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From the District Superintendent 

 
 Activating our Faith 
 

For my morning devotions I often use the Life Journal process of which Bishop Park has been 
such an enthusiastic advocate.  The journal provides a schedule for reading through the Bible – 
twice   through the New Testament and once through the Old Testament over the course of a year – 
and a simple process of reflection as the reader tries to listen for what God is saying to them that 
day.   The acronym SOAP guides the reflecting in this way:  S – Scripture:  “What particular verse 
stands out as I read, catching my attention and challenging me to hear God speaking to me?”  O – 
Observation:  “What in particular do I see in this verse?”  A – Application:  “How can I apply this 
insight to my life, not just in general, but today?”  P – Prayer – is the result of the reflection, and 
the reader is encouraged to write out a prayer in which they respond to God, especially in the light 
of what their reading has revealed.   

 
The readings for October 7th included two chapters from Ezra, a book I seldom turn to of my own 
accord, and I was quite struck by a passage that I’ve never noticed before.  The book deals with the 
return of the exiled Hebrews from their long captivity in Babylon, as they are granted their liberty 
by Cyrus of Persia, and allowed to journey home to Jerusalem with the intention of rebuilding their 
city and the temple.  The context for the verses that spoke to me is Ezra’s concern about this long 
and hazardous trip, and the awkward bind he has created by being so public about his faith in God. 

 
Ezra says, “I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and cavalry to protect us against 
the enemy on our way, since we had told the king that the hand of our God is gracious to all who 
seek him but his power and wrath are against all who forsake him….” (Ezra 8:23).  I feel for Ezra, 
and can imagine him thinking, “Why did I have to say all those things about God?  If I ask for 
soldiers, they’ll say, ‘Oh, this God you claim to trust must not be up to the job!  He must be quite 
an inferior god’, but if we go out unprotected we’re likely to get slaughtered!” 

 



 2 

 
 
He’s really on the horns of a dilemma, but the next verse, 8:23, indicates that for Ezra there was a 
third course of action – neither giving up faith by asking for soldiers nor taking a fatalistic and 
passive journey into danger.  He says, “So we fasted and petitioned God for this, and he listened to 
our entreaty.” 

 
In effect Ezra says, “If we’re going to live by faith, let’s really do it.  Let’s marshal all the spiritual 
energy we can. Let’s solidify our connection to God as strongly as possible.  We won’t go out with 
a complacent faith but will do everything we can, including fasting and prayer, to activate the 
saving presence of God among us.”  And when the exiles have made their way safely home, Ezra 
explains their success in a few words: “He listened to our entreaty.” 

 
The “application” I wrote for that day was a reminder to myself that it’s important to be proactive 
in faith, or to make use of what John Wesley called “the means of grace.”  Grace is God’s gift, but 
there are things that we can do to align ourselves with grace, or to position our lives in the places 
where grace is most likely to be found, or to open the spaces in our circumstances so that grace can 
penetrate and transform.  Among the things that Wesley cited as “means of grace” are prayer, 
worship, scripture, sacraments, Christian friendship, and – in agreement with Ezra – fasting.  These 
are things we can do, as proactive Christians, as people eager to do all that we can do to avail 
ourselves of the grace God provides. 

 
I imagine that everyone who reads the Courier has faith, to some extent.  I am sure that every one 
of us is loved by God, a recipient of grace.  But are you ready to be like Ezra?  Are you ready to do 
all that you know, so as to make your way forward not with passive, fatalistic faith but with a faith 
that is strong, dynamic and life-changing?  

  
That’s the challenge that came to me through the Life Journal and Ezra, a challenge I pass along to 
you.   

       
Your Superintendent and Christian Brother, 

                Jim Moore 
 
 
 
A Personal Word of Thanks 
 

October 21st was a wonderful day of celebration for me and, it appeared, for a great many others in 
our district.  That was the day for the official “Celebration of Appointment” service, held at 
Overlook UMC, and it was a very joyful event. 
 
Bishop Park and most of the Cabinet members 
were present, along with a strong contingent of 
our pastors and a sanctuary filled with church 
members.  Uplifting music was offered by 
“Glory Road,” the praise band from St. James 
UMC, and by “Deus Angelicus,” the youth 
choir from Greenville – Norton Hill, the church 
where I was confirmed as a teen.  A choir of 
pastors and some spouses of clergy also sang, 
offering up a beautiful rendition of “It is Well 
with My Soul.” 
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During the service, which was organized by the Superintendency Committee, there was a 
ceremony in which I was presented different symbolic gifts that represent various aspects of my 
work: the Bible, a chalice, waters of baptism, the UMC Discipline, etc.  Among the symbols was a 
gift that I got to keep – a beautiful stole fashioned from a traditional kind of African cloth, which 
had been created by Rev. Joyce Wilkerson. 

