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A Word from Your DS: 

 “To everything there is a season…… a time to break down and a time to build up” 
 
By nature I am not inclined to be destructive.  I’d prefer to build something rather than wreck it, and 
my first response with people is more likely to be encouraging someone rather than knocking them 
down with judgment.  I’m always hopeful of salvaging something – whether it’s relationships that are 
going sour, church programs that aren’t working out the way people intended, or boards from an old 
futon frame left in someone’s roadside garbage.  I seldom try to be destructive, but in mid-October I 
spent an enjoyable week of breaking things and tearing things down, trying to serve God with some 
purposeful destruction – the kind of destruction that has to happen before building up can occur. 
 
I was in Iowa, one of ten members of a Volunteer in Mission team from our conference, sent in 
response to the flooding of last June that ruined several thousand homes in the city of Cedar Rapids, 
along with numerous businesses of every kind and three of our UMC churches.   I was drawn to this 
mission trip partly because my father’s family lived in this part of Iowa over 50 years ago.  Most of 
my time was spent in the parsonage of St. James UMC, a house that once must have been a lovely 
home with a fireplace, lovely hardwood floors and a pleasant sun room, but now rendered 
uninhabitable by flood waters that had filled the basement and the first floor up to about 4 feet of 
depth.   
 
Volunteers before us had begun the work.  
The furniture, carpets, draperies and the 
peoples’ possessions were long gone – 
carted to the roadside and hauled off to a 
landfill.  Our job, necessary because of the 
dangerous mold that persists in walls and 
floors that have been flooded, was to strip 
the house down to its studs.  So we spent the 
better part of a week chipping away plaster, 
prying up floorboards, removing ductwork, 
pulling out conduits and wiring, pulling the 
exterior siding off the house, and carrying 
all this debris out to the street.  When we 
left Iowa that house was like a skeleton, but 
our destructiveness was for a purpose.  We 
gave the place a thorough spraying with some chlorine-based substance, the first of at least three anti-
mold doses it will get, and pretty soon someone else will have the pleasure of turning our demolished 
house back into a dwelling – insulating, sheet rocking, and doing the things necessary to make it a 
home again. 
 
“To everything there is a season,” says the writer of Ecclesiastes, “a time to break down, and a time to 
build up.”  Our task this time was to do the breaking down, the breaking down that had to happen 
before any building could occur.  Sometimes that’s also what has to happen in other arenas of life if 
God’s intentions are to unfold. 
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Sometimes we have to break down old destructive personal habits that preclude the kind of character 
God wants us to have – the addictions, idolatries and hurtful ways of living that lock us into unhappy 
and negative lifestyles……  Sometimes we have to break down old ways of thinking – excessive love 
of “the good old days” (which probably weren’t really so good anyway), fear of the unfamiliar, and 
excessive loyalty to the known and familiar, if God is to show us any new ways of life…..  Sometimes 
a community or a church has to tear down old ways of unfairness and injustice – racist attitudes and 
actions, for example – so that God’s intended community of inclusion can begin to grow……   
Sometimes churches have to say goodbye to much-loved customs that no longer serve the purpose 
they once had, in order than God might show us how to build something new for the coming 
generations.   
 
Breaking down for the sake of building up is necessary, and at the heart of the gospel.  Isn’t that what 
Jesus is talking about when he says that those who love their lives will lose them, but that those who 
give up their lives for the sake of the gospel will find them?  Isn’t that what the cross and empty tomb 
proclaim – a breaking and a dying that are a necessary prelude to rising and new life? 
 

I had no hesitation when it came to breaking down 
that parsonage in Iowa because I knew it was a 
necessary part of the building that was to come.  My 
hope is that I might be equally ready to tear down 
the things of my character that stand in the way of 
fuller faith; that I might be insightful and 
courageous in helping churches to see the things 
that have to be abandoned for the sake of the new 
Church God desires; and that I might be blessed to 
see a deeper personal faith and more vital churches 
around me as building follows breaking down. 
 
To everything there is a season. 
       

   
Jim Moore, DS. 

 
PS:  For a more complete story about our mission trip, along with additional pictures, you can go to 
the Annual Conference’s newly designed web site (www.nyac.org) and click on the front page story 
entitled “Volunteers in Mission: Bringing Hope to the Heartland”. 
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Guidance about On-line Newsletters 
 
Dear Pastors and other Communicators, 
  
One of the other superintendents recently raised a concern about the kind of material that churches put 
in their newsletters and then post on-line.  The Cabinet had a discussion and reached these preliminary 
conclusions about guidelines, which our Catskill Hudson District churches should be following.   
  
