
Dates To Remember 

October 1 Lay Leadership or  

Nominating Committee 
Meeting 

October 2 Beginning Quilting 

October 6 Church Meetings 

 Crocheting Basics 

October 8 Old Testament Girls Gone 
Wild (OTGGW) Study 

 Beginning Quilting 

 Baking With Dianne 

October 15 Old Testament Girls Gone 
Wild (OTGGW) Study 

October 17 Newsletter Deadline 

October 19 Homecoming Service 

 Dedication of New  

Parsonage 

 Open House 

October 20 Beginning Sewing  

Repairs 

October 22 Old Testament Girls Gone 
Wild (OTGGW) Study 

 UMW Meeting 

October 29 Old Testament Girls Gone 
Wild (OTGGW) Study 

October 30 Countryside’s Charge Con-
ference @ Homer UMC 

October 7 Reading Group 

October 9 CUPS Meeting 

October 31 Happy Halloween!! 

October 13 Columbus Day 

 Memorial Committee Meet-
ing 

 Sunday School Team Meet-
ing 

� As pastor I am called 
every year to give a state of the 
church and account of my pas-
toral ministry.  It is to be a look 
at both the past and the future.  
This report will be included in 
the Charge Conference papers on 
October 30.  I wanted it to be 
available for all to read and re-
flect prayerfully upon before-
hand.  It is meant to start and en-
courage conversations of what 
Countryside has and should be 
all about. 
 The last year has been 
one of intense activity at Coun-
tryside.  You do not have to look 
far to see changes and develop-
ments in our community and our 
church.  Those changes have 
come with stresses and conflicts 
at times.  Change is hard.  Yet a 
church, like any living organism, 
must adapt and change or wither 
and die.  As pastor, I see Coun-
tryside choosing life in a multi-
tude of ways during this past 
year. 
 First, Countryside has 
once again seen major develop-
ments in the buildings of the 
church. Much of the focus of 
these improvements has been to 
position us for  

continued ministry in the 21st 
century. Numerous steps have 
been taken to make the church 
building more efficient in the 
face of soaring energy costs. 
We already see the results of 
these efforts in a lowering of 
our energy consumption. Not 
only does this make good sense 
fiscally, it also shows growing 
respect for God’s good creation. 
The building of a new parson-
age was a great step of faith as 
well as an investment for Coun-
tryside’s future. As  
(Continued on page 2) 

October  5 
2 Thessalonians 3               
“All Together Now” 
 
October 12 
John 13:1-16                      
“Gifts from Jesus:  An Example” 
 
October 19 
John 13:31-35; 15:12-17    
“Gifts from Jesus:  Love” 
 
October 26  
John 14:1-3                        
“Gifts from Jesus:  A Place in His 
House” 
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the new parsonage will be a model 
of accessibility, efficiency, and 
beauty among our conference 
churches.  This achievement is a 
result of the vision of a few, cou-
pled with the determination of our 
building committee chair, and the 
abilities and generosity of the peo-
ple of Countryside who have 
worked hard to both renovate the 
old parsonage and build the new 
one.  We were blessed by God in 
providing a timely buyer for the old 
place.  The improvements in our 
church and parsonage are some-
thing to be proud of.  May our 
physical presence glorify God in 
ever more exciting ways. 
 While the work on the 
buildings of Countryside has re-
quired much effort and attention it 
has been only a  part of what has 
happened over the last year.  A 
number of exciting developments 
have occurred in other areas as 
well.  One area of growth is in that 
of discipleship and Christian educa-
tion.  The year began with a group 
continuing to work through the Bi-
ble with the Disciple program.  It 
has culminated this fall in the en-
hancement and promotion of Sun-
day School and the creation of nu-
merous evening and weekend learn-
ing events for Countryside and our 
communities.  In between these ac-
tivities we participated in our sev-
enth CUPS Vacation Bible School 
hosted at Countryside.  Such learn-
ing opportunities grounded in disci-
pleship will help our own people to 
grow closer to Christ, provide entry 
points for others to join our com-
munity, utilize the great talents of 
our people, and provide a way to 
grow in our relationships with one 
another.  Many of the classes of-
fered are focused on practical skills 
and applications in a setting that 

