
Detroit Conference United Methodist  Women and their  guests  came  from the
South, West, and East to participate in the 35th Annual Meeting and Celebration
at  Sault  Ste  Marie  Central  United  Methodist  Church on  Saturday,  October
25, 2008.   They  were  warmly welcomed to the  175 year old church.
Dr.  Glory E. Dharmaraj  held  the   audience  spellbound  as  she  delivered   her
keynote address “the Hearthhold of God: Mission as Relationality”. Her message
emphasized  that our relationship  with God is dependent  upon  our  relationships
with  others. Dr.  Dharmaraj,  a  native  of  Sri  Lanka,  is  Director   of   Spiritual
Formation  and  Mission  Theology  at  the  Women’s  Division  of   the  General
Board of Global Ministries.
Linda A. Schramm was elected 2009 president of the Detroit  Conference United
Methodist Women  at  the  meeting.  Schramm  has   previously   held  numerous
UMW offices, including the past eight years as a member of  the  Board  of the       Outgoing president Diana Miller gives new
 Board of Directors of the Women’s Division of the General Board of Global             President’s Pin to Linda Schramm
Ministries.
Mission stories from United Methodist Community House of Grand Rapids,   Joy-Southfield  Health Clinic and God’s Country
Cooperative Parish were presented and the group was challenged to  help  with their missions. Members and guests brought
hundreds  of pairs of socks for  the  school children  in the area served by  God’s  Country Cooperative  Parish.   Many  of  the
attendees  decorated  book  markers for the recipients of the socks.    
The entire music department helped to make the day festive.  Many thanks to Teri Bush, local UMW President and all of her
helpers.  Jackie Willey was extremely helpful and responsive to all of the requests as preparations were made to present the
Annual Celebration.
Angela Hart,  Associate Conference Director for Youth and Young Adults, wrote a two person play; “Leave Worldly Hearts
Behind: A New Take on Generation Relations”.  Linda Schramm, incoming 2009 Conference President, assisted Hart with the
reading of the play.  Angie and Linda gave the group much to ponder to help  keep UMW alive and well for the next generation.
The skit is available for any group that would like to use it, on the Conference website, www.gbgm.umc.org/detcumw. Ginny
Zink and Mary Fox, with the help of a question from Bishop Keaton, encouraged everyone to subscribe to and read The Detroit
Conference News.
Rev. Louise Ott, Saginaw Bay District Superintendent, installed the 2009 officers.  She presented each with a loaded thumb drive
and challenged us with words about living and doing in today’s world to ensure the future success of UMW.
 Please plan now to attend 36th Annual Meeting and Celebration at Fenton UMC on October 24, 2009.
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Social Action and have you done it
yet? Have you read about Alma
Mathews? In the United Methodist
Women’s News there is an article
about her and her work with
immigration. She served as a
missionary for the Women’s Home
Missionary Society, a forerunner of
the United Methodist Women, and
worked tirelessly with immigrants
who arrived in New York City for 38
years from 1888 until her retirement
in 1926.

It’s a very informative article and
explains the national issue that the
Detroit Conference UMW will be
working on in 2009. The other two
issues will be Health and
Globalization, as these two are of
grave concern here in Michigan and
the United States.

Have you joined the United
Methodist Women’s Online
Community yet? It is full of
information that is very useful to you
and your units and you can chat with
others at www.umwonline.org
This is one way to expand mission
work and to grow spiritually.

Did you go to any of the Mission
schools? The studies were fantastic
and the teachers were great and next
year will be just as great or better.
See you there?

Start gathering information on the
2009 social issues and write down
any question you have and want
answers to. Or you may want to do
something else in your units. The list
of things to do is endless, pick one
and run with it.

Barbara Meyers, Conf Coordinator
of Social Action

United Methodist Women has made
me into the child of God I am today.
I can’t imagine how different my life
would be if it hadn’t been for two
women at Sandusky FUMC, Alvera
Holcomb and Marian Messer, who
came to call on me, and invited me to
United Methodist Women. I smiled
and said I would go, but I knew I
wouldn’t. They said great, we’ll pick
you up! My mouth must have
dropped a mile, but they did, I went,
and the rest is history.
What an organization, what a history,
and what an education it offers to
women – a community of women
whose purpose is to know God and
to experience freedom as whole
persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a supportive fellowship, and
to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global
ministries of the church.

What a delight it was to have my
immediate family at the Soo for my
installation, spouse Norton, children
Tom, Tam and Trinna, and
grandchildren eleven year-old
Rachel, two year-old Dylan and six-
week old Bryce. But my family goes
far beyond them, for my family of
United Methodist Women were
there, the local, district and
conference women I’ve worked with,
laughed with, and prayed with
through these many years, especially
my UMW mentor Lucile Ogden of
Port Huron FUMC (whom I neglect
ed to introduce at the Annual
Celebration).
Thank you for trusting me enough to
elect me as President of Detroit
Conference United Methodist
women, an awesome responsibility.
May you each experience the
blessing of God upon your life.