The following represents some of our preliminary agreements: 
  
1.  Churches should be careful not to include copyrighted material in anything published on the web.  
Churches should be particularly careful when they include, on the web site, the church newsletter.  
Occasionally, pastors quote someone in the pastor's reflections.  A layperson might do the same.  If 
this quote is copyrighted, it should definitely NOT appear on the church's web site unless the church 
has permission from the holder of the copyright. 
  
2.  Children should not be named on the web site.  Pictures of children's events can be posted on a web 
site, but the names of children should be excluded. The same applies to teenagers. 
  
3.  Do not post members' phone numbers.  This caution includes posting the name and phone number 
of an event coordinator to whom there should be an RSVP. 
  
Please screen your web sites and eliminate inappropriate material. 
  
Concerns like this are somewhat new for all of us, but we need to be especially careful when we're 
putting things out into cyberspace.  Thanks for keeping this in mind. 
 
Jim Moore 
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“Jump Start the Year”  Events 
 

The District Council on Ministries 
organized two training days for the 
district, which were held on September 
27th and 28th at the Liberty and Catskill 
Churches.  Over 100 people 
participated in seminars on the 
following topics:  Stewardship in Hard 
Times, Starting a Sunday School or 
Growing a Small One, Spiritual 
Disciplines, Guidance for Youth 
Leaders, and  Lay Speakers’ 
enrichment session.  One of these 
photos depicts some participants in the 
Liberty spiritual disciplines group, who 
were given an introduction to ways in 
which yoga can enhance Christian 
spirituality.  They also received an 

introduction to the Life Journal process of daily scripture study.  The other photo is of Rev. Keith 
Muhleman, director of the Frontier Foundation, who led the stewardship seminars.  
 
 
 
Response to these training days was 
enthusiastic and positive, and the 
District Council will be offering a 
similar pair of events on March 7th and 
8th at two different locations.  Other 
areas of church life will be 
highlighted, as we keep looking for 
ways to equip one another to be more 
effective and faithful servants of God. 
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Wanderings  . . .  
 

Greetings!   The New York Annual Conference has a “spiffy” new website at: www.nyac.com which 
offers our local churches another opportunity for publicizing events and connecting with sister 
churches.  Webmaster Hadley Levat describes the details in this message, copied from the new site: 

New website launches for the New York Annual Confer ence 

I'd like to thank everyone who participated in this project over the last few months and all 
those in the New York Annual Conference community who waited patiently while we worked 
on it.  This was a collaborative effort that has changed not only the face of the website but the 
capabilities as well.  We now have the ability to gather all district and local church websites 
under one umbrella which serves to make information not only easier to find, but easier to 
share with the entire community.  Further work is necessary in order to accomplish this, and I 
will be working with representatives from the districts and local churches in order to achieve 
these goals.  

We'd also like the United Methodist community to get involved.  I've signed up for the 
YouTube non-profit program and would love to host your videos online; mission trip videos, 
local church bands playing music, and any other kind of video that shows members of the New 
York Annual Conference community opening hearts, minds, and doors.  Also send in pictures, 
news, events, and anything else you feel needs to be shared with the entire community.  

Thanks again for your patience and support, 
Hadley G. Levat 
 
 
 
I hope your church will find way to support this new endeavor; after all, UMC does stand for United 
Methodist Connectionalism, doesn’t it? 
 
May the upcoming advent season be a blessed one for you, your family, and your congregation, and 
please remember that your pastor may need extra-special care during this most significant (and yet 
stress-filled) time. 
 

 Peace, 
 

 Diane Meredith 
 Catskill Hudson District Lay Leader 
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District Pastors’ Picnic 
 
The first annual District Picnic for 
clergy, their families, and significant 
others was held this September at the 
District Parsonage.   Forty-some 
people attended and a good time was 
had by all as we were blessed with 
beautiful weather, enriching 
conversation, the opportunity to 
meet newcomers to our district and 
to renew old friendships, and of 
course a lot of delicious food. 
 