allow us to model Christian spiritu-
ality.  A related hope is that the 
people of Countryside will under-
stand how vital Christian growth is 
in their lives and take advantage of 
the opportunities available in Sun-
day School and small groups, led 
by caring and committed individu-
als, for themselves and their chil-
dren. 
 The people of Countryside 
continue to minister to the hurting 
people of our area and the world as 
Jesus commands us.  This year we 
have supported directly missions 
work in Liberia and the Czech Re-
public.  A group of our youth trav-
eled to Tennessee to minister to the 
poor people of the Newport area.  
Locally we have continued to help 
families in need, supported Cun-
ningham Children’s Home and 
other ministry stations, and reached 
out to those who are hurting around 
us.  One of the new ways this is 
happening is through the “Cuddles” 
program at Carle Foundation Hos-
pital.  Faceless dolls are sewn and 
provided in a sanitary package to 
children coming into the Emer-
gency Department of Carle.  The 
kids are told this is a gift from the 
people of Countryside and are in-
vited to name the doll and provide 
him/her with features using a 
marker.  Once again the practical 
skills of our people are being util-
ized to touch the lives of those who 
are suffering.  Many other similar 
ministries are supported by our peo-
ple as individual volunteers or part 
of a small group from Countryside. 
 Financially the church has 
been able to meet its commitments.  
A growth in member giving of 
more than ten percent over last year 
coupled with good stewardship on 
the part of our treasurer and others 
has resulted in a solid fiscal situa-
tion.  The spring auction has contin-
ued to play a vital role in us being 

able to finance necessary updates to 
our physical plant while not ne-
glecting our other budget commit-
ments.  We have seen some lean 
years financially at Countryside and 
must not forget to celebrate how 
God has provided for us.  At the 
same time we dare not be compla-
cent when it comes to being good 
stewards of all God has given us.  
Solid teaching on the spiritual re-
wards of giving and the joy of trust-
ing in God for our finances can help 
to alleviate both our financial needs 
and the anxiety that they can engen-
der at times.  God supplies our 
needs as we put our trust in Him 
rather than in the amount in our 
bank account or portfolio. 
 Countryside continues to be 
blessed by talented persons willing 
to use their skills to glorify God in 
worship.  Our musicians are the 
envy of other churches in the area 
for good reasons!  Both of our wor-
ship services offer top quality music 
with variety and dedication.  I often 
gaze out on the congregation during 
worship and can tell that our music 
is touching hearts and drawing per-
sons closer to God.  We are also 
blessed to have three active Lay 
Speakers at the present time.  When 
you include the contribution of our 
retired  
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Contribution of our retired pastors 
you realize how rich in blessings 
we are.  My hope is that we can 
continue to find ever better ways to 
facilitate the meeting between hu-
man beings and our great God dur-
ing worship time. 
 This summer Countryside 
hosted an intern for the first time.  
Bennett Woods brought us a level 
of excitement about ministry and 
devotion to God that was refreshing 
in one so young.  He participated in 
our youth mission trip, Vacation 
Bible School, music program, 
preaching, planning, visitation, and 
many other areas of life at Country-
side.  He even experienced the 
practical challenges of a flooded 
basement and home showings!  
Countryside demonstrated its hospi-
tality and love by providing him a 
safe and caring place to learn about 
ministry and by blessing him with 
generous funding for his upcoming 
mission to Liberia.  Countryside 
participates in the wider ministry of 
our District and Conference by pro-
viding such opportunities and pay-
ing our apportionments in full. 
 Our plans for future devel-
opments at Countryside give me 
great hope as they are heavily fo-
cused on developing our greatest 
resource:  our people.  Last spring a 
group from our church attended a 
seminar on Stephen Ministry.  This 
is a program where individuals 
from the congregation are trained to 
help others through crisis situations.  
We came back excited to bring this 
training to Countryside.  In Septem-
ber the Administrative Council 
voted to approve the funding neces-
sary for Countryside to become a 
part of Stephen Ministry.  The plan 
is for two persons from our church 
to go early in 2009 for leadership 
training.  They will return and train 

