waning 

and the autumn season 

approaching, Detroit Conference 

United Methodist Women are 

fulfilling the promises to which 

January 2009 challenged them. 

How many of them is your local 

unit experiencing? 

10. Fulfilling the Pledge to 

Mission of your local unit through 

your district treasurer 

9. Honoring someone who goes 

above & beyond in support of 

your local unit with a Special 

Mission Recognition 

8. Remembering to honor persons 

or their memory w/Gift to 

Mission or Gift in Memory cards  

(Have you seen the new ones? 

They’re great!) 

7. Collecting a World Thank 

Offering, for even in “a time such 

as this,” there is so much to be 

thankful for 

6. Attending your district annual 

meeting/celebration (dates on the 

back of this newsletter) and 

participating in its InGathering 

Project 

5. Attending Detroit Conference 

Annual Celebration at Fenton 

UMC, to fellowship, worship, and 

be part of the Connection 

4. Attending School of the North 

October 19 & 20, especially if 

you missed School of the South in 

July or School by the Lake in 

August 

3. Reporting to your district your 

Reading Program participants, 

your Membership Objectives, and 

your memorial members 

2. Nominating, electing and 

supporting your elected leaders,  

 
remembering to send their names 

and contact information to your 

district secretary to “keep the 

connection” 

1. ASSEMBLY!   ST. LOUIS, 

MO – April 29 – May 2, 2010. 

Plan now to GO! 

The website for information & to 

register – www.umwmission .org 

The website for charter bus 

information – www.gbgm-

umc.org/detcumw 

July 7
th
 was the kickoff date. . . 

Watch the web to keep updated. 
 

 

 

 

There is a major project 

coming up –“Membership 

Counts.”  It is a plan for every 

church to be visited  by a United 

Methodist Woman and be made 

aware of the many facets of the 

program of UMW. More 

information about this will be 

forthcoming and it will be 

important that everyone be 

involved. 

The “outreach” portion of the 

Mission Coordinator’s task is a 

key part  of our responsibilities.  

It is not something that is easily 

defined or put in a box.  It is on- 

going and everywhere.  It means 

always acting as a concerned 

Christian, always sensitive to 

those around you, no matter 

where that may be.  There are so 

many opportunities presented to 

us every day.  We just need to be 

alert to them!! (Continued on 

page 3)  

.  
 

 
 
 

 

Tell Your Story 

This is your opportunity to get 

involved! Do you have a story 

about your own personal 

transformation, your involvement 

in United Methodist Women, and 

how Faith • Hope • Love in 

Action inspires your call to 

mission? At Assembly 2010 we 

will celebrate the power of United 

Methodist Women. Please submit 

a summary of your story and your 

contact information to 

getinvolved2010@gbgm-umc.org 

by September 15, 2009.  

Showcase Your Talent  
 Do you write prose or poetry, 

sing or play an instrument, or do 

dramatic interpretation or dance? 
Share your talents via Word 
document, audio (.mp3) file, or 
video (.AVI) file (less than 8 MB). 
Video files can be sent via links 
from YouTube, Vimeo, etc. All 
content should be original 
material created by the submitter 
and in the public domain. Please 

submit talents to getinvolved2010 

@gbgm-umc.org.  
Volunteer 
We're calling on you to volunteer 
at Assembly 2010. Volunteer for 
several hours or the entire event. 
We're looking for: Local Travel 
Assistance, On-site Translators, 
Workshop and Mission Trip 
Facilitators, Registration Assist- 
ance, Resource Distributors, 
Administrators with Clerical and 
Organizational Skills, Writers 
Hospitality  Assistance,  and  
Greeters.  
Host a House Party 
 House parties to promote 
Assembly will be taking place 
nationwide on two specific dates: 
(Continued on page 3) 

 

Preparing for  

“Membership Counts” 
By Jo Cone, Coordinator of 

Membership Nurture and 

Outreach 

Get Involved! 

A Call for Stories, 

Talents and Skills 

at Assembly 2010  

A Message from 

Your Conference 

UMW President 
By Linda A. Schramm 

http://www.umwmission/
mailto:getinvolved2010@gbgm-umc.org
mailto:getinvolved2010@gbgm-umc.org
mailto:getinvolved2010@gbgm-umc.org
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October 20, 2009 and February 

23, 2010. Be a host and select 

several of your United Methodist 

Women friends to help you co-

host. House Parties are an 

opportunity to learn more about 

Assembly and how to register. To 

learn more about House Parties, 

get scripts and sign up to host 

your own house party, go to the 

assembly website, 

www.new.gbgm.umc.org/assembl

y/houseparties/ . 
 