                                                                                                                   
 

 
 
 
 
An after-dinner feature that provided a lot 
of good humor, and also some thoughtful 
moments, was the clown presentation 
offered by Rev. George and Linda Hart 
whose skits, magic acts and gags delighted 
us all. 
We are looking ahead to the “2nd Annual” 
picnic – probably to be held on the first 
Saturday after Labor Day in 2009. 
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Youth News 
 
The 2008-2009 Confirmation Kick-Off. Tribal Retreat will be held at Camp Epworth on November 
21-22.  Neal Bowes, our Conference Consultant for Youth Ministries, will be leading the overnight 
retreat. Everyone who will be making the confirmation journey is invited to attend.  All the 
information and forms will be posted on the www.UMYouth.com web site.  

 

      Ignite, the NYAC youth gathering January 23-25, 2009 at the Crowne      Plaza 
in White Plains, This event is a three-day event for all youth.  Encourage your youth group to join the 
IGNITE group on Facebook! 

There will be space for exhibits much like at Hofstra for Annual  Conference but smaller. We have a 
limited space for groups within the conference who want to set up a table for weekend. Remember, 
your  audience is 6-12 grade youth. To reserve a table at Ignite, please email Rev. Emily Peck-
McClain at rev.epm@gmail.com. Tables are available on a first come first served basis. 

 

The Conference Council on Youth Ministries (CCYM) will meet on Saturday, November 8 from 10 
am to 2 p.m. at the Conference Center in White Plains.  Lunch will be served.    CCYM is open to new 
members.  Youth in the second semester of 8th grade through 12th grade are welcome.  To join 
CCYM, send an email to Rev. Emily Peck-McClain, rev.epm@gmail.com, for an application.  
Applications must be completed before new members can attend any meetings. 

 

Scholarships  The Ron Brown Scholars Program seek African-American high school seniors to 
receive $10,000 annually for four years to attend an accredited four-year college or university in the 
US.  For more information, call 434-964-1588, or go to the web site http://www.ronbrown.org. 

 

 

Youth Mission Trip to Costa Rica! 

The Youth Ambassadors, a mission experience for high school student, will be going to 
Costa Rica this March. For information, click on Costa Rica and Costa Rica Application. 
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Sp Lay Speaking Ministries Corner 
  
I hope you have all been enjoying a most beautiful fall season! 
 
Congratulations to the "new" Lay Speakers who recently completed the Basic Class with 
Pastor Sallie Soltysiak...thank you Sallie.  Other classes are currently in session. 
  
The Committee on Lay Speaking Ministries will be issuing a list of classes for late fall and 
early winter.  It is planned that some of these will be in the Sullivan County area.  When 
you receive this information, please do not wait until the last minute to register.  If classes 
do not have enough attendees to make the course "workable", it will be canceled.  By 
workable we mean - enough people to have appropriate interaction and break out classes 
and role play and such.  Some classes can work with 3 to 5 people while others work better 
with 8 to 10. 
  
Remember all Lay Speakers - Local and Certified -  must complete an "Annual Lay 
Speakers Report”.  This form was given to all pastors by the District Superintendent.  
Please make sure you get this document from your pastor.  These reports must be 
completed and submitted at your church's Annual Conference.  
  
If you have gone to the Catskill Hudson District web site, you will notice an icon for Lay 
Speaking Ministries.  At the moment this is populate only with the names of the co 
directors.  In the near future we expect to have information relating to Lay Speaking 
Ministries available at this site.   
  
Thank you to Rev. Moore for the module on "Lay Speaking Enrichment" at the Jump Start 
the Year workshops in September.  These were very successful and offered an opportunity 
for folks from around the District to get to know one another better.  Watch for similar 
opportunities. 
  
Any questions concerning the Lay Speaking Ministries may be referred to Margaret Howe 
at howemarg@aol.com or Gene Knoth at knothheat@yahoo.com 
  
In Peace, 
Your Lay Speaking Co-Director 
 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Town of Esopus UMC is looking for an 

organist/pianist to play on various Sundays throughout  
the year, including Easter.  Anyone interested should 

contact Pastor Mandy Iahn at 609-240-2210. 
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Catskill Hudson District 

United Methodist Women 
 

January 23-25, 2009 
St. Joseph’s Villa, Saugerties, NY 

 

WINTER RETREAT 
 

Christian Image and Symbol: 
Sign posts of the Sacred 

 

 
 

“Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves  at the same time.” 
Thomas Merton 

 
 
We will explore visual images and objects which support the message of Christianity on both 
communal and personal scales.  What lifts our hearts, fosters our faith, tells the Gospel story for us?  
While examining and appreciating different types of Christian images, the group will find ways to 
deepen prayer life and relationships with God.  Come for a weekend of discussion, reflections and 
hands-on creating which will give retreatants new ways of seeing the everyday and the masterpiece.  
No special artistic skills are necessary! 
 

