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 The Staff Parish Relations (SPR) 
Committee wishes to formally welcome 
Jacki Stranathan and Reverend Jeff 
Odom to their positions as visitation 
pastors for Catonsville United 
Methodist Church.  For Jacki, this 
adds to her position as Director of 
Christian Education.  She requested 
that her new position be called 
Director of Discipleship and the SPR 
Committee consented.  Jeff takes the 
position as visitation pastor after 
serving in ministry as an ordained 
elder for many years and becoming 
familiar to many CUMC members 
through the Costa Rican mission trips. 
 Jacki and Jeff together combine to 
take over the activities and duties that 
had been performed by Pastor Young 
in his position as Associate Pastor.  
Last year, at the urging of Pastor 
Waddell and with the support of 
Pastor Young, the SPR Committee 
evaluated the need for two ordained 
elders at Catonsville United Methodist 
Church.  The primary issue was one of 

financial responsibility. Given the 
economic downturn, Pastor Waddell 
was rightly concerned about the 
congregation’s ability to meet a very 
large budget.  Reducing the number of 
ordained elders reduces church 
expenses by many thousands of dollars 
by eliminating payments for housing 
allowances, and the church’s portion 
of pastoral retirement and medical 
insurance charges. 
 The recommendation to eliminate 
the Associate Pastor position was 
considered only after several meetings 
in which the issues were discussed, 
including meeting with Pastor Young 
to get his views.  He supported the 
idea.  The recommendation was made, 
accepted by the Administrative Board, 
and passed at the Charge Conference. 
 The need for someone to perform 
the duties Pastor Young had been 
doing was obvious and the SPR 
Committee undertook the task of 
finding such a person.  The committee�
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had the church secretary place ads in 
Conference publications, and job 
announcements appeared in the 
����������	�����  and the bulletin. 
 The SPR Committee received 
applications from four individuals prior 
to the stated date on which we would 
begin considering applications.  Subse-
quently, two more applications arrived.  
From the four that arrived prior to the 
start of application review, the 
committee interviewed three. One of the 
criterion that the committee had set in 
selecting someone for the job was that 
the person commit to making Catonsville 
United Methodist his or her home 
church, so that congregation members 
would get to know him or her.  One of 
the interviewees could not do that and 
was eliminated from consideration. 
 The last hurdle in the hiring process 
was selecting between two highly 
qualified candidates both of whom were 
well acquainted with the church and 
familiar to many members of the 
congregation.  The committee agonized 
over how to select between them.  As it 
turned out, neither one was interested in 
the amount of time the committee 
expected the job would require.  The 
committee considered what to do, as 
we still had not received any additional 