Outgoing President Miller Expresses Her Thanks

Thank you for the joy of serving you. These four years have brought many challenges
and many opportunities.  This year has been particularly so.    With the illness and
subsequent passing of conference treasurer Lillian Lapp, the excellent help of
Marchelle Phelps kept our finances going in the right directions.

Area United Methodist Women thought our conferences were going to be in a different
position this next year.  We appreciate the making and deepening of friendships across
the state as we promote mission doing and mission giving.   Our conference encourages
your support of the United Methodist Community House of Grand Rapids through the
giving of materials and offerings.
In addition to the regular business of our Mission Team meetings, presentations that
should have impacts on our United Methodist Women’s work were given by others.
Angela Hart, who was so inspiring at our conference annual meeting, talked to us in
February about youth and young adult ministries.  Sonya Luna, our conference
missionary working with Hispanic Ministries, talked to us in May about her activities.
Every unit needs to work harder at involving all women in our advocacy for women,
children and youth around the world. Developing relationships is the best way to do so .
Thank you for your wonderful welcomes as I traveled around the state attending annual
meetings and seeing many friends.  Every district had excellent programs, and
celebrated Readers, Five Star Persons, Ingatherings, and Mission Giving.  And a
special thank you to the Conference Mission Team for their support.  Remember to live
the Purpose!

Social Action Follows
In Footsteps of

Pioneers

A Message from Incoming President Schramm
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Greetings from your new Detroit
Conference UMW Treasurer! The
Women’s Division Leadership
Training Event (LTE) in November
stressed important new  information
about Good Accounting Practices,
audits, EIN numbers, giving forms,
expense vouchers, and required
reports.
The  best advice to each of you, in
your roles as unit and district
officers, is to become familiar with
the UMW Handbook 2009-2012.
Many of you have already purchased
copies of this new resource, and its
value cannot be emphasized too
strongly to you, whatever part you
play in your unit or district.
Information for local unit treasurers
begins on page 44 and ends on page
53, and  all treasurers are urged to
review it carefully, either to apply
the information there to the financial
operations of your unit, or to advise
those who come to you with
questions.
With regard to the information given
under “The Local Unit and Its
Finances” on page 44 of the new
Handbook, the Women’s Division
has advised us that the paragraph
beginning “Once you have your
EIN,” at the bottom of the first
column on page 44, and ending at the
top of the next column is IN
ERROR.  This is old information and
should not have been printed in the
book.  The form 990-N is NOT
required for any UMW
organization.
On the other hand, the information
about the Employer Identification
Number (EIN) immediately
preceding the erroneous paragraph is
correct and represents the
recommendation of the Women’s
Division, although local units can
also use the EIN of the local church.
However, if the EIN of the local
church is utilized, units can be
required to make their books
available to the church’s audit and
finance committees.
Also, pay special attention to
(Continued on Page 10)

Ruby Anderson has been a member
of Scott Memorial. UMC in Detroit
for over 27 years.  She has served as
Local UMW president 2004-2007,  
the current local Secretary of.
Program Resources.  Serving  in
Mission and the Reading Program
are her passions.
She is Lay Leader for Scott
Memorial UMC, and has served for 8
years, as a Certified Lay
Speaker. She also enjoys being
a member of the Scott Liturgical
Dance Ministry, and President of the
Usher board.
 She is a retired teacher of one year,
and mother to two wonderful
adult sons,  and one grand- daughter. 
She volunteers weekly at a nursing
home, and was part of The VIM
Team to Liberia 2007, and a member
of the Liberia Task force.  She enjoys
walking outdoors 365 days a year
to stay in shape. Prayer and service
are her keys to a blessed life. 

Ruby Anderson

Kay Mowery

Kay    Mowery   served   as    Flint
District UMW Treasurer and Detroit
Conference School of Christian
Mission Publicity Director in 2008;
she is also local unit president and
volunteer church librarian at West
Vienna UMC and a Certified Lay
Speaker in the Flint District.  Kay
recently “came home” to Clio,
Michigan, from Griffin, Georgia,
where she retired from the University
of Georgia Libraries after serving as
Branch Librarian on UGA’s Griffin
Campus from 1989-2001.

Kay moved to Georgia from
Sacramento, California, where she
held positions in several California
state agency libraries.  She has a
bachelor’s degree in history from the
University of Michigan-Flint and a
master’s degree in library science
from the Ann Arbor campus.  During
her professional career, Kay held
offices in the Special Libraries
Association, the Council of Planning
Librarians, and the United States
Agricultural Information Network.
She is now active in the Church and
Synagogue Libraries Association and
the Clio Area Historical Association.