others at Countryside who want to 
touch the lives of their brothers and 
sisters in Christ on a deep level by 
walking beside them through tough 
times.  After hearing the testimo-
nies of those who have benefited 
from this ministry at other places, I 
am convinced it will also bless us. 
 Another area of perceived 
need was a growth in our reaching 
out to the people around us.  We 
have responded to that by offering 
classes and events, by hosting 
groups, and by inviting our 
neighbors to worship.  We also are 
scheduled to attend sessions that 
will enable us to offer some train-
ing for our church family in natural, 
relationship-based witnessing.  We 
need to be able to tell our families, 
neighbors, and friends about Jesus 
Christ.  Some guidance and practice 
in how that is effectively done can 
make it a loving task any Christian 
can do. 
 Finally, we have a contin-
ued need to develop leaders at 
Countryside.  Through death, de-
parture, and natural burnout we 
have fewer and fewer people pro-
viding more and more of the leader-
ship at Countryside.  We have had 
several new leaders step forward 
but there are always more needs 
than there are people to meet them.  
It is an issue that goes back to Jesus 
who told his disciples to pray for 
more laborers in the fields ready for 
harvest. It is important that we offer 
a number of classes and mentoring 
opportunities to help develop and 
encourage the leaders that are pre-
sent and are needed at Countryside 
in the future. 
 Countryside is a place 
where life exists.  We celebrate 
weddings and the birth of babies.  
We host family gatherings and 
showers.  We mourn with families 
at funerals and funeral luncheons.  

We host Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts.  We provide a quiet place to 
pray and a caring place to join to-
gether in meals and fellowship.  
Our community life continues to 
play a vital role for our members 
and those around us.  Countryside 
is a place where you can hear 
laughter and tears, experience joy 
and sorrow.  It is a place where it is 
alright to express either one and 
feel that others who care are there 
with you.  As I focus upon the fu-
ture I am struck by the fact that 
Countryside is not only a place 
where life exists -- it is a living 
place. 
 So where do we go from 
here?  I began my eighth year at 
Countryside on July 1.  Over those 
eight years a lot has happened in 
my household.  In many ways I am 
not the same person who arrived 
here on a late Saturday night in 
June of 2001.  Countryside has also 
experienced losses, growths, and 
many changes since my arrival.  
Even in the midst of our own 
changes we have struggled together 
to live out the Truth of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ in a rapidly chang-
ing world.  As a pastor, I will offer 
some prayerful interpretations of 
where I believe this faith commu-
nity can make an even bigger mark 
for Christ and how it might do so in 
the light of an account of my pas-
toral ministry for the last year. 
 The last year has seen both 
change and continuity in my minis-
try.  I completed the last of the writ-
ten requirements for my recognition 
as a full elder in The United Meth-
odist Church a few weeks ago.  The 
Board of Ordained Ministry re-
quirements have been a part of my 
life since my arrival here!  My old-
est child left home and my young-
est is working on his last year of 
high school.  I see a large change 
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Even bigger mark for Christ and 
how it might do so in the light of an 
account of my pastoral ministry for 
the last year. 
 The last year has seen both 
change and continuity in my minis-
try.  I completed the last of the writ-
ten requirements for my recognition 
as a full elder in The United Meth-
odist Church a few weeks ago.  The 
Board of Ordained Ministry re-
quirements have been a part of my 
life since my arrival here!  My old-
est child left home and my young-
est is working on his last year of 
high school.  I see a large change 
coming as I enter the empty nest 
phase of life still single.  In the 
ways of continuity I continue to 
teach Old Testament for the Con-
ference and to promote Eastern 
European mission opportunities.  I 
continue to believe that the strength 
of the local church can be measured 
in part by how much it participates 
in the world wide mission of the 
church of Jesus Christ. 
 My personal future looks 
both exciting and threatening.  In a 
word it is uncertain.  But that is the 
very nature of the future.  I wish 
some things had turned out differ-
ent in my past.  I wish other things 
were more established in the pre-
sent.  Yet, I find it more beneficial 
to remain optimistic about the fu-
ture.  That does not mean I am not 
realistic about the problems I face.  
It is based upon the sober reality 
that I follow a Savior who over-
came death itself.  One who prom-
ises those that follow Him that they 
will overcome.  Even if the situa-
tion of the world around me is pes-
simistic there is much cause for op-
timism for a servant of King Jesus.  
What is important is for me to not 
lose faith in God or myself. 