SHEILA PEIFFER, a lifelong Roman Catholic, is married to Steven Peiffer, a lifelong United Methodist 
and, for the past five years, an ordained UMC pastor.  Sheila has an M.A. degree in Theology and 
served as a Catechetical Leader for eighteen years on Long Island.  For the past five years she was 
the Campus Minister at the academy of the Holy Names, an all-girl Catholic high school in Albany. 
 

Sheila has been active in United Methodist Women for the past five years, holding office locally and 
on the Catskill Hudson District UMW team.  Sheila has led many retreats and days of reflection, but is 
particularly excited to be working with United Methodist Woman as they work “to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ.” 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

CATSKILL HUDSON DISTRICT 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

 

WINTER RETREAT 
 

January 23-25, 2009 
St. Joseph’s Villa, Saugerties, NY 

 
Name  _______________________________________________________ 
 
Address  _____________________________________________________ 
 
                _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone  __________________________________________ 
 
Room:  Single  ____ 
              Double  _____  Roommate’s Name  ________________________ 
 
Accessibility Needs  ____________________________________________ 
 
A Confirmation Letter will be sent including direct ions to St. Joseph’s Villa.  
Please mail before January 8, 2009. 
 
Cost $150.  (For first attendees scholarships are available.  Please contact 
Marilyn Wakefield, marwake@usadatanet.net) 
Make checks payable to Catskill Hudson District UMW. 
 

Mail registration and check to: 
Jean B. Guice 
PO Box 136s 

Kiamesha Lake, NY  12751 
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   On-Line Resources for Bible Study 
 

   Bill Hunter, a retired elder, recently wrote with the suggestion that we might share an on-line site 
for Bible study called Bible Gateway.  It can be found at www.Biblegateway.com and allows readers 
to search the Bible by topic or key words, as well as entering a particular reference and finding the 
passage in a number of different translations 

 

      Neither the Good News Bible nor the New Revised Standard Version is included at Bible Gateway, 
but they can be accessed at some similar sites.  The Good News can be found at Crosswalk 
(www.crosswalk.com) and the NRSV is included in the Oremus Bible Browser 
(http://bible.oremus.org /).  

 

 

 

Children's Home 

"I Don't Feel Safe Here!" is the theme for the 2008 Children Home Sunday in which 
your church is invited to participate.  Much of the work in creating a worship service 
is done for you.  Simply download the files the following files:  Children's Home 
Appeal; Sermon; Liturgy; Children's Message.  The Children's Home is located in 
Binghamton, NY.  To learn more about the services to children and their families that 

are supported by our offering, go to their web site at www.chowc.org. 
 
"Every Child Is a Gift" campaign is an opportunity for individual and local churches to provide 
Christmas gifts for the children at the Children's Home.  For more information, click on Every Child 
Is a Gift; Wish List. 

 
 

 

             2009 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity resources are available from Graymoor Ecumenical and 
Interreligious Institute at http://www.geii.org. 

 

                      Advent is Coming! There are nearly a dozen new resources for Advent being posted this week 
http://www.gbod.org/worship/default.asp?loc_id=733,14,1132&act=nav_loc.  The new resources 
include song lyrics, meditations, mini-dramas, litanies, prayers and calls to worship written by a 
gifted group of writers from the Kairos AME Community Church in Nashville, TN.   
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United Methodist Student Day 

Every year, we hear: “Tuition costs are increasing.” For many United Methodist students, the 
continuous increase places an enormous financial burden that many cannot assume. However, 
through the United Methodist Student Day offering, we can prepare students to unite faith with 
knowledge. 

Each year, the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry awards scholarships and loans to 
students attending United Methodist and other accredited colleges and universities through the 
United Methodist Student Day offering. In addition, a portion of the United Methodist Student Day 
offering is returned to annual conferences for merit scholarship awards to students of their choosing. 