While in Georgia, Kay served Griffin
First UMC in the Griffin District as a
certified lay speaker, adult Sunday
School teacher, and church librarian.
She held several UMW unit offices
at Griffin First, led mission studies
throughout the North Georgia
Conference, and served the Griffin
District UMW as Communications
Coordinator, Secretary, and
Treasurer. She  was active in the
local chapter of the American
Business Women’s Association.

Meet Your New Detroit Conference UMW Officers

Ruby Anderson, Secretary
of Program Resources

Kay Mowery, Treasurer

Important Info For
Treasurers
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The Detroit West District Annual
meeting on October 11 at Livonia
St. Matthews UMC had a great
speaker from the Grand Rapids
Community House. Sharon
Killebrew, Executive Director of the
Community House was excellent.
The In-Gathering project had almost
$10,000 in school kits or health kits.
Five area agencies were on the
receiving end.
Again this year,  many rewards were
given out; 22 churches met the
objectives at different levels to
become a Mission Today Church;
thirty nine people completed one of
the Reading Plans, twelve churches
became Five Star Units. Fifty four
were Five Star Women and three
were Five Star Pastors.
Many thanks to the Marquette
District and Sault Ste. Marie Central
Methodist Church for hosting the
Annual Meeting. Bbesides the
Conference’s  two buses, a 12
passenger van and many cars
traveled North for the meeting,
Detroit West District was well
represented at the  call of  the
Districts.
The nominating committee has been
working overtime and they  have a
full slate of officers for the year
2009.
The Leadership Training Day is set
for February 14, 2009 at Dearborn
First UMC; the Prayer Breakfast is
March 14, 2009 at Farmington First
UMC and the Annual Meeting is
October 10, at St. Timothy UMC,
Detroit.
December 6, the present Mission
Team greeted new Team members
and said farewell to those leaving the
Team at the Christmas party.

With God's love to all,
Jeannine Klay, President

District and conference annual
meetings/celebrations are completed
and now it is time to begin practicing
what was learned.
The Conference UMW Annual
Meeting and Celebration in Sault Ste.
Marie on October 25 was a great
experience.
The theme, “Called into God’s
Mission,”  was fulfilled in many
ways as the program demonstrated
the strengths of UMW mission
efforts.
Your E & I coordinator had the good
fortune to travel back to Detroit with
the keynote speaker, Glory E.
Dhamraraj.   Not   only  was  she   an
inspirational speaker, but the journey
back from Sault Ste. Marie was truly
rewarding.
Six       district    E & I   coordinators
attended the Conference Leadership
Training session, double the
attendance from last  year.  The work
of local missionaries was reviewed
including those stationed in Detroit,
the Upper Peninsula and elsewhere
in Michigan.  The last forty five
minutes was spent meeting with the
treasurers.  The combined group was
made aware of all the ways money is
needed for mission work.  Then the E
& I coordinators participated in the
pledge   service  during  the   Annual
Celebration.   This emphasizes how
important are the pledges to mission
from local units.
A new idea for raising mission funds
was suggested.  It is called “Treat
Money for Missions.”  Individual
UMW members would pick a “treat”
in which they regularly indulge.
They could put that money  aside for
mission work.  This could be done
once a month for a year,  or once a
week for a set period. The
possibilities are endless!
Blessings,  Gloria Jessup,
Conf. Coordinator of E &I

There are so  many  opportunities  to
There are so many opportunities to
nurture    each  other   and  to  be   an
an outreach person.  Are you
constantly asking the Lord to give
you a  sensitivity  to  the feelings of
those around you?  Be alert to those
with needs, both physical and, more
especially, spiritual.  Review the
activities that have been successful
this past year and strive to follow
that pattern in the coming twelve
months.
Social action concerns. . .prayer
partners.  .  .training events. . .
prayer breakfasts. . .retreats. . .the
one day school of Christian Mission.
. .Two day school of Christian
Mission. . .School of the North. .
.annual celebrations. . .and many
other experiences.
There is a wonderful new approach
to local unit meetings which is really
catching on. With so many women
working long hours and having home
responsibilities as well, many on-line
units are forming. One has been
active for over three years and counts
thirty as its membership.  They meet
every so often for face-to-face
fellowship. . . .usually in a restaurant
or other venue so that no time is
required for preparation.  It is an
opportunity to relax together,
worship and serve in ways that fit
their lifestyles.  This is an exciting
possibility for ministry outreach .  If
you would like more information on
this, please contact your Conference
Coordinator of Membership Nurture
and Outreach at
twc2484773825@earthlink.net or go
to Women’s Division at
www.umwonline.org. May the Lord
bless and keep you as you bless
others.

Jo Cone, Conf. Coordinator of
Membership Nurture and Outreach.