 
We celebrated Holy Communion, a sign of our 
oneness in Christ, and after the service many of 
us stayed for fellowship and a delicious meal 
prepared by the members of the Overlook 
church.   
 
I am so grateful to the many people who 
organized and supported this event, which helped 
to solidify and establish me in this new chapter 
of my life.  Though I have been told that people 
want to support me, and that they are praying for 
me, it was wonderful to see and experience the 
community that gathered to do that.  And though 

I have believed, from the beginning of this new adventure, that God would undergird and sustain 
me, it was deeply assuring to hear this affirmed again and again in the worship experience. 
 
So, my deepest thanks to all who planned and participated in this very special day.  

 
Jim Moore 

 
Mission Offering for PET  (Personal Energy Transport) 
 

The offering at the “Celebration of Appointment” service was designated for PET, our district 
mission project.  Over $1100 was contributed and passed along to the people in our East Jewett 
church who are making the “Personal Energy Transports” (hand-cranked wheelchairs or scooters) 
that are sent to third world persons who have lost their legs because of land mine explosions, 
diabetes or other illness.  It costs about $250 to mail and ship a PET, so together we have helped 
four individuals to receive the gift of mobility. 
   
In the spirit of the One who said, “As you have done to the least of these, so you have done to me,” 
we say, “Thank you!” 

 
 
 

 
MEMORIAL SERVICE for Rev. Jeff Glassey 

Saturday, November 10 
11:00 a.m. 

St. James UMC  
35 Pearl St., Kingston, NY 12401 
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Layspeakers’ Corner 
����

·  Save the dates: 
Basic and Advanced Classes – Monday, April 7, 14, 21, 28, and May 5 – 6:30-9:30 p.m. at 
Trinity UMC in Hudson.  Registration forms will be available in early January. 

 
·  Youth Lay Speaking Overnight Retreat at Camp Epworth – Friday and Saturday evening, 

dates to be announced 
 
 
Youth News 
 

·  Conference Youth Event, and Confirmation Rally  Feb. 1-3   
 Full details at UMyouth.com 
 

The Annual Conference is hosting a major 3-day event at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in White 
Plains, on Feb. 1-3, 2008.  A dynamic speaker (Stacey Foster) and a powerful musical group 
(Fuzebox) will be a part of the program.  Complete information, including costs, can be found 
at the Conference’s youth web site: http://www.umyouth.com. 

 
·  The annual Bishop’s Confirmation Rally will coincide with this event, taking place on Saturday 
      from 2:00 till 5:00.  Confirmation groups can come for this part of the event alone, at no cost,  
      with an option to buy tickets for dinner and to the Fuzebox concert which will take place that 
      evening. 

 
·  Youth Lay Speaking Overnight Retreat at Camp Epworth – Friday and Saturday evening, 

dates to be announced. 
 
·  Chrysalis "Son Seekers" is calling all youth in grades 10-12 to join them in either the Girls' 

Weekend (January 19-21) or the Boys' Weekend (February 16-18).  Weekends are held at the 
Hicksville UMC.  The purpose of Chrysalis is to provide a 3-day experience in Christian 
community in which young people can receive the gospel of God's love and forgiveness, 
respond to the offer of new life in Christ and dedicate themselves to the ministry of Christian 
love in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Chrysalis is a part of the Walk to Emmaus program, a 
program of the General Board of Discipleship. 

·  YouthNet Update is a newsletter from the United Methodist Publishing House.  Check it out 
by going to http://www.ileadyouth.com/article_reader.asp?ID=153 

 
 
Christian Education 

·  Bright Ideas: Tips for Teachers is a Cokesbury site for Sunday School teachers.  To view the 
latest edition of the newsletter, for children, go to 
http://www.sundayschool.cokesbury.com/content.aspx?dyn=1311 for youth go to 
http://www.sundayschool.cokesbury.com/content.aspx?dyn=1312 and for teaching tools for 
adult classes, go to http://www.sundayschool.cokesbury.com/content.aspx?dyn=1313  
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·  iTeach:  Monthly Information for Christian Educators  is a newsletter sent out by email free 
of charge from the General Board of Discipleship.  It is a "toolbox of wisdom to develop, 
nurture and encourage teachers, small group leaders and pastors in their teaching ministry."  Go 
to http://www.gbod.org/education/ to subscribe! 

·   

 

 

United Methodist Student Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, November 25.  Invite a college-student in 
your congregation to participate in worship on Sunday the 25th.  Their presence will be a visible 
reminder of your church's commitment to students.  Be sure to note that our conference and the United 
Methodist Church have many opportunities for scholarship and loans to help students finish higher 
education.  If a student from your church has received a scholarship from our conference or the General 
Board in the past several years, celebrate this!  If you have not had any students receive scholarships 
recently, encourage them to apply this spring. 

