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Basic Lay Speaker Class Of 2006
Application for ministry as a

Local Church or Certified Lay Speaker
In the NY/CT District of the
United Methodist Church

(please print )

Instructions:
• Complete this form legibly
• Obtain the required signatures
• Enclose a check for $35 made out to the NY/CT Lay Speaking Committee

Name: ____________________________  Phone Number: ____________________________

Work Phone Number:___________________Cell Phone Number________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

Street Address:_______________________________________________________________

City/Town: ________________________________  Zip Code: _________________________

Church Membership____________________________________________________________

I desire to serve as a Lay Speaker in the United Methodist Church.
I have read Paragraphs #266-268 in the “United Methodist Book of Discipline 2004 “
concerning the office of Lay Speaking, and realize that there are a variety of ways in which
I may serve.

____________________________________________ ______________________
Signature of Applicant Date

Recommendations:

Pastor ______________________________________ ______________________
Signature of Pastor Date

Admin. Board ______________________________________ ________________
Signature of Chairperson of the Administrative Board or Charge Conference Date

Before December 24, 2005 - please send this form to:
NY/CT District Lay Speaker Committee

c/o Deborah Moore
41 Driftwood Drive
Somers, NY 10589

The course will be held for six sessions meeting every other Saturday beginning January
14, 2006, from 8:30 am to 3:45 pm.
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Name: _____________________________________________Date:________________

A Brief Description of My Christian and Church Experience
(An over view of your faith journey -include people, things, or events that have impacted your journey- list

your skills and gifts - experience in servant roles - religious affiliations)

__________________________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
Section XI. Paragraph 266 from  The Book of Discipline, 2000, Lay Speaking Ministries:
1. A lay speaker (local church or certified) is a member of a local church or charge who is ready and

desirous to serve the Church and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the
doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of The United Methodist Church and who has received specific
training to develop skills in witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken communication, church and
community leadership, and care-giving ministries.  An applicant must be active in the support of the local
church or charge.

2. Lay speakers are to serve the local church or charge (or beyond the local church or charge) in any way
in which their witness or leadership and service inspires the laity to deeper commitment to Christ and
more effective discipleship, including the interpretation of the Scriptures, doctrine, organization, and
ministries of the church.

3. Through continued study and training a lay speaker should prepare to undertake one or more of the
following functions, giving primary attention to service within the local church or charge.
a) To take initiative in giving leadership, assistance, and support to the program emphases of the

church.
b) To lead meetings for prayer, training, study, and discussion when requested by the pastor, district

superintendent, or committee on lay speaking.
c) To conduct, or assist in conduction services of worship, and present sermons and addresses when

requested by the pastor, district superintendent, or committee on lay speaking.
d) To relate to appropriate committees and ministry areas in providing leadership for congregational

and community life and foster care-giving ministries.
4. Lay speaking training courses shall be those recommended by the General Board of Discipleship or

alternates approved by the conference committee on lay speaking.  Such training should enable
ministries with all language and cultural groups as appropriate.

5. It is recommended that a service of commitment be held for persons recognized as local church or
certified lay speakers.

Questions?  Call Deborah Moore at (914) 276-7848 or email
MacMaiden@optonline.net or Elaine Winward at (914) 669-5264 or email
EWinward@earthlink.net