 

 

One of the responsibilities of this 

Mission Coordinator’s position is 

as a member of the School of 

Christian Mission team.  That 

certainly is a very large part of 

nurturing the membership.  It is 

through learning about other 

cultures and experiencing first-

hand those who represent many 

different backgrounds that we can 

truly understand and develop 

relationships with them.  We 

discover how much we are alike, 

rather than stressing differences.  

Elsewhere in this newsletter there 

is more information about the two 

additional Schools of Christian 

Mission, the School by the Lake 

School August 20 – 22 at Port 

Huron Retreat Center and the 

School of the North October 19 - 

20 at Gaylord UMC.   There is 

still time to get your reservations 

in for one of these sessions. 

 Hope to see many of you at one 

or both of these great 

opportunities. 

 

 

 

Keeping in step with the Holy 

Spirit was and will always be 

God’s mandate and call to the 

church.  God is Spirit and they 

that worship him must worship 

Him in Spirit and in Truth.  To 

“worship in Spirit” is to worship 

Spiritually; it is to give God the 

homage of an enlightened mind 

(the mind of Christ) and an 

affectionate, yielded and 

surrendered heart.  Psalm 119:105 

says, “Thy Word is a lamp unto 

my feet and a Light unto my 

Path.” 

The inspiration of the Holy 

Scriptures is in a unique sense the 

work of the HOLY Spirit. Is it not 

the Holy Spirit who searches all 

things, the deep things of God? 

As ambassadors of Jesus we are 

called to serve and to minister the 

Word in season, the Word is 

suited to the spiritual conditions 

of the times.  The Spirit of Truth 

will guide us all into truth. “ If 

you love me, you will obey what 

I command, and I will ask the 

Father, and He will give you 

another counselor to be with you 

forever, the Spirit of Truth,”  

John 14:15-17.  The title, Spirit of 

Truth, emphasizes His suitability 

for the task, His competency and 

His supernatural qualifications. 

As United Methodist Women 

whose “Purpose is to know God 

and to experience freedom as who 

persons through Jesus Christ,” 

our daily conversation with Jesus 

at the well of salvation through 

grace should transcend reason, 

culture, and tradition.  Instead 

may we be constantly refreshed 

by the Living Water, His word 

revealed to us by the revealer of 

Truth, The Holy Spirit.   

 

 

 

 

 

If you are praying and reading 

books from the UMW Reading 

Program for 2009, you are 

already in Action. 

Congratulations! You are 

encouraged to read the mission 

study books because they count 

toward your reading plan, and 

you will also be well prepared for 

the School of Christian Mission 

Studies.  The study books are 

Food and Faith, (SG) the Beauty 

and Courage of Sudan, (EM) and 

Giving Our Hearts Away: Native 

American Survival (EM) To 

study about better health for 

everyone, read Faith and Fitness: 

Diet and Exercise for a Better 

World (NC); then save a little 

money by reading  Energy: Use 

Less – Save More (SA) You will 

have completed Plan I of the 

reading program, and it was so 

easy.  Please continue to pray and 

read about the issues that are 

important to United Methodist 

Women. 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we 

bring the message of the death of 

Ila Johnson, Past President of 

Saginaw Bay District United 

Methodist Women.  Ila was 

President from January, 1999 to 

December, 2002.  She was 

visiting her family and passed 

away at Bronson Methodist 

Hospital in Kalamazoo, Michigan 

on Tuesday, June 23, 2009.  It is 

with celebration that  we reflect 

on her life.   

Keeping in Step with 

the Holy Spirit 
By Tapuwa Mumbiro, Spiritual 

Growth Coordinator 

In Memoriam 

Get Involved! 

A Call for Stories, 

Talents and Skills 

at Assembly 2010  
(Continued from page 2) 

Preparing for 

“Membership Counts” 
Continued from page 2) 

Pray – Read –Act!! 
By Ruby Anderson 

Secretary of Program Resources 

http://www.new.gbgm.umc.org/assembly/houseparties/
http://www.new.gbgm.umc.org/assembly/houseparties/
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I hope by now that you have had 

an opportunity to read the June 

2009 Issue of Response - The 

Voice of Women in Mission, 

which includes the 2008 Annual 

Report of the Women’s Division.  