The most important thing is to take up the special offering, even if your church cannot on 
November 25.  The more we collect as a conference, the more that will come back to us.  Ten percent 
of our conference's UM Student Day offering goes directly to NYAC students and the other ninety 
percent funds scholarships and loans through the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.  
There are some wonderful resources available at www.umcgiving.org.  Feel free to contact Andy Peck-
McClain at st.marksumc@gmail.com with any questions or for more information. 
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On Sunday, October 7th, sometime after worship and 
6:00 p.m., a chimney that was not being used crashed 
through the sanctuary ceiling at the First United 
Methodist Church in Highland. Arlene Dawber, pastor of 
the church, explained that there are two chimneys in the 
attic of the church which were topped off years ago 
when they were no longer needed.  These were chimneys 
that had been used when the church was built in 1869 for 
the wood burning stoves that kept the church warm.  
  
“We have been in the attic a number of times to lower the lights and change bulbs and never 
noticed anything unusual. As a matter of fact, an engineer was sent to the building to check it for 
structural damage after the gas explosion in Highland three years ago that damaged a number of 
homes.    It makes you take a closer look at old churches and buildings and what potentially lurks 
behind walls and ceilings that are not being used and may be a hazard,” Arlene reported. 
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Approximately 200 bricks fell 28 feet through the 
sanctuary ceiling, landing below on the organ bench, 
baby grand piano, and keyboard.  Thank God this 
happened after the service, as the organist and her 
son who was sitting with her would have been 
killed.   
  
Not only did the church lose its musical instruments, 
sound system, and various equipment, but the ceiling 
was full of blown insulation making a mess of the 
entire sanctuary.  The molding around the pulpit 
area, which was hand-crafted in the 1800's, will all 
have to be taken off and replaced, along with a great 

deal of sanding to the wood floors, communion rail, and steps.   
  
Servpro, a cleaning company, responded within an hour of being called.  They worked for two 
weeks cleaning the windows and vacuuming every wall, hymnal, and inch of space in the 
sanctuary.  They provided wonderful service, and are working closely with the insurance company, 
according to Rev. Dawber. 
 
Arlene adds these words in reflecting on the situation:  “We have been holding services in the 
social hall and hope to return to the sanctuary by the end of November.  We have been so blessed 
by people who don't even live in the area or belong to the community of faith.   After reading 
about the collapse in the newspaper, funeral homes and other supportive people have sent 
donations to the church to cover the insurance deductible and the deprecation that the company 
will not cover.  We are still in need of more financial support, but I'm sure we will get through this, 
and we are extremely blessed that no one got hurt.  With all the damage and dust, a fine string of 
feather butterflies that hung above the communion table, other than being covered with insulation 
never got damaged.  A true sign of new life!”  

�
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Thanks-Doing 
The French word for thanksgiving is Fete d-actions de grace or literally, “feast of thanks actions”  
When we give thanks, as well as celebrating all that we have received, what can we do to show 
our gratitude to God?  Not just one day, but all year long?  How can our Thanks-Giving become 
Thanks-Doing?   (from the White Sulphur Springs UMC newsletter) 
 
“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.” (Meister 
Eckhardt) 

 
 
 
                                   
“COME AWAY MY BELOVED” 
Opportunity for Personal Retreats at Epworth 

 
 

 
Silence, solitude and nature have been the context for meeting 
with God for thousands of years.  Jesus spent time alone; we are 
foolish to bypass it.  Epworth offers 160 acres of autumn leaves, 
river front, and mountain views.  Now, Epworth offers adult 
friendly retreat rooms.  No phones, no computer, no one to 
interrupt your solitude with God.  Just a fire crackling in the 
fireplace and lots of space. 
 
Personal retreats are FREE Monday-Friday for all UMC 
pastors.  A modest donation of $25/night for all others.  Call: 

845-687-0215 or write: info@epworthcenter.com and come away, Beloved. 
 

 

                            
                                                                                                                           
 
 
����
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6:00 appetizers 
6:30 dinner: 
       Moroccan Chicken Tagine (with lemon and olives) 
                       rice, corn, broccoli  

     cranberry-orange relish 
                       homemade cookies 
                       make-your-own ice cream sundaes 
Program following dinner: Jim and Holly Moore will lead a program of  

             carol singing, anthems, and Christmas stories.   
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
        Name (s) _________________________________________ 
 

        Enclosed is my (our) check for $ ______ ($10 per person, made out to Rondout  
       Valley UMC, send to Rev. Caroline Berninger, P.O. Box 295, Stone Ridge, NY 12484 
 

       Deadline for reservations:  December 7th  
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Directions: 
  

 

             Rondout Valley UMC 
  25 Schoonmaker Lane 
  Stone Ridge  12484 

 

 
  

The church sits on a hill at the corner of Schoonmaker & 209, with entrance on 
Schoonmaker.  You can see it pretty well driving down from the North (e.g. Kingston) 
and not at all well from the South (e.g. Ellenville). 

