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A Word from Your DS:  The Challenge of Living Up to Our Advertising 

 
The first chapter of John gives a very brief account of Jesus’ first encounters with his first disciples.  The 
gospel writer doesn’t give us many details – which always makes this a frustrating passage for me to read, 
as I’d love to know just what they talked about, what these fishermen understood their mission to be, what 
Jesus said that was so compelling, etc.  – but all we know is that Andrew, Simon and Philip are quickly on 
board and committed to following Jesus.   
 

Philip is also eager to share the excitement of this new relationship with his friend Nathanael, so he goes to 
find him and says, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets 
also wrote – Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  Nathanael is anything but receptive:  “Nazareth!  Can 
anything good come from there?” he asks.  Philip doesn’t bother to argue.  All he says is, “Come and see.”  
He evidently has such confidence in Jesus’ believe-ability, such a sense that Nathanael’s prejudice will 
fade once he meets Jesus, that all he needs to say is, “Come and see.” 
 

Last week we had a very informative seminar at Kingston regarding Rethink Church, the UMC’s new 
initiative of communicating and reaching out to a demographic group that is as skeptical, or perhaps even 
more skeptical, than Nathanael - namely people in the 18 to 35 year old age group.  As we can observe by 
their absence in many of our churches, this is a group that is often saying, “Church?  Can anything good 
come from there?  Is there anything there that would be of any interest to me?” 
 

So, like Nathanael, the people at UM Communications who are working on Rethink Church are saying, 
“Come and see,”  but they know, and we should too, that just making an invitation is not enough.  Jesus 
was attractive enough to overcome Nathanael’s prejudice, but our churches – I say with love and sadness – 
sometimes don’t do much to convince young skeptics that their ideas about a boring, tradition-bound, 
irrelevant church are wrong. 
 

So better advertising is only a first step.  What is more significant, and an important challenge for us all, is 
the work of being the kind of church our advertisements say we are.  We say, “Open Hearts, Open Minds 
and Open Doors,” but are we working hard to make those ideas the reality that people encounter when they 
visit our congregation or meet one of us?  We say, “God so loved the world ...” and that Jesus is a friend to 
all, but do people experience us as loving friends of God and the people around us?   
 

So what do the 18 to 35 year olds want?  Obviously there are millions of individuals out there, some of 
whom are secular-minded and not even interested in religion at this point, but according to polls there are a 
great many “seekers” as well – people who have a spiritual longing but are unhappy with the faith 
expressions they have been part of.  For many in this group, church convention and customs are a turn-off 
– implying a judgmentalism that is unwelcome ... They are often not interested in joining anything – 
whether it’s the church, the fire department, or a bowling team – but they are interested in activities that 
motivate them ...  They are used to having things their way and on their time schedule, in this age of instant 
communication and countless immediate electronic sources of entertainment and relationship ... (Whether 
this aversion to joining and this lifestyle of immediate gratification are good is a debatable point, but we 
have to realize that this is where some of our young folks are coming from).  People in this age group are 
aware of the power of actions and lifestyle, as opposed to empty talk, and in a recent Gallup poll only 15% 
of the respondents said they knew a Christian whose lifestyle was different, in a positive way, from the 
lifestyle of others who don’t go to church. 
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So, our work is cut out for us, as we realize that the way we do church, though it may be meaningful for us, 
is not necessarily meaningful for these younger folks in our communities and our families.  What are they 
looking for, if they are in fact seeking after something spiritual? 
 

They want authenticity – not just traditions.  They want to see some passion, commitment, and 
involvement in the spirituality they observe ... They want to be welcomed with genuineness – not as a 
potential contributing member of the congregation, but as a person.  And this welcome, the Rethink Church 
presenter told us, can’t just be at Sunday morning service.  We can have greeters there, but lots of these 
folks aren’t likely to come to worship yet.  He was speaking metaphorically, I think, but our presenter said, 
“Why don’t we have ‘greeters’ for the AA group that meets at a church, or for the parents who pick up kids 
at our church’s daycare center?”  That’s where we may meet these skeptics the first time … Their friends 
are very important, more important in some cases than their families, so the church has to be a social 
networking place where real friendships are possible ...  They want to see an intersection of faith and life, 
and to be given some concrete ways to practice faith ...  They want something in addition to work that 
makes life meaningful, and which gives them a place from which they can make some difference in the 
world. 
 