Especially gratifying to me as a 

conference treasurer was the 

article by Women’s Division 

Treasurer Martha Knight entitled 

“Standing Strong When Times 

Are Tough,” which detailed the 

fact that in one of the most 

difficult years in U.S. economic 

history, United Methodist 

Women succeeded in meeting 

their Pledge to Mission! 

 

I hope you are all as proud as I 

am of that accomplishment and 

that you are working hard to build 

on that demonstration of the 

dedication of our members to 

sharing their resources - however 

scarce they may be - with women, 

children and youth here at home 

and around the world.  

 

In the remaining months of this 

year, why not give some thought 

to these questions:  What if every 

member of your unit increased 

their pledge to mission giving by 

$1.00?  What if every member 

gave at least one Gift to Mission 

card and at least one Gift in 

Memory card?   

 

From the Special Mission 

Recognition pin orders  received 

already, it appears that we may 

have a record number of 5-Star 

Persons this year.  And if your 

unit hasn’t already hopped on that 

bandwagon, I hope you’ll  

consider helping us meet our goal  

of having every unit in the Detroit  

Conference become a 5-Star Unit  

in 2009.  If you still have  

questions about that program, 

please contact me or your District  

 

treasurer, and we’ll be more than  

happy to answer them. 

I’d also like to hear from you if 

you have an inspiring story to 

share about missions in  your 

unit, or if there is an achievement 

of which you’re especially proud.  

Remember, your Mission Giving 

supports the core needs of women 

who cannot speak up for 

themselves, helping to provide 

them with food, shelter and health 

care.  Because of you, women 

and girls receive support to 

improve their minds, futures and 

ability to care for their families 

through education and career 

training.  

 

As Martha Knight reminds us in 

her article, your gifts make a 

world of difference...and in the 

foreseeable future your gifts will 

mean even more, for times are 

tough and demands for Mission 

Giving dollars are many.  Thank 

you again for your generosity and 

for your dedication to the work of 

United Methodist Women. 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your Gifts Make a Big Difference! 

By Kay Mowery, treasurer 

The Detroit Conference News 

 
 ____Renew    ____New    ____Gift 

 

Name___________________________ 

 

Address_________________________ 

 

   City_____________ ST___ Zip_____ 

 

 

Only $2.50 per year or 5 subscriptions for 

$10.00.  Subscribe today.  Make your check 

out to  The Detroit Conference News 

Mail to: Virginia Zink, 643 Grand, Adrian, MI 

49221-1613  

Detroit Conference UMW 
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    48706, 989-686-9659  
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mailto:twc2484773826@earthlink.net
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 Plans are under way for the 

District Annual Meeting on 

October 10, 2009 at South Lyon 

UMC.   There will be five break-

out groups where participants can 

learn about a variety of projects 

and issues, attending two 

different sessions in the 

afternoon.  Leadership Training 

will be held early in the day.        

The School of the South, July 18 

was held at Howell UMC in Ann 

Arbor District.  The District had 

the largest number  of women in 

attendance at this stimulating 

event. Studies  of Food and Faith, 

Native American Survival, and 

Sudan have already been 

launched.  

The District NYC Mission Trip 

came off without a hitch.  The 

participants expressed excitement 

for the work of the church and of 

United Methodist Women. 

Some of the group saw Angela 

Lansbury in Blithe Spirit; a week 

later Ms. Lansbury won a TONI 

for her performance.  town that 

night for dinner and theater, as 

well. 

The Redbird Mission Trip will go 

with a smaller bus than originally 

planned.  This is always an 

exciting experience for all who 

attend. 

Summer has so many 

distractions!  The sunshine, the 

water, the garden are all 

wonderful gifts from God!  The 

bright mornings and the long 

evenings provide times for 

prayer, meditation, and Christian 

study.   

 

   

    
             
      

 
 

 
 

The Detroit East District Annual 

Meeting will be on October 3, 

2009 at Detroit Metropolitan 

United Methodist Church.  The 

keynote speaker will be Linda 

Schramm, Detroit Conference 

UMW president.   She will 

present   “United Methodist 

Women Make It Happen.”  

Schramm just finished an eight-

year term as a director of 

Women’s Division, and bring 

many years experience of being a 

part of United Methodist Women 

making it happen in mission to 

women, children and youth. 

The Nominating Committee is 

looking for persons to serve on 

the District and Conference Team 

You may ask, “Why should I be 

the one to serve?” The answer 

can be whose life can you touch 

to make a difference for the 

glorification of God.   