 

Driving South from Kingston on 209, it is almost exactly ten miles south of route 28 
(which leads to the west and to the Thruway interchange 19).  There are TWO traffic 
lights south of 28 on 209:  one at the north end of Stone Ridge at the Fire House (turnoff 
to the Ulster Co. Community College) and one at the south end with Route 213 East 
(Rosendale/High Falls).  Schoonmaker Lane is 2/10 mile after the 213 E. light, on the 
right, as you drive south. 

 
  
Driving North from Kerhonkson, Schoonmaker Lane is about 9.6 miles from the 
traffic light in Kerhonkson.   It is harder to see on your left as you drive north.  You 
will be coming downhill (the Pilgrim Holiness Church sits on top of the hill on your left) 
and if you reach the traffic light with 213 E. (Rosendale/High Falls) you have gone just 
a teeny bit too far.  At this point it's probably easiest to turn into the parking lot of Ulster 
Savings/Rite Aid/Emmanuel's Marketplace, turn around and you will easily find 
Schoonmaker Lane on your right 2/10 of a mile south of the light you just drove 
through.... 

 
  
The church tel. # is 845-687-9090.  We'll out-do Motel 6 and have SEVERAL lights on! 
  
Caroline 
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Round and About the District  
 
 
Rondout Valley UMC was 40 years old this fall, having been officially organized in 1967. They had a 
potluck supper and fellowship time on October 10.  Arnold Jones showed some of the slides made 
during the construction of the two phases of the church, the original education building, and the 
sanctuary social hall. 
 
The Rondout Valley UMC Sunday School had a delicious beginning to Sunday School this fall when 
they again kicked off the year with a pancake breakfast. 
 
The 150th anniversary of the first worship service held in the Kripplebush UMC sanctuary will be 
Sunday December 2.  Rev. Jim Moore, D.S. will preach. 
 
The Delhi church is participating in Operation Iraqi Children, the Church World Service school bag 
project.  Each School Supply Kit contains basic, badly-needed items that can make a world of 
difference to an Iraqi child heading to school.  Kits are wildly popular among Iraqis, who often request 
them.  A church member made the bags and the church will fill them with school supplies. 
 
The Lexington-Westkill and Prattsville UM Parish is supporting the Pioneers in Ministry by buying 
Arabic language Bibles for Lebanon.  This is part of an evangelistic ministry to the  Druze people of 
the area. 
 
At the Monticello UMC a series of coffees are being held at the parsonage.  The purpose is to help the 
pastor and church members get better acquainted and to provide an informal setting for the sharing of 
ideas about the church’s needs and possible future directions. 
Parishioners make reservations for any of three Sundays, and those who don’t make a reservation 
receive a special invitation in the mail to attend future coffees. The number attending each gathering is 
limited in order to make quality conversation possible. 
 
St. James in Kingston – We were distressed to hear that Pastor Dave has been fired! 
In news released issued today, the US Postal Service has announced that Pastor Dave has been relieved 
of all further duties for failure to deliver the (church) mail at prescribed times to the proper person(s).  
All persons are hereby notified that if you have mail for Doris, the newsletter, the treasurer … anyone 
… Pastor Dave is the absolute last person you would want to use for delivery.  (Ask about mail-boxes 
that are available for this purpose).  The USPS states further, that in the spirit of “Separation of Chruch 
and State”, they would not at this time be asking Pasor Dave to step down from preaching, teaching, 
healing, cooking, or other duties rightly assigned by the church.  (from the St.James newsletter) 
 
White Sulphur Springs UMC is videotaping church services and putting them on DVD’s for easy 
distribution 
 
The Jefferson Church will present a Christmas cantata Dec. 16 with two performances. 
 
The Elizaville UMC Sunday School is busy.  Sunday School opened with the Blessing of the 
Backpacks.  Since backpacks are now a staple in the schools and our children’s futures are in the 
books, pencils, erasers, rulers, etc. that they hold, it seems natural that they be blessed in high hopes for 
a successful year for all our children.   
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The Elizaville Sunday School is collecting money to purchase sweaters for the men and women at the 
Brookmeade Baptist Nursing Home.  Sweaters can also be donated.   
 
The Elizaville Sunday School is holding their annual spaghetti supper to benefit the Wish List Project 
for the Children’s Home.  The Sunday School kids do everything except cook the pasta.  They also wait 
on tables. 
 
St.Paul’s UMC in Middletown is hosting a Community Prayer Time on Wednesdays from 12:30 – 1:15 
p.m.  Their doors will be open, and all are invited to bring their concerns and joys - to rest and talk with 
God. 
 