For many students, this financial assistance is critical to attaining higher education. Each year the 
number of applicants continues to rise – furthering the need for more financial assistance. Imagine 
being able to provide assistance for everyone. That is the goal of United Methodist Student Day. 

Invest in the future of our church through the United Methodist Student Day offering. We can help 
students unite faith with knowledge. 

 

For more information:  www.interpretermagazine.org/interior.asp?ptid=43&mid=10111  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
Don Dales of Hobart has a pump organ 19th century that 
he would like to donate to a church.  Interested parties 

should contact andrewflach@yahoo.com . 
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Round and About the District 
 
 

 
·  The United Methodist Women from the New Paltz UMC showed the movie “The Great 

Debaters” starring Denzel Washington.   This movie, released on Christmas Day 2007, is a 
fictionalized account of the remarkably successful 1935 Wiley College debate team. The story 
focuses on four young debaters and their mentor, Melvin Tolson, who taught at Wiley College and 
coached the champion debate team. Denzel Washington stars as Melvin Tolson and also directed 
the movie.  Wiley College is a small United Methodist-related, historically black college in 
Marshall, Texas.  It was founded in 1873 by the Freedman's Aid Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church for the purpose of providing education to the newly freed men.  The college 
today is co-educational and is currently affiliated with the United Methodist Church and is one of 
11 colleges who receive funding through the United Methodist Black College Fund.  United 
Methodists support the Black College Fund, and therefore Wiley College through our annual  

      Apportionments. 
 

The New Paltz church has an Intergenerational Sunday School.  Here folks of all ages, from      
toddler or teens, parents or grandparents, or folks in between, share their journey of faith by 
exploring  Bible stories and life concerns. 
 
“Exploring and Practicing Prayer” is the topic of Worship on Wednesday at the New Paltz UMC.  
All are invited to come and share a simple meal, then to share in prayer, using a variety of forms. 
 

·  The Andes United Methodist Church has formed an organization of the United Methodist Men, 
and the new chapter has received its charter. Keith Bell has been elected president and Karl 
Ogborn is secretary/treasurer. The Andes UMM held its first official function, a pancake supper, 
on Oct. 18 and earned more than $500, which has been earmarked for the church=s fuel fund.  The 
Andes United Methodist Women are busy planning for their annual holiday bazaar, which this year 
will be held on Saturday, Dec. 6, beginning at 11 a.m. 

 
·  The United Methodist Church in Town of Bethel hosted PET (Personal Energy Transportation) on 

Sunday October 19. Worship service was led by Lynne Taylor with assistance by Don Muth. 
Lynne and Don brought two hand powered PET vehicles with them and stayed after worship to 
answer questions and to enjoy a fellowship luncheon provided by the church. It is their hope that 
they will be able to take part in this exciting ministry. Plans are currently underway for PET to 
have at least one vehicle in the Bethel 200 parade in July of 2009. This parade is the highlight of a 
year-long celebration which commemorates the Town of Bethel bicentennial. Hopefully this will 
generate interest in both PET and promote a positive United Methodist presence in the Town. 
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·  St. Paul’s Middletown is offering a Bilingual Worship Service in Spanish-English.  It was 
launched on Sunday, October 5  after the celebration of Hispanic Heritage. The services will be 
held  every Sunday, at 2:30 p.m. 
 
St. Paul’s also holds a Contemporary Worship Service on Fridays at 7 p.m. They could use some 
help since they don't have their own praise team.  They would welcome praise teams who would 
be willing to come and  play occasionally or regularly for their Friday evening services. 
 

·  The Southern Delaware Charge is planning to honor their pastor Dale Ashby’s ordination in June 
of 2009 by sponsoring a mission trip that he will select.  They are collecting coins at Colchester 
UMC and East Branch/Harvard churches to help fund “Pastor Dale’s Great Adventure”. 

 
Youth, Sunday School students, and congregation members from Colchester participated in the 
CROP Walk in Walton.  Money from the walk goes to Church World Service, an organization 
dedicated to providing sustainable self-help and development, disaster relief, and refugee 
assistance in more than 80 countries. 

 
·  United Ministries of Delhi  has a Tape Ministry.  Their service is taped each Sunday.  The tapes, 

along with a bulletin from that service, are placed in the Tape Ministry box outside the pastor’s 
office.  Parishioners may deliver tapes to those who are homebound or perhaps hear a sermon they 
missed while they were on vacation. 