 
applications and time for filling the 
position was running short.  One 
committee member proposed that we 
ask Jacki and Jeff if they would be 
willing to split the job.  That idea was 
roundly greeted as Solomonic in its 
wisdom and remarkable in its 
practicality.  The candidates were 
agreeable to that arrangement and so the 
committee hired both Jacki Stranathan 
and Jeff Odom to split the duties of the 
visitation pastor. 
 The duties the committee set out for 
the visitation pastor are to visit shut-in 
and hospitalized members of the 
congregation, to visit potential new 
members, and to preach four services a 
month.  On the preaching, the committee 
preferred not to prescribe a specific 
arrangement but rather to allow Pastor 
Waddell and the visitation pastor to 
work out the details.  The committee’s 
intent was to give Pastor Waddell relief 
preparing a sermon every week and 
preaching four services every Sunday.  
The committee suggested to Jacki and 
Jeff that each one preach every other 
month.  During their month, they could 
preach all four services one Sunday or 
they could preach the morning services 
one week and the evening service 
another.  However it worked best for	
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 The October XYZ meeting will be 
in the "	�
��� #���� 	�� ���	$��� � �� � ���
  %!����
�   Bring your lunch, utensils 
and a mug.  The program will be 
presented by Officer Dave Kruger 
from the Baltimore County Police K9 
Corps, with his two trained dogs. 
 The November meeting will be in 
the "	�
���#���� 	�� �	��
$���  ! �� � ���
  %!����
�   The program will be given 
by Margaret Milleker, a retired teacher, 
entitled “School Daze.”  Wear your 
favorite school colors!  A salute to 
Veterans will also be presented.  Don’t 
forget your lunch, utensils and mug.  
Drinks and dessert will be provided. 
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 This year, instead of a Christmas 
dinner, the United Methodist Women 
will host a Christmas luncheon.  Please 
save the date for the UMW Christmas 
Luncheon to be held on "'���*+�
(���
$��� )� ���  �%!�� ,�
�� 
�� ����
"	�
��� #��� .  Look for details in the 
church bulletins.  Please join us as we 
ring in the Christmas season! 
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 The �	'�-� .�'���  are having a 
Bible Study on the book of James each 
/�'����*� �
-��� ��� 0%��� ,�
�  at the 
Jacobson’s home (413 Stratford Road 
in Catonsville).  You are welcome to 
come and go as your schedule allows.  
Please contact David Jacobson with any 
questions (atdavid@crossability.org). 
Hope to see you Thursday!  
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 There will be an informational 
kick-off meeting for the 2010 VIM 
mission trip to Costa Rica for team 
members, family, and friends.  To 
learn more about our 2�$�� �3��+��� �  
trip, please join us on 2�
��*+�
�	��
$��� ! �� ����0%!��,�
��
��1		
�
�  .  If you are interested in joining the 
mission team or if you have any 
questions about the trip, please attend 
the meeting or contact Phil Bowman 
(pbowman0914@comcast.net or 410-
744-7527).   
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 Fellow members of Catonsville 
United Methodist Church, the time of 
year is here again when witches, 
goblins and vampires will appear.  
Yes, Halloween is just around the 
corner.  But please don’t give the 
vampires your blood.  Give it to us 
instead!  Our semi-annual blood drive 
is being held on ���	$��� �� �� � 
�� ����
"	�
���#����  
 Please sign up to donate a pint of 
blood and help us fill our 30 pints 
allocation to the American Red Cross.  
Remember, one pint of blood can save 
six lives.  Call Jane Oberndorf and 
make a scheduled time for your 
donation (410-744-1741).  Remember 
����� �� ��  and please give us your 
blood! 
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 Last year the Property Committee 
tested all drinking water in both the 
main church building and Asbury Hall.  
Only three drinking water sources in 
Asbury Hall required further action.  
Two were the water fountains on the 
1st and 2nd floor and the third was a 
faucet outlet in the kitchenette between 
classrooms 101 and 102.  These three 
water sources were placed out of 
service until the problem could be 
resolved.   
 The good news is that we have 
resolved the action item and these 
three drinking water sources have been 
placed back in service.  The Property 
Committee apologizes for any incon-
venience this may have caused. 
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 The Church Trustees and Property 
Committee are in the process of 
upgrading our existing security system, 
installing additional security cameras on 
the parking lot and in the hallway 
outside of the church office, and 
installing a new fire alarm system. 
 Within the next two weeks, we will 
be rolling over to the new security 
system.  Access codes have to be 
entered into the new system, opening 
many opportunities for data errors.  The 
Property Committee apologizes in 
advance for any inconvenience this may 
cause you and asks for your patience.  
Please report any problems either to 
Kathy Kluka or directly to me. 
 I would like to take this opportunity 
to remind everyone that if you have a 
key to the church, you should have an 
access code.  If you don’t have an 
access code and need one, either let me 
know or give the key back to the office.  
Finally, if you have an access code and 
you no longer have a need to enter the 
church during security hours, please let 
me know.  Thank you. 

%
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Jacki, Jeff and Pastor Waddell was 
acceptable to the committee, as long as 
the requirement of four services a 
month is met by the visitation pastors.�
 Finally, the role of the Staff Parish 
Relations Committee is to handle 
employment issues for the church, 
including matters relating to the 
relationship between the congregation 
and the pastor and staff.  If anyone has 
concerns or questions, I encourage 
them to contact the committee directly.  
There is a Staff Parish Relations 
Committee mailbox so you may leave 
a note or letter, or you may call me 
directly to tell me your concerns or to 
seek answers to your questions. 
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Did You Know...… 
· � that the Communion Table was 

given in memory of Mary E. 
(Molly) Molesworth by her family 
(Becky and Howard McNamara, 
Beth and Bob Wilson, Kathleen 
and Walt Smith) and friends? 

 
· � that the Maderia Communion Cloth 

and Irish Linen Veil for use on the 
communion table were given in 
memory of Malcolm G. Vinzant by 
his wife, Jean, and family? 

 
· � that the Bible and Bible stand in 

the Little Chapel were given in 
memory of Lorena Bassler by the 
Mizpah Circle? 
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 We wish to thank our church family 
for its many expressions of love and 
sympathy during our time of tragic loss.  
We ask for your continued prayers.  