Is it possible for us to become the kind of churches these folks are looking for?  I hope so, because that’s 
the kind of church I want to be a part of – and allowing for the different ways in which generations 
experience things – that’s the kind of church that helped me to become a Christian.  But it’s a long journey 
from where we are today to the realization of those hopes.   
 

We want the advertising that Rethink Church is doing to bring young people to our churches, trusting that 
they won’t require us to be a “perfect church,” but that they will see in us a desire to share our faith in 
Christ, and to live it out in a way that they will find genuine, and that they will recognize our intention to 
be some of the things we have not yet succeeded in being. 
 

Those who attended the Rethink Church seminar were given some wonderful information.  Included at the 
end of the packet were some things that the presenter couldn’t share because the time ran out, namely a lot 
of very practical ideas for reaching out, welcoming, and doing local publicity and interaction.  If you have 
the packet, please read it.  If you weren’t at the seminar and would like it, please let us know and we’ll 
make copies. 
 

Rethink Church is an ambitious attempt at doing two things.  To those outside the Church it is saying, 
“Come and see.”  To those of us in the church, it is offering resources to help us be the congregations our 
absent young critics are looking for.  
 

Numerous on-line resources are available.  To learn more about it, just Google “Rethink Church” and 
you’ll find a very useful site.  Visit www.10thousanddoors.org to connect with the site to which all the 
upcoming advertising will direct people. You will find a very interesting and creative site. 
 

Let’s do our best, not only to be the kind of church our young people are looking for, but to be one that will 
make Jesus pleased.  Let’s try to be a church about which we can fearlessly say, “Come and see.” 
         
Your DS and Friend, 
Jim Moore 
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Wanderings: 

 
Greetings to you, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   
 
How quickly the months fly by!  The Lenten season has ended again in the promise of Easter, and we are, 
by the Grace of God, alive and charged with the Lord’s continued work here. 

I recently read The Best Question I Have Heard Lately by Paul Nixon.  It spoke so powerfully to me that I 
have included portions of it here for you: 

I travel all over the country working with Christian leaders.  Everywhere I go people ask 
great questions. 

Last week … a man asked, “Why can’t we franchise churches the way they franchise 
hotels and restaurants?”  He was asking about standardization … For years, churches took 
a mechanical approach like this in developing ministries - so that there was a significant 
sense of … uniformity from church to church. 

We may rightfully seek to distill uniform principles of ministry to apply in each place, but 
effective ministry today often produces churches that vary wildly in style from one place 
to the next … 

The man in my meeting was right to ask WHY?  Why the variety?  Why the sense that we 
are always re-inventing the wheel?  Why can’t we build ministries like Detroit builds 
GMC trucks?  Or like McDonalds makes hamburgers? 

I guess it boils down to this: we are talking human souls and not hamburgers … And the 
driving force in the Book of Acts was not the strategic plan but the Holy Spirit. 

In the famed I Love Lucy episode where Lucy and Ethel get jobs working at the candy 
factory, the conveyor belt speeds up and they cannot keep pace, so they end up stuffing 
their mouths and clothes with the candies they cannot process. 

In the world of the 21st century, the conveyor belt has sped up … The candies (people) 
coming down the belt are more diverse than ever before.  Diverse politically.  Diverse 
theologically.  Diverse ethnically.  This is an age of customized ministry, of organic 
ministry, of paying attention to what seems natural and normal within a particular social 
and cultural context. 