 
The first (annual?) Share on the Square, sponsored by the Delhi Area Clergy Association,  was 
held August 22 and was declared a success by everyone who attended.  Many denominations were 
present for an evening of Christian fellowship, food, and fun.  Everyone was asked to bring on 
non-perishable food item for the food bank, and quite a lot of food was collected.   Lively praise 
music was played all evening by a live band from the Assembly of God, with a short interlude 
filled by bag pipers.  The praise music was occasionally accompanied by ribbon dancers, who did 
a beautiful job.  In addition to a prayer tent and a movie tent, there were games for kids of all ages, 
along with crafts and origami.  The Velcro wall and bungee basketball were unmistakably the 
biggest hits – both for players and onlookers. 
 

·  For the past two years, Kripplebush UMC  has been supporting Rev. John K. Yambasu, a United 
Methodist missionary based in Accra, Ghana.   He is in the United States for a few months this 
year and will be coming to Kripplebush in November to tell them of the work he has been doing 
with the youth and children of Africa. 

 
·  The Youth Fellowship of the Walton UMC recently hosted the second annual “That’s Amore” 

dining experience.  The theme was love in a romantic Italian setting.  Guests dined under soft 
white lights adorned with ivy and red paper lanterns.  The warm glow of candlelight added to the 
romantic atmosphere, as well as the delicious aroma of chicken parmesan.  Guests were 
entertained by the sweet sounds of the Walton High Strings.  The only thing missing was gondola 
rides. 
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·  Saugerties UMC is preparing for United Methodist Student Day by showing support to their own 

college students who are currently away from home.  They will be filling “Goodie Packs” with 
snacks, toiletries, stamps, USB flash-drives, gift cards, and other small items.  They want these 
students to know that their church family cares about them.  Each box will include a special note 
from the congregation and pictures from the Sunday School children. 

 
·  Greenville-Norton Hill UMC has a program in which congregational members can sign up for 

automatic withdrawal for their weekly giving and yearly commitments to the church. 
 

Greenville-Norton Hill is offering a series of Sunday evening services dedicated to the theme of 
parenting.  Each service will open with a time of worship, and then enter into an 
instruction/discussion time.  Dramatic presentations, video clips, guest speakers, and a fellowship 
time will be included.  It is their hope that this will be a time to encourage one another in the 
sometimes challenging privilege of parenting. 

 
·  The Lexington-West Kill Sunday School’s focus in 2008-09 is Charity.  In October they will rake 

leaves for others; in November they will have a food drive to donate foods to local food pantries as 
well as make pies; in early December they will have a breakfast from which the proceeds will be 
donated to a local fund to help families at Christmas; the New Year will find them visiting local 
nursing homes. 

 
·  The church librarians at Kingston: St. James are highlighting interesting books that are found in 

their library.  As they say, “ Just as what our children watch on TV can influence their thoughts 
and behavior, so can what we read.  Christian novels, defined by Wikipedia as “ … any novel that 
expounds and illustrates a Christian world view in its plot, its characters, or both, or which deals 
with Christian themes in a positive way ..: can be just as engrossing as any other books.”  They 
summarize book plots and advertise the books, enticing members to come borrow books. 

 
The St. James UMW welcomed all women to a Spiritual Spa this month.  Women were invited to 
take a brief Saturday morning out for a spiritual rest and prayer, meditation with yoga or a 
labyrinth, and physical relaxation with hand and foot washing and neck massages.  Blood pressure 
was taken., directions for organic cleansers were on display, and light refreshments were served. 
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Calendar 

 
November 11-13:  Board of Ordained Ministry 
 
November 18:  District Committee on Ministry 
 
December 5:  Catskill Hudson Advent Dinner for clergy, clergy families, and significant others, 
Overlook UMC in Woodstock, 6:00  
 
January 17:  District Council on Ministries, (place to be announced), 2:00 
 
January 20-22: 2009 Bishop's Convocation  See 
http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/BishopsConvo.pdf 
 
January 23-25:  District UMW Annual Retreat, St. Joseph’s Villa, Saugerties 
 
January 26-28:  Board of Ordained Ministry 
 
March 7 and 8:  “Spring Ahead” events  (District Training Seminars) 
 
April 21-24:  Order of Elders Retreat at Mt. St. Alphonsus 
 
May 16:  District Camp Meeting, District Conference at Camp Epworth 
  Rain Date, May 23 
 
June 10-13: Annual Conference, Hofstra University 
 
 

 

 
Please freely post  and distribute  this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office 

(cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to delete yourself from or add yourself to our 
database for receiving the COURIER online. 