New Ideas for
Coordinators of Mission
Education and
Interpretation

 Coordinator of
Membership Nurture
And Outreach

News From Detroit
West District
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The Conference Secretary of
Program Resources has good news!
There was  an increase of readers for
2008.  The biggest increases were in
Plan I and Plan IV -- 303 persons
completed Plan I -- reading four
books, and 38 completed Plan IV by
reading 20 books.  The total number
of readers was 432.  Congratulations
to all those who completed one of the
Reading Plans!
Hopefully, those who have been
reading will continue, and persons
who have not participated will give it
a try.  For 2009 you may read books
from 2005 through 2009.
The four categories in the Reading
Program are Education for Mission,
Nurturing for Community, Social
Action and Spiritual Growth.  New
2009 books under Education for
Mission include Three Cups of Tea
and Lifting Up Hope, Living Out
Justice.  Amish Grace and Faith and
Fitness come under the Nurturing for
Community category.  They Take
Our Jobs and Energy: Use Less, Save
More have a Social Action focus and
The Gift of Change and Why?
Trusting God When You Don’t
Understand are Spiritual Growth
books.
If those titles do not interest you, find
one that does and READ to expand
your knowledge of many of the
issues that affect us as women.
There are also excellent books for
children and youth.  If your unit does
not have a selection of books, check
your local library or exchange books
with another unit.  Book discussion
groups are an excellent method that
can be used to create interest in
reading.
Thank you for your patience during
my four years in this office,
especially as we transitioned from
ordering from Service Center to
Mission Resources (Ruby Anderson
is the new Secretary of Program
Resources)
Jean Sayre, outgoing Conference
Secretary of Program Resources

The resources available to all United
Methodist Women through the
Internet is remarkable.  Answers to
your questions, information on the
mission programs supported by
Women’s Division, and opportunities
to chat with other women around the
country are just a few of the services
available at various websites.
The first place to look is at the
Detroit Conference UMW Website,
www.gbgm-umc.org/detcumw.
There you can find information on
conference meetings and programs,
how to contact conference and
district officers, and, hopefully, an
electronic copy of this newsletter.
The broadest source of  information
about all UMW questions is the
Women’s Division Website at
www.gbgm-umc.org/umw/.  From
there you can find almost anything
about UMW, including  the lists of
all national and international
missions, information about
missionaries, including their mailing
and e-mail addresses, and other
mission education materials.
For Social Action materials, go to
www.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/work/social-action/.
There you will find detailed
information on the issues and actions
advocated by United Methodist
Women.
Perhaps the most exciting website is
www.umwonline.org.  There you can
join an online community of women
who share specific concerns. News
releases, people to contact,
conference calls, and chat rooms
keep you in touch with women all
over the U.S.
You can choose to join one or more
“online communities”  of like-
minded women.  The Welcome
Center  explains the program and
helps you sign up for the topics you
choose.  Included are: All about
UMW, the Reading Program,
Membership Development, Faith
Exploration,     Environment,     and
many others.  If you need help, ask
your grandchildren!

Plan    now  to  go   to   the     UMW
Quadrennial Assembly, April 29
through May 2, 2010 in St. Louis
Missouri. Though it may seem far
away to most, 2010 is just around the
corner. If you start saving now,
“Three dollars a day pays your way”.
The directors and staff of United
Methodist Women. are already
preparing for United Methodist
Women’s Assembly, The planners
met in St. Louis, Mo to set up the
initial steps for the giant quadrennial
event. After getting a tour of the
Assembly space, called America’s
Center, directors came back with
plans to make 2010 the best
Assembly in United Methodist
Women’s history.
The historical gatherings of United
Methodist Women have taken place
since 1945, and the planners felt the
same energy of the first, as they
recollected their first Assemblies.
“The last one I attended brought tears
to my eyes,” said Inelda González,
national president of United
Methodist Women. For most women
speaking about Assemblies they’ve
attended, having the experience itself
was most important.
“I cannot wait for 2010 to appear,”
said Maggie Jackson, national vice
president from East Ohio
Conference. “The plans will help
United Methodist Women to
recognize their rich tradition
unfolding, but also bring a new
beginning.”
Members are encouraged to invite a
young woman to go along.
Individuals can set aside a little extra
to give a daughter or young woman
the chance to experience Assembly.
Units can  also help to send
members.
“I envision thousands of women in
wonderful interaction, charting new
adventures,” comments United
Methodist Women’s national
president Inelda Gonzalez.  For add-
itional info, go to  http://new.gbgm-
umc.org/umw/news/news-
1/?C=5518&i=24489

Reading Program
Has Big Increase

You Can Find It On The Web
2010 UMW Assembly

in St. Louis
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Revs. Kristin and David Markay,
serving at the Chiesa Evangelica

Metodista
via Porro Lambertenghi, 28

20159 Milano, Italy
email: markay@fastwebnet.it

phone: +39-02-607-2631
Congregation’s English web site:

http://www.methodistchurchofmilan.com
(GBGM Advance Special numbers:
Kristin #12193Z, Dave #12192Z)