 The future of our church 
also looks both threatening and ex-
citing.  There is much that is uncer-
tain or upsetting.  The church in the 
United States is not the same today 
as it was when Countryside was 
formed in the late 1970s.  The 
mainline church has seen a steady 
decline in membership and influ-
ence.  People no longer show up for 
church on the basis of an invitation 
or a notice of service times.  Our 
nation has changed radically and 
much of it has not been for the bet-
ter.  We do not know what the fu-
ture will bring for our local church, 
The United Methodist Church, or 
Countryside.  We are in difficult 
economic times and unsettled social 
times.  Our nation is threatened by 
foreign enemies and at war.  In a 
situation like this it is easy to see all 
the reasons why things are dire and 
to expect the worse.  It can be very 
discouraging. 
 Yet, there are many reasons 
to have a more hopeful view of the 
future of Countryside.  In most sta-
tistical measurements Countryside 
is in the top quarter of the United 
Methodist churches in our District.  
In many ways ours is the strongest 
church in the Philo and Sidney area.  
We have talented and resourceful 
members who are not afraid to real-
istically face the future on the basis 
of our faith in God.  When we do 
that we see that Countryside has the 
resources and the potential to do 
and be much more.  We are in a 
great location with adequate space.  
We have strong assets both in peo-
ple and in financial resources.  We 
are in touch with the people of our 
mission area and have a good repu-
tation among them.  There is 
strength within our walls to over-
come many of the problems we 
face. 

 Our greatest source of hope, 
however, comes from above.  We 
have a Lord who can take a few 
loaves and fishes and feed a multi-
tude.  God is the surest basis for 
hope!  We serve in a Kingdom that 
starts out as small as a mustard seed 
and grows into a mighty tree.  
There is no reason the future for 
Countryside is or should be nega-
tive, dangerous, or scary.  Like the 
Israelites on the edge of the Prom-
ised Land we need to be of good 
courage and step forward into the 
future God has planned for us.  
Like Dorothy in “The Wizard of 
Oz” we need to recognize that we 
already have been given what we 
need to succeed in our calling and 
role as the church.  Countryside is 
alive and a place to come to con-
nect with Jesus who described him-
self as the Truth, the Way, and the 
Life. 
 A few years ago The United 
Methodist Church did an add cam-
paign with the slogan, “Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.”  
I believe that slogan can epitomize 
three areas of growth for us at 
Countryside as we face an uncertain 
future.  First, an open heart is one 
that can be changed.  When Phar-
aoh opposes God in Exodus he has 
a hardened heart -- the opposite of 
an open one.  As we open our 
hearts we are inviting God to work 
in our lives to grow us spiritually.  
The goal is to become more like 
Jesus.  No offense folks, but I have 
not run into anyone lately who is 
just like Jesus -- myself included!  
That shows me the vital need that 
all of us have to seek out continued 
spiritual growth.  Second, an open 
mind is one that accepts differ-
ences.  Countryside is a caring 
place and still there is reluctance to 
accept different styles of worship, 
different approaches to growth, dif-
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Stewardship 

Traditional Service-10:15AM 

Liturgist:  

Ushers/Greeters 

 
 

November Newsletter Deadline 
 The deadline for the November newsletter is Friday, October 17. Please have all 
articles submitted to Brenda Hensch no later than noon. Articles may be submitted via 
email at cumc.office@tswireless.net or brendahensch@comcast.net or placed in Brenda’s 
mailbox in the church office. 

 
 

Meetings Schedule 
The Lay Leadership or nominating committee will meet on October 1 at 1:00 PM . 
Worship Committee will meet at 5:30 PM on Monday, October 6.    
Other committees will meet as needed at 6:30 PM on Monday, October 6.    
Administrative Council will meet at 7:30 PM on Monday, October 6.    
CUPS will meet at the Philo Tavern on Thursday, October 9 at 11:30 AM.   
Memorial Committee will meet at 1:00 PM on Monday, October 13. 
The Sunday School Team will meet at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, October 15 .  