The United Ministry at Delhi church is reminding folks that Church World Service offers an 
Alternatiave Holiday Market in its new catalog.  This holiday season instead of giving “things’, give 
more “meaning” in the form of village wells, seeds, tools, water buffalo (or half of one!), oral 
rehydration therapy, microcredit loans, literacy training, chickens, tools, rabbits.  The best Gift Catalog 
offers these and many other opportunities to bring hope and health to our brothers and sisters  around 
the world who struggle to survive.  Check out the catalog at 
https://secure.churchworldservice.org/catalog/display.php?sid=2  
 
At the Saugerties UMC , the children have been invited to submit a drawing to be used on the cover of 
the bulletin for either Nov. 18 or 25.  The theme for the drawing is “Giving Thanks”.  Children may 
draw a picture of anything for which they are grateful.  
 
Saugerties UMC is also collecting empty returnable cans and bottles in a receptacle in the narthex, with 
proceeds to support the Youth Ministry Program – what could be simpler?  
 
The Saugerties youth are making plans to join one of the Group workcamps entitled the Wayne County 
Week of Hope in July.  They’ll travel to Newark, NY (outside of Buffalo) to volunteer with community 
service groups in that area, giving elderly and low-income residents a helping hand and a warm 
embrace.  The project is through Group Workcamps Foundation, who organize short-term, multi-
denominational mission trips for teens.  The youth travel to a community, serve people in Christ’s 
name, and (with a little guidance and nurturing) grow in faith and character and have loads of fun at the 
same time. 
 
For the 16th year the Saugerties church is sponsoring a Christmas Toy Store for the needy families in 
the Saugerties area.  Last year more than 300 children had a truly merry Christmas, thanks to the 
generosity of those in the community. 
 
Overlook UMC has begun having Singspirations one Sunday evening a month.  These are informal 
gatherings for praising God through music with singing and instruments.  First, families share a simple 
meal of  pizza. Then the Singspiration begins with the singing of simple Bible songs, the singing of 
requested hymns and Gospel songs, and special music brought by various members of the 
congregation.  There is no sermon.  It’s a wonderful opportunity for gathering families with young 
children and youth.  Children and youth meet weekly with Pastor Tom to practice guitar.   
 
November is the month when Overlook runs the Daily Bread Soup Kitchen at Christ Lutheran Church 
in Woodstock. 
 
Town of Bethel UMC has just begun publishing a newsletter, entitled “United We Stand Newsletter”.  
One interesting article features one church member, telling their story so others can get to know them 
better. 
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At  the Catskill UMC the Wesley Choir will present the Cantata “Born a Savior, Born a King: the 
Prophecy Fulfilled” by John Purifoy during the Sunday morning service on December 23rd. 
 
The Westbrookville UMC will be presenting a live nativity on December 1st at 6 p.m.   
 
On December 7 at 7 p.m. The Kaaterskill UMC in Tannersville will be performing “The Christmas 
Chronicles”, a musical show about a newspaper in Bethlehem that is about to go out of business unless 
they get a really big story.  19 youth are participating in the show.   
 
The Margaretville UMC, under the guidance of Rev. Joon Woo Lee, has established the fourth Sunday 
of each month as “Youth Sunday.”  Recently confirmed young people, along with their mentors are 
planning and presenting the regular Sunday morning service that day.  Church members are very 
appreciative of the creativity and faithfulness these young people are displaying. 
 
The Livingston Manor church celebrated its 150th anniversary on Oct. 28th.  Four former pastors came 
to share in the occasion, including Duncan Trueman, Bebe Loizeaux, Maybelle Renzi, and Betty 
Beach.  DS Jim Moore offered the sermon.  As a part of the celebration the church dedicated a large 
cross and flame symbol which was recently added to the steeple. 
 
The Upper Catskill Larger Parish is preparing an Advent devotional booklet, with a daily meditation 
for each day of the season.  Each day’s meditation will be written by a member of the parish.  A similar 
booklet was prepared, and much appreciated by the churches, last Lent.  
  
 
 
 
 
Do You Have a Piano, or Hymnals, that you might share? 
 
Here are two requests from pastors, which we pass along to our churches: 
 

·  Bob Moore, a lay speaker hired to lead the Mamakating charge, has begun holding services in 
the Phillipsport sanctuary, one of two buildings owned by the charge.  They use the recorded 
accompaniments for the hymns, but have only the old (1960’s era) hymnal in the pews.  He is 
hoping that churches that have extra copies of the current hymnal might contribute a few for use 
in Phillipsport.  At this point a total of 15-20 books would be enough. 

 
     If you have a few hymnals to share please contact Bob at RMOORE7@hvc.rr.com. 
 