 We don’t know where God will 

place us to touch people’s lives.  I 

keep reflecting back to the book, 

Why? by  Anne Graham Lotz.  

She explains about how good 

God is and how He works 

through us.  I continue to give 

God the Glory. II Corinthian 

12:1-11 refers to Spiritual Gifts.  

When members of the 

Nominating Team contact you, 

what Spiritual Gift can you share 

with others?  Your gift may help 

someone on the Team, or 

someone you meet at an event,  or 

someone whom you may never 

meet personally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II  Corinthians 12:12-27  “For as 

the body is one, and hath many 

members, and all the members of 

that one body, being many, so 

also is Christ… Thus, each of the 

Mission areas is important and 

they are part of the one body that 

serves the Purpose of the United 

Methodist Women.  It is very 

difficult for the eyes to take on 

the hands job at the same time.  

Yet, when positions are not  

 

The hands’ job along with their 

responsibilities to see what is 

going on in the world. Yet, when 

these positions are not filled, the 

District cannot reach the full 

potential of what needs to be 

done for the glorification of God 

and in serving others through 

global ministries.  

II Corinthians 12:28-31 … But 

covet earnestly the best gift…..  

Where will you serve for the 

glorification of God? We still 

have vacancies to fill, so contact a 

member of the Team and let them 

know you are willing to make a 

commitment and serve on the 

Mission Team.   

The District’s Team  will 

conclude this year’s events with 

the Elected Leadership Training 

on November 14, 2009 at 

Waterford Central United 

Methodist Church. All local 

officers are invited to attend.  

Please encourage each of your 

leaders to learn about their role 

and share what is successful in 

your unit. Conference officers 

will bring important information 

to the Training session.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Arbor District 
By Winona Church, President 

News From The Districts 

Detroit East District 
By Brenda Street, President 
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Detroit West District Annual 

Meeting and In-Gathering Project 

will be October 10, 2009 at 

Detroit St. Timothy UMC from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Kelly Smith 

will be the keynote speaker, 

presenting  one of the four 

Ingathering projects, Vista Maria 

Home for Girls. 

Events for 2010 are all scheduled. 

Leadership Training will be 

February 9 am at Detroit Peoples 

UMC; Prayer Breakfast on March 

9 am at Farmington First UMC, 

and the Annual Meeting in 2010 

will be at Southfield Hope UMC. 

Detroit West District will host the 

Conference Annual Celebration 

and Meeting  in October 2010 at 

Detroit St. Mathew UMC. 

The District has two new units 

coming on board.  Ford Memorial 

UMC is in the process of 

reorganization of their unit with 

about twenty women planning an 

exciting program.  In August the 

District officers will meet with a 

group of women starting a new 

unit in Flat Rock.  

Congratulations to both of these 

groups. 

Make plans now to attend a 

School of Christian Mission 

August 20-22 at School By the 

Lake, or School of the North  

October 19-20 in Gaylord.  Don’t 

miss the opportunity to learn and 

grow in the mission of United 

Mission Women.  The studies 

lead to action.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer is finally here and my 

Easter Lilies are in full bloom.   

What a wonderful world our Lord 

has made for us – “Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it”   Psalm 118:24 

Now that it is getting closer to 

fall, the Flint District executive 

board is preparing for the October 

8, 2009 District Annual Meeting 

held this year at the Fenton 

United Methodist Church, 

Fenton, Michigan.   

The time has been moved to 3:30 

P.M. so that working women may 

attend.  Registration is 3:30 P.M.  

with Leadership Training and 

Bible Study @ 4:00 P.M.    

Dinner is 5:00 P.M. and the 

Annual Business Meeting will 

begin at 6:00 P.M., for those who 

can’t make it earlier.  We hope 

that some of our younger women 

will be able to attend. 

Then in two weeks, on October 

23-24
th
 Flint District women will 

hostess the women and men of 

the Detroit Conference UMW.  

Fenton is proud to have the room 

to be hosting this event.    We are 

looking forward to seeing 

everyone there. 

 
 

 

 

Please pray for the family of 

Shirley Oestrike.   She was a 

longtime UMW 

 member, on the Ann Arbor 

District, was on the conference in 

nominations 

She has had major health 

struggles and passed away on 

Monday June 29, 2009. 