Countryside’s Charge Conference will be at the Homer United Methodist Church on Thursday, October 30 
at 7:00 PM. 

 

 
 

 
 

fense folks, but I have not run  into 
anyone lately who is just like Jesus 
-- myself included!  That shows me 
the vital need that all of us have to 
seek out continued spiritual growth.  
Second, an open mind is one that 
accepts differences.  Countryside is 
a caring place and still there is re-
luctance to accept different styles of 
worship, different approaches to 
growth, different generations, and 
differences in one another.  I cannot 
help but think that as we grow 

closer to God we will be drawn 
closer to one another -- despite our 
differences.  In fact, we may find 
our very differences make us 
stronger and more exciting as a 
group.  Third, we are to have open 
doors.  Anyone I ever invited to 
Countryside has been warmly wel-
comed.  Ours is a caring and open 
church that warmly greets those 
who come to visit.  Yet, open doors 
for others to come in are not 
enough in our day and age.  We 
must be willing to go out those 

open doors with our faith and share 
it with those on the outside.  Jesus 
told us in the Great Commission to 
“go.”  We must utilize our open 
doors to reach out to a community 
as well as to welcome them in.  
May God bless you and our church. 
Pastor Kenneth D. Hutchens 
Countryside UMC of Urbana 
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 Homecoming and Dedication of the New Parsonage 
 Mark your calendars for our annual homecoming and dedication of our 
new parsonage on Sunday, October 19.  We will have a potluck luncheon follow-
ing the second worship service.  At 1 PM we will dedicate the new parsonage.  
There will be an open house to see the parsonage from 1:00 to 3:00 PM that after-
noon.  This is a great time to bring family, friends, and neighbors to Countryside. 

Thank You from the Hutchens Family 
 I would like to thank all of those who did so much to make the new par-
sonage available and helped our family move into it.  It is a lovely place to live.  
It is also a testimony to the talents and dedication of the people of Countryside.  
My hope is that this home will be something that enhances the ministry of Coun-
tryside and is a source of pride for our people.  Please come and take a look at the finished product at our 
Dedication and Open House on October 19.  

Sunday School News 

The Sunday School Team would like to thank everyone for assisting and/or partici-
pating in the Fall Kickoff Celebration that was held September 7.  We had sixty 
individuals signed up to participate in one of our eight Sunday school classes and 
we were able to award new bibles to five incoming third graders.  What a blessing! 

We would also like to take this opportunity to recognize the following businesses 
for making donations to the event:  Monical’s Pizza of Urbana (class pizza party), 
Milo’s Restaurant of Urbana ($50 gift card), Minneci’s Restaurant ($20 gift card) 
and Family Christian Stores (10 pack of CDs).     
 Nancy Wilson and Jessi LeCrone 

Lost and Found 

Would anyone happen to have the Focus on the Family DVD entitled, “Faith Lessons of the 
Promised Land-Vol. 1”?  I loaned it to someone last year and now I can’t recall who it was 
but I really need it returned at this time.  Thanks!        
                Nancy  Wilson 

From the Church Office 

 During the September 8 Administrative Council meeting it was voted as of the end 
of October the church office will be locked due confidentiality and security reasons. The 
doors of the church will remain unlocked as usual. The church office will be unlocked 
during office hours, regular church meeting nights, and Sunday mornings for those who 
need to make copies. For those who bring in mail during the week when the office is 
locked, there will be a mail slot on the east wall of the fellowship hall that you can place 
the mail into. There is a phone in the kitchen that can be used for emergency purposes. 
 Please contact Pastor Ken or Brenda Hensch if you have any question or concerns. 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Nominating 
Committee  

OTGGW 

Jim Herrenknecht 

Dale Kirby 

2 

Beginning 
Quilting 

Darren Kammin 

3 

 

4 

5 

Tenaya Reifsteck 

6 

Church Meetings 

Marjorie Ward 

7 

Reading Group 

Crocheting Ba-
sics 

Wayne Clem 

8 

OTGGW 

Lacey Perry 

9 

CUPS Meeting 

Beginning 
Quilting 

Betsy Bone 

10 11 

Gail Rector 

12 

Ruby Jinks 

Emily Wilson 

13 

 

Memorial Com-
mittee Mtg. 