 

·  Mandy Iahn, our pastor at the Town of Esopus and Bullville churches, sends this request:   
“I have a need for a piano in my life.   I know churches regularly dispense of pianos.  Does 
anyone have a piano in decent shape to get rid of?  
 Much love, Mandy 
 

      If you have a piano to share, you could contact Mandy at amandamarieiahn@yahoo.com 
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Calendar 
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Nov. 9-11:  Cabinet to Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, joining the Cabinets from all the 
Conferences in the country for an event called Living the United Methodist Way  

 
 Nov. 13-15:  Board of Ordained Ministry event at Mt.St.Alphonsus 
 
 Nov. 28:  Parish Development at White Plains, 6:00 
 
 Dec. 1:  Clergy Review forms and Clergy Profiles due 
 
 Dec. 14:  District Christmas Dinner and Program at Rondout Valley UMC, 6:00 
 

Jan. 22-24:  Bishop’s Convocation at Hudson Valley Resort in Kerhonkson.  Bishop Robert 
Schnase of the Missouri Annual Conference will speak on "Five Principles of Fruitful 
Congregations."  Information will be mailed directly to the clergy about this event. 

 
 Jan. 25-27:  District UMW Retreat at St. Joseph Villa in Saugerties 
 
 Feb. 1-3:  IGNITE – 3-day all-youth event in White Plains 
 
       Feb. 7:  District Council on Ministries at Kerhonkson, 5:00 p.m. 
 

April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 5:  Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Classes at Trinity UMC in Hudson 
 
 April 19:   District Leadership Day and District Conference at Kerhonkson 
 
 June 11-14: Annual Conference at Hofstra University 
� �

 
 

Please freely post  and distribute  this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office 
(cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to delete yourself from or add yourself to our 

database for receiving the COURIER online. 
 

 
 
 

The deadline for the January-February Courier is 
January 3rd, 2008. 

 



 14 

 
 
 
 
News from the Wider Church 
 
 
 
 
 

UMCOR 
UNITED METHODIST COMMITTEE ON RELIEF 

CALIFORNIA WILD FIRES 
 
 

NEW YORK, Oct. 25, 2007 - The United Methodist Committee on Relief continues to offer support to 
those affected by the wildfires in Southern California. UMCOR personnel, including the Rev. Tom 
Hazelwood, head of UMCOR's domestic disaster response, are working with California-Pacific Annual 
Conference in these initial days of disaster response.  

UMCOR anticipates a long term response to these fires that caused nearly a million people to evacuate. 
Fortunately, many of them will be able to return home. Estimates put the losses caused by this rash of 
wildfires to be approximately half of what was lost in the 2003 fires. 

The generosity of United Methodists is once again apparent, says Hazelwood about the many people 
who are eager to volunteer in the recovery effort. These are early days in the recovery process, 
 explains Hazelwood.  Cash gifts are the best way to help the recovery effort right now.  It will be 
some weeks before the situation is such that volunteers will be an effective help. At that time 
UMCOR will notify the Jurisdictional Volunteer in Mission  Coordinators. Anyone wishing to 
volunteer should contact the coordinator for their jurisdiction. 

How You Can Help 

To give to UMCOR's work in response to the California wildfires, please make out your check to 
UMCOR and mail it to UMCOR, PO Box 9068, New York, NY 10087. Write UMCOR Advance 
#901670, Domestic Disaster Response, California Wildfires on the memo line of your check. Visit 
UMCOR's website at www.umcor.org for online giving information or call 1-800-554-8583 to give 
over the telephone. One hundred percent of every donation to any appeal, including appeals for 
California wildfires, goes to support the designated program. 

   
The Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie, Conference Mission Coordinator, New York Annual Conference, The 
United Methodist Church, 20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains, NY 10606 
914-615-2233 voice   914-615-2244 fax 
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PARISH NURSING WEBSITE 

The Parish Nursing Team of the New York Conference is happy to announce that 
their new web site is now up and running.  Go to http://www.gbgm-

umc.org/nyacparishnurse/ or to the New York Conference home page (nyac.com) and 
click on the Parish Nursing Link.  

 
 

This team is made up of nurses and other interested persons from throughout our 
conference who are dedicated to facilitating parish nursing ministries and other health 

ministries taking place in our conference’s churches.  This web site is intended to 
provide regularly updated resources and links to other websites that the churches of the 

New York Conference may find helpful for establishing or conducting their health 
ministries.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Mission Teams to Biloxi 
 
The New York Annual Conference has relief teams going to Biloxi, Mississippi to continue the 
rebuilding of this area so devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  We are looking for volunteers to join in this 
very rewarding work and fellowship on this mission.  The cost to volunteer is $500.  This will cover 
your airfare, food and ground transport while in Biloxi.  Most trips are 8 days in duration.  Click on 
http://www.nyac.com/resources/pdfs/BiloxiSchedule.pdf to  see which teams are still accepting team 
members.  If you are interested, or want detailed information, please contact Daryl by email at the 
Conference Center:  dlindholm@nyac.com. 
 