 ���	���	!�����	"������	
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 Thank you so much for the 
continued prayers for me and my family 
as this disease progresses.  Thank you 
to Rev. Odom for his visit last week and 
for praying with me.   

#���	����	���	
��$���	���	����	
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 What a wonderful group of people!  
I want to thank each and every one of 
you for your prayers through my long 
months leading up to surgery.  The visit 
from Pastor Mark in the hospital before 
I went to surgery was so needed.  And 
thank you for the visit from Rev. Odom 
(I went home as he was getting to the 
hospital!) and the sanctuary flowers. 
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 This is a long overdue thank you for 
the love and support you gave me as I 
followed my calling, my deepest longing, 

 
to prepare myself for a ministry with 
older adults.  For years, I felt drawn to 
minister to the elderly and dying.  
Volunteer work was a starting place, but 
I knew in my heart God was calling me 
further.  When I left teaching to begin 
working at Glynn Taff Assisted Living 
and to attend Wesley Seminary, I wasn’t 
quite sure where it was leading, but I 
always had the sense that I was where I 
needed to be, and God was taking care 
of the rest, preparing a place for me. 
 So after years of hard work, 
sustained by prayers and encourage-
ment, I am serving as Pastoral Care and 
Community Life Director at Glynn Taff.  
I still stop in amazement sometimes, 
aware that I am living the life I 
imagined some ten years ago.  I love my 
work.  God is so close in it.  Each 
morning He takes my hand, and we 
walk into the facility together. 
 So, thank you – for financial 
support, for your words of cheer, for 
believing in me and lifting me up in 
prayer.  Through you, God has blessed 
me, and I am very grateful.  May God 
bless each of you with an intimate 
knowledge of His love and touch you 
with His marvelous hand of grace!�
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July 25, 2009 
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July 15, 2009 
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August 18, 2009 
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August 23, 2009 
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August 26, 2009 
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 The following 13 members of our 
UMW Circles have completed the 
Reading Program for the year and will 
receive certificates at the District 
Meeting on October 10th:  ���$��	
'���������	 &�������	 "����	 %���	
��������	 ��������	 ���������	 ��$����	
!�������	 (���$	 !���)����	 �����	
���������	 '����	 �������	  ���	 ����)��$�	
%��*�	 �����������	 ������	 ��������	
 ���	&����������	���	������	#�����+	
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 Our resident soprano, Heather 
Kniotek DeSimone, is offering voice 
lessons to those interested in musical 
theater, song and classical repertoire.  
Heather has been studying voice since 
childhood, through college, and at 
graduate school at the Peabody 
Institute.  She would love to share her 
knowledge and love of singing.  If 
interested or if you have any questions, 
please contact Heather (631-275-7656 
or classichak@hotmail.com). 
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· � Provide a structure for all ages to actively 
develop a personal relationship with God 
through corporate worship, religious 
education, mission to the church 
community, and mission to the local 
and global community. 

· � Nurture and encourage service to our 
church and community beyond. 

· � Be a place of spiritual refuge, study, and 
worship for those needing a time of rest, 
reflection and nurturing. 

· � Become disciples to make disciples. 

!��������� �
6 Melvin Avenue – Catonsville, Maryland 21228 

Phone: 410-747-1886     Fax: 410-747-6304     Social Hall: 410-788-7886 
E-mail: cumc21228@verizon.net     Web: www.catonsvilleumc.org 

��	�
������������
The Providence Press is a bi-monthly 
publication of the Catonsville United 
Methodist Church. Deadline for 
information to be submitted is the 
second Sunday of each month. 
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	Pastor of Visitation
	Director of Discipleship
	Jacki Stranathan

	Director of Youth Ministries
	Church Secretary
	Kathy Kluka

	Director of Music and Organist
	Jane Sneeringer and Julie Taylor
	Tim Pyle

	Soloists
	Heather Kniotek-DeSimone & Jan Strevig

	Nursery Attendants
	Facilities Manager
	George Powell

	Custodian
	Ray Maisel

	Wedding Facilitator
	Karen Higby

	Stewards
	Kristina Bowman, Andy Coates, Chris
	Coleman, Eric Crum, and Emily Higby

	Interpreters for the Deaf
	MUSIC VOLUNTEERS
	Handbell Director
	Gary Havens