Baking with Di-
anne 

14 

Crocheting Ba-
sics 

15   OTGGW 

S.S. Teacher’s 
Mtg. 

Macayla Hensch 

Matt Cler 

16 

Michael Lafenhagen 

 

17 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

LaVerne Lafenhagen 

18 

Jordan Wilson 

Bailey Wilson 

19 

Homecoming 
New Parsonage 
Dedication and 

Open House 

20 

Beginning  

Sewing Repairs 

Debbie LeCrone 

21 22 

OTGGW 

UMW Meeting 

 

23 

 

24 

Dale Terven 

25 

Derrick Ennis 

 

26 27 28 29 

OTGGW 

30 

Countryside’s 

Charge  

Conference @ 
Homer UMC 

31 

 

Nolan Miller 
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It’s Pastor Appreciation Month!  

October is Pastor Appreciation Month!  If you get an opportunity, please express your 
gratitude to Pastor Ken for his service to Countryside and to our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
offer the following poem as one expression of thanks. 

 

A Pastor's Heart 

A well spoken message stirs a heart to rejoice 
There is nothing like a strong, resilient voice 

But when sorrow comes, there is no better gift to impart 
Then the gift of a caring, pastor's heart 

A loving touch or a kind word 
A moment of counsel from God's holy word 

A telephone call--after you just heard.., 
Is the gift of our pastor's heart. 

Lord, bless this pastor 
In each new day 

Bless his ministry along the way 
For fame and fortune can never impart 

The precious gift of a caring pastor's heart 
Just a servant of Christ 

and at times a dear friend 
With a desire to love God 

To the very end 
Tending his flock in the Savior's way 

Is the gift of a pastor's heart 
Striving to live 

as an apostle of Christ 
Serving his father giving Godly advice! 

Preaching and teaching and sharing the Word 
Is the gift of a caring pastor's heart. 
Sandra L. Adams, Copyright 2000 

Countryside’s Soup Supper 

 Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 15 for Countryside’s Soup Supper. 
We will be selling tickets soon. Please see Shari Hensch, Mike Wilson, or Bill and 
Anita Million for tickets or questions. 



 
 

IT’S SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER APPRECIATION TIME, TOO!  
 The third Sunday in October is Sunday School Teacher Appreciation Day.  
We take this opportunity to say thanks to our teachers and subs:  Deanna Terven 
(PreK-K), Denise Lewis (1st-2nd grade), Carol Moore (3rd-5th grade), Dianne Lafen-
hagen (6th-8th grade), Zach LeCrone (9th-12th grade), Tom Hand (Good Shepherds), 
Debbie LeCrone (Country Friends), Jessi LeCrone (Life Application) and our 
subs—Becky Kammin, Julie Markel, Pat Miller, Judy Orn, Elizabeth Hatton and 
Patty Metzler.  Bless you all! 

 
 
 

TO OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
There's a time and a place that's special each week, 

Where we're eager to learn of the Word that we seek. 
 

The lessons are studied and scripture is read 
But let us go back a few days, instead. 

 
Your week is so busy and filled with "to do's" 

Like everyone else not a minute to lose. 
 

Your family, your business, work never ending 
Your precious few moments you're ever still lending. 

 
But you make the time to prepare for Sunday 

When you know someone will listen to the words that you say. 
 

So with God's special guidance, with prayer and with time 
You prepare for each Sunday, the Word we can find. 

 
Thank you for giving us an hour each week 

Knowing it is the Word of the Lord that we seek. 
 

And today we are blessed and grow more each day 
Because you dedicate your love to the Lord in this way. 

 
We wouldn't have Sunday School if it weren't for you.  

So today we say thank you for all that you do. 
 

Dania Hann-Lachapelle 



  THANK YOU'S AND KUDOS!  
 