 
 
Haiti Mission Trips  
 
There are still openings for two upcoming Haiti trips:  February 8 through 16, 2008 and May 29 
through June 6, 2008.  For more information about our Haiti mission or upcoming trips, please contact 
Tom or Wendy Vencuss at info@wethersfieldchurch.org.  
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Mission Information  

You can keep on top of all things mission in The United Methodist Church by going to the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief Hotline website at http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/ 

 

The Congress on Evangelism 2008  

This event, sponsored by the General Board of Discipleship, will take place January 2-5 in Savannah, 
Georgia.  You may register online by going to www.congressonevangelism.org.  

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2008 
 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is January 18-25.  Free resources as well items available for 
purchase to assist you in your preparations may be downloaded or ordered at http://www.geii.org 
 

 

Clergy:  Can You Help? 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ 
 
My son-in-law, Jake Waybright, is the pastor of the Middlesex UMC in Carlisle, PA., part of Bishop 
Jane Middleton’s conference.  I had an opportunity to worship there on September 23rd.  The Rev. 
Alfred A. N. Karima, Chair of the Sierra Leone Conference Council on Ministries was the guest 
speaker that morning.  He told us of the hardships being faced by the ministers and lay preachers in this 
revolution ravaged country in West Africa.  Many receive little or no compensation, are in need of 
housing and face the rejection of their families for being unable to provide food and clothing for them.  
With little income to spare, most are unable to afford the trappings of their position – clergy robes and 
stoles.  Given the English background of this society, such simple things are looked upon as the 
required symbols of authority.  Rev. Karima has made an appeal to the pastors of the Central 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference to collect any unused clergy robes and stoles for distribution to the 
members of his conference.  I thought that this might be something that the clergy would like to share 
in.  I’m sure most of our churches have a few old robes hanging in a closet that could be put to good 
use.      
 
I will co-ordinate getting any donations to the proper location.  If you would like to contribute to this 
effort, robes can be mailed to my attention at: 
 
   Peter O’Neill 
   55 Riverview Court 
   Oakdale, NY 11747 
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Many of us have had the experience of Christ bringing 
us to know Him in a deep, renewing way.  What 
happens next?  How do we as Christians develop this 
experience into a lifestyle that will bear abundant 
spiritual fruit?  How do we meet Christ in our daily 
lives? 

You are invited to come explore the inward life through 
the traditional spiritual disciplines of the Church.  Lent 
comes early this year.  Come prepare yourself to enter 
those 40 days renewed and with new disciplines to 

practice.  Give yourself the gift of a weekend apart, a time away from routines and responsibilities.  
Come spend intentional time with God and your sisters in Christ. 
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� � � � � 	 � � Registration begins at 5:30 p.m.; dinner at 6:30 p.m. (Latecomers can register 
after dinner as well.)  Retreat concludes with lunch on Sunday (11:30 a.m.) 

�� � � � 
 � � � St. Joseph Villa in Saugerties, New York 

�� � � � � � � $150 

� � � � � � � 
 � � Holly Moore�
����

Holly is a graduate of the Guild for Spiritual Guidance - a spiritual formation program of study, prayer, and 
reflection – that is designed to prepare its participants for a ministry of assisting others to discern God’s 
presence in their lives.  She has enjoyed leading contemplative prayer groups, teaching a course on Spiritual 
Disciplines, and giving guidance for Days Apart and retreats.  After a 20-year career as an elementary school 
teacher, Holly is now the administrative assistant for the Catskill Hudson District Office and also the summer 
program director at our United Methodist Camp, Kingswood. She is the wife of our new District Superintendent, 
James Moore.   “I’ve had a deep interest in the contemplative spiritual life for many years.  The desire to see 
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God in the midst of my daily life is a strong part of me.  I am very pleased to be leading this retreat for the District 
UMW and look forward to seeing how God will move among us.” 

 
Registration Form 
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Please mail before January 7, 2008  
 

Patricia Kellam, 235 Lake St, Liberty, N.Y.  12754 
 

Make $150 check out to Catskill-Hudson UMW 
 
 
Name:
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

E-address:________________________________________________________________________ 

Single or double room ? _____________    Roommate’s name, if known _____________________ 

Handicapped needs: 

 
Help: 
____      I would like to help by accompanying singing with a musical instrument. 
 