If we were simply McDonalds, we could make our product and rest content, so long as our 
sales volume was adequate.  But we are not McDonalds and God has not given us 
permission to write off any group of people simply because they don’t like our current 
recipes. 
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Jesus came for everybody.  Thus we are compelled to go to every tribe out there and to do 
whatever it takes to serve them and to invite them into faith community.  And so, as we do 
that, we will develop many different kinds of churches, with many different styles of 
covenant, of music, of social values. 

This is why a franchise model of church development - which will help here and 
there in building great congregations - will ultimately fall short in serving the full 
range of people we are called to serve. 

 

You can find the full article at the New York Annual Conference website: www.nyac.com.    Click 
on “Church Development” under the drop-down “Resources” menu, or use this link: 
http://www.umcnewchurchstarts.org/   

The message is one we cannot hear too often in our wonderfully diverse Catskill Hudson District.  
May the message empower you to critically reflect on your church’s customized ministry within 
the context of your community, and may we all be open-minded enough to embrace and celebrate 
our diversity.   

Keep the faith! 
Diane Meredith, District Lay Leader 

�

�

Annual Conference to Vote on Amendments to the UMC Constitution 
 
One of the matters to be addressed at this year’s annual conference is a vote to be taken on 32 amendments 
to the Constitution of the United Methodist Church.  The amendments were all passed by the 2008 General 
Conference, but they now must come to vote at every Annual Conference.  For each of these amendments 
there will be a tally of the votes from each Conference, and those receiving more than 2/3 from across the 
denomination will become part of our basic organizing structure. 
 

Ninety minutes of our agenda time at this year’s session will be devoted to explanation and voting on the 
amendments.  Each delegate has received the proposals, with a brief explanation, but for further 
clarification I would recommend an article in the current edition of The Vision.  To find it on line, go to our 
conference website (www.nyac.com), click on “News,” follow the link to The Vision, and open the April 
24th edition.  An article by J. Richard Peck gives a good description and explanation of these matters. 
 

I have considered holding a special meeting of conference delegates before June for the purpose of 
discussing these matters but have decided that most people will not want or be able to invest another day in 
traveling and meeting.  I am trusting that reading the materials and listening to the discussion at conference 
will be sufficient. If people would like to call me or write to me for further explanation that would be fine. 
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Here are three basic comments from my perspective regarding the amendments: 
 

1)  Many of the amendments change the wording of the way we describe our international church and 
enable a study group to bring further recommendations to the next General Conference.  Our current 
constitution refers to all of the conferences outside the United States as “Central Conferences,” reflecting 
an era when the UMC was mostly in the US and the other conferences were small appendages of the 
church here in America.  In this era, when the international church is growing rapidly, that paradigm 
doesn’t make as much sense.  The amendments would do away with “Central Conferences” and point us in 
the direction of creating “Regional Conferences,” with the US churches also being part of regions.  The 
exact structure of these regions is not yet determined, and I believe that if the amendments were passed 
there would be a group empowered to work on this and bring recommendations to the 2012 General 
Conference. 
 

2)  Amendment XIX should be of considerable interest to many of our churches and pastors.  It proposes a 
change in the voting rights of clergy at Annual Conference.  Currently, only the ordained elders and 
deacons are allowed to vote for General Conference delegates, but the proposal would expand the voting to 
include associate members, provisional members who have finished their seminary training, and local 
pastors who have completed their training in the Course of Study.  Since we have many pastors in these 
categories, and since this seems like a matter of fairness among clergy colleagues, I think this is a welcome 
change.  We’re including an additional note below, from Rev. Eileen Daunt, who serves our churches in 
Napanoch and Ulster Heights, and also chairs the Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members, and 
who also is advocating that we vote for this amendment. 
 