In the car on our way home from a
church confirmation trip, one of the
teenagers from Ghana got a call on
his cell phone. His eyes became wide
with horror: “Cosa?!” (What?!) he
responded.  “Che e successo!?”
(What happened?!)
 His nineteen-year-old friend Abdul
from Burkina Faso had been killed in
Milano.  Over the course of several
cell phone calls and articles in the
next morning’s paper, the details
began to emerge. Allegedly, young
Abdul had entered a bar with a
friend.  The Italian owner saw him
reach for a one-Euro package of
biscuits on the counter, then leave
the bar. The owner and his son ran
him down in the street and beat him
to death with a metal pipe.  
 Tensions in the country were already
high.  In a town near Napoli, an
angry group of Africans marched in
protest for the recent mob killings of
some of their countrymen.  The night
after Abdul’s murder, 7,000 people
converged on Milano’s Piazza
Duomo: lit candles, angry chants,
banners threatening retaliation.  In
the days leading up to his funeral,
commentators and politicians on all
sides weighed in with
pronouncements.  Abdul’s parents
made a  plea for justice, not revenge.
In a poignantly creative gesture,
people marched to the bar and placed
one-Euro packages of biscuits on the
ground outside the door.
Lions and lambs living together,
according to Eric Law, goes against
our natural behaviors. Instinct would
suggest everything to the contrary.

Leading separate lives would appear
the more prudent, even the easier
choice. Sharing the same
forest, Living without fear, on the
other hand, seems virtually
impossible. That week, God’s
peaceable kingdom sounded like an
annoying, irrelevant bit of fantasy.
Our confirmation friend received a
few other calls on his cell phone that
week. The callers had not known
Abdul, nor had they marched.
Culturally speaking, they might
appear to have more in common with
the bar owners. But they had been at
that confirmation retreat together.
“Just calling to see how you’re
doing,  amico,” one of them said.
 Prison visit:
On a recent Saturday afternoon, our
choir sang in the chapel of  Milano’s
San Vittore prison.  Because of
recent overcrowding, often ten
persons are crammed into rooms
designed for six. Estimates are that
75% of the current 1,424 inmates are
foreigners, some in for violent
crimes, but most in for missing
documents, petty theft, and nowhere
else to put them. When it came time
for intercessory prayers, one by one,
persons rose to pray…in Italian, then
in Romanian, then Mandarin, Arabic,
Portuguese, Spanish, Russian,
French.  A woman rose to give a
testimony: I never thought I’d be in
here.  My four-year-old is on the
outside, and I am here.  But I have
not lost my faith. Directly behind her
head were pictures of the first and
second stations of the cross: one
frame showing Jesus receiving his
sentence from Pilate, the next of the
cross being laid on his back.
Disciple Bible Study:
In September Kristin began teaching
a group of nine adults from three
countries in the congregation’s first
experience with Disciple.  We thank
First UMC in Lancaster, Ohio and
Grace UMC in Wyckoff,  New
Jersey

(Alongside our responsibilities in
Milano, we’ve been serving as
interim pastors for a multi-cultural
congregation in the nearby city of
Novara.  This story comes from
there…)
     At the end of Paul’s list of fruits
of the Spirit is “self-control.” This
last one is difficult.  For individuals
trying to live in Christian
community, the last one is more
dubious.  At first glance, self-control
appears to have less to do with others
and more to do with… well, self.
 More than half-way into worship,
this small inter-cultural congregation
had reached the time of intercessory
prayers.  When it comes to balancing
our cultural traditions in worship,
sermons can be translated, we can
sing one hymn in your language and
another in mine, but praying together
is more difficult than it sounds.  To
those who need an order of worship,
spontaneous praying can feel like
chaos.  To those who involve their
whole bodies in their praying, a
written liturgy can feel like a strait-
jacket.  And to those who are
accustomed to short prayers, the
discomfort stopwatch begins to tick
after two or three minutes. So how
can each pray with integrity, while at
the same time, respect the one with
whom he/she shares a pew?  It’s not
easy.
     This particular congregation has
tried different approaches, and today
it was announced that there would be
a time of “spontaneous” prayer
followed by a much less spontaneous
one in Italian.  The invitation
unleashed a torrent of prayers – some
in Twi, one in French, another in
English. After several minutes,
(which, in the African tradition, is
only just getting started!) I noticed an
uncharacteristically                brusque
(continuted on page7)

A Message from Missionaries Serving in Milan, Italy
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movement in the first row. I glanced
up and saw one of the   African   men
slicing  his  hand  through the   air  at
waist  level. The  message  was clear:
that’s enough, no more prayers, cut
it; don’t overwhelm our Italian
brothers    and   sisters.  They’ve
got some prayers ready to read. Give
them space. This is their home, too.
     A choir director once said that the
split-second of silence after a piece is
sung, when the echo of the last note
still hangs in the air, is the choir’s
gift to God. The space between those
two prayers that day honored both
God and the other.