 On May 18, 2008 Countryside United Methodist Church 
took on a rather bold and adventurous challenge.  With the District 
Superintendent present, the majority of those present voted in fa-
vor of selling our old parsonage and building a new one.  It was 
felt that a new parsonage would be more fuel efficient, be easier to 
maintain, and would better serve our current and future pastors.  
The one story parsonage is handicapped accessible, has a geo-

thermal heating system, has a state of the art washer and dryer, is wired for flat screen TV, has beautiful lami-
nate flooring in all the rooms for easy maintenance, and has hand-made kitchen cabinets that have all the latest 
bells and whistles such as slide outs, pot drawers, recycling bins.  Another feature the new parsonage has is a 
beautiful office that has floor to ceiling adjustable bookshelves and a built-in desk.  The office bookshelves 
and desk were all donated from Mike Orn's memorial money which Judy said was so appropriate because 
Mike always wanted a wall of bookshelves for his many books.   
 The building committee headed by Mike Wilson with members Harold Thomas, Becky Weber, Denise 
Terven and Chad Hensch did a wonderful job of coming up with a floor plan for the new parsonage and with 
making decisions on who would do the foundation,  put the shell up, do the electrical, heating and air, the color 
choices, the appliance choices, roofing, flooring, brickwork,  and a myriad of other choices that has to be done 
when building a new home.   They gave the congregation choices by putting their choices on a table in the fel-
lowship hall for all to see and give opinions.  Several people said they'd like to see laminate all the way 
through instead of carpeting, so that's what they did.   
 I personally have never seen anyone work so willingly and so hard to finish a job on time as Mike Wil-
son.  Our congregation owes him a debt of gratitude for all the hard work he put into building this parson-
age.  Every time I went by the church, Mike's car or van would be there - many times with no other cars 
around to help.   Mike and his wife Nancy and 2 daughters Emily and Erin are relatively new to our church. 
They live just down the road from the old parsonage and have been with us for a little over 3 years I think and 
have made a huge impact on our church.  Wife Nancy has a lot of enthusiasm and has done wonderful work in 
promoting Sunday School in her job as Sunday School Superintendent.  Be sure to thank them for their efforts 
the next time you see them! 
 There were so many things that fell into place at the right time for this rather risky project to be accom-
plished.  The old parsonage had to be sold for us to use the money in building the new parsonage.  The new 
parsonage had to be done in time for the pastor to move when the new people wanted to move into the old par-
sonage.  Many things had to go like clockwork in order for a smooth transition to occur.  A lot of prayers were 
answered when the old parsonage sold to a young couple who were recently transferred to Urbana and were 
looking for a place in the country.  They had looked at lots of places for several weeks and then they found us 
and fell in love with the house.  Yea for us and yea for them!  One obstacle down and finishing the new par-
sonage to go!  The new people were moving in Sept. 26.  They wanted a few things done to the house before 
they moved so that meant we had to be out the weekend before so these things could get accomplished and the 
place cleaned and ready for them to move in.  The weekend of Sept. 19 and 20 turned out to be beautiful and 
we had a lot of help from the first service and second service so that made the move very quick and painless.  
(Well, maybe not painless -- I'm sure there were more sore backs and achy muscles than normal on Sunday)  
Pastor Ken did his part by organizing his things and packing everything prior to the move date.  He purged and 
donated a lot of items which he admits is hard for him to do.  Cinda Pridemore and Shari Hensch did their part 
by organizing the day of the move and providing food and drink for the workers.  Betty Koerner helped by 
calling people and asking them to fill a time slot.  Grace Mc Carrey and Lois Winings helped by making a 
Texas cake and brownies for the workers.  Judy Orn helped by making all the curtains for the new parsonage. 
Bill Hensch was there nearly every day handing stuff to workers & cleaning up the sight fo r the next day's 
workers.  Randy Wilson laid all the floors in  the new parsonage and did tile work around the fireplace.  Chad 
Hensch set the cabinets and he  and Kenny Reiss did all the trim work and Chad made the fireplace surround.  
Becky Kammin and Yvonne Grussing did a lot of painting along with Mike Wilson. Don Smith did a beautiful 
job of leveling out the dirt in preparation for grass next spring.  Dirk Rice helped and provided a trailer to 