3)  Amendment I is seen as controversial by some persons.  It has to do with extending the opportunity of 
joining a local church to all persons.  The current statement in the constitution refers to the UMC and says 
“All persons, without regard to race, color, national origin, status or economic condition shall be eligible 
to attend its worship services, participate in its ministries, receive the sacraments, and upon baptism be 
received as professing members.  All persons, upon taking vows declaring the Christian faith and 
relationship in Jesus Christ, shall be eligible to become professing members in any local church in the 
connection……” 
 

 The proposed amendment deletes “without regard to race, color, national origin, status, or economic 
condition,” so that the constitution would read “All persons shall be eligible to attend its worship services 
…” etc.  The defenders of the proposal say that it doesn’t make sense to make a list of all the things that 
should not be allowed as bars to membership.  Handicapping conditions is not mentioned, for example.  
They say that a simple “all persons” should be sufficient.  Opponents of the proposal have voiced fears 
about inclusion of gay and lesbian persons in church membership, but in truth the UMC has usually tried to 
be inclusive of all persons when it comes to local church membership, including gay and lesbians.  The 
issues of ordination and gay marriage, which spark such strong feelings in our denomination, would not be 
affected by this amendment. 
 
          Jim Moore, DS 
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May 1, 2009 
 

 

In regards to: Proposed Constitutional Amendment – X1X                                        

 
 
Dear District Superintendents NYAC: 
 
On behalf of many of our smaller congregations, The Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
is asking for your help. I am sure you are aware of the proposed Constitutional Amendment-XIX, if voted 
and so declared by the Council of Bishops would read: 
 

The clergy delegates to the General Conference and to the jurisdictional or regional 
conference shall be elected from the clergy members in full connection and shall be 
elected by the clergy members of the annual conference who are deacons and elders in 
full connection, associate members, and those provisional members who have 
completed all of their educational requirements and local pastors who have completed 
course of study or an M. Div. degree and have served a minimum of two consecutive 

years under appointment immediately preceding the election. 
 
This amendment will help to connect our smaller churches to the General Church by giving voice to many 
of our pastors who serve as local pastors. The amendment includes those who have completed their 
educational requirements and have 2 consecutive years under appointment preceding the election. This 
means that only those that have completed either the Course of Study or an M. Div. degree, or are a 
provisional member or an Associate Member would be able to vote for delegates at Annual Conference. It 
will not entitle them to be elected as members of General Conference.  
 Our concern is that many congregations do not have an ordained Elder or Deacon with full 
membership appointed to their church. This amendment would enhance the voice of our clergy to include 
the voice of several who serve in the in either smaller congregations or in rural areas of our conference.   
 We hope will support this amendment and encourage you to invite our full member clergy and our 
laity to support this amendment.  Thank you, for all that you do in the New York Annual Conference. 
   
      Sincerely, 
      Eileen Daunt 

Rev. Eileen M Daunt, Chairperson 
Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate Members 
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Lay Speaking Ministries: 

All Lay Speakers should have received a letter from Bishop Park inviting them 
to be part of the New York Annual Conference at Hofstra University.  In case 
you did not get a letter or you misplaced it, one is on the District Web Site under 
“District Lay Speakers”.  We certainly hope you will think about coming.  
Registration can be done online at www.nyac.com.  Go to the bottom of the 
screen and click on Lay Speakers Registration.  You will be hearing more about 
this from your Lay Speaking Cluster Leader. Until then, if you have any 
questions about this event, please contact Gene Knoth at KNOTHHEAT@yahoo.com or Margaret Howe at 
howemarg@aol.com. 
 

The Annual Spring Breakfast for Lay Speakers and Clergy will be 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 30th at 
Saugerties United Methodist Church. Lula Anderson and her Storytelling Class will present a “Storytelling 
Exhibition”.  Registration deadline is May 16th.  You may register with Gerald Norris at 
gerlyn@catskill.net or Gerry Rosenberger at grosenberger@hvc.rr.com.  Information is on the District Web 
Site under District Lay Speakers. 
 

Unfortunately, this spring we have had to cancel the Lay Speaking Classes which were to be held in 
Napanoch and the Youth Lay Speaking Day at Camp Epworth.  We will continue to work to find the right 
time and the right place for classes.  Please keep us in your prayers as we make these decisions. 
 