A service was held at 11:00am on 

July 9 at the First United 

Methodist Church of Ypsilanti.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

The mining companies in the 

Upper Peninsula often built towns 

near the mines for the miners. 

One such company town was 

Gwinn, and in 1910 the 

Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company 

built a church for the people. It is 

still serving the community.   

 The United Methodist Women of 

Gwinn UMC volunteered to host 

the 2009 District Annual Meeting 

on October 3, 2009. This will be 

my last year as District President. 

What an honor to have my last 

annual meeting at my home 

church. The church was built in 

1910 but the corner stone was 

laid in 1909 so the celebration of 

the centennial year has started a 

few months early. The church has 

invited prior pastors to come back 

and preach for the centennial. 

District Superintendent Duane 

and Diana Miller served the 

church from 1977 to 1986. Rev 

Duane preached on June 28, 

2009. Diana gave a short message 

about membership in UMW that 

tied in with her husband’s 

sermon. 

 Unfortunately Diana and Duane 

Miller  have another commitment 

and cannot come to the District 

Annual Meeting.  

Mary Fox will be installing our 

officers. The speakers will be 

Amazing Grace (A Praise Band 

who provides  a Constructive 

Ministry) 

The fall leaves should be at peak 

in the UP so UMW members, 

Past District Superintendents and 

prior Pastors can come back and 

visit for the weekend and 

celebrate 100 years with us.  

 (Continued on page 7) 

 

 

 

Detroit West District 
By Jeanine Klay, President 

Flint District 
By Esther Alderman, President 

Marquette District 
 By Jane Bennett 

In Memoriam 
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The fall schedule will include 

Prayer Breakfast at Marlette First 

UMC, Saturday September 12, in 

the morning.  The program  will 

honor the women clergy in the 

district. It is a day of celebration; 

There are more than 30 female 

clergy in the  80-some churches. 

This is good and great thing! 

Praise God ! 

The District Annual Meeting will 

be held at Sandusky First UMC, 

October 3 at 10 AM; the guest 

speaker will be Louise Ott, 

District Superintendent of the 

Saginaw-Bay District; we look 

forward to hearing her. 

The Schools of Christian Mission 

will provide an opportunity to 

learn new material and 

information which is essential to 

good mission work.  Be sure to 

take advantage of the 

opportunities to attend one of the 

various schools available. 

Some district members attended 

the mission trip to NYC along 

with the sponsoring Ann Arbor 

District and this was a wonderful 

learning experience.           How    

 impressive to see the effects of 

United Methodist Women's 

endeavors--the Alma Mathews 

House where the group stayed, 

the Interfaith Chapel in the 

Church Center for the United 

Nations, owned by the United 

Methodist Women and located 

just across the street from the 

United Nations building.  Also 

visited was the Women’s 

Division of the United Methodist 

Global Ministries.   The group 

attended many churches and saw 

mission work in various parts of 

the city.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Saginaw Bay District will be 

gathering at Roscommon Good 

Shepherd of the North on October 

3 for the 2009 Annual Meeting 

and Celebration.  The keynote 

speaker is Rev. Paul J. Mallory, 

Parish Director from God’s 

Country Cooperative Parish in 

Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.  He 

will be sharing “Glimpses of 

God’s Country Cooperative 

Parish” with us.  Our In 

Gathering for this day will be 

sweatpants, socks, hats and 

mittens for children of all ages, 

long-sleeved T-shirts for sizes 4T 

through child’s medium, peanut 

butter and jelly in plastic jars, and 

money for them to purchase gas 

cards locally. Rev. Paul J. 

Mallory and God’s Country 

Cooperative Parish was chosen 

because in June, 2008 the District 

Mission Awareness Trip visited 

there.   We had shared a lovely 

pasty luncheon of pasties and 

spent part of the afternoon 

painting sheets to be used as 

backdrops for their vacation Bible 

schools. The group was 

impressed with all the mission 

activities of God’s Country 

Cooperative Parish. 

Plans for the Annual Celebration 

and Meeting include  singing, 

worship, and sharing stories of 

United Methodist Women in 

Saginaw Bay District working 

together to be in mission for 

women, children and youth.   

