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From the PASTOR’S Desk—August 10, 2009
“Seeking God in Real Time”

Here we are in the middle of summer. Actually, we are almost at the end of summer, if you count
the beginning of school the end of summer. Of course, we might ask ourselves, “Where did summer go?”
In some sense, it seems like we didn’'t have summer, with so much rain and cold weather. | know we had
some warm days, like today. But we have also had our share of cool rainy ones, too.

Summer is the time for doing all of those things you have been thinking about doing, but haven’t
been able to. Maybe you have wanted to catch up with someone, and finally have a chance to. Perhaps
you have been thinking that we need to set up another program for the children, and you finally have time
to at least think about it. Of course, everyone needs to go on vacation, if they are able. And, it helps if you
can do something that is fun, as so much of our days are spent in work.

Something else that we can do in the summer is to seek God in real time. It is always time to seek
God and perhaps we have more time in the summer to seek God out. In the epistle reading for this com-
ing Sunday, Ephesians 5: 15-20, we read

“Be careful how you live, not as unwise but as wise, making the most of time, for the days are evil.”
Ephesians 5: 15- 16.

John Wesley, the founder of the United Methodist Church, always made the most of time. He got
up at 4:00 a.m. to read and study the scriptures. He never spent more time in one place than was neces-
sary. He never trifled away time. And of course, he expected his clergy and his laity to do the same.

Now | know that sometimes we need just to veg out. We need to rest, to fall asleep in front of the
TV, and just do nothing. | know that if | don’t, | end up getting sick. So we all need that from time to time. A
good time for that is summer. Then we will be refreshed for that which is to come in the New Year.

This program year will find us working on our minimum factor from our Natural Church Development
Survey, Inspiring Worship. We will be having two meetings in September to get us going, and the result
will be doing some things differently to make worship more inspiring. We will not be having the 8:00 a.m.
service this year, so all of our efforts will be directed to our 10:30 a.m. service. Watch for more to come.

With a new program year also comes a change in our church staff. Marion Sergel informed us at the
beginning of the year that she wanted to retire. She has been our organist/choir director for 12 years. We
thank her for her years of service and wish her well in her retirement. As she is a member of the church,
she will still be around, serving in her various capacities and helping Al with his custodial work.

The Staff Parish Relations Committee is recommending to the Administrative Council that they hire
Tom and Cheryl Kosakowski as our new organist/choir director. Tom and Cheryl have recently moved
here from South Dakota to help take care of Tom’s mom who lives in Overlook Lifecare Community. Tom
and Cheryl have much musical talent and have had many experiences in church related programs. We

September 2009 Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

thank God for them and pray that God would use them to help us worship and praise him with our many mu-
sical groups and possible groups to be. Through their talents they will help us seek God in real time, time
now in the summer and time next fall as we begin a new program year.

So, good things have already been here and are coming to Charlton City United Methodist Church.
May God enable us to seek him now in the summer, and later in the New Year when we all gather together
as the body of Christ and seek to bring about his kingdom to Charlton and all the world.

Sincerely in Christ,
The Rev. Dr. (Pastor) Paul E. Samuelson

UMW Breakfast Meeting

UMW Breakfast Meeting
August 22, 2009
Saturday 9 to 10:30
Bring a dish to share-

beverages will be provided.
Call Marilyn or email 508-248-7818 mgerrard@charter.net any questions

Men’s Fellowship

Men's Fellowship will have a picnic at John Hunt's home at 4pm on Saturday AUgUSt 22nd.
Call John for info 508 885-2279

Labor Day Weekend. Help with parking at the Spencer Fair. This is an opportunity to

earn money for the church by helping people park at the Fair. Contact Al or Pricilla Walker
for info. 508 248-596

September 2009


mailto:mgerrard@charter.net

Nurture/Worship

We are all looking forward to getting back into the groove of planning new ways to help us grow in our
faith journey. There are many ways to step up our learning process and take a step closer to all that God
wants us to be. The Nurture/Worship Committee will be working closely with Natural Church Development-
Health Team to understand what Inspiring Worship should be and how we as a congregation can actively
participate in that process.

We thank everyone who has taken part in the numerous survey's and your remarks have been heard.
There is one important factor to remember as we embark on this journey together. Inspirational Worship is
the condition of the heart and mind of everyone attending Sunday morning service. We all need to come
seeking God in our midst with praise and thanksgiving.

It is time for us once again to step out of the boat and into the water with our growing faith, outreach
missions and the good news that Jesus and his love still lives.

September 13th

On September 13th, we are excited to welcome the Teen Challenge Choir as our guests. They are
planning to be here at 9:00 to speak to the youth during Sunday School, and to participate in our worship
service. They will be joining us after church for a potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall. There will be a love
offering taking during the service for their ministry and a sign-up sheet in the Narthex for the potluck lunch.

Rally Day

September 13, 2009

It's Rally Day again and we will be celebrating with Teen
Challenge Choir. Church School begins at 9am and worship at
10:30 followed by a Pot Luck Lunch. If you can’t bring something,
come anyway. Join the fun, catch up with your church friends and make
some new ones.