I hope to see and meet you at the District Camp Meeting on May 16th. 
 
Blessings, 
Margaret Howe 
Co-director Lay Speaking Ministries 
 
 

 
Inspirational Christian Music 

 
in concert at Trinity UMC Coeymans Hollow 

 
Saturday, May 2, 2009 

4 PM 
 

Free will offering 
Bring a dish to share and join us afterwards for an old fashioned pot luck supper. 
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   Don’t forget to register for the Spring Breakfast – eat well, fellowship, and hear 
stories told by Lula’s team. 
 

 
SPRING BREAKFAST FOR LAY 

SPEAKERS AND CLERGY 
 

SPONSORED BY THE DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON LAY SPEAKING  
 

DATE- May 30  
PLACE – SAUGERTIES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

TIME – 9:30 AM 
 

PROGRAM – STORY TELLING EXHIBITION WITH LULA 
ANDERSON AND HER STORYTELLING CLASS PARTICIPANTS 

 
Purpose of the Breakfasts – Offers clergy and lay speakers a 

chance get acquainted 
 

Register by May 16 with Gerald Norris(gerlyn@catskill.net) 
or Gerry Rosenberger(grosenberger@hvc.rr.com, 845 246-

7160) 
 

Suggested donation  $5.00 at the breakfast 
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District UMW  

 
Please save these important dates: 
 
May 2 - District UMW Day Apart 
May 30 –UMW Conference-Wide Day Apart (see flyer at end of newsletter) 
July 23-26 - Cooperative School of Christian Mission (see flyer at end of newsletter) 
September 26 - District Annual Meeting 
October 31 - Conference UMW Annual Meeting – First UMC, Mt. Vernon, NY – Guest Speaker Bishop 
Jeremiah Park 
 
Pictures from the Catskill Hudson District UMW Annual Retreat last January. 
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Greetings: 
  
This past week I was volunteering at Mission Central in Mechanicsburg, PA.  It  
was there that I learned of new regulations from the Federal Government regarding  
lead exposure that could affect the school kits.  Since we are blessed with having  
so many of our churches donate the kits, it is important that they know of these  
new regulations.  Please inform all of the churches in your districts of the changes. 
  
   --NO MAN-MADE fabrics allowed for the bags.  ONLY    
   100% cotton, 100% wool or, 100% flax. 
  
   --NO BUTTONS, SNAPS OR VELCRO. 
  
   I thank you all for your help in getting the word out. 
  
   Shalom, 
  Terry Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Youth News 
 
Visit the website of the Youth Ministry of the NY Annual Conference at http://www.umyouth.com/   for 
the latest Youth news from our Conference! 

·  Youth workers now have a network to support their ministry called Youth Worker Movement.  
The steering committee has launched a networking tool to connect youth workers in the Wesleyan 
traditions, and is dedicated to building relationships and the sharing of information.  In order to 
participate, youth workers must first join the network by going to www.youthworkermovement.org  
and then sign up for youthworkermovement.ning.com .  

·  Exploration 2009 

EXPLORATION 2009, scheduled for Nov. 13-15 in Dallas, will address The United Methodist 
Church's need for young clergy by offering youth and young adults who feel God's call a chance to 
explore that call.  Aimed at high school seniors through young adults aged 24 who are considering a 
call to ordained ministry, EXPLORATION participants will have the chance to talk with 
admissions staff from the 13 United Methodist schools of theology, attend workshops, and take part 
in small-group discussions. For more information, or to register for EXPLORATION, please visit 
www.gbhem.org/exploration  or www.explorecalling.org .  
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·  Employment Opportunity 

Camp Quinipet on Shelter Island is in search of college-age students for the summer camp 
program: http://www.quinipet.org/staff2009.html .   Kingswood in Hancock, NY, is also seeking a 
variety of personnel.  For information, go to www.kingswoodcampsite.org  . 

 

                  The Resource Library Now 
Online! 