 

stuff to workers & cleaning up the sight for the next day's workers.  Randy Wilson laid all the floors in  the new 
parsonage and did tile work around the fireplace.  Chad Hensch set the cabinets and he  and Kenny Reiss did all the 
trim work and Chad made the fireplace surround.  Becky Kammin and Yvonne Grussing did a lot of painting along 
with Mike Wilson. Don Smith did a beautiful job of leveling out the dirt in preparation for grass next spring.  Dirk 
Rice helped and provided a trailer to make things easier on moving day.  Elizabeth Hatton and Cinda Pridemore did 
some packing prior to the move date which greatly helped Pastor Ken.  Tom Hand and Tom Wilson came out 
Thursday and moved heavy boxes of books from the basement to the entry hall so the day of the move it would be 
easier.  Yvonne Grussing, Virgie Roberts and Joan McDaniel did a lot of cleaning at the new parsonage in prepara-
tion for the move.  On Friday night there were many helpers who moved entire closets and put the clothes directly 
into the new closets.  Denise Terven and Janet Cler helped by hanging pictures at the new parsonage. When I left at 
3:30, the new parsonage was livable with beds made, kitchen cabinets filled with food and dishs, bathroom articles 
put away, the furniture arranged in the living room, the curtains hung, and more pictures being put up on the walls.  
Thank you's go to all those who helped in any way to make this move possible - Cinda and Gene Pridemore, Tom 
& Phyllis Hand, Melinda Clem, Judy Orn, Elizabeth Hatton, Mina & Louis Seaton, Ron & Janet Cler, Earl & 
Lorraine Cox, Julie Markel & Jake Crapse, Anna Markel, Lois Winings, Kay Kelley, Roger Frick, Yvonne Gruss-
ing, Virgie Roberts, Earl Hamer, Bill & Shari Hensch, Chad, Brenda, Madison & Macayla Hensch, Sarah Justus, 
Becky Kammin, Grace Mc Carrey, Joan Mc Daniel, Betty Koerner, Don Smith, Pat Miller, Bill & Anita Million, 
Dirk Rice, Al & Lisa Mohr, Ken Reiss, Don Smith, Denise T erven, Harold Thomas, Mike Wilson, Randy & Paul 
Wilson, Tom & Joyce Wilson, John Rhoten, Van Allison, Jake Terven, Roger &  Deanna Terven, Tara & Spencer 
Hasler, and Pastor Ken.  
 On behalf of the Pastor-Parish Committee, I thank everyone involved and apologize if I did not realize you 
were  behind the scenes and also helped!  God has truly blessed this move.  It has only been  4 months from the 
time we approved the plan to the day we moved the pastor into the new parsonage.  There will be an open house on 
October 19  so plan to come and walk through the house and see all the beautiful work that has been done.  It is a 
home we all should be proud of.     

Shari Hensch, Chairperson of Pastor Parish 

 
Countryside United Methodist Women 

 The Countryside United Methodist Women will meet on Wednesday, October 23 at the home 
of Carol Moore in Sidney. Our program will be Mike Wilson speaking on stewardship. Hostesses are 
Barb Morse and Carol Moore. 
 Women of the church are always welcome to visit our meetings. I would like to thank every-
one who helped with our U.M.W. Women in the Pulpit Sunday, September 21. 

Betty Thomas ~ UMW President  
 

Office Hours 
 Pastor Ken will be keeping office hours on Monday afternoon from 1:00 to 3:00 and on 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 to noon.  Feel free to drop in at these times.  Although it is al-
ways helpful to call ahead to make sure he is not on a visit.  You can also reach him to set up a 
meeting by calling (217) 688-2422 or emailing Brokenhutchens@gmail.com.  His cell number is 
(217) 390-1566. 
 

Countryside’s Reading Group 
 The Countryside Reading Group has completed it’s first novel and held a discussion ses-
sion. We read “Home to Harmony” by Phillip Gulley. 
 The next novel we will read is “The Red Tent” by Anita Diamant. Our next discussion will 
be Tuesday, October 7 at 6:30 pm at the church. Please have chapters 1-5 read for that meeting. 
All are welcome to join us. Should you have any questions, please let me know. Anita Million 688
-2652 

THANK YOU'S AND KUDOS! 
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