Celebrate Our Church

On October 3rd we are planning the fifth year celebration of our church. The day will begin at 10:00
with guest speaker and former District Superintendent, Dr. Gwen Purushotham leading us in a time of
reflection from the Walk On Water Conference, "Listening to God Through Scripture." Gwen currently serves
as Pastor of Main Street UMC, Nashua, New Hampshire. Lunch will be served at 12:00 with family fun time
following in the afternoon. At 5:00 we will end our day of celebration with music provided by Resound Praise
Band. Plan to mark this date on you calendar and come and celebrate and reflect on the blessings God has
provided us as we stepped out in faith and built our new house of worship.
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Outreach/Mission News

With the changing of seasons we prepare for another year of mission work
with folks, sharing our love of Jesus with people near and far in our mission
work. Grace House in Southbridge is the residential base for homeless
families from our towns. We serve the homeless children of our community
4 times a year for a one week commitment. This may be providing a meal,
or night time sleepover supervision or weekend supervision. Vicki Foskett
and Lori Pickering coordinate this mission work. Vicki also coordinated a
successful blood drive for the American Red Cross in July. And thanks to
so many who offered to help set up, clean up and serve ice cream at Old
Home Day.

It still seems warm but soon folks will be needing winter coats. Clean gently used coats-preferably
machine washable will be collected for missions. Either the coats will go to Southbridge or Maine. Save
them and we will notify you of when to bring them in. Dry cleanable wools-though warm- are very hard for
people of limited incomes to clean, dry cleaning is so expensive and they don’t have a secondary coat to
wear while waiting to get their winter coat clean!

The food pantry collections will continue on a monthly basis, please bring nonperishable foods the 4™
Sunday of the month. The food shelves are in the stairwell next to the Sanctuary doors.

Looking for a child to sponsor? New Horizons School in Paraguay is a United Methodist School that
serves the children in one of the poorest, landlocked countries in South America. Look on the table in the
narthex for a brochure. You will be changing a child’s destination in life- and for an eternity. Sue Givens is
the Director and has a deep passion for serving God in this fantastic ministry.
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UMW News Fall 2009

The first days of fall are not officially here until September 21 but it seems we say farewell to summer
on Labor Day and transition into fall. UMW had busy summer raising money for missions and having a lot of
fun while doing it at our Mother Daughter Tin Auction/Banquet. Thank you everyone who helped and
enjoyed a memorable evening. Money was raised for our Sunday School and for the new Horizons School in
Paraguay. Our August Breakfast meeting will have set a tentative schedule for the next 10 months and
decided “who we are”. September 19" a group of UMW will be going to the District UMW meeting at
Wayland UMC. October will be pie baking for the Christmas Fair. Any one may join UMW, no tests, or fees
are required, simply a desire to serve Jesus by caring for others and sharing that love with other women-of
all ages.
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Old Home Day
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Great News!!!! Old Home Day will be kicking off on September 7, Labor Day at the Town Common!

CCUMC will be pitching a tent and setting up to sell some delicious ice cream from 10am until after the
parade. Come on by the afternoon before on Sunday September 6 (time to be determined) so we can set up
the tent-it does take about 6 people to make it go up smoothly. Then come by September 7 around 9-10 am
to setup then serve or give us a few hours of your time through out the day for happy ice cream scooping fun
to promote our church and be visible in the community. The fun you have hawking ice cream and being with
friends and family makes it a great day.

| will be looking for donations from community businesses for ice cream, cones, small bowls and
napkins. If you are good at that end of doing things | would love to have your advice and help.

Call 508- 248-7818 or email mgerrard@charter.net. Anyone who has done this in the past, be sure to pass
on suggestions and ideas to make the occasion lighthearted and fun for all.

Thanks~

Marilyn Gerrard
Outreach/Mission Committee

Helpful Links

View pictures of Children’s Day http://picasaweb.google.com/CCUMC74/DonkeyTales#

Read the Upper Room online http://www.upperroom.org/daily/

Church calendar http://calendar.yahoo.com/ccumc74

Get Newsletter by email

Save trees! Save Postage! Save office time! Send us your email address
Send to: CharltonCityUMC@verizon.net

Pictures

If anyone has digital pictures of Vacation Bible School, Donkey Tales or other church activities, please
email them to the office. Remember, if the pictures are very large you will need to send fewer at a time.
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August

22 9:00 am UMW Breakfast
22 9:00 am Music Committee
22 10:00 am Nurture Committee
22 4:00 pm  Men’s Picnic at John Hunt's
23 after worship Administrative Council
26 — 30 All Day SIHN
September
2 6:30 pm NCD
6 Set-Up tent for Old Home Day
7 Old Home Day — Ice Cream Booth
8 7:00 pm Ecumenical
10  7:00 pm Men’s Fellowship
12 9:00 am NCD
12 5:30 pm Men’s Supper
13 10:30 am Teen Challenge & Worship
13 12:00 pm Pot Luck
14  7:00 pm Mission/Outreach
18 6:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal
19 4:00 pm Wedding
20 10:30 am Worship

21
21
25
26
27
28
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September (cont)
6:30 pm
7:00 pmAdministrative Council
7:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal

Girl Scouts

4:00 pm Wedding
10:30 am Worship
6:30 pm Girl Scouts
October
6:00 pm Celebration of Our Church
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