 

The Learning Center at 20 Soundview Avenue houses 
thousands of resources      including books, DVDs and curriculum 
kits, puppets, music and more which are available to borrow to 
churches in the New York Annual Conference.  You may view a 
list of these resources by going to our conference website at 
http://nyac.com , and selecting Resources from the menu at the top 
of the home page.  From there go to The Learning Center/The 
Resource Library.  You may search for resources according to age-
level, topic, title, or by description.  When you click on "search," a 
list of titles will appears.  Select a title to view, and if it meets your need, you may order it 
by clicking on the link and filling out a simple form.  Your order will come to The Learning 
Center in an email.  If the resource is currently in the building, we will send it to you.  We 
are pleased to offer this service to the churches on our conference because of the faithful 
payment of shared ministry apportionments by our churches!�
�

 

 

 

 

 

Kingswood Campsite 
Needs Yarn 

 
Yarn is needed for craft projects at Kingswood  
Campsite this summer. All colors, thicknesses, lengths.  
Please contact Holly Moore at cathudnyac@aol.coom if you have some  
yarn you can donate.  Also needed is wax from old candles for melting down 
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for reuse. 
 
 
 
 

                              Round and About the District       
 

 
·  The St. James UMW held a lunch and Re-gifting Boutique.  About $400 was raised, to be shared 

among the Happy to Help Food Pantry, PET mobility project, and UMW missions projects.   
·  The youth group at St. James UMC held a famine.  They had drive-by prayers for various parts of 

their community, learned how to budget and went food shopping for a family of four and donated 
the groceries to the church’s food pantry.  They wrote letters to cheer up people, painted wooden 
crosses, worked in the food pantry, made three blankets for the shelter, had a wacky scavenger hunt 
throughout Kingston and ended with communion with Pastor Jolly, and then had a wonderful 
dinner.  When they were shopping and doing the scavenger hunt, people asked who they were and 
what organization they belonged to.  They were proud to say that they were from St. James UMC, 
giving a witness to what great things youth can do. 

·  Coxsackie UMC is planning a Happy Birthday celebration for their church building on June 21st .  
Their church is turning 90. 

·  The Grahamsville UMC has furnished a Youth Room with lovely, comfortable furniture. 
·  During Holy Week, the Harpersfield Church held an Evening of Scripture and Song, using songs 

from the musical, "Godspell," interspersed with the teachings of Jesus.  It was a bright and colorful 
event, reminding us of the celebration of the life of Jesus Christ, just as we celebrate the lives of 
others we have lost. 

·  Wednesday Night JIVE, usually held the last Wednesday of the month, is a new program at the 
Grahamsville UMC.    JIVE stands for Just Invite Everyone, and that is just what has happened.  
It’s a wonderful intergenerational gathering, attended by children, youth, parents, grandparents, and 
friends.   The evening includes food, fun, games, music, and often a movie clip.  Everybody views 
the movie clip together and talks about what they’ve seen.  Some comments from participants: “We 
love how it is for kids of all ages.  You don’t have to be a certain age to go.  There is no limit to 
when you have to stop going.”  “I love that the games are not only based on God but are also based 
on teaching us about ourselves.” 

·  In looking for ways to build their Passionate Spirituality, Colchester Community UMC 
(Downsville) is using the idea of multiple entry points to the journey of faith.  They are launching 
two new programs to open more doors to their church.  The first is a monthly Family Fun and 
Fellowship Game Night to be held on the first Friday of each month.  All ages are invited to come 
with their favorite board or car game to share fellowship and, of course, snacks.  The second 
program is to begin a monthly men’s devotional breakfast. 