Italian goof-up of the month:
Dave thought he had asked our
neighborhood hardware store owner
for some rubber washers (“anelli”).
He had, however, asked for “agnelli”
(lambs/sheep). “So pastor,” the clerk
responded with a smile, “you have
lost them?”
Thank you for your prayers, your
letters and your financial support. In
these difficult economic times, we
are aware of the significance and
sacrifice behind your gifts to support
us.
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Missionaries
(continued from page 6) Conference Officers

President, Linda A. Schramm,  244 S. Elk Street,  Sandusky, MI 48471
      810-648-4696     lars@greatlakes.net
Vice President, Mary Fox, 1041 Gerald Miller Road, West Branch, MI
      48661,989-345-0298, mlquig@sbcglobal.net
Secretary, Patricia Donaldson, 20527 Sunderland,  Detroit, MI 48219
      313-531-7718, donaldsonpatricia@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer, Kay Mowery, 3155 Amsterdam Road, Clio,MI 48420
       810-636-6325, ���������	��	
��
���
Coordinators of:
  Spiritual Growth,  Tapuwa Mumbiro, 22037 Share, St Clair Shores,MI
         48082,  586-293-6959
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We need Bibles!
Some people never owned one.
Some lost it in the perilous
journey to Italy. Some always
thought it was just for the priest
to have.  And, with more
people in worship and Bible
studies, we can’t keep enough
Bibles in stock!  If you or your
congregation would like to
donate new copies  of The
Good News version (“plain-
edged,” 1.46” x 8.08” at $9.49
each, available from
Cokesbury) to our
congregation, please contact us
on the best way to ship them.
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Ann Arbor District UMW had a
fine Annual Celebration at
Ypsilanti UMC on October 10,
2008. The keynote speaker was
Rev. Ann Emerson, Director of
Lake Huron Retreat Center. Her
theme was ”I Have Called You by
Name and You are Mine.”
Everyone commented on the
inspirational message, taken from
the 2008 Spiritual Life Study.
Leadership training was an hour
before the celebration and the
number of officers attending the
seminar was double the previous
years.
One of the local units has had an
e-mail group for two or three
years. About twenty younger
women of the church now want to
set up a meeting time and get
together in person. It is a group
that is well grounded spiritually
and socially with an inspiring
message.  This is an idea that
others could try.
In order to attend the Conference
UMW Celebration and Meeting on
October 25, several women from
the Ann Arbor District went to
Flint by 6:30 AM to catch the
chartered bus, and  others drove
the whole distance to the Soo.
The attendees thoroughly
enjoyed the gathering, the music,
the fellowship and the message
by Glory Dharmaraj.
One of the circles in the District
President’s own unit, here in Ann
Arbor, had the opportunity to hear
her share the information about
Giving Our Hearts Away, the
story of culture and faith of Native
Americans in the face of hostility
and discrimination from
mainstream American culture.
 Ann Arbor District is working on
revising our Standing Rules.

Winona Church,  District President

Elected Leadership Training

Detroit East Leadership Training was
held  on the first Saturday in
November at Warren First UMC.
Highlights of the Training:
The purpose of our organization is to
be in mission for Women, Children
and Youth locally and globally.
A Clearer Understanding of Mission
Today Objectives included:
·  An Explanation of Mission

Giving, Mission Giving Plus,
Five Star Units and Five Star
Women (Person)

·  Sharing of ideas on mission
projects, raising funds for the
unit, connecting with other units

·  The Connection on each level
among the local units, District
Team, Conference Team and
Women’s Division.

Conference Annual Meeting
The trip to the Annual Meeting was
an opportunity to witness God in our
presence.
One of the members left her purse
with all her belongings at a rest stop.
It was turned in and secured until it
was retrieved on our return trip.  Our
sisters stepped in and made certain
she did not have a thing to worry
about because she was covered. God
is good.
The bus had mechanical problems.
Someone led us in prayer for God to
intercede and provide a safe trip
home. Within an hour, the problem
had been solved and we returned
home safely. God is good. All the
time.
We laughed, talked, slept, shared
snacks and made new friends.
The Conference Elected Leadership
Training and Annual Meeting was
one of the best.  The hospitality and
food was remarkable.  Thanks to
everyone who made it possible.
 (continued on page  9)

Flint District held its Annual
Meeting  on October 9, 2008 at
Goodrich UMC.  One of  the
members. Pat Shepard, portrayed
“Mrs. Phoebe Palmer,”  an early
Methodist woman, complete with
old-fashioned dress, cape and shoes.
Mrs. Daniel Wallace installed the
new officers and presented each with
a stole with a felt cross on it.
Conference President Diana Miller
was also present.  Leadership
training was held in the afternoon.
Those who did not attend one of the
officer sessions had an opportunity to
share a Bible Study with Rev.
Ziegler.
A number of Flint District UMW
members went on a one day Mission
trip to Grand Rapids, visiting the
Clark Memorial Home and taking a
luncheon  boat   trip   on   the   Grand
River.  Another group joined with
Port Huron and Saginaw Bay
Districts on a mission trip to Native
American missions in the Upper
Peninsula in June.
Another large group attended the
Conference UMW Annual Meeting
and Celebration in Sault Ste. Marie
on October 25.
The District slate of officers for 2009
is complete, with a number of new
members joining the team.  We will
keep you all in our prayers.