 

 
The deadline for the January-February 2009 Courier will 

be Monday, December 29th 
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Remaining Charge Conference Schedule, Catskill Hudson District 
Fall and Winter 2008 

 
 
 

Date Time Charge 
   
Mon., Nov. 3 7:00 p.m. Town of Bethel 
Wed., Nov. 5 7:00 p.m. New Paltz 
Thurs., Nov. 6 7:00 p.m. Modena (Memorial) 
Sat., Nov. 8 2:00 p.m. Chatham 
Sat., Nov. 8 4:00 p.m. East Chatham 
Sun., Nov. 9 After worship Copake and Craryville 
Sun., Nov. 9 4:00 p.m. Greenville-Norton Hill 
Mon., Nov. 10 7:00 p.m. Town of Esopus 
Fri., Nov. 14 7:00 p.m. Hobart and Township 
Sat., Nov. 15 10:00 a.m. Andes 
Sat., Nov. 15 2:00 p.m. Bloomville 
Sat., Nov. 15 4:00 p.m. Stamford 
Sun., Nov. 16 After worship Rock Hill 
Sun., Nov. 16 4:00 p.m. Callicoon and Narrowsburg 
Mon., Nov. 17 7:00 p.m. Highland 
Thurs, Nov. 20 7:00 p.m. White Sulphur Springs 
Sat., Nov. 22 10:00 a.m. Hankins 
Sat., Nov. 22 1:00 p.m. Southern Delaware Charge 
Sat., Nov. 22 4:00 p.m. Walton (First UMC) 
Sun., Nov. 23 After worship West Fulton and North 

Blenheim 
Sun., Nov. 23 4:00 p.m. Jefferson, Brimstone and 

Summit 
Sun., Nov. 30 After worship Napanoch and Ulster 

Heights 
Sun., Nov 30 4:00 p.m. Maybrook 
Mon., Dec. 1 7:00 p.m. Coeymans Hollow and 

Dormansville 
Tues., Dec. 2 7:00 p.m. Olivebridge and 

Samsonville 
Thurs., Dec. 4 7:00 p.m. Durham-Oak Hill 
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Sat., Dec. 6 1:00 p.m. Liberty 
Sat., Dec. 6 4:00 p.m. Kenoza Lake, 

Jeffersonville, Fosterdale 
Sun., Dec. 7 After worship Westbrookville and 

Ellenville 
Sun., Dec. 7 4:00 p.m. Kingston:St. James 
Mon., Dec. 8 7:00 p.m. Athens Federated and High 

Hill 
Tues., Dec. 9 7:00 p.m. Walden 
Thurs., Dec. 11 7:00 p.m. Kerhonkson Federated 
Sat., Dec. 13 1:00 p.m. Kingston: Clinton Ave. 
Sat., Dec. 13 4:00 p.m. Catskill 
Sun., Dec. 14 After worship Saugerties 
Sun., Dec. 14 4:00 p.m. Woodland Circuit 
Mon., Dec. 15 7:00 p.m. Mamakating 
Tues., Dec. 16 7:00 p.m. Reservoir UMC 
Wed., Dec. 17 7:00 p.m. Shady 
Sun., Jan. 4 After worship at 

Margaretville 
Margaretville and 
Fleischmans, Roxbury and 
Halcott, Andes (UCLP) 

Sun., Jan. 4 Late afternoon Monticello 
Mon., Jan. 5 7:00 p.m. Lloyd 
Tues., Jan. 6 7:00 p.m. Germantown, Elizaville, 

West Taghanic, Glenco 
Mills 

Sat., Jan. 10 1;00 P.M. Roscoe 
Sat., Jan. 10 4:30 p.m. Mountain View UMC 
Sun., Jan. 11 After worship Grahamsville and Sundown 
Sun., Jan. 11 4:00 p.m.  Rockland Area Ministry 
Mon., Jan. 12 7:00 p.m. Overlook UMC 

(Woodstock) 
Sun., Jan. 25 After worship Delhi 
 
 
 