·  During Lent the Colchester Community UMC building was open on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. until 
about 8 p.m. for private devotionals, time to visit their prayer center, or just spend time in quiet 
meditation with the Lord during this season of reconciliation.  People took time from their busy 
schedules to sit and visit with God or to simply “Be Still” with Him. They also have a hallway 
bulletin board on which to post suggestions for resources to use in congregants’ daily faith journey.  
If there is a special book or devotional that a parishioner uses or a website, tv program, a CD, or a 
favorite Bible passage that they are especially fond of that may help someone else to enhance their 
personal relationship with God, they  are encouraged to write it down and post it so that someone 
else can benefit from it.  It may be just the thing that helps another to to jump start their spiritual 
renewal. 
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·  The Colchester Community UMC Youth did the 30 Hour Famine again this year.  This is an event 
sponsored by World Vision to combat hunger throughout the world.   While they fasted they 
worked on some special projects and then went to East Branch to help the East Branch/Harvard 
UMC set up and serve their St. Patrick’s Day dinner.  

·  Greenville and Norton Hill UMC  is offering a Church Leadership Course on Thursday evenings 
during Eastertide.  There will be six sessions with the intention of preparing and equipping some of 
their congregants for leadership (both those currently serving as leaders and those who would like 
to).  As one component of the course there will be the opportunity to lead evening worship.  Some 
of the issues that will be covered are Ministry of Prayer – private and public, Telling the Story, 
Consolation – funeral home visitation and grief care, Small Group Ministry – preparing and 
leading, Priesthood of All Believers – God has called you. 

·  The Greenville and Norton Hill  church is planning a Coffee House evening on May 1st from 7 
p.m. to around 11 p.m.  They will serve fair trade Coffee, Tea and Cocoa products, and there will be 
an open mike for the evening should anyone wish to sing, play or read.  Child care is being offered 
and a free will offering will be taken to benefit the Missions Committee. 

·  Rondout Valley UMC had a Dinner and a Movie night.  Crepes and yummy chocolate stuff put 
everyone in the mood for the movie Chocolat. 

·  Rondout Valley is participating in an ecumenical book study based on the book A Year of Living 
Biblically by A.J. Jacobs.  Five community churches are meeting together to study the book. 

·  The Grand Gorge UMC sponsored an “Easter Parade of the Animals” on the Saturday afternoon 
before Easter.  All pets were welcome.  The parade made its way through the village of Grand 
Gorge, ending at the Methodist Church with a blessing of the animals. 

·  At the Walton UMC people can sponsor a bulletin or a monthly newsletter.  This is a wonderful 
way to recognize an important event, honor a loved one, or send a surprise message to someone.        

·  Monticello UMC had an Undie Sunday.  This is a nation-wide program to help under-privileged 
kids with clothing needs by collecting items to give to school nurses so they have an extra supply of 
clothes. Parishioners are still gathering socks, t-shirts, tights, and underwear for Monticello grade 
school children, with the items to be distributed in early April. 

·  Instead of “giving up something” for Lent, Monticello offered the opportunity for worshipers to 
“fill up for Lent”.  Specific suggestions were made for “inward and personal disciplines” and 
“outward and social disciplines” that parishioners could use to make their observance of Lent more 
meaningful. 

·  Lexington-Westkill and Prattsville UMC Parish sponsored a Household Shower for a family who 
had lost their home to a fire.  Nearly 200 people attended and all had a wonderful night out helping 
their neighbors. 

·  St. Paul’s UMC in Middletown had an Easter dinner in the afternoon so folks didn’t need to spend 
Easter alone. 

·  The United Ministry of Delhi’s  newsletter, The Word, includes a column called “The Church 
Mouse.”  Their faithful and friendly Church Mouse reports on the quiet activities she sees  
happening in their church:  somebody painting walls and trim, another worker fixing holes in the 
wall, new bulletin boards being put up, getting crumbs to eat while the Kids’ Club is busy with their 
various activities on Wednesday afternoons, a woman scrubbing and painting heat vents.  That 
Church Mouse sure sees a lot of great stuff going on – quiet ministry and service to the church. 