  Esther Alderman, President.

  In Memoriam
Irene Norris of  Berkley/Dearborn

June 27, 1919 - August 12, 2008

Past Conference President
1969-1973

Member more than fifty years

News From the Districts
Ann Arbor District Detroit East District Flint  District
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The first event of 2009 for Marquette
District will be the Spiritual Growth
Retreat in April. It will be back to
Manistique by popular vote. Date
and speaker will be announced in the
January District  newsletter.
Five District Officers and several
other UMW members from
Marquette District attended the two
day School of Mission and Hands on
Mission Experience this summer.
The Port Huron Retreat Center is an
inspiring experience.  Everyone is
looking forward to attending again in
2009. If you can’t attend the Schools
of Mission in the summer, come to
the School of the North in Gaylord in
October. Bring your friends! This
year, a young woman 13 years old
and her mother from L’Anse came to
the School of  the North for their first
time. Both agreed that it was a great
experience.
The ballot for the District Mission
Team for 2009 is filled. If you don’t
receive the Newsletter, please let a
district officer know. Every church in
the Marquette District should be
receiving the Newsletter. Pastors
please share the newsletter with
women  in your church, even if the
church does not have a United
Methodist Women unit.  The District
Team is available to help set up a
local unit in any church that does not
have one.

Blessings
Jane Bennett, President

Port Huron  district annual  meeting,
was Saturday, October 11 at
Mayville UMC and all went very
smoothly.
Linda Schramm was honored as she
completes her tenure on Women’s
Division. Diana Miller, completing
her tenure as Conference UMW
President, was also honored.
Schramm will be the new president
of Detroit Conference UMW, and
Miller is vice president of the North
Central Jurisdiction Leadership
Team.
Amy Albert from the Oscoda Indian
Reservation was the keynote speaker
at the district meeting. She gave
much new data about Native
American endeavors and their
various agencies in Michigan.
The mission trip to the Native
American Reservations in Upper
Michigan, the School of Christian
Mission teaching about Native
American Survival and the district
meeting with Amy have been truly
enlightening. It is important to know
what United Methodist Women can
do in God's world. It is tragic to see
the parallels between the Occupation
of Palestine and all the broken
treaties and agreements between the
UN, Israel and the same broken legal
promises that the United States
Government made with our Native
Americans, as we have learned in our
resources in both our Schools of
Christian Mission.
Women need to take classes and
attend mission trips to see the true
picture.
Blessing on God's work on the behalf
of women, children and youth.
Shalom, Lynne Staples ,President

The Advent Season has just ended. It
is time to look at the past, present
and future of God’s gift to us, His
Son.  It’s time to make sure plans are
in place for the coming year.
The District Celebration Day, as are
all district celebration days, was an
opportunity to review local unit,
individual, and district
accomplishments for the year.  There
was time for leadership training and
once again, time for fellowship.
All of these activities relate to our
Purpose and we are women with
purpose!  May we never lose sight
of opportunities to develop and grow
so that we may provide mission
giving to support women, children,
and youth.
During the coming year, mission
teams for United Methodist Women
need to reflect on what has been
accomplished the past year as well as
making sure plans are in place for the
current year.
 Saginaw Bay District has had a good
year. The Spiritual Enrichment
 Brunch was well attended in spite of
the weather. Rev. Joy Barrett’s
message was inspiring.  Rev. Mary
Lynch taught the “Truth about
Truth” at the Spiritual Life Retreat
and the  time for fellowship was
rewarding. The mission awareness
trip to God’s Country Cooperative
Parish, Zeba Indian Church, and
Green Sky Indian Church gave much
knowledge of Native American
culture in Michigan.  Opportunities
to attend School of Christian Mission
Christian Mission were varied.
(continued on page 8)

More District News

Marquette District Port Huron District Saginaw/Bay Dist.
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The 2009 Schools of Christian
Mission will be returning to the same
sites as last year’s schools.
  The School of the South will be
Saturday, July 18, 2009 at Howell
First UMC.  It will again offer the
opportunity to sample all three
studies.
This year’s Spiritual Growth study
will be “Food and Faith.”  The
geographic Mission Study will be
“Sudan.”  “Giving Our Hearts Away:
Native American Survival” will be
repeated for the second year.  The
study leader for this topic will be
Rev. Jerry DeVine, the 2008 study
leader at the School by the Lake.
Other study leaders will be
announced later.
The 2009 School by the Lake will be
Thursday through Saturday, August
20-22 at Lake Huron Retreat Center.
Attendees will have an opportunity
to study  “Food and Faith,” and one
of the other two topics.  The Retreat