 

 

 

  
 
As part of the Membership 

Counts! Program, each 

conference officer and district 

president should be visiting 

churches and spreading the word 

about UMW. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Individual unit records in the 
2009 Detroit Conference 
UMW Directory were 
incomplete  in some of the 
information reported.  In the 
Ann Arbor District, Dexter had 
a membership of 77 and their 
giving was $5,000. Dixboro 
had a membership of 13 and 
giving of $3,000. 
Another error deleted many of 
the Flint District local units, 
and put some of the Saginaw-
Bay units in the Flint District.  
Local units are encouraged to 
get their records for 2009 to 
the District treasurers  early  in 
order to assure better 
reporting. 
Also, please keep local 
officers’ names and addresses 
up to date with District 
officers.  These reports make 
it possible to provide accurate 
reporting in the annual 
directory. 
 
 
 
 

Saginaw Bay District 
 

By Mary Whitman, President 

Port Huron District 
By Lynne Staples, District 

President 

Marquette District 
 

Continued from page 6 

Corrections to 2009 

Detroit Conference 

UMW Directory 



The Detroit Conference News  8 

 
 

 

 

 

Women’s Division has set its 

Social Action Priorities for the 

years 2009-2012 with their focus 

areas as follows:  

1. ENVIRONMENTAL 

JUSTICE  

covering Climate Change  

2. ECONOMIC JUSTICE 

Covering Jobs, fore- 

closures, food security, 

human trafficking, public 

education, labor rights 

and globalization and 

trade.  

3. HEALTH/ 

HEALTHCARE  

covering Reproductive 

health, global health 

crisis and healthcare 

Now.  

4. IMMIGRANT/CIVIL 

RIGHTS  

covering detention/raids, 

comprehensive im- 

migration reform, global- 

ization/trade and labor 

rights 

Most, if not all of these are things 

our units are working on already.  

At Regional School most of the 

Social Action papers we received 

were on Climate Change and the 

Countdown to Copenhagen.  

Countdown to Copenhagen is for 

a new international agreement to 

stabilize carbon emissions and an 

agreement that will strengthen 

and extend the Kyote Protocol, 

which is set to expire in 2012.  

In the United Methodist Women's 

News there is an article about this 

and the fact that the Green Team 

is also focusing on this.  

As United Methodist Women 

should we also be focusing on 

this issue? Let me know what you 

think.  

Social Action Day 2010 will be 

April 17, Detroit and West 

Michigan Conference United 

Methodist  

Women will join the Keep 

Making Peace Team in Lansing 

for a combined day of action and 

information.  

Keep watching for more 

information as it becomes 

available.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As United Methodist Women, we 

spend much of our time trying to 

communicate with each other.  

How many e-mails, telephone 

calls, newsletters and meetings do 

you attend, and what do you get 

out of all the words that come at 

you? 

With the overload of messages 

that come our way, it is getting 

harder to sort through and 

separate the important from the 

trivial.  Research indicates that 

less than one third of the words 

that are used in communications 

ever get through to the recipient. 

So, if you are responsible for 

getting the UMW message out, 

what needs to be done? Here are 

some quick suggestions: 

1;  Be clear about your goal, and 

use as few words as possible to 

communicate it.  Use pictures, 

illustrations and other graphic 

techniques to help deliver the 

message. 

2.  Explain what you want the 

person receiving the message to 

do about it. Highlight the 

importance of action. 

3. Explain the benefits for 

responding as you have 

requested. What has the person to 

gain by responding? 

4. Establish your credibility.  

Why are you the person sending 

the message?  Respect the 

reader’s time and intelligence in 

making the right decision. 

5. Every message worth 

communicating should be sent 

using at least five or six different 

communications methods. Almost 

no one will get the message the 

first time! 

6. Make use of the new social 

networking communications 

methods like facebook, myspace 

and twitter. Involve as many 

people as possible in getting the 

message out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local unit at Warren First 

United Methodist Church invites 

women to attend a dramatization 

of “Women of the Bible” on 

Tuesday, September 15, 2009  at 

1 PM.  

The program will be put on by the 

women of Good Shepherd United 

Methodist Church of the North, 

Roscommon, Michigan. The 

drama is a mission project of the 

Roscommon group to bring the 

Word of God to all who are 

willing to listen. The group has 

developed a number of drama- 

tizations and is available for 

groups that would benefit  from 

the opportunity to see and hear 

these messages. 

Warren First United Methodist 

Church is located at 5005 

Chicago Road between Mound 

and Ryan.  A free-willing 

offering will be taken and 

refreshments will be served.    

 

 

2009-2012 Social 

Action Priorities 
By Barbara Meyer, Coordinator 

of Social Action  

Getting Your 

Message Out 
By Mary Fayerweather, 

Communications Coordinator 

“Women of the 

Bible” to be 

Presented at Warren 

First UMC  
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So, you all are a church?” 