·  Let's keep rolling!  Trinity UMC (Coeymans Hollow) has exceeded their goal to fund a Personal 
Energy Transportation machine this year. To date through their Mission offering, they have raised 
$352 for P.E.T. (1.35 machines). They pray that all the churches in our district will meet their 
P.E.T. goal this year.  
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·  The Andes United Methodist Church held its second 
annual Easter egg  hunt on Saturday, April 11, with more 
than 50 children participating  in two groups — age six and 
older, and age five and younger. Each of the 4,500 plastic 
eggs (evenly divided for the two groups) contained either a 
candy or a slip of paper which told the youngsters 
what prize they could pick up from a table set up in the 
fellowship hall.  In this photo, those in the older group rush 
out to pick up as many eggs as possible, as Jennifer Meres 
(center), coordinator of the event, tries to stay out of their 
way. 

 
·  The Roxbury UMC presented a "Living Last Supper" on Maundy Thursday evening. Narrators 

told the scriptural story, Jesus and the disciples were at the table in costume, and each disciple had a 
short narrative about who they were and what they did. After the disciples received Communion, 
they served it to the congregation. Those who attended (approximately 100 people) were deeply 
moved. They left in silence, and some even maintained the silence all the way to their homes. All 
direction and costuming came from lay members of the congregation. The cast members came from 
both the Roxbury UMC and the Jay Gould Memorial Reformed Church in Roxbury. Truly this was 
a wonderful example of Christian churches working together to publish the Good News of the 
Gospel.  

 
 
 
Calendar 
 
May 2:  Bishops Confirmation Rally: 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Jesse Lee, Ridgefield, CT 
 

May 5:  Local Pastors’ Group, 2:00-4:00, Quarryville UMC 
 

May 16:  District Camp Meeting, District Conference, 12:30, Camp Epworth 
 

May 23:  Rain Date for District Camp Meeting 
 

May 30:  Lay Speaker Breakfast, 9:30, Saugerties UMC 
 

May 30: Conference UMW Day Apart, 9:00-3:00, Church Center for the United Nations (flyer below)  
 

June 6:  Local Pastors’ Group, 10:00-12:00, District Parsonage  
 

June 10-13: Annual Conference, Hofstra University 
 

July 23-25: Cooperative School of Christian Mission, Western CT State Univ., Danbury, CT 
 

September 26- District UMW Annual Meeting, Saugerties UMC 
 

October 31- Conference UMW Annual Meeting, First UMC, Mt. Vernon, NY – Guest Speaker Bishop 
Jeremiah Park 
 

January 29-31, 2010:  District UMW Winter Retreat, Saugerties 
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Please freely post  and distribute  this copy of the COURIER.  Contact the District Office 

(cathudnyac@aol.com) if you would like to delete yourself from or add yourself to our database 
for receiving the COURIER online. 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the June-July 2009 Courier will be 

somewhat early: June 10th.  Thank you.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 A nationwide online discussion about issues related to the development of a new hymnal for The 
United Methodist Church in the USA is taking place on www.facebook.com . Go to 
www.facebook.com if you are not already a member of Facebook and follow the prompts to 
register. If you are already on Facebook, go to Groups and enter New United Methodist Hymnal to 
access the group and click on "Join this group." For more information, contact Dean McIntyre, co-
editor of the hymnal revision project at music@gbod.org  or by calling (615) 340-7073. 

 

·  Revised Baptismal Liturgy 

At the last General Conference, the liturgy for baptism was slightly changed.  In section 14, instead 
of saying, "Will you be loyal to the UMC?" it says "Will you be loyal to Christ through the 
UMC..."  Section 15 adds "witness" to the question "Will you faithfully participate in its ministries 
by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness."  For a complete revised 
text, go to http://www.gbod.org/worship/baptismal-ritual-revised.pdf. 
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Cooperative School of Christian Mission 
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New York Annual Conference 
2009 

 
 

 
 

THURSDAY, JULY 23RD – SATURDAY, JULY 25TH, 2009 
WESTERN CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY 

Danbury, CT. 06810 
 

All forms available from Registrar or School of Mission website:  
www.gbgm-umc.org/nyaccsocm 
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