____      I would like to assist with the retreat as needed. 
 

 
 
You will be mailed a confirmation letter which will include directions to St.Joseph Villa and 
details about what to bring. 
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For travel directions, go to: http://www.midnightoilproductions.com/seminar/long_island.php  and 
click on the “Get Directions” on the left side of the page. Do not register online, however, if you wish 

to receive the special discount!!��	������	�&�����/����������0�����,��	�����
���������	�
���	�
���	�� �The one-day event is an ongoing 

mix of practical philosophy and tips for developing and maturing your digital ministry, from moving 
your sermons off "pause" to integrating media into the rest of worship. We will focus on the creative 
use of metaphors, graphics and video through the best of our own productions, as well as the best from 
many other churches doing excellent, cutting edge media ministry. All for the purpose of 
communicating the Gospel through powerful, transforming stories. It is designed both for those 
wanting to take initial steps and those needing direction to further their ministry efforts. Participants 
will strategize and learn models for digital age worship. They will find hope that they too can be digital 
artists. They will experience first-hand the power of working in a team. They will leave with 
sketchpads filled with drawing and ideas for how to get their technical setups configured. And much, 
much more. 12�	���
	�������	��������������������
����������3������45�
�
�
�
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�
������	����������/����!��1%&'':%&)'5� The host church provides morning refreshments, so 
make sure to come early, eat, and network! ��������#�;�<����������	������	�&�/�	������������
<�����������1%&)':�#'&#-5� We in the church may have new media, but we have old mindsets. We are 
still stuck in an old world of textual analysis. If we can discover the power and potential of metaphor, 
we can transform worship. Includes sample services. ��������=�;�<������,����	�&������	�����
��!!
�������������*������1#'&)-:#=&)'5� Creating powerful images for worship is not just for 
another congregation with more resources. Sit in on a “design master class” and discuss 6 principles for 
making images. Explore preaching with images, as well. The session finishes as we walk through a 
step-by-step tutorial on building an image for worship. 2��!�2���� ���1#=&)':#&)'5� Over lunch, 
watch a variety of short videos and animations we’ve created for ministry in local churches during our 
years on the job. ��������)�;���
����2�����&�/�	�����<���������!����� ��/�	
�1#&)':�)&''5�
Many have attempted to design worship with a team of people, only to discover that it is difficult to 
form a team that actually works. We’ll look at a series of obstacles that befall teams of sincere, hard 
working people, and explore through teaching and interactivity how to create worship design teams that 
take flight. ��������(�;�����/�	�����
	��&�����������������
	��� �������3��������1)&=':
(&)'5�The essential need-to-know information to establish, grow, and fortify your media ministry, 
including how to get started, resources, technical information, and more. 
 
 Group Size The Early Bird Price The Regular Price Register by October 3 Register after October 3 
Individual $89 (minus $35 for United Methodists) $99 (minus $35 for United Methodists) 2-4 (Same church) $69 
each (minus $35 each for United Methodists) $79 each (minus $35 each for United Methodists) 5+ (Same church) 
$49 each (minus $35 each for United Methodists) $59 each (minus $35 each for United Methodists) Mail your 
registration with a check made payable to Parish Resource Center to: 89 Hallock Landing Road, Rocky 
Point, NY 11778 
  
Name(s) 
___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Church___________________________________________Denomination______________________ 
 
Church Address 
_______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Church Phone_____________________________________ Email ____________________________  
 
��!�!"�	&���
�����������	���� �����������
��������
�������� 
	�	�����	���������������	��������
	���
�����	7� /�>	��������������"�
����	�����������
��������������!!
� ���������������>�����������
��
	�4�8
	������



 24 

��	�,��������8����������
	���	����� �����������	�������	������ �������������	�
����������	���
	����������!���	��
�������	
���	���������
	����4����� ��������	�,��������8���"� �������#??%���������!�����	�������	���=''=4�����������
������
���������������������������	������	���������
����������� !����������������� ���������	�
����
	���	
����
*�����!�"
����
	��������
!�����<��������	��
������������� ��������	�
����
	���������������
��������������
����/�	�����
	����<����������	������	��� �����
	� 2	����8
���������@�3� ��	�������	���
	���4� Len Wilson Jason 
Moore 

 
 

 
Disregarding the Shame, Reaching Out 

For the Joy: A Retreat for Survivors of Sexual, 
Physical, Emotional or Spiritual Abuse 

 
 

Saturday & Sunday December 1 & 2, 2007 
9:00AM - 4:30 PM 

 
At The Oratory of the Little Way 

8 Oratory Lane 
Gaylordsville, CT 

 
 
This ecumenical retreat will not require that you share your personal experiences. 
The healing will occur: 
 (1) as you begin to recognize some of the lies your abuser instilled 
in you, 
 (2) as you understand that Jesus suffered abuse similar to the ways you 
were abused,  
(3) when you meet Him in experiences of listening prayer. 
 
At the end of the retreat, you will receive the retreat manual written by Fr. Larry 
Carew and Rev. Dr. Gail Paul. 
 
To register- call 860-354-8294 
A donation of $75.00 is requested 
(Scholarships are available if needed) 
Bring a bag lunch. Refreshments will be available. 
 
Facilitators- Rev. Dr. Gail Paul, Fr. Larry Carew, and Oratory Prayer Partners 
*****Sunday will include an ecumenical worship service***** 
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