     “And all these… these people” 

the elderly woman in the wheelchair 

whispered loudly, motioning to the 

group singing, “They are from a 

parish somewhere?”  

     “We are from the Methodist 

Church here in Milano,” responded 

the Filipino teenager seated next to 

her. “We came to sing for you 

today.” 

     “But you are not from here. And 

you speak Italian?” 

     “Yes, I have lived here for eight 

years.” 

     The woman raised her head, 

looked the girl up and down, then 

looked back towards the singers. 

Perhaps this girl was not matching 

the image she had had about stranieri 

(foreigners). Perhaps when she 

moved into this nursing home, her 

neighborhood was almost still largely 

Italian. Regardless, the polite 

reception that our group received 

from the 100 or so residents became 

gradually warmer when the Japanese 

young man spoke to them in Italian, 

and as they sang along to a flute 

version of the can-can on the flute, 

(the can-can has words?). At the end, 

several of them lingered in the hall to 

chat.   

     “So, you all are a church?” one 

elderly man commented. “You are 

not like any congregation I have 

seen.  But we appreciate your 

coming.” 

 
For more about immigrants in 

Italy… 

Check out the BBC’s recent article 

on line: 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/78

71224.stm 

Politics of fear: 

In the run-up to provincial elections 

in June, immigration is a prominent 

issue. The party which uses the 

image of the boat of African 

migrants crossing the Mediterranean 

(below) claims to have enacted laws 

“to stop the invasion.” The other 

poster shows Italian soldiers whom 

the government has deployed to 

urban (largely immigrant) areas. The 

caption: “We will not end up like the 

[American] Indians…here come our 

own!” 

 

 
 

That ad campaign is being countered 

by others,  

such as one co-sponsored by the 

Italian Protestant Federation’s Office 

for Refugees and Migrants. It focuses 

public attention particularly on the 

racism directed at children, and 

features a ghost (after all, who 

should be afraid of ghosts?) The 

slogan: “Don’t be afraid, open 

yourself, extend the rights”  

 
 

Earthquake in Abruzzo 

     The international news crews 

have gone home, but the rebuilding 

efforts in Abruzzo continue. Thanks 

to many of you who have contacted 

us, asking how you might help.      

      The Methodists in Italy have 

joined forces with the other 

Protestant Churches in Italy to create 

a mobile aid and resource office, 

which helps victims find housing, 

legal aid, medical care, and 

counseling. If you would like to 

make a donation to this work, gifts 

can be sent through the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) through the Advance 

#982450 –International Disaster 

Response, “Italian Earthquake 

Relief”.  
“And the Ethiopian man invited 

Philipto get in the chariot and sit 

beside him.” 

(Acts 8:31, adapted) 

     The story of Philip and the 

Ethiopian eunuch came up in the 

lectionary in May this year. Their 

inter-cultural chariot encounter 

happened to appear the same week 

that the Italian government 

considered a proposal to reserve one 

car of Milano’s subway for Milano-

born residents only. Such is the 

desire on the part of some persons to 

keep people separate. 

     Although not by chariot or 

subway, members of our 

congregation have made some trips 

together this spring. Over Easter 

weekend several young people 

attended a youth gathering at the 

Ecumene Methodist conference 

center in Velletri (near Rome).  Five 

nationalities were represented in the 

group that departed from Milano’s 

Stazione Centrale, and many more 

were at the conference itself. The 

theme of the meeting was “Ethics” – 

a contentious topic which highlights 

strong theological differences 

Penne & Ink 
A newsletter from Revs. Kristin 

and David Markay, 

serving at the Chiesa Evangelica 

Metodista 

via Porro Lambertenghi, 28 

20159 Milano, Italy 

email: markay@fastwebnet.it 

phone: +39-02-607-2631 

Congregation’s English web site: 

http://www.methodistchurchofmi

lan.com 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7871224.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7871224.stm
mailto:markay@fastwebnet.it
http://www.methodistchurchofmilan.com/
http://www.methodistchurchofmilan.com/
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between European, African and 

Asian Christians.  

    On the train ride back to Milano, 

the MP3 players never seemed to 

make it out of the backpacks. In one 

compartment second-generation 

immigrants talked (in Italian) about 

feeling expectations from their 

parents not to become too Italian. In 

another compartment other 

foreigners argued about their role in 

the Italian church. “They need our 

prophetic voice here,” said one. “No”  

said another, “you do not enter 

someone’s home and criticize the 

host.” 

     Over Aldersgate Sunday weekend 

the Italian Methodists hold their 

annual consultation, also at 

Ecumene. A large delegation 

represented the Milano congregation 

this year, as the entire Praise and 

Worship Team had been invited to 

sing. Some went by car, others by 

train, and one group by camper. In 

the camper were five church 

members who had known one 

another from various church 

activities, but had never made a 5-

hour road trip together. Along the 

way they combined Italian, English, 

Tagalog, a little high school Spanish 

and a lot of sign language. The next 

week, one of the participant’s 

spouses told us, “My husband 

couldn’t stop talking about that trip!  

He didn’t say much at all about the 

meetings… but he talked on and on 

about what he learned on the 

journey.” 

     You never know what’s going to 

happen when two people ride in a 

chariot together. 

“…if you remember that your 

brother or sister 

has something against you…” 

(Matthew 5:23) 

     The Protestant and Catholic 

delegates to Milano’s Christian 

council have been meeting regularly 

for over eleven years.  Recently, 

however, they clashed over an issue 

of religious instruction in public 

schools. The press became involved 

and tensions escalated. The glow 

from the recent Week of Prayer for  

 

 

Christian Unity faded quickly.  

Attendance at weekly ecumenical 

prayer gatherings trailed off.  Mutual 

project were put on hold for nearly 

two months. Friendly working 

relationships were strained. The two 

groups met individually to talk 

strategy, but little interaction 

occurred between them.  

     Sometime during the big chill, the 

two of us had been previously 

scheduled to accompany a group of 

musicians to one of those weekly 

prayer gatherings. With not a little 

unease, we went, not quite sure what 

to expect.  The speaker that night 

spoke about “obedience”…following 

God and God’s ways, willingly or 

unwillingly.  About half-way through 

the message we realized that several 

rows ahead of were two people we 

recognized: the current president and 

the vice-president of the Christian 

council (who, by rotation this year, 

happen to be a Catholic and a 

Protestant).  They were not seated 

with their groups, but with one 

another.  

    Faith, as someone has said, is a 

long obedience in the same direction.  

We didn’t hear that particular quote 

in the sermon that night, but we 

certainly saw it. 

 “Dear Lord, Make me the light of 

the world through the empowering of 

your holy spirit in me. I may be very 

insignificant in my own way. But I 

can transform life in your way. 

Amen.” 

               -prayer written by a 

member of this  year’s Disciple Bible 

Study class 

Language goof-up of the month: 

(In this issue we welcome a guest 

columnist -- an Italian friend from 

church).  In her Disciple Bible Study 

class, she was trying to tell her 

Filipino friends (in English) how 

much she liked the story of “Mary 

washing Jesus’ teeth with her hair.” 

A few puzzled looks, a gentle 

correction, and several laughs later, 

she understood her mistake. 

     Thank you for your prayers, your 

letters, and your financial support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
July 23, 2009 | ABIDJAN, Côte 

d’Ivoire (UMNS) 
Adèle Yed had a vision for lifting 

people out of poverty, and she 

staked her savings on her dream. 

In 2001, she put up 6 million 

central African francs – about 

$12,400 – obtained the necessary 

government approval and opened 

a microfinancing bank. She 

wanted to provide loans to help 

people start or expand small 

businesses. The Clef Sarepta bank 

was born. 

“People who are most affected by 

poverty in Côte d’Ivoire are 

women and young people,” says 

Yed, a United Methodist, 

speaking in French. “Sometimes 

we wonder if a remedy exists 

because every day it seems we 

are going deeper and deeper  into 

poverty, day by day.” It is an 

underlying cause of infant 

mortality due to malnutrition and 

to the inability of families to 

afford medicine to fight malaria.. 

United Methodists are 

challenging the nearly 50 percent 

poverty rate in innovative ways. 

In Abidjan’s Yopougon District, 

church women operate a jam 

project to generate income for 

people in poverty. At Jordan 

United Methodist Church in the 

Marcory District, a women’s 

group operates a similar program 

with soy products, while the 

youth group there wants to help 

young people create their own 

jobs.    More information about 

this project is available at 

www.umwonline.org/welcome

?go=223426. 

 

News From 

Women’s Division 
By Tim Tanton 

http://www.clef-sarepta.com/accueil/d3/
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