Detroit East District Annual
Meeting

The Annual Meeting was held at
Berkley First on October 11.  The
keynote speaker was Rev. Faith
Fowler. Her message inspired the
attendees to expand their mission
projects.
  The Ingathering Project supplied
over 1400 blankets for the Tri-
County Area. There was an increase
in the number of Five Star Units and
Five Star Women.  We welcome
District Superintendent Duane Miller
and Rev. Darryl Totty as Five Star
Persons.

Brenda Street, President

Center site is very popular and early
registration is encouraged.
The Retreat Center has a capacity of
120 people, and ten to twelve of
those will be housed at the Hampton
Inn on the north side of Port Huron.
 The 2009 School of the North, a
joint effort of Detroit and West
Michigan Conference UMWs will be
Monday and Tuesday, October 19 to
20 at Gaylord UMC. This school
offers the added feature of training in
the studies for children and youth.
Hands on Mission Experience will be
Thursday, August 20, 2009 in the
Port Huron area.
Joy Coyle will again be the dean of
the Detroit Conference UMW
Schools of Christian Mission.
Betty Thomas will be the Registrar
for The School of the South and the
School by the Bay.  Early
registration may be submitted to her
e-mail, bthomas610@sbcglobal. net.
Registration forms will be available
on the Conference website later this
year.

Section II on page 38, entitled
“Giving by United Methodist
Women,” especially the paragraph
headed:  Authority to Secure Funds.
An important reality shared  at the
Leadership Training Event was that
the world has changed.  Churches
and related organizations are being
audited; there are no exceptions for
these organizations where good
accounting practices are involved;
and as United Methodist Women,
accountability must be the
watchword.
And finally, please remember that all
resources, natural and financial, are
from God, and it is the responsibility
of people of faith to see that these
resources are made available to
meet the needs of all, especially
those who do not now share in God’s
feast.  May God bless your efforts in
His service.

In 2008,  one of over two hundred
national mission projects that
received funding from Women’s
Division Funding   was the Detroit
Micro-enterprise Fund. The Fund is
patterned after the Bangladesh
Grameen Bank women’s microcredit
program whose founder, Mohammed
Yunas, won the 2006 Nobel Peace
Prize.
The grant assisted low income
women to start and grow small
businesses in Detroit. Small loans,
training, technical support and
continuous business counseling are
provided to these small business
owners in order to assure their
success.
Two women received loans from the
funds supplied by Women’s
Division. Both were single mothers.
One business was a new start-up that
assists high school student athletes to
obtain scholarships to NCAA schools
of their choice. The second expanded
her day spa business and hired seven
other women as a result.  Any local
unit that would like to hear more
about this program may contact
Mary Fayerweather at microfund
@sbcglobal.net.

The spiritual growth study was I
Believe in Jesus.  Through the study
of Israel/Palestine or Giving Our
Hearts Away:  Native American
Survival there was much to be gained
to improve an understanding of
situations others experience in their
lives.
My prayer for you is that you are
able to absorb and enjoy all the
opportunities available to you.

Peace and blessings,
Mary Whitman, President

Detroit East District
Continued from page 6

Saginaw Bay District
Continued from page 7

Plan Now for 2009 Schools of Christian Mission
Women’s  Division
Awards Local Grant

Important  Info for Treasurers
(continued from Page 3)
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Scenes From Conference UMW Conference Meeting

October 25, 2008

Bishop Keaton Serves
Communion

Linda A. Schramm and
Angie Hart Present Their

Skit

Dr Dharmaraj Speaks

Some of the Thousands of
Socks

The Beautiful Worship Center
Done by Connie Rottiger
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2009 Dates to Remember

Friday,  March 6 Church Women United World Day of  Prayer

Friday & Saturday, April 17 & 18 Church Women United  State Assembly,  Livonia

Wednesday – Sunday, May 13-17 Detroit Annual Conference, Adrian

Saturday July 18 School of Christian Mission,  School of the South, Howell

Thursday, August 20 Hands On Christian Mission, Port Huron

Friday & Saturday, August 21-22 School of Christian Mission, School by the Lake, Lake Huron Retreat Center

Monday &  Tuesday, October 19- 20 School of Christian Mission, School of the North, Gaylord

Friday, October 23 Conference Elected Leadership Training,  Fenton

Friday, October 23 The Detroit Conference News  Dinner meeting,  Fenton

Saturday, October 24 Detroit Conference UMW Annual Celebration & Meeting, Fenton



����������



� ������!"��#!